rearview mirror, Montague's gaze cutt
phone still demanding attention.

My hands shook as I quickly picked up the call

and the squad leader's voice rang through the _
receiver, his tone heightened with anxiety an‘df_ :
shock. "There is a woman with the ereature. Shet =
seems violent—she won't let us near the

creature. She seems to be protecting it. But she's
injured, missing a foot, and she is not backing

down.

In the background through the receiver, a
piercing female voice filtered through. “Stay

away from us!” she snapped, her tone feral
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I shook my head as if trying to shake f ¢
thoughts themselves. [ swallowed the pal

lump in my throat, gripping the leather o

seat for dear life as we slowly approached our
location. The border was waiting, and so was i

creature.

The border checkpoint came into view, but it
was unlike anything I'd ever seen. Our guards
had formed a wide perimeter, their weapons
drawn but pointed down—a defensive stance
rather than offensive. Even from a distance, [
could see something massive and dark sprawled
on the ground, with a smaller figure crouched i

protectively beside it.

.1 )
Crims
ik “- hi

membrane stretched over a massive
those terrible bat-like wir

i




shared urgency. The scene before us heighter
my terror as we ran closer.

The Fenrir's chain around my heart tugged so
painfully, breathing became a hassle.

When the Gammas noticed us, they stepped

closer to the creature, ensuring we were

protected in case there was a reaction from the

creature that could harm us.

Immediately, the same shriek rang out from

within the circle of armed men.
"No, stay away from us!" She growled. "Don't

touch them." She screamed, as if the ragged
words tore their way up her throat. "Don‘t y¢

dare’




my legs brought me closer to hope or despair
that would be too great to bear. The Gammas
made way for me, their faces blurring to the
background of the chaos that wrecked my mind
and body.

At my final step, my legs stilled as I took in the
impossibility I gazed at.

The monster... one that somehow called my

name,

>"Rhea?" | muttered, my voice trembling, unsure

even in my own mind.
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ly let myself notice the person:
over the phone.
My eves caught her movements in the dim
of the early morning, how she limped arounc
creature, her stance not offensive, rather

defensive and desperate.

‘Leave them!" She screamed, as she came baek
around to where [ stood, just as | took another
step towards the creature that still lay unmoving.

Her expression was etched with a deep sorrow
but layered with a savageness that I found myself

able to relate to.

| stopped dead in my tracks as her eyes met
mine, chest heaving, her blonde hair partially
caked with dirt. Her body seemed to freeze up,
her eyes widening to saucers as if she
recognized me though I didn't recognize her.

For a long time, we simply stared, e
else fading. '

[ watched her face, as her lip
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i’aster towax e "Lxly her words cracked.
that you?" 2

I did not show my surprise at what she Calle{lI

I3,

me, I closed the distance between us. )

e
i O
[ could hear the panicked voices of the Gammas =%

around but I let her take me in her arms, her

body ice cold as our skin touched. She gripped

me, tremors coursing through her slight body.

“Lily, you didn't die. You came back like you
always do," she held me, squeezing me like a

lifeline. "I am sorry, I didn't save you from Alpha

Darius. [ am sorry, I am so sorry,’ her voice

dissolved to sobbing. "Please, forgive me."

The mention of my father's name made me

stiffen, but she didn't seem to notice.

I kept my eyes on the monster she had been
guarding, my heart picking up pace as the
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