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Chapter 152: Raid on the Kidnappers' Hideout

Earth Land, Ishgar, Kingdom of Fiore, Crocus.

August, x784.

About twenty minutes later, the girls were ready to raid the kidnappers' hideout. Elicia, standing at the
front door, was ready to give the signal to start the operation. Meanwhile, Marin and Lucy had sneaked
into the backyard and were peering into the house from a back window that seemed to lead to the
kitchen.

"It's too bad Lici only gave you those Gate Keys now." Marin said while watching the two women and
one man in the kitchen. "They would have added a lot of diversity to our means of attack."

"I know." Lucy replied. "Making contracts with five new Celestial Spirits would have taken too much
time, though. And since we needed to make sure that none of the kidnappers left the house before we
started, we had to move quickly."

When the three girls returned home to prepare for the trip to Crocus, Elicia decided to bring the five
Golden Celestial Spirit Keys she had collected over the years and give them to Lucy. At first, however,
she intended to give them to her on the way back to Magnolia. After seeing how she conducted herself,
considering that she was on punishment and was not supposed to be participating in the quest.

But after being placed under [Charm Magic] for a second time, Elicia knew that there was basically no
way to keep Lucy out of the upcoming fight.



But considering that Lucy had agreed to leave it all to her and Marin in the beginning, Elicia decided to
give the keys to her ahead of time. Though, they would not be of much use when the fighting started
this time around.

"It's almost time." Marin said as she pulled a magical dagger out of one of the sheaths on her waste.
"Lici should start soon."

After experimenting during training, Marin realized that she could use her [Transformation Magic] on
objects. Meaning, she could change the shape of anything, provided she used enough magic power. So,
she took up fighting with bladed weapons such as daggers and swords. And making the blades longer,
shorter, thinner, or wider could be a good way to catch her opponents off guard.

Agreeing with Marin's idea, Alfonzo took it upon himself to forge a pair of daggers for Marin. And each
dagger had the ability to freely change the weight with the wielder's magic power, within reason of
course.

In the end, the created daggers complimented Marin's magic perfectly. Although she could [Transform]
the outer appearance of the daggers at will, Marin's magic could not change the basic attributes of the
daggers. Much like the law of equivalent exchange. Meaning, they did not grow heavier if she made
them bigger.

Making the blade of her dagger paper thin, Marin slid its tip under the window, waiting for the signal to
make her move. And she did not have to wait too long. Although she could not hear it, Elicia had
knocked on the front door which caused all three people in the kitchen to turn their heads toward the
sound.



"Now." Marin whispered as she quickly elongated the dagger's blade. Then, she made it bend and used
it to unlock the window.

As soon as the window was unlocked, Lucy quickly pushed it up and threw several small pods into the
house. Seconds later, as the sound of the window opening drew the people's attention, the pods started
releasing a light blue smoke that quickly filled the kitchen and started flowing into other parts of the
house.

After inhaling the smoke, all three people started coughing immediately. A few seconds later, while the
man was still coughing and trying to disperse the smoke, the two women had already fallen
unconscious.

"Where did she even get something like this?" Lucy asked in an impressed tone. "That smoke knocked
out everyone who didn't have enough magic power to resist."

"Probably something Alfonzo made." Marin said, opening the window completely as she spoke.
"Anyway, we need to move fast. The wizards in the house should still be conscious. The last thing we
need is a hostage situation on our hands, right?"

With that, Marin jumped through the open window and quickly lowered her body as she approached
the still conscious wizard. Then, before the man could react, she slid between his legs with both daggers
now unsheathed and sliced the inside of his calves, just below the knees.

"Argh!" The man shouted as he fell to the floor.



Although he was in pain, the man quickly rolled over onto his back and pointed his right hand at Marin,
who was in the process of turning around.

"[Wind Magic: Air Cut---]." The man said, starting to chant his spell.

Unfortunately for him, before the man could finish his chant, a whip with a heart shaped tip wrapped
around his neck and constricted his air flow. A moment later, he felt a strong impact on the back of his
head, causing him to faint.

"[Lucy Kick]." Lucy said just as her foot landed on the back of the man's head.

"You really need a new name for that." Marin said as she stood up. "I mean, you call every kick, [Lucy
Kick]."

"Shut up..." Lucy whined with a blush. "I'm not good at naming things."

"But you gave Plue an uber-cute name." Marin said with a smile.

At the front of the house, just before Marin and Lucy started their attack, Elicia was standing at the front
door.

"I hope their ready." Elicia said as she raised her hand.



*Knock!* *Knock!* *Knock!*

"Sorry to bother you, but my little brother's toy fell into your backyard!" Elicia shouted through the
closed door. "l just wanted your permission to go back there and get it!"

A moment after Elicia knocked on the door, she heard the sound of a man screaming in pain from
somewhere inside the house. So, wasting no more time, she ejected her threads and slammed them into
the door.

"[Thread Magic: Battering Hammer]." Elicia chanted as her threads, in the shape of a spiked hammer,
slammed into the door.

*Bang!*

With one strike, the hammer made from hardened threads knocked the door off its hinges and sent it
flying into the house.

*Bang!*

"Gah!" The sound of a man grunting in pain after being hit by the flying door could be heard a moment
later.



Taking advantage of the man's field of view being blocked by the door, Elicia burrowed her threads into
the door frame. Then, she contracted them quickly, flinging herself through the doorway.

"[Thread Magic: Catapult]." Elicia chanted as she flew through the air, feet first.

*Bang!* *Bang!*

Not even a second later, Elicia's feet slammed into the door. Then, her momentum pushed the door and
the man behind it into the wall behind him, knocking him out on impact.

After landing on the floor, Elicia wasted no time extending her [Detection Threads] throughout the
house. At the same time, she also spread her [Magic Power Detection] to make sure that she found the
right people.

"Using both detection spells at the same time really puts a burden on my mind." Elicia muttered with a
frown on her face. "Found them. The man from before is in the basement with most of the girls, two of
the girls and one of the men are in the kitchen, and it feels like the last two guys are upstairs sleeping."

At that moment, Marin and Lucy rushed out of the smoke and met up with Elicia near the front door.

"We took out one of them." Marin said.



"Yeah, he's unconscious on the kitchen floor." Lucy added.

"Good job, you two." Elicia replied with a slight smile as she ended her detection spells. "There are only
three left. | want you two to take care of the two upstairs. I'll handle the one in the basement."

"Got it." Marin and Lucy replied simultaneously.

With that, Marin and Lucy quickly fond the stairs and quietly made their way up to the second floor.

"Hey, Marin." Lucy said in a whisper. "How did Lici know where all the people were?"

"She probably used two spells to figure that out." Marin replied.

Marin then quickly explained what she knew about [Magic Power Detection] and [Thread Detection],
leaving Lucy quite amazed as they quietly checked each bedroom on the second floor for the sleeping
wizards.

"Since we're checking each room, | guess you can't use it." Lucy said with curiosity in her tone. "Is it hard
to learn?"

"Actually, | can use it." Marin replied. "But | don't have enough control of my magic power to not be
detected by wizards over a certain level."



"Oh, I get it." Lucy said in an understanding tone. "It's one of those things that are easy to learn but hard
to master."

"Exactly." Marin replied with a nod. "Now focus, these are the last two rooms. They're either both in
one room or they're in one room each."

"Then, how do you want to do this?" Lucy asked, her expression turning serious.

"We'll each check one room." Marin replied after thinking for a second. "Don't go inside until we've
checked the state of both rooms, though."

"Okay." Lucy replied with a nod.

With that, Marin and Lucy split up and quietly opened the two remaining bedroom doors. When they
looked inside, they were greeted with similar scenes.

"[Earth Magic: Earthen Spear]." Chanted the man in the room Marin checked.

"[Shadow Magic: Shadow Stitching]." Came a chant from the room Lucy checked.



Immediately upon hearing the two chants, Marin and Lucy both slammed the doors shut and jumped
away from them. A moment later, the doors were destroyed by a javelin made of rock and a number of
spikes converged from shadows.

"Damn, they were expecting us." Marin said as she held her daggers in a reverse grip.

"Looks like we'll have to fight them head on." Lucy replied as she held a Golden Gate Key in her hand.

"Let's go." Marin and Lucy said simultaneously.

"[Open! Gate of the Giant Crab, Cancer]." Lucy chanted.

Meanwhile, Marin dashed past the debris from the destroyed door. As soon as she entered the room,
she was once again greeted by an [Earth Magic] attack. However, instead of a single earth spike, this
time she was met by a volley of small earth bullets.

"[Transformation Magic: Dance of the Inconsistent]." Marin chanted as she made her knives as heavy as
a pair of longswords.

In the next instant, Marin started to move and turn gracefully while deflecting the incoming projectiles
with her knives. All the while, her blades would lengthen and shorten as the situation dictated. In the
end, she was able to deflect the nearly one hundred earth bullets that would have struck her while a
much larger number of bullets sailed past her and destroyed the walls.



"What the hell?" The man shouted in a flamboyant tone. "How do you get out of an attack like that
without a scratch?"

"With a lot of training." Marin replied as she crouched and pointed the dagger in her right hand at the
floor behind her. "[Transformation Magic: Blade Rush]."

In the next instant, the blade in her right hand elongated, its tip getting stuck in the floor. Then, as the
blade continued to extend, Marin was propelled at the shocked wizard. Finally, once she had enough
momentum, Marin returned the dagger to its normal size and made an X-shaped slash as she flew past
the wizard.

"Damn... it..." The wizard muttered as blood burst from the X-shaped slash on his chest.

A moment later, the man fell to the floor, barely conscious. Then, Marin turned around and slapped a
pair of magic suppressing cuffs on his wrists before tending to his wounds. Even though she believed he
deserved punishment, she did not want to kill him.

Meanwhile, at the doorway of the other bedroom, Cancer had just appeared after Lucy's summons.

"Twice in one day, Baby?" Cancer asked while snapping his scissors open and closed. "Do you need a
new do for a party, or something?"

"No, we're here to catch these scumbags that have been using [Charm Magic] and kidnapping the pretty
girls of the capital." Lucy replied.



"[Shadow Magic: Shadow Paralysis]." The man in the bedroom chanted once again.

In the next instant, a shadow on the floor rushed towards Cancer.

"I don't know what that moving shadow can do, but he controls shadows to attack." Lucy replied.

Heeding Lucy's warning, Cancer tried to jump over the incoming shadow. Unfortunately, he had no idea
of the principles behind the man's attack. So, when the moving shadow came in contact with Cancer's
shadow, Cancer stopped all movement and crashed into the floor.

"Cancer, what's wrong?" Lucy asked in concern.

"I don't know, Baby." Cancer replied with face on the floor. "But | can't move."

"Haha! Once our shadows are connected, | can stop all your movements!" The man exclaimed in a
gloating tone. "You really shouldn't have come here. Now, you'll have to join the other girls in the
house."

*Smack!*



As soon as the man finished his monologue, the heart-shaped tip of lucy's whip wrapped several times
around his neck before slapping him in the face.

"Oww! How rude." The man said in an annoyed tone.

Unfortunately for him, the sudden slap in the face broke the man's concentration enough that Cancer
could regain his freedom of movement. Then, without wasting any time, Cancer jumped to his feet and
shot towards the man.

*Snip!* *Snip!* *Snip!* *Snip!* *Snip!*

A moment later, the man's chin-length hair was styled into twin tails, his eyebrows were trimmed
immaculately, and his mustache was curled delicately. Then, without a drop of blood being shed, the
man collapsed with a bewildered, yet excited, expression on his face.

"Wow... | look fabulous." The man said, catching a glimpse of himself in a mirror before passing out.

"Damn right you do, Baby." Cancer said while snapping his scissors open and shut repeatedly.

A short time ago, while Marin and Lucy were climbing the stairs to the second floor, Elicia found the
stairs that led down to the basement. Instead of walking down the stairs, however, she used her threads
to make her own footholds so that she didn't make any noise.



"The one thing we didn't' want is a hostage situation." Elicia said with a pout. "And of course, that's
exactly what we get."

While Elicia was descending to the basement, she activated her [Hiding in Plain Sight] spell. When she
finally reached the room with the last of the kidnappers and the remainder of the girls, she was not
surprised to see that the wizard who used the [Charm Magic] on her and the other girls was standing in
the middle of the group of kidnapped girls with a fire spell floating above his right palm.

What did surprise her, however, was that there were no signs of the slave trade or any kind of
debauchery in the room. Instead, it was clear that the man standing in the middle of all the girls had
been teaching them how to apply cosmetics. On top of that, there were a number of books that
explained how to tell if your partner was being unfaithful.

"Okay... this is just weird." Elicia whispered to herself. "l don't even know what's going on anymore. I'll
just capture him and find out during the interrogation."

In the next instant, Elicia shot sticky threads from her hands toward the ceiling. Then, she wrapped the
same threads around her hands and feet before pulling herself up. She then approached the man quietly
from above. Lastly, without casting a spell, she dropped down and landed behind the wizard and
chopped him on the back of his neck, robbing him of his consciousness and breaking the [Charm Magic]
in the process.



