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Gabriella POV

When Lake pushes me behind him, | wait for whoever is in the trees to step out on his
command. Monica scents the air before she looks at me like she just realized who it is.
She steps around Atticus and, despite him yelling, she runs into the trees. We follow her
and I'm horrified at the sight before us. | rush over to Monica holding a blood-covered
Cynthia. Both our mates growl and begin to look around, smelling the air. "I can smell
rogue on her" Monica says as she looks at me. | watch Lake link the warriors to search
the pack territory for any sign of the rogues that did this. "We need to get her to the pack
hospital now." Atticus bends lifting her and we rush back toward the hospital. As soon
as we're inside, the doctor rushes her to the back. Lake wraps his arm around me as we
take a seat. Atticus starts to walk toward the doors leading outside while Monica sits
next to us. "Atticus, where are you going?" "I'm going to find the man who should know
what happened to his mate." He is gone without another word. | turn to Monica for an
explanation. SEar*ch the website to access chapters of novels early and in the highest
quality.

"Last night, after everything happened with Tabby and Derrick, we were going to leave."
"We were going to take Derrick back to the Silver Moon until we were going to attack
Kenneth." "Derrick didn't want to upset Tabby by being here." "I had been speaking with
Cynthia and she walked into the room with me where Atticus and Derrick were waiting."
"The minute we walked in they realized they were mates." A million things go through
my mind about how we could have gotten here. Monica brings me out of my thoughts.
"When Derrick didn't run to her, I think Cynthia thought he was like Conrad." "She
thought that he was going to reject her." "She took off and we looked for her but |
figured she just needed time to run." "That she would come back and talk to him." "She
would realize that he was afraid and had no intention of rejecting her after they talked." |
can see the guilt written all over her face. "Monica" | say and she looks in my face. "l
should have looked for her and made sure that she was alright." "I thought she just
needed to sleep on it." "Don't do that you had no way to know that she would be
attacked inside the territory." | say a prayer to the goddess to help Cynthia as Monica
and | sit in silence. Lake kisses my temple as he holds me close.

A few minutes later, the door flies open. A very angry-looking Derrick, followed by
Atticus, rushes in. He looks like he is ready to shift. | stand "Derrick calm down." He
looks in my eyes and | can tell his wolf is at the surface." "Calm down" | give Alpha
command and he takes a few deep breaths. "I'm sorry, Alpha, how is she.” "No apology



is necessary but you are no good to her if you go feral." He nods and we take a seat.
"We haven't heard anything from the doctor yet." "Derrick, Monica told me about your
first meeting with Cynthia." He drops his head and my heart breaks for him. "I shouldn't
have been such a coward and we wouldn't be sitting here right now." "My mate would
be safe" he says. | put my hand on his. "Have faith the goddess won't take your second
chance." "Thank you for your kind words, Alpha." "l just hope you're right." The door
opens and the doctor comes out. Everyone stands and the doctor looks at all of us with
sympathy on his face. "How is she?" "Alphas, may | speak to you both alone?" | hear a
growl from behind me. "Doctor what's going on?" "Cynthia is stable but there are things |
need to discuss in private." "She is my mate" Derrick says with anger in his voice.

The doctor looks past me at Derrick. "I'm sorry but she has no mark and | have to
protect my patient.” | turn to Derrick "I know your upset and scared, but the doctor is
right.” "You can talk to her when she is ready." | can see he wants to argue but I'm sure
he realizes that now is not the time. Lake and | follow the doctor into an empty room.
"Where is Cynthia?" "Alpha, | don't really want to speak in front of her." "Her vital signs
are stable but | have her in a medication induced coma so her wolf can heal her." "l
don't want for her to hear what she already had to endure.” | feel a pit form in my
stomach. My mind is running wild with different scenarios. Lake slides his hand into
mine. "What happened" Lake says. "Besides the wounds that are significant on her
body, it appears that she was violated by whoever did this. | squeeze his hand and | feel
sick to my stomach. Lake growls and | can feel Razor. "How long will she need to be
kept in the coma" | ask the doctor. "At least for the next twenty-four hours." "Then we
can see how she is healing to make the decision to wake her up or not.” "I'll take you to
her room now."

We leave the room following the doctor and we are silent. | can't believe this happened
while she was in the pack lands. He leads us inside and she is hooked up to a lot of
different machines. The steady beeping lets us know her heartbeat is strong, but | can
only imagine what is happening in her mind. Lake pulls a chair over and | take a seat
next to her bed. | take her hand in mine. "Cynthia, | don't know if you will remember this
or not but I'm going to say it anyway." "I'm sorry | failed to protect you from this." "It was
my job as your Alpha to make sure you were safe and | didn't." "l will carry this with me
for the rest of my life and | swear | will do everything in my power to make sure whoever
did this to you wishes for death." | can feel the tears falling on my arms as | tell her how
sorry | am. Lake stays silent even though | can feel he wants to say something about
what | just said. He puts his hands on my shoulders and we just stay there listening to
the beeping. A few seconds later, the door flies open and a very upset looking Serina
rushes inside. Serina POV

I'm lying on the couch just trying to get some rest before we go after those ba**ards who
did this to Tabby and Johnathon. | can't manage to fall asleep with everything that
happened playing on my mind. | can't imagine how scared Tabby must be. She is so
strong and | hate the fact that they are trying to break her. "We won't let that happen
Serina" Ruby says. | smile, | love my wolf. | close my eyes and an overwhelming feeling
of dread rushes over me. | sit up and Tabby looks over at me. "What's wrong" she says



with concern written all over her face. She has enough going on and | don't even know
why | feel this way. "I'm fine | just need to go see Gabby for a minute." "Will you be ok |
ask and shoots me a look like I'm crazy. | raise my hands in surrender. "I'll be right
back." She lays her head back on Johnathon's chest and | head out of the room.

| walk toward the lobby and Atticus, Monica, and Derrick are all waiting. | head right for
them. "What is going on?" Monica looks up at me and | can see she has been crying.
"Where is Gabby?" She stands and | feel like my heart is about to pound out of my
chest. "It's not Gabby." "Cynthia was attacked by a rogue.” "Where is she?" "l don't
know what room she is in." "Gabby and Lake are with her right now." | notice that
Derrick looks unsettled. "He is her mate" Monica whispers to me. | turn back walking
toward the nurse's station because | can't even process that right now. The nurse looks
up at me "take me to Cynthia's room now." She doesn't say a word but walks me down
the hall. She points to the door and | rush inside. Gabby is sitting next to her bed with
Lake standing behind her. | walk over and stand next to the opposite side of her bed. |
take my hand, placing it on her chest, not even waiting for Ruby to tell me what to do. |
close my eyes and | feel Ruby push forward.

The feeling of heat rushes through my body and passes through my hand. | open my
eyes and put my hand back at my side. | watch as the wounds we can see start to close
before our eyes. Even her heart rate seems to slow as the healing takes effect. "Thank
you, Serina", Gabby says to me but there is something about the way she looks that
doesn't sit right with me. "Gabby, what happened to her?" "She was attacked by a rogue
in the pack lands.” "I know that, what else happened to her." | can see she doesn't want
to tell me. "Gabby I'm not a little girl anymore and she is my pack member too." Her face
falls and | hate to see my sister so broken. "He violated her" she links me. | can feel
Ruby's anger and my own swirling inside me. It is almost overwhelming. Gabby rushes
over and wraps me in a hug. "How could someone do this?" "I don't know, but whoever
did it is going to pay with their life."

A few minutes later, the doctor comes in. He looks surprised to see me but he heads
over to check on Cynthia. Lake steps outside while he checks her over. As he starts to
check her wounds, he looks confused. "Serina and Ruby healed her." He smiles "I'm
going to start to back off the medicine and see how she does since most of her visible
wounds are healed." We nod and he heads over to the IV pump to make changes
before he walks out of the room. We both take a seat at the side of her bed waiting for
her to wake up. Kenneth POV

A knock sounds on my office door "come in." Maurice walks in with a huge smile on his
face. "What are you so happy about?" "l found out where Derrick went." | wait for him to
finish. "You were right to worry about him." "He ran right to the Silver Moon pack." |
grow! "that f**king traitor.” "Well, it's no matter our business is over here." "Archer's
daughter is dead and he is suffering.” "Are you sure about that" Maurice says and his
guestion pisses me off. | walk over and slam him against the wall. "I watched her die so
yes I'm sure about that." "Well, | have information that says she is still alive." "You better
spit it out before | snap your f**king neck." "I followed Derrick to the Scarlett Rose and



hid just outside the border.” "A she-wolf came close to the border and | was able to
capture her for questioning." "After | found out all | could | gave her a message to give
to Derrick."

| grab him by his throat. "Did | order any of that." "No, but | thought as your second in
command | could make the decision myself." "That was your first mistake, thinking." "I
never made you second in command and | sure as hell didn't tell you to send those
a**holes a message." | start to squeeze. "I'm sorry Kenneth, | was just trying to let
Derrick know he was dead for betraying us." "It's not like they are going to protect him,
he's a rogue.” | roll my eyes. "Now tell me what makes you think that human b**ch is
alive." "The she-wolf told me that Alpha Gabriella and Lake would kill me for what | had
done." "What exactly did you do to this she-wolf?" | wait for his answer. "I just roughed
her up so | could get answers." "That better be all you did to her." "What kind of monster
do you think I am Kenneth." | drop him to the floor. "I guess our work here isn't done."
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Lake POV

| step out of the room and cross the hall to an empty room so the doctor can check
Cynthia over. As soon as | close the door, | roar and Razor is ready to takeover. | pace
back and forth trying to calm myself. They are all monsters my father, Jessica, and this
**king rogue that violated Cynthia. "I don't understand how he got into the territory"
Razor growls. "I don't know either but he violated her and he is going to die for what he
has done." | take some deep breaths before | link Lance the head warrior to meet me
outside the pack hospital. | walk toward the waiting room and as soon as | see Derrick, |
feel sick. | know what | would do if any man even looked at my mate let alone put his
hands on her. I'm sure my eyes are black. Atticus and Derrick both stand rushing toward
me. "What is happening to Cynthia", Derrick demands, and | know | can't tell him but |
want to. | would want to know.

"The doctor is still with her." "Bullsh*t you know something and | deserve to know." "She
is my mate" he says and steps into my space. As an Alpha in any other situation, |
would consider this a challenge, but right now, this is a desperate man who is hurting for
his mate. Atticus pulls him back from me, but he frees himself from his grip. | raise my
hand indicating to Atticus to let him go. "Derrick, | understand you want to know
everything that happened to your mate just as | would, but if | tell you is that fair to her."
| see hurt flash across his face and he steps back from me. | put my hand on his
shoulder "when she wakes up, | will let you know and hopefully she will be ready to see
you." "Thank you, Alpha." "l need to speak to Lance but | won't be long." Gabriella POV



| sit holding Cynthia's hand. | look over at Serina and she looks as broken as | feel. No
one should have this happen to them. A few seconds later and Cynthia's eyes start to
flutter open. My heart feels like it's going to pound out of my chest. Her eyes fly open
completely and she screams. "Cynthia your safe, your at the hospital." She isn't
listening and | can see her wolf is at the surface. Serina stands and | watch my sister's
beautiful blue eyes turn an even more brilliant blue like the ocean. "Macie, | need you to
listen to me" Serina speaks but it's not her voice. It must be Ruby speaking. Cynthia's
wolf seems to understand and she stops fighting. "Macie, we know that you and Cynthia
were hurt by the rogue.” "You know nothing of what he did to us" she says anger laced
through her voice. "He took what only our mate should have." My heart breaks for her
and | feel helpless in this moment. There isn't anything that Serina or | can say to heal
what he broke.

"Macie, | know your hurt and angry." "I know we can't begin to understand what you
went through." "I'm sorry this happened to you." "You have a mate that is going crazy
waiting to hear that you're alright.” | can see she doesn't believe my words. "He didn't
want me before | was used and he isn't going to want me now." "That's not true he was
scared." She laughs "like Conrad." "Macie, Conrad was an evil man and I've spoken to
Derrick he is nothing like him." "He came her to help the pack and | swear to you that if
you at least talk to him you will see for yourself." | can tell she is talking to Cynthia and a
few moments later Macie is gone. Cynthia looks into my eyes. "Gabby he" she starts to
say and | wrap her in my arms. "l know I'm so sorry | didn't protect you." After a few
seconds she pulls back. "This isn't your fault." "l went too far, | was just so hurt thinking
that my second chance didn't want me either." "We ran and ran until Macie's legs almost
gave out." "That's when | realized we were outside the territory." "l never even caught
his scent before he was on me." "l tried to fight him off but between being so tired and
he was strong | couldn't.”

We sit in silence for a few minutes. A knock sounds on the door and the nurse walks in.
"Cynthia your awake." "I'm going to go get the doctor to check on you." She leaves
without a word. "Cynthia, do you want us to leave so you can talk to the doctor alone?"
"No please stay" she says. "Of course, we won't leave." The door opens and the doctor
walks in "Cynthia it's good to see you awake." She smiles but it doesn't reach her eyes.
"Alphas can you step out while | speak to Cynthia for a moment." "No, | want them to
stay please" Cynthia says. "Cynthia what I'm going to talk about is very personal, are
you sure?" She nods and takes my hand. Serina moves to stand next to her bed taking
her other hand. "We did an examination and though there was some tearing, the
damage shouldn't be permanent.” She squeezes my hand and | squeeze back. "So that
means that | can still" she stops herself before she finishes the question, but | know
exactly what she was about to ask.

| link the doctor to answer her so she doesn't have to finish her question. "There is no
reason to believe that you won't be able to have pups after you are completely healed."”
| see a tear stream down her cheek. She doesn't respond but | know she is glad to hear
the answer as the grip on my hand loosens. "Thank you doctor”, | say and he leaves the
room. | stand and she lays her head against me as | brush my hand through her hair.



We hear a commotion and | have a feeling | know exactly what's happening. | start to
pull away to go deal with Derrick but Cynthia holds me close. "I will be right back | just
need to settle him down so he doesn't kill the pack doctor." "Will you two stay here while
| talk to him, please.” "l will and you don't have to make any decisions right now."
"Serina, can you go bring Derrick to the room but tell him to calm down first." Serina
nods at me and heads out the door. "Are you sure you're ready to see him Cynthia?"
"Yes, I'm sure" she says and her voice never waivers. Despite all that happened she is
strong and in that moment, | know that she will get through this. Derrick POV search the
website to access chapters of novels early and in the highest quality.

The doctor comes back toward the waiting room and | have tried to be patient but |
can't. Both Haze and | want our mate. "What is going on, | need to see her now" | say.
"You will not see her until she is ready." "The Alphas gave you orders." "l am a rogue, |
have no Alpha and | want my mate" | roar. Atticus and Monica are trying to calm me but
| have no calm left. A few seconds later a girl that looks no older than seventeen comes
walking toward me. | feel a power about her that | have never felt from another wolf.
"Derrick enough" she says. Haze immediately quiets in my mind. "If you want to go with
me to speak with Cynthia you will be calm." "That is what she needs right now and
giving her what she needs must be what is most important to you." "It is, | promise | will
be calm.” "I don't want her to be scared of me." | take a few deep breaths and she leads
me down the hall. Once we are standing outside the room, | take in a deep breath of her
scent. "Go to mate, hold her" Haze growls in my mind. "Stop it now Haze, this isn't
about us." He whimpers and | hate yelling at him but he needs to understand what she
needs right now is for us to be here for her whatever that means.

The door opens and when we head inside, she is lying in bed wrapped around the
Alpha. My heart clenches in my chest at seeing my mate looking so broken. "Cynthia" |
say her name like a whisper and she looks up at me with tears in her eyes. "l can't" she
says and my heart breaks a little more. | step closer but still keep enough distance
hoping my scent will offer her some comfort. "You don't have to talk just let me." She
doesn't answer and | take that to mean she is listening. "I'm sorry that | was too much of
a coward to take you in my arms and mark you the moment | saw you." "l will live with
that regret for the rest of my life but | want you to know that you are my mate." "I am not
worthy of you but | am selfish and | want to be your mate anyway." "l don't care if | have
to wait a lifetime for you to accept me, | will gladly wait it." "I will try every day to be a
better man and worthy of you."

She picks up her head and our eyes meet. Pain flashes in her chocolate brown eyes.
"You may feel differently when you know what he did to me." | clench my fists and | pray
to the goddess that it is not what | think. "Who hurt you and what did he do?" | try to
keep my voice even so | don't scare her. "He said his name was Maurice" she chokes
out. A few seconds pass and | feel like I'm being burned from the inside with the rage
that is building in me. "Cynthia, what did he do to you?" "Please tell me." "I can't, please
don't make me say it" she pleads and my composure shatters. "He is going to die today
for what he has done | promise you" | say and rush from the room.
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Derrick POV

| run down the hallway and when | reach the waiting room, | don't even stop when
Atticus yells my name. As soon as I'm outside, | start to shift. "Derrick shift back now" |
hear Atticus and Haze immediately responds. What the **? I'm a rogue. His command
shouldn't work on my wolf. | stalk back toward him. "Where the hell are you going,
Derrick?" "Atticus, | am not your pack member and you have no right to stop me." "So
your just leaving your mate when she needs you the most." | don't even think about it, |
just pull back and punch. As soon as he hits the ground, | expect him to get up and Kkill
me. | just hit an Alpha. Rogue or not, that's a death sentence. He gets to his feet and
looks at me. Instead of anger, | see sympathy on his face. "I'm sorry Atticus." "Derrick, |
don't need you to be sorry, | need you to think about what your mate needs more right
now." "How can I not kill that ba**ard for what he has done?" "I never said that you won't
kill his a**" "l said stand by her and make sure that she knows she is your priority, not
revenge." | know he's right but what if she doesn't want me to be there. This | could
handle but her rejecting me will break me completely.

He puts his hand on my shoulder. "I know your afraid after everything that's happened
but here is where you have to be brave." He's right, | just pray to the goddess | don't f**k
this up. | walk back into the hospital with Atticus. Monica looks relieved when she sees
me. | start back down the hallway until I'm standing in front of the door to her room. |
take a few deep breaths, breathing in her scent. "You are a good man" Haze says. "You
didn't think that a long time ago when | listened to our Alpha and rejected our mate." "I
never thought you were a bad man, Derrick."” "Doing the wrong thing doesn't make you
bad, it means your human." "Now you have a chance to do what's right for us and our
mate." | smile and | hope he's right. | knock before | walk back in and | see a spark in
my mate's eyes before she drops her gaze from me. The Alpha nods at me. "I'm sorry |
ran out, | wasn't thinking." She picks her head back up this time holding my gaze. "I'm
glad you came back." Her words give me hope. "Gabby and Serina can | talk to Derrick
alone please." "Of course, we will go check on Tabitha." "Link me if you need us." They
hug my mate before they leave, closing the door behind them. "Did you mean what you
said before that you were scared?" | smile "absolutely." "Can | sit and I'll tell you why?"
She motions to the chair that is by her bed. | sit and ready myself to tell the most
important woman about my biggest mistake. "Before | tell you this story, | want you to
understand that | accept you." "You are my mate and nothing you told me changes how
| feel.” | see a tear run down her cheek. | want to reach up and wipe it away but | don't
know how she would feel about me touching her right now. She wipes the tear away
and | continue. "l wasn't always a rogue." "l was a Beta once and our pack was very
involved with a nearby coven." "I never agreed with working with the coven because



they were black magic but | had to listen to my Alpha.” "This is hard to say because |
hate myself for what | did and | don't want you to hate me." Cynthia POV

"He is nothing like that ba**ard Conrad."” "He wants us, Cynthia" Macie says. | hope
she's right. When he says | might hate him, | put my hand on his, wanting to reassure
him I'm here. I'm afraid of what he is about to say, but | keep in mind people can
change. "You are my second chance mate." | smile when he says that because we are
each other's second chance. Then | realize what he said about hating himself. "Tabitha
was a witch in that coven and when we met for the first time, | realized she was my
mate." I'm horrified, he's the man that rejected Tabby. "He isn't the same man, Cynthia"
Macie pleads with me. "l was coward and followed orders." "It is the biggest regret of my
life." "That's why when | found you, | panicked.” "See he wants us" Macie says. "How
can | accept him after what he did to Tabby?" "That isn't fair he made a mistake and you
shouldn't hold it against him." | feel so torn inside. AlImost every part of me wants to
accept this man and love him, but what about Tabby? As if my thoughts conjure her, the
door opens and she walks inside.

Derrick stands with worry written all over his face. Tabby walks toward me and leans
down, wrapping her arms around me. "You are strong and resilient." "My past doesn't
need to dictate your future" she whispers in my ear. She leans back and the smile on
her face melts away the guilt | was feeling about accepting Derrick. She walks around
the bed and | watch her stick out her hand. Derrick takes it and | can feel the tears
streaming down my face. "I forgive you and | want you to be happy with Cynthia."
"Thank you, Tabitha." "Just remember who | am because if you ever hurt her I will make
you disappear.” His face is comical and | can't help but laugh. "I have to get back to my
love" she says before she walks out of the room. Derrick turns and sits back down in the
chair. Before he starts to speak again, | stop him. "Derrick, what is your full name?" He
hesitates before he answers me. "My full name is Derrick Phillip Stone.” | take his hand
in mine. "l, Cynthia Marie Long, accept you Derrick Phillip Stone as my mate." The
smile that spreads across his face is amazing. "Thank you for giving me a chance." "I,
Derrick Phillip Stone, accept you Cynthia Marie Long as my mate." | hate that we can't
complete the bond but | have to heal. "l can't" he stops me. "We will complete the bond
when your healed and ready." "There is no rush." "l just want to sit her and hold your
hand." Derrick POV

Gabby comes back and | want Cynthia to rest while | deal with that ba**ard. "Cynthia, |
promise | won't be gone long." | can see the concern on her face. "l won't be going
alone and | promise | won't be gone long." | lean down "may | kiss your forehead love?"
She smiles and reaches up pulling me down pressing her lips to mine. It's not a deep or
passionate kiss, but it is amazing. A sweet loving kiss that warms my chest. | pull back
and she smiles. "Please hurry back." | nod and head for the waiting room. Atticus is
waiting and Lake has joined him. When they see me | can tell their concerned. "I'm
going back and | was wondering if a few soldiers would accompany me." "l would
appreciate the help but Maurice is mine." "I know the others won't hurt me once | tell
them what Kenneth and Maurice have done." "We will come with you" Lake says. "l can
deal with that ba**ard Kenneth while were there because we have a much bigger fight



to deal with." | look at him confused. "We will fill you in on that after we deal with these
ba**ards" Lake says. | watch them both link with their mates before we all head out of
the pack hospital.

| shift into Haze and we all take off toward the pack. We run as fast as our legs will carry
us. When we reach the edge of the forest near the cottages, | shift grabbing shorts.
Atticus and Lake do the same. They follow me and we walk into the territory out in the
open. Several of the pack members come out of the cottages and look confused. "I'm
hear for Maurice" | say into the air knowing that someone has probably already alerted
Kenneth were here." A few seconds later Kenneth followed by Maurice come out of the
far cottage. "I didn't expect to see you Derrick after you betrayed us." | laugh "I betrayed
you, that's a joke." "You have betrayed everyone by what you have done." | can see the
guestions on everyone's face at my words. "That's right you didn't tell everyone how you
tried to kill an innocent human for revenge." | hear the chatter of the pack members. "Is
that what you came for to tell everyone lies Derrick.” "No, | came to kill him" | say
pointing at Maurice. "l see you got my message" he laughs.

| growl "you are a pathetic excuse for a man." "You forced yourself on my mate and for
that your life is over." | see a hint of anger flash over Kenneth's face before he turns to
Maurice. "Is this true?" "Kenneth why do you care about some wh*re from the pack?" "I
warned you, he's yours to do what you want to" he throws over his shoulder as he goes
and takes a seat on a nearby porch. "Are you kidding Kenneth after he betrayed you"
Maurice yells. | don't wait for Kenneth to respond. | shift stalking toward him. He shifts
and we circle.each other. | have never felt this level of rage from Haze. He rushes
forward and clamps his jaw down on the wolf's shoulder. He whines and Haze keeps
the pressure on until we hear his bones break. He finally releases him only to clamp
down on his side. This time he pulls back, ripping out a chunk of flesh, dropping it to the
ground. The wolf stumbles falling on his side. Haze comes around until he is near his
neck. He clamps down, ripping his throat out. | shift walking back toward Atticus and
Lake. Lake POV

| expected something different from Kenneth but it won't save him from his fate. He tried
to kill my mate and for that his life is over. | look around at all the wolves that Derrick
spoke about. "I have no problem with your pack however your leader has committed a
crime against my Alpha mate that is punishable by death.” "So, you all have a choice,
whether you will stand by a man that has been doing evil behind your backs or you can
let him stand alone for his crimes." | look around and | watch as they turn facing away
from Kenneth. He laughs as he walks off the porch toward us. "I don't need their help to
beat a pathetic Alpha like you anyway." "That is unless you are going to have your two
lackeys help you." "I do not need any help to kill you Kenneth and honestly I'm tired of
you breathing the same air that my mate does." Razor comes forward and we shift.
Kenneth shifts into an average-sized dirty brown wolf. In any other instance, | wouldn't
fight a wolf of this size, but he has lost the right to my mercy. We start toward each
other and he swipes, catching me across the snout. | can tell that he is proud he landed
the hit. "He is going to pay for that" Razor says. "I think we should kill him quickly and
get back to our mates.” "Gladly" Razor says and lunges forward. He bites down on his



snout. The force of Razor's jaw, because we are so much bigger, breaks all the bones
in his snout. He whimpers and cries trying to pull away. Razor pulls back, ripping his
snout off. He immediately knocks him to the ground and places his paws on the wolf's
chest. He roars before he bends, engulfing his head in his mouth and biting down. He
starts to pull until his head rips from his body. He steps off what's left of the wolf and
drops his head to the ground. We shift and I slip shorts on that Atticus hands me. | turn
to Derrick. "Is there someone here that can take over leading these wolves?" He smiles
"Vanessa, can you come forward." A woman who looks to be in her thirtys steps in front
of me. "We have no further issues with each other and Derrick said that you can lead
these wolves." "Does everyone agree with that" | ask all the wolves standing around.
They bare their necks toward her and | have my answer. "Good luck” | say and turn
toward Derrick. "It's time to go home to our mates." He smiles at my words. He says his
goodbyes and we head back toward the pack. It's time to deal with that f**king coven.
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Tabby
POV

As | walk back down the hall, I think about how glad | am that Cynthia has him. | hate
what happened to her but | can see she will get through it with her mate by her side.
She is strong and that is half the battle. I'm glad to have made peace with that part of
my past. | want them both to be happy. Now I just need help my mate and to end those
ba**ards. | walk back in and Johnathon looks like his peacefully sleeping. | wish that
was really true. | don't know how long what Serina and | did will hold off the effects of
the soul spell. We don't have time to wait to find out. The girls look up when they realize
I've come in. "Is she alright" Serina asks with concern in her voice. It's amazing how
much she has matured since she has gotten Ruby. Make no mistake that she has
always been a level- headed girl, but now | can see the Alpha in her. | hope whoever
her mate turns out to be knows what a gift they have received from the goddess. | smile
at Serina's question. "It will take some time but she will be." "They both will be." She
smiles and hugs me. | walk over, taking his hand in mine. "I know you can hear me
love." "I promise you that | will be back soon and we can see our pup together for the
first time." | see a tear run down from the corner of his eye. The fact that he doesn't link
me makes me concerned about the amount of time we have left. | turn to Gabby and
Serina. "We need to gather as many men as we can so | can do a protection spell on
them." "It won't make them completely invulnerable to injury, but it's better than them
facing warlocks and witches with nothing." | watch Gabby link and she looks back to me.
"I will have two warriors posted here to protect Johnathon and Cynthia." "Lake is on his



way back with Atticus and Derrick.” The warriors arrive to stand guard and we head out
to the pack yard. Archer and Sabrina are also waiting. | watch as Lake, Derrick, and
Atticus's wolves break through the trees. Lake immediately shifts, pulling on shorts and
scooping Gabby up in his arms. | love that they found each other and are so happy.
Once he has breathed in her scent, he sets her on her feet turning toward me. "We are
ready when you are Tabby." | look around at all the people | consider family. | take a
deep breath and get my bearings before | address the wolves.

Derrick shocks me by stepping forward. "I'm going to stay with Cynthia, Tabitha." "You
deserve the pleasure of ending them after what they have done.” "l would love to be
there to watch them suffer, but my mate needs me more than | care to watch them die."
| smile because he really is a better man now and worthy of Cynthia's bond. | nod and
he runs toward the pack hospital. "These witches and warlocks are black magic and
they will not think twice about using lethal magic against you." "That being said, | want
you to all close your eyes."” None question me and do what | ask. | close my eyes, |
spread out my arms and begin to chant a protection spell over about a hundred wolves
that are standing before me. | feel stronger than | have ever felt and | smile to myself.
When a witch is pregnant, her baby can boost her magic. Our pup is a hybrid which
comes with even more power. Terrance and Brice are going to be very sorry for f**king
with my family. | open my eyes and | can see the wolves have felt the energy | have
passed to them. They begin to shift and Razor lays down, allowing Gabby and | to climb
on his back. He takes off in the direction of the coven.

A portal that is oval in shape has appeared where the field was. There is about twenty
cottages and a large mansion. "Let's go, | won't be able to hold the cloaking open for
very long." The wolves start to run through and we follow them. We wait for Tabby and
once she's inside, the opening is gone. We can look out at the woods like we're in a
bubble. We hear a horn blast and twenty men come running out of the large mansion.
We stand in front of our warriors. Tabby steps in front of all of us. "I have no business
with any of you, but make no mistake, if you do not give me Terrance and Brice, | will kill
you all." | see fear flash across a few faces and others who think this is a joke. They are
about to find out what happens when you piss Tabby off and they are going to be very
sorry. Terrance POV

I'm in my office just about to head downstairs and to that wolf pack with my best
warlocks. The phone rings and | stop putting it to my ear. "This is Terrance" | say and
for a moment there is silence. "Terrance, it's Simon." "Simon, I'm sorry | don't really
have time to talk right now and | haven't heard from Patricia." "Of course, you haven't
because she is dead just like your father." My blood runs cold in my veins at his words.
"What's the matter Terrance, cat got your tongue?" "What have you done Simon?" "l
took a life for a life." "I thought it was only fair." "You took my daughter from me and |
took your father from you." | scream and slam the phone down on my desk. | pick up the
paper weight throwing it as hard as | can at the wall. | place my hands on my desk and
begin taking deep breaths to calm myself down. How could he have come into my
coven and killed my father? He will die for what he has done and | will take control of his
coven too.



"Terrance, we have visitors, you might want to get down here" Xavier one of my ranked
warlock, says in my mind. What the f**k is happening now? "I'm on my way." | teleport
so I'm standing on the steps of the mansion. I'm looking at a hundred wolves and a very
pissed looking Tabitha. | smile, she came to me. That is very convenient, isn't it? Does
she really think that these mutts are any match for dark magic warlocks? | start to walk
toward them until | come to stand in front of my men. She watches my every move.
"Welcome home Tabitha." She snickers at me. "This is not my home and it never will
be." "Now, now don't be that way." "I know you want to save your precious mutt." Her
eyes flash with anger. "I don't need you to lift the soul spell to save my mate." "That will
happen when you die." | chuckle "so confident, | like that." "Tabitha, | have no plans to
die today but I will be making you mine." "Over your dead body" she says and raises her
hand in my direction.
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| raise my hand, preparing to kill them all if I have to. | hear my pack growling behind me
and | have no fear. | watch a warlock step forward, to Terrance's surprise. | look to him,
"I may be a black magic warlock, but I will not fight for a man that doesn't protect his
own coven." The shock must be evident on my face. He starts to walk away and others
begin to join him. "You f**king pathetic traitors." He raises his hand and | create a shield
blocking his attack. His energy ball dissipates as soon as it touches the shield. He whips
his head in my direction. There is a handful of men and women left standing behind
Terrance. "You have made your choice, now you will join him in death." Terrance
attempts to cast against me but I again block his attack. | see a flash of fear cross his
face when he isn't successful. The pack begins to spread out until the remaining
warlocks are surrounded by wolves. | see Gabby perched on Razor's back, smiling at
me. Ruby, though smaller, is magnificent standing beside Razor.

"Do you remember the day your family took my parents from me?" He laughs "your
parents were pathetic and thought they could go against the coven." "They got
everything they deserved." | raise my hand and begin to twist his arm until | hear the
breaking of bones. He screams "you f**king b**ch, what the f**k did you just do." "Did
you think that | was weak and this would be easy for you?" | laugh this time. "Where is
your pathetic father so I can kill you both at the same time?" He doesn't answer and
tries to cast against me again. When nothing happens, the flash of fear is now full-blown
panic. "What's the matter, is your magic gone Terrance?" "That's not possible." "I'll ask



again where is your father?" He still doesn't answer and | look to the warlocks that have
left him to die. Before | repeat myself, the warlock steps forward "his father is dead,
killed because of his actions." "He killed his own beloved because he wanted you for
power." | turn the anger growing with the knowledge of all he and his ba**ard father
have done. "You killed your own beloved for power." "Yes, and yours should be
imprisoned in his own body by now" he smiles.

| can feel my body being engulfed in rage. | look down at my hands and they are
glowing blue. I look back at Terrance and he takes a step back from me. "What's the
matter Terrance?" "l thought you wanted my power but here you are ready to run like
the b**ch you are." "Tabitha" he says with fear in his voice. My name on his lips sounds
very wrong and I'm done looking at him. | raise my hand "pain” | say and he falls to the
ground screaming. | look to Gabby and nod. The wolves start to stalk toward the
remaining warlocks and witches. "Stop" | say and Terrance is in a ball at my feet still
whimpering. "Tabitha please" he pleads as if | will show this monster any mercy. | raise
my hands lifting him off the ground in front of me. He starts to speak my name but |
wave my hand, silencing him. "For all you have done against your beloved, my parents,
and my beloved, your life is forfeit." "I pray the punishment that | am about to give you is
nothing compared to what the goddess does to you." | concentrate my energy on his
body picturing his blood heating up. | watch as his skin starts to turn red and the sweat
begins to pour off his face. He again starts to scream with the pain of boiling from the
inside out. | watch as his body starts to melt until he is just a puddle of flesh on the
ground. | look toward the wolves and all the warlocks and witches have all been dealt
with. search the website to access chapters of novels early and in the highest quality.

| feel the rage start to fade and look down to see the blue glow is gone. The warlocks
who abandoned Terrance walk back toward us. "Who is next in command?" The
warlock steps forward that refused to stand with Terrance. "I am second in command,
my name is Xavier Frank." "Xavier, my business with your coven is done but make no
mistake that if | get wind of anything | don't like | will come back here and finish you all."
"Your leaving, the coven is your right for killing Terrance." "l want nothing to do with this
coven and | appoint you its leader from this day forward.” "Don't make me regret that
decision." "l promise you that you won't." "Where is Megan?" He drops his head. "She's
gone" he says. "Gone like he killed her or gone like she left this coven."” "Terrance
thought he had killed her but | saved her." Why would he save her? "l had planned on
over throwing Terrance and the coven would need a leader.” "I couldn't let her die by his
hand, his own sister." He has no idea that she is just as evil as that ba**ard | just killed.
"If she returns to this coven | want to be notified immediately.” "Of course, ma'am." |
chuckle "my name is Tabitha Blade" | say. Razor comes to stand next to me and the
warlocks back away from my family. | get on Razor's back in front of Gabby and we turn
heading toward the cloaking shield. | pray | never have to return to this coven again.

As we run, | pray that Johnathon is awake and waiting for me. This time as we approach
the cloaking, | wave my hand, opening the portal so we can all run through. | feel like it
takes forever to reach the pack border. Razor runs straight to the pack hospital. | kiss
Gabby before | slide off and run into the hospital without another word. | reach



Johnathon's door and | say a quick prayer before | open it. | reach for the handle but the
door flies open. My beautiful mate is standing there with relief all over his face. I'm sure |
look the same. I'm lifted off the ground and there is no place | would rather be in this
moment. He sets me on my feet and slams his lips down on mine. He deepens the kiss
and | feel it all over my body. Before it goes any further, he pulls back, resting his head
against mine. "You have no idea how worried | was." "I have never felt so helpless in all
my life." "I'm fine, we both are."” He pulls back with the biggest smile | have ever seen.

He goes down onto his knees with his face near my belly. "Did you keep mama safe
little one?" I laugh "yes | most certainly got help from our pup.” He lifts my shirt and
kisses my belly. | hear someone clear their throat and | turn to see Serina and Gabby
smiling at us. "We wanted to make sure you were both alright” Gabby says. | hug them
both. "Thank you, for being my family and standing with me against that ba**ard."” "You
never have to thank us for that" Serina says. Johnathon hugs them both and before they
leave Gabby looks concerned. "I heard them say that Megan" | stop her. "Don't worry
about her."” "She will have her day but she is no threat to us now." They both smile and
head down the hall. Johnathon leads me inside the room. "The doctor won't let me
leave yet so we will be sleeping here tonight.” "That's good because we can have our
first ultrasound tomorrow before we go home." | take a quick shower and when | come
out of the bathroom, I slide into bed next to him. | meant what | said to Gabby I'm not
worried about Megan and for the first time | feel like there is no more threats to my
family. | lay my head on his chest and fall into a peaceful sleep. | dream about our life
with our pup and a happy future.

Gabriella POV

| walk with Serina back to our parent's wing. After we fill them in on everything that
happened. My mother looks shocked. "She boiled him" she says. "l have never seen
anything like it mom." "She seemed more powerful than normal." My father smiles "she
was." | wait for his explanation. "Tabby is pregnant with a hybrid." "Their pup is
werewitch which means they will be powerful too." "The pup probably gave her own
very powerful magic a boost." "That's awesome" Serina says and | chuckle. "Yes, it is
very awesome." "Alright | better go to my room before Lake comes looking for me." |
kiss my sister and parents before | head to our room. The new pack house is almost
ready and | can't wait to have something that is both mine and Lake's. My sister will be
moving onto the floor below us and my parents will maintain this pack house. We have
made more than enough room for our expanding pack.

| reach the room and head inside. Lake must be in the shower so | decide to join him. |
open the bathroom door and he takes my breath away. He is under the spray and water
is running down his muscled back and a**. | follow the path of the water down to his
feet. He really is the sexist man. | look back up before | pull my shirt over my head and
he is smiling at me. | wait for him to tease me for being caught but he just watches me
undress. Once I'm completely undressed, | get in the shower and he wraps his arms
around me. "l thank the goddess every day that she brought you to me." He slams his
lips down on mine before | can tell him | feel the same way. Once I'm breathless he



pulls back lifting me and placing me against the wall so his face is at my core. He takes
a long lick and it sends heat through my body. He begins to lick me like a starving man
and I'm his last meal. | know | won't last long if he continues what he is doing. | grab his
hair and that seems to increase his pace. "Lake" | gasp and he bites down on my cl*t
pushing me over the edge. He doesn't even give me time to come down from my high
as he slides me down his body impaling me with his c**k.

He starts to pound into me relentlessly. He reaches down and begins to circle my cl*t
with his thumb as he pounds into me over and over again. | can feel the o****m building
again. He leans in and sinks his canines into my marking spot and | scream out my
release. The 0****m is so intense | see stars. My core starts to milk his c**k and he
empties his seed deep inside me. After we both come down, he lowers me to the floor.
He kisses me softly this time. "l love you Lake", | say when he pulls back from the kiss.
"l love you more" he says. He takes the body wash and begins to wash my body. |
never knew how intimate it would be to have him washing me. | try to take the body
wash to return the favor but he stops me. "Not right now, | want to take care of you." He
bends down running his hands up and down my legs. When he reaches the top of my
thigh his hands stop. | look down and his eyes are wide. What the f**k could be
happening now? "Lake what's happening?"
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Gabiriella

POV "Lake, what's happening?" The smile that spreads across his face eases the
nerves in my belly, but wh | can see unshed tears in his eyes. "We are going to have a
pup, Gabriella." "Excuse me, what did you j see a look of concern on Lake's face
probably because I've been silent for a long time. "Are you not ha his face and | roll my
eyes. He slams his lips down on mine and when he pulls away, I'm breathless. Hene up,
carrying me out of the shower. Once we are both dried off, we head into bed. I'm still in
shock that there is a life growing inside me. Once we slide into bed, Lake slides down
so his lips are near my belly. "Hello my pup, I'm your daddy. man more than | do in this
moment. He comes back up and pulls me so my head is lying on his chest. know he's
right so we will just have to go to the hospital before anyone gets up. | know that Lake is
pr name. "l love you, Lake Solace." He kisses my forehead and | fall into a peaceful
sleep. The Next Day

hell could have happened? "Lake" | say and without a word, he leans in, laying a soft
kiss on my belly before he stands up. He puts his hands on my face and "l say and he
chuckles. "I can hear our pups heart beating in your belly." | don't even know what to
say. I'm going to have a pup. I'm going to be a mother. | out having a pup love?" | wrap



my arms around him "of course, I'm happy.” "I'm just shocked.” "I didn't expect it to
happen so soon." He gets a smug smile on

h "Lake, | don't think the pup can hear you yet." "l don't care, | plan on talking to our pup
every day until we actually have it in our arms.” | couldn't love this can we not say
anything to anyone until we see the pack doctor.” He smiles "l promise | won't say a
word, but don't forget your father is still an Alpha." | right, but | want to be sure before
we tell everyone. He starts to run his fingers through my hair. "l love you, Gabriella
Solace." | smile at his use of my full SEar*ch the website to access chapters of novels
early and in the highest quality.

| wake up to a knock on our bedroom door. It can only be our family because no one
else is allowed o but releases me. | grab my robe wrapping it around me. "Who is it?"
"Gabby it's dad." Lake's words abo funny."” "No, I'm fine, I'm just not dressed yet." "Ok,
your mother and | want to speak to you and Lake w are you smiling?" "You're cute when
you're nervous." | roll my eyes and head into the bathroom. Once no matter what he is
wearing. He comes over wrapping me in his arms. "l know your nervous but you "You
both know | do" he stops me. "We were only kidding, love." "Let's go have breakfast
with your par nd then we can go straight to the hospital." He takes my hand, leading me
to the dining room. When we walk in, Serina jumps up and wraps me in a hug. | feel her
stiffen and | realize my father isn't the only one who is an Alpha wolf. She pulls back and
smil she doesn't say a word. "Thank you", | link her. She nods and after we greet my
parents and my brothers, we take a seat at the table. "So we wanted to talk to you all
about what happens next with the pack”, my dad says. I'm confused but | just listen.
"Since Att no longer Lake's Beta, your brothers have decided that they would like to
take that role with Nicholas if you three agree.” | smile and turn to Lake, who nods at
me. "As long as Serina agrees, we do." She looks at the two of them "I can't think of two
better wolv elp us run the pack."” They come around and hug both of us before they
shake Lake's hand. "We will make you proud we promise" John says as James nods his
agreement. "Now that it's settled, we have one more announcement to make." | hold my
breath wo g what the hell he could possibly be announcing. "Nicholas, John, and James
will be going to Beta training for the next year so we will be having a party in two days to
see them off." | see a look of sadness on Serina's face but before | can say anything
Uncle hd Aunt Tracey walk in with Nicholas. "You're just in time, we were just talking
about the boys going away for training." "I hate it but | know it has to happen” Aunt
Tracey says and Uncle Levi wraps his arm around her. "They will be fine Tracey" Uncle
Levi says. Everyone sits and we eat breakfast in comfortable silence. Tabitha POV

loor. | start to sit up and Lake wraps his arms around me tighter. "Don't get up yet" he
whispers. | chuckle "someone is knocking on the door, Lake." He groans being Alpha
and knowing about the pup come rushing back. "What's up dad?" "Is everything alright
Gabby?" "Of course, why do you ask?" "You just sound ou get dressed." "Please come
to our dining room." "Ok dad, will be there shortly." | hear his footsteps as he walks
away and | turn to find a smiling Lake. "Why



ne with my morning routine, | put on yoga pants and a t-shirt. | walk out into the
bedroom and Lake is wearing a black t-shirt and a pair of jeans. He is hot eed to be." "
just want to see the doctor and be sure." He laughs "you don't trust my wolf hearing."”
"Razor is offended you know."

| wake up and Johnathon is wrapped around me. | am so grateful he is safe and | can't
wait to see our pup this morning. | manage to untangle myself and head into the
bathroom. I'm grateful | haven't had any morning sickness yet and I'm hoping it will stay
that way. | finish up in the bathroom and when | come out, Johnathon is sitting up in
bed. "Good morning", | say and kiss his lips. "Good morning" he says when | pull back. |
can feel his excitement through our bond. He pushes the bell and the nurse comes in.
"Good morning, how can | help you?" "l wanted to have the doctor check me over so |
can be discharged", Johnathon says. "The doctor also told me | can have my ultrasound
this morning." "Of course, let me go find the doctor."” A few minutes later the doctor
returns with the ultrasound machine. He checks Johnathon over first and agrees to
discharge him. I'm glad that we will be able to sleep in our own bed tonight. "Alright
Tabby, lay down and let's take a look at your pup." Johnathon gets up and | take his
place. | pull my shirt up and he begins to wave the wand over my belly.

The picture appears on the screen and | can't believe how amazing it is. Johnathon,
takes my hand and leans down kissing my forehead. "Everything looks perfect,” the
doctor says. "The pup looks big, how far along am I?" He chuckles "because your pup is
a hybrid your pregnancy will only last about four months.” "You are about a month along
right now." "Do you two want to know what you're having?" | look at Johnathon "I do for
sure but it's up to you Johnathon." "l want to so we can start thinking about names." We
look back to the doctor and he smiles. "You're having a girl." | can feel the tears run
down my cheeks. We're going to have a daughter. "Congratulations, I'll get you some
pictures printed and give you a minute alone" he says before he leaves the room.
"We're going to have a daughter”, Johnathon says with disbelief in his voice. | squeeze
his hand. "Yes, we are and she is going to be amazing." "Just like her mother" he says,
kissing me one more time before | get myself situated. "l am so ready to go home and
celebrate.” "I'm going to make you breakfast, anything you want." | think for a minute.
"Chocolate pancakes sound really good." "Chocolate pancakes it is then." We leave the
room and the doctor meets us in the hallway. After | have my vitamins and the pictures,
we head toward the lobby. I'm shocked when | see Gabby and Lake walking down the
hall with another doctor toward us.

Lake POV

| feel like a kid at Christmas with this secret. As we eat our breakfast, | rush so we can
get over to the hospital. Gabriella linked me that Serina knows and | wasn't surprised
with how special her wolf is. I'm glad she kept it to herself for Gabriella's sake. | know
she is nervous but | have never been surer of anything in my life. The minute | heard the
heart beat last night, my world stopped. I'm going to be a father. My pup will always
know love and the feeling of being important. After we say our goodbyes, we head out
of the dining room and downstairs. "Gabby" we hear Serina call and we both turn to



face her. She rushes over and whispers "you better come tell me after you go to the
hospital." We both smile and hug Serina. We head toward the pack hospital. "I can't wait
to see our pup" Razor says. "Me either Razor." "You are going to be a great father,
nothing like," I stop him. "I know Razor, let's not even bring him up right now when we
are talking about our pup and happy things." "You're right, let's focus on Gabriella and
our pup." We walk through the doors and the doctor is waiting for us. As we follow him, |
see Tabby and Johnathon coming out of the room that Johnathon was in last night. The
minute Tabby spots us, she looks confused. | look at Gabriella and she is trying to be
calm. We reach each other and Johnathon looks like he is on cloud nine. "You look
much better." "I'm glad to see you up and around." "Thank you, Alpha, | feel a thousand
times better.” "l see the doctor discharged you so he must agree.” "Ok what's up" Tabby
says. "l came to see the doctor, nothing serious" Gabriella says. Tabby crosses her
arms and just stares at Gabby. "Do you remember | helped raise you?" "I know when
you are keeping secrets." "l promise you its nothing bad but | need to see the doctor
before | talk to you and our family." "Ok, but you link me and we will be right over." We
both hug Tabby and | shake Johnathon's hand before we go into the exam room. Once
Gabriella is on the table, we wait for the doctor to come back with the machine. "Do you
think I'm being silly for not just telling everyone what you said.” | take her chin in my
fingers. "l think that whatever makes you comfortable is the right thing to do love." A
knock on the door brings us out of our conversation. "I'm sorry to interrupt but the doctor
wants me to draw some blood" the nurse says. "Of course,” Gabriella says.

After about ten minutes, the doctor comes back in with a huge smile on his face. "Well,
Alpha, there is nothing wrong with your hearing." "Your blood levels are high which is
good." "Congratulations to both of you on your pup.” The smile on Gabriella's face
makes warmth bloom in my chest. | was worried after her reaction she was only saying
she was happy because she didn't want to worry me. "Let me go grab the machine and
we can get a look at the pack's future Alpha." He leaves and moments later returns with
the ultrasound machine. | take Gabriella's hand as he begins to move the wand on her
belly. | have never been this nervous in my whole life. The screen is turned toward the
doctor and when | see the look on his face my heart sinks.
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| feel like there is a rock in my stomach when | see the doctor's face. All the happiness |
felt after he told us that my blood test was positive is fading and being replaced with
fear. A fear that there is something wrong with my pup or, worse, that I've lost it all



together. How can | feel so sick about something that I didn't even know I had until last
night? "What's wrong" | finally manage to force the question from my lips. The doctor
snaps his eyes to mine and his eyes soften. "l apologize if | scared you, Alpha." "l was
just a little bit shocked by what's on the screen." "Shocked by what", Lake asks with
irritation in his voice. | squeeze his hand and he seems to settle down. He turns the
screen and | can't believe what I'm seeing. The doctor smiles "now | know why your
levels were so high." | point at the screen but | can't even speak. "That would be three
pups, triplets to be precise." | look at Lake and he looks frozen in place. "Lake say
something please.” "We're going to have three pups" he says slowly and a smile breaks
out on his face. | release the breath | was holding but the fear remains.

"They are definitely Alpha pups as they are already big and you are only about three
weeks along." Oh, my goddess, I'm going to carry three Alpha wolves. | know my mom
carried my brothers but this is three pups. This time Lake squeezes my hand trying to
offer me reassurance. "l can see your concern, Alpha Gabriella, but | promise you that
the goddess knows you're strong enough to do this." "Your pregnancy will be shorter
than average werewolves." "How long does an Alpha pregnancy last?" "It can be over
as early as three months depending on the pup's growth." "I'm going to finish doing the
pup's measurements and get you some pictures to take home." "Then the nurse will get
you some vitamins and you will need to see me weekly." After he finishes, he leaves
and | lay on the table getting my baring's. I'm trying to absorb all that we just learned.
I'm happy about the pups. | just pray that my body takes good care of them and I'm able
to hold my healthy pups.

Lake POV

When the doctor turns the screen, I'm in absolute shock. Talon is howling in my mind.
"We're going to have three pups.” "You did well, Lake." | feel like | should pinch myself
because this must be a dream. That's why the heartbeat was so strong. | couldn't be
happier until | see the concern on Gabriella's face. | know the doctor is right but |
understand why she might be afraid. After the doctor leaves, | help her to situate her
clothes and sit up. "Gabriella talk to me, tell me what you're thinking." She looks into my
eyes. "I'm happy and | love the thought of three little pups running around that are a
perfect mix of me and you." "But" | say waiting for her to finish. "Lake, | know I'm strong
but what if my body can't handle it and | lose one or all of our pups.” | should have
known she isn't worried about herself. She is worried about the pups. | take her chin in
my fingers. "I'm sure the goddess wouldn't bless us like this, to just take it away." "All we
can do is have faith and pray that all our pups stay healthy.” "What if" she starts to say
and | stop her. "We are not going to live in the land of what if?" "We are going to live
and whatever happens we will get through it together.”

She smiles and | lean in kissing her lips softly. | lean down and kiss her belly three
times. She chuckles and when | stand up, she wraps her arms around me. A knock
sounds on the door and the doctor comes in with the pictures and the vitamins.
"Remember what | said, Alpha, | want to see you weekly." "We will be here, | promise
you that." "Alphas | don't know how long you two plan to keep this to yourselves but you



won't have long before you can't." "What do you mean" | ask. "Don't be shocked when
your body changes quickly because based on the pup's size | would say you will be
showing in the next few days" he says to Gabriella. She lays her hands on her flat belly
and | can't wait to see it round with my pups. | take her hand and we head toward the
pack house. Once we get inside, Serina is waiting for us. She jumps up, rushing over to
Gabriella. "What did the doctor say" she whispers. "Let's go up to the office sissy and
we can tell you what happened at the hospital.” "Why were you at the hospital?" | hear
Archer's voice and we both look to the top of the stairs. Archer and Sabrina are standing
there with concerned looks on their faces. "Love, what do you want to do" | link
Gabriella. "Well, since the doctor said we don't have time and we know the pups are
good, we can tell them now." | feel the excitement rush through my body that we are
going to tell our family about the pups.

Gabriella POV

| was glad to see Serina when we walked in because, despite being afraid of what might
happen, | want her to know about the pups. When | hear my father's voice asking about
the hospital, | adjourn to the fact that it's time to tell my parents and Serina. | just hope
that the doctor is right about me being strong enough to carry my pups. | appreciate
when Lake links me, but honestly, a part of me is excited to share this with my family
despite the fear. "Can we go to the office and Lake and | will fill you in on our visit to the
hospital?" | can see my mom wants to demand answers but she follows my father up to
the office. Once we're inside, | don't even wait for them to sit. "I'm pregnant” | blurt out.
My mother screams and my father smiles like he won the lottery. Before my mother can
get to me, Serina has her arms around me. "I'm going to be an aunt." | chuckle hugging
her back. "Yes, you are." "Alright, let me hug your sister.” My mother wraps her arms
around me. | just stay still, feeling my mother's love and protection around me for a
moment. When she lets go, my father picks me up like he did when | was a kid. "Dad" |
say. "Dad nothing, | can still hug my baby." He finally sets me on my feet and everyone
hugs Lake.

"I'm glad you're all so excited but there is actually more news." My parents look
confused and Serina looks excited. | look at Lake. It's only right he gets to tell them
about the triplets. "We are having three pups." The look of shock on my parent's face is
comical. Serina starts jumping up and down and screaming. She jumps into my arms.
"Three pups, I'm going to be an aunt to three pups." "Are they sure Gabby" my mother
asks. | pull the pictures out handing them to my parents and Serina. | see the tears in
my mother's eyes. She wraps me in a hug. "l know your probably scared because | was,
but | promise you will do just fine." "I hope so mom." "I know you will, Gabby, you've
always strong and capable" my father says. "The doctor says I'll be showing in the next
few days so | think we should make the announcement to the pack at the going away
party.” | can tell that Lake is shocked by what | just said. I'm going to put my fear away
and enjoy this journey. Lake's right, worrying won't change anything. "I know Tabby and
Johnathon had their ultrasound this morning so | would like to have a dinner for our
family first before we announce it to the pack." "Absolutely, | will go speak to the girls
about having dinner in our private dining room tonight." "I'll let Tabby and Johnathon



know to come to the dining room for five tonight."” "Sounds perfect” | say and we head
back to our floor.

Lake gets a link and when he looks back at me, he smiles. "That was one of the workers
on the new pack house." "They are almost done." "Can we go see it?" "l think that can
be arranged, Mrs. Solace." He kisses me and when we get outside, he shifts. | climb on
Razor's back and he runs slowly. | love both my mates. He is being careful because of
our pups. When we reach the new pack house, | can't believe that it's almost done.
Razor lays down and | slide off. Lake shifts and leads me inside. It's magnificent and I'm
glad we picked everything together. He leads me upstairs to our floor. We walk from
room to room looking at the bedrooms. We walk into a large room across from the
master bedroom. | picture three cribs, a changing table, a rocking chair, and toys. Lake
leans in kissing me. "l thought the same thing love." He leads me across the hall and
the bedroom is beautiful. It has a sitting area and a huge walk-in closet big enough for
both of us. | turn to Lake. "This whole thing is perfect.” "Thank you" | say wrapping my
arms around his waist. "l will do anything to make you happy Gabriella, because that is
what you have done for me." "You have completed me and made me so happy." "Thank
you for loving me and making me a father.” He leans down kissing my lips and | feel all
the love he has for me in that kiss.
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Lake
POV

I've been excited since we decided to tell everyone else about the pups at dinner
tonight. To say that | was shocked when Gabriella said she was ready to tell the pack
tomorrow is an understatement. I'm ready to tell every person we know. After | took
Gabriella to the new pack house, we decided to head back to our room so we won't be
late for the dinner. We have a few hours, so we decided to just spend some time
vegging out. | lay my head on her belly as we lay on the couch in our room. "Hey little
ones, we're going to tell the whole family about you tonight" | say and she laughs. | lay
my cheek on her belly just enjoying the feel of her skin against mine. | get a link and lift
my head. Archer asks to speak to me alone in his office. "Your dad wants to talk to me
in the office.” "l won't be gone long." Gabriella asks me what he wants but I'm not sure.
He didn't really say what he needed me for, but it doesn't matter. Archer is more of a
father to me than Raymond ever was. | push the thoughts of my father away and head
to the office. I walk in and Archer is seated in the guest chair. | know that Gabriella and |
are the Alphas of the pack now, but it still feels weird for him to sit in a guest chair. |
take my seat and he smiles at me. "l won't keep you long, | know you need to get ready
for our special dinner." | nod and he continues. "I'm proud of you Lake." "I know I've said



it before but it needs to be said again.”" "The goddess makes no mistakes but some
wolves wouldn't have seen being mated to Gabriella as a gift." | know he isn't
specifically talking about my father but his image pops into my mind. He was wrong
about a lot in my life and I'm glad that it was my mother that instilled what was important
about mates in me. "Loving and accepting Gabriella was the easiest decision I've ever
made in my life." "She isn't weak because of who she is and she doesn't make me
weak." "If any thing she is my strength and the fact that a wolf pack sees her as a leader
speaks volumes about that strength." He smiles and nods. "The next part of your
journey will not be easy but | have faith you both will be each other's anchor in whatever
storms come your way." "I know Gabriella is afraid just as Sabrina was about carrying
wolf pups, but they were picked by the goddess because she knew they were what we
both needed" he says smiling. "You will need to remind her of her strength when the
fear of carrying pups or making the wrong decisions creeps into her mind." "I will remind
her every day that she is everything to me, the pack, and our pups.” "Good, now you
better go get dressed before my mate kills me for making you late.” | laugh and we both
stand. He bro-hugs me before | head back upstairs. When | walk in, she is still sitting on
our couch watching tv. "How did your talk go with dad?" "It was nice but he told me to
make sure we aren't late or your mom is going to kill him." She smiles and when she
stands, she's wearing an oversized sweater and jeans. | wrap her in my arms and lay a
soft kiss on her lips before | jump into the shower. I'm dressed and ready to go in ten
minutes, which is good because we are expected in the dining room in five minutes.
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It's still surreal that | have three pups growing in my body. While Lake is downstairs
talking to my father, I lie on the couch with my hands on my still flat stomach. After a few
minutes of imagining myself with a big belly, | get up to get dressed. | know what the
doctor said about showing very soon and even though I'm not, | still throw on an
oversized sweater and jeans. Once Lake is dressed, we head to the dining room. I'm
excited to tell my brothers and our family about the pups. I'm also excited to find out
about Tabby and Johnathon's pup. When we walk in, I'm in shock. Not only are my
brothers there, but my Aunt Willow, Uncle Harris, Aunt Tracey, Uncle Levi, and Nicholas
are on one side of the table. My Grandma Fern and Grandpa River are sitting on the
opposite side of the table next to Serina. Now I'm nervous and excited. Everyone gets
up to greet us. Once I've been hugged by everyone, we take our seats next to Serina.
My parents take their seats before Tabby and Johnathon come in and sit down next to
Lake. "Now that we are all here, we have some big news to share with everyone", my
mother says. | want Tabby to go first, so I interrupt her before she calls on me to
announce our pups.

"Tabby and Johnathon had their first ultrasound today." | turn to Tabby and she smiles.
She takes Johnathon's hand and they both stand. "We are having a girl." There are
screams and hoots along with congratulations all around the table. "Now, | believe that
we aren't the only ones that have big news" Tabby says, winking at me and Lake. This
time Lake and | stand. He squeezes my hand and everyone is staring at us with huge



smiles on their faces. I'm sure they think they know what we are about to announce but
they are in for a shock. "Lake and | found out yesterday that we are also expecting." My
aunts both run around the table hugging us before my grandmother gets to me. "You
are all jumping the gun, there's more" Lake says with a huge smile on his face and
everyone freezes with their eyes focused on me. "We aren't just having one pup.”
"Twins Aunt Willow yells." | raise my hand showing three fingers. If | thought they
screamed before, it was nothing compared to now. "Oh, my goddess, three pups" my
grandmother says with tears in her eyes. She hugs me tight like she doesn't want to let
me go. "I'm so proud of you Gabriella.” "Thank you, grandma but | can't take credit for
all of this." "No, | don't mean about the pups." "I'm talking about the woman and leader
you have become."” She kisses my cheek before I'm passed around for hugs again.
Once everyone has congratulated us both, we all take our seats to eat our dinner.

The Next Day Serina POV

| wake up and head into the bathroom. | shower and when I'm done, | head into my
closet to find comfortable clothes. | promised Ruby that after we helped my mother set
up for the party we could go on a run. | head downstairs and grab a muffin and milk.
Once | make it to the banquet hall, I'm shocked to see that everything looks done. | look
around and that's when | see my mother walking toward me with Tabby. Now it makes
more sense why everything is done, | chuckle. "Good morning, sweetheart" my mother
says before she kisses my forehead. | hug Tabby telling her how nice everything looks.
"Do you need me to do anything else, mom, before I go for a run?" | see concern flash
across her face because my mother worries about her pups even when she knows |
have my wolf. "Is anyone going with you?" "Mom, Ruby and | will be fine, | promise."
"Alright but don't be gone for to long.” "The party starts in a few hours.” | nod and kiss
her cheek before | head out of the pack house.

| walk up the path to the clearing and start to take off my clothes. "That isn't necessary"
Ruby says to me. "Yes, it is, these are one of my favorite pair of jeans." She laughs "just
trust me and shift." | roll my eyes but do as she asks. As soon as | give Ruby control,
she takes off. | will never tire of the feeling of running in wolf form. It is truly amazing to
feel the wind rushing past our fur. She is faster than any other wolf in the pack. As we
run toward the border, | remind her not to leave the territory. She ignores me completely
and crosses the border heading into the woods outside the territory line. "Ruby turn
around, we can't be out here." "I smell something and we need to check it out.” "Ruby
mom is going to Kill us for leaving the territory." "Ruby what do you smell?" "I smell
rogue and blood." "Holy s**t, that's all the more reason for us to get help before we get
ourselves in trouble." As soon as the words leave my mouth, | spot a body lying about
twenty feet from us. Ruby stalks forward and when we get close enough, | can see it's a
woman lying face down.

Ruby breathes deep and bends nudging her with her snout. She moans and | feel
panicked. She's alive and someone left her out here to die. "Ruby, we need to shift so |
can help her." We shift and I look down in shock. My clothes are on and they are
completely intact. "How" | start to say, but then | stop myself. My clothes are not



important right now. | bend down and roll her onto her back. That's when | notice that
she is around Gabby's age. | start to look down her body for injuries and that's when |
notice her belly. I'm sure my eyes get big with the shock | feel. "Ruby, she is very
pregnant.” "We need to get her to the hospital and figure out where the blood on her
clothes is from." | don't wait for Ruby to answer. | link my father "dad, | need your help."
He immediately answers "what's wrong sweetheart?" | explain where | am and what's
happening. He cuts the link without a word.

A few minutes later, Brutus and several warriors approach us. My father shifts and
rushes to me. "This was very dangerous, Serina" he says, before he turns to the girl
lying on the ground. He scoops her up without another word. Once we reach the pack
hospital, my mother is waiting. | can see she isn't happy and I'm sure my father told her
where | was but right now the focus is on the girl | found. My father places her on the
gurney and the nurses wheel her through the double doors. My mother turns toward me
"what were you thinking leaving the territory." "I'm sorry mom, Ruby could smell the girl
and we needed to help her.” "You scared me, | know you're strong, but you're my pup.” |
smile "I know that mom and | promise you that Ruby and | will always be careful but we
are an Alpha of this pack.” My father smiles at my words and my mother wraps me in
her arms. "Just promise me that you will always be careful.” "I will."
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We head to the hospital after my mother links us about Serina finding the rogue girl
outside the pack inside. Cynthia and Derrick are walking toward us. | smile to see them
holding hands as they walk dow and Derrick wraps his arm around her waist. "I know
that Tabby has forgiven Derrick for what he did b after everything that happened it will
be good for me too to start over." "This will always be my home a pack member.
"Gabby, we will see you all the time, this isn't goodbye." | look at her confused. She ju
forget that." | wrap her in a hug one more time. Lake shakes Derrick's hand before they
head out of the Lake leans in and kisses my forehead. We head down the hallway and
my parents are sitting on chairs sorry | just don't understand why she would go out of
the territory without one of us.” "l understand a feel for her putting herself at risk
lessens. "l just want to make sure she is safe, no matter her title she before Lake and |
go into the room. Serina is sitting in a chair near the bed. I look at the girl who has
protecting the pups growing there.

Serina POV



I'm sitting next to the bed of the woman Ruby and | found outside the territory. | can't
imagine who w he could tell me is that her vital signs are stable. He will be back in a few
minutes to check on the pup standing near the door. | stand going over to speak to
them. | know she's unconscious but that doesn worried" she whispers in my ear. "I know
your strong but it's hard to not act like the big sister.” | chuck cheek.

believe she went by herself. | know that she and Ruby are strong, but that still doesn't
mean she should put herself at risk. We reach the hospital and head hall. As soon as
she reaches me, she wraps me in a hug but says nothing. | hug her back, knowing
exactly what she is saying, without words. She pulls back sure it would be hard for her
and Johnathon if he was here every day." | start to speak and she stops me. "l know
what you're going to say Gabby but honestly u will always be my friend but we both
need to start fresh together." | understand but a part of my heart breaks for all that has
happened and to lose her as they are leaving the pack. "Alpha Atticus has offered us a
place in the sister pack." | smile "I'm glad because you're important to us and | don't
want you to ital.

le one of the rooms. They both jump up when they see us. "Where's Serina,” | ask
harsher than | mean. "You need to calm down Gabby" my father says. "I'm ree but you
also need to remember she is an Alpha just like you." "Her wolf is always going to want
to protect those that are weaker or in need." The anger | ways be my little sister." My
father smiles and my mother wraps me in a hug. She whispers "she is strong just like
you." | pull back, taking a deep breath s on her face and arms. She is covered by a
blanket but | can clearly see the bump of her belly. Out of instinct, | place my hands on
my own flat belly

urt her like this, knowing she is carrying a pup. | listen to the beep of the machines and
watch the steady rise and fall of her chest. The doctor just left but all a prayer to the
goddess that her pup is alright after all she has endured. | hear the door open expecting
it to be the doctor, but I turn to find Lake and Gabby she can't hear us. "I know you're
probably upset” | start to say, but I'm stopped when I'm engulfed in Gabby's arms. "I
was upset but only because | was on't ever want you to not act like my big sister.” "
promise you just like | did mom and dad that we will always be careful." She pulls back
and kisses my

"Tell us exactly what happened, Serina" Lake says. "Ruby and | were out on a run when
she caught the scent." "She also scented blood." She ran determined to find her even
though she was outside the territory. Gabby smiles "that's the Alpha in her dad said.”
"Her need to protect the weak and injured."” A sense of pride swells in my chest that I've
been blessed uby. "Once we shifted and | was able to look her over more closely, which
is when | noticed she was very pregnant.” "I knew there was no way | could get her
back myself and | didn't want us out there any longer than we had to be so | linked dad."
Hurt flashes my sister's face and | know exactly what she is thinking. | take her hand.
"We both have to change the way we think." "My instinct is still to call dad but he isn't
the Alpha anymore, we are." She smiles "I get it, believe me, sometimes it's still strange
for me." A light knock sounds on the door and the doctor opens it. He wheels in the



ultrasound machine. "I'm going to step out and give her some privacy for the doctor to
do the scan”, Lake says. | have no intention of leaving her side until | know she is
alright. I'm not sure why | feel so protective over her but | do. "I'm going to stay with
Serina", Gabby says. The doctor wheels the machine over and exposes her belly that
has scars all over it. My heart clenches in my chest. The only reason wolves scar is if
we are given silver to stop our healing. Someone has been torturing this poor girl. He
begins to move the wand over her belly and when the screen lights up | see two
outlines. Two perfect little faces on the screen. The nurse comes in handing papers to
the doctor. | hear him gasp and look back at the screen. "What's wrong", | speak and |
can feel Ruby at the surface. He stands coming around the bed and pulls down her
gown, exposing her marking spot. | don't understand what we're looking at and, by
Gabby's face, neither does she. He turns to both of us with sadness in his eyes.
"Alphas, this woman has been used for breeding." | feel bile rise in my throat. "Explain
what you mean exactly" Gabby says. "The bites on her neck are from more than one
vampire and the pups in her belly are hybrids."” "She has been used to feed and breed."
| feel frozen in place after listening to his words. That can't be true. What kind of
monsters would do such a thing? | can feel Ruby at the surface and | manage to push
her down. We need to be calm and find out all we can. "Are the pups alright”, | ask. The
doctor looks confused by my question. | repeat myself and he finally answers. "Yes
Alpha, the pups look healthy." | nod and he leaves the room.

Gabriella POV

| can't believe what I'm hearing. | go to the door after the doctor leaves because Lake
and our parents need to know what we were just told about this poor girl. Lake comes to
stand next to me. I'm sure he can feel my anger and sadness through our bond. He
takes my hand in his as my parents go to stand next to Serina. As | retell the story, both
my father and Lake growl. "We will post warriors at her door to alert us when she
wakes", Lake says. "No, I'll stay with her", Serina says. | go over to hug my sister. |
know she feels responsible for this girl since she found her. "The minute she wakes up,
link us." "I promise, | will." "Please tell the boys I'm sorry | won't be at the party." "Of
course, I'm sure they will stop by to see you before they leave" | say and we turn to go.
As we walk back to the pack house, the thoughts of everything this woman has been
through plague my mind despite my efforts to push it away. When we reach our room,
Lake leads me over to a chair and pulls me to sit on his lap. "Gabriella, I'm as upset as
you are about what has happened to that poor she-wolf, but we need to make sure she
is not a threat to the pack." "Razor doesn't think she is but we need to be sure." | hate
that he is right after all she is the one that is lying in the hospital bed but the pack's
safety has to be our first priority. He places his hand on my face and looks into my eyes.
"Love, she is safe and we will make sure whoever used her this way pays for it dearly." |
press my lips to his and thank the goddess that Lake was picked for me.

Once we are both dressed, we head down to the party. Everyone is having a good time
and | try to focus on spending time with my brothers and Nicholas before they leave. We
are all sitting around having dinner. Nicholas stands "I'm going to bring some food over
to the hospital for Serina and say my goodbyes." "That's a good idea, we will come with



you", James says. They head toward the food and out of the banquet hall. My brothers
have grown up so much and I'm glad they decided to become ranked members of the
pack. Serina POV

"Ruby" | say her name hoping she isn't angry that | stopped her from coming forward
earlier. "I'm not upset, Serina." "You did the right thing, we needed to stay in control.” "I
just can't believe that there are men out there that would do such horrible things." "I
wish there wasn't Ruby but there are.” After everything that happened with Lake and
Gabby, I know there are. A knock sounding on the door stops our conversation. | turn to
see Nicholas, followed by my brothers walking in with food. | smile, "you didn't have to
bring me food." "Yes, we did, you didn't eat", James says, and | laugh. Nicholas hands
me the plate. They all look in the direction of the girl. "Is she alright,” John asks, as he
walks closer to the bed. "l hope she will be, but she hasn't woken up yet." | notice the
beeping of the monitor seems to speed up and she looks like she's in pain. "James go
get the doctor." My brother rushes out and few minutes later he returns with the doctor. |
usher them out so the doctor can check her out without them present. "Well, we should
get back to the party since it's for us" my brothers say. They take turns lifting me up in a
hug. They have grown so big it's hard to believe that I'm the older sister. They start up
the hallway and Nicholas wraps me in a hug. Ruby makes the strangest noise in my
mind. He sets me on my feet. "You take care of yourself and the pack until we get back
Rina." "I will just make sure you pay attention in class this time." He rolls his eyes but
hugs me once more before he heads up the hall. | feel a sense of loss that | won't see
them for a year, but | know this is important to them.

| head back into the room and the beeping has returned to the slow steady rhythm. The
doctor turns toward me. "Her vital signs still seem good and whatever was happening
seems to have stopped.” "Thank you, doctor", | say, and he heads out of the room. | sit
back down in the chair and place the plate on my lap. "Hey Ruby, what was that noise
about?" "Nothing, | just think that Nicholas is cute." | chuckle "do you forget we will have
a mate so you need to keep those hormones in check."” She snickers and recedes in my
mind. Drayce POV

"Tell me how it is that you allowed the one she-wolf who managed to carry our off-spring
to term to escape” | yell at the soldier | put in charge of watching over her. "Sir, she was
asleep and both the doors were closed."” "She must have had help." "I don't want to hear
your excuses." | run my nail across his throat. He grabs trying to stop the bleeding, but
his efforts are pointless. He falls to the ground and | turn to West. "Clean this mess up
and find the girl now." "Yes sir" he says before he picks up the soldier and leaves my
office. | need those hybrids alive.
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Serina
POV

After I finish eating the food the boys brought me, | set the plate on the table in the
corner. | walk back over to the bed and notice that some of the wounds on her face and
arms look smaller. | hope that means her wolf is healing her. As | look at her pale skin, |
start to imagine what she must have endured at the hands of those monsters. "Don't do
that, Serina", Ruby says. "How can | not after what the doctor said?" "Us wallowing in
what she has been through will not help this poor girl." "We have no idea how she is
going to respond to where she is when she wakes up, so let's just pray she does."
"You're right | just hate that such evil exists.” "All we can do is fight it when we find it"
Ruby says and | smile. | walk over to the couch by the window and pull the blanket over
myself. After everything that happened, I'm exhausted but | want to be here when she
wakes up. It doesn't take me long to fall asleep. | dream of monsters with red eyes and
fangs, despite Ruby's words. Nicholas POV

As we walk back on the path to the pack house, | think about that poor girl and how
strong Serina has become. My father told me how she found the girl outside our
territory. | know how stubborn she is, so | didn't even say anything about her going by
herself. | laugh to myself, she would tell me that I'm not her boss like she always does.
We have grown up together and | love that | know her so well. We share our birthday
and | would never say this to her because | think she sees me more as a brother, but |
have always hoped we would be mates. | definitely do not see her as a sister. "Hey why
are you so quiet back there" James asks as they walk ahead of me. "Nothing, let's just
get back before our mothers come looking for us.” Once we reach the banquet hall
everyone is dancing. "Nicky" | hear a familiar voice call from behind me. A voice | would
rather not hear. | hate being called that and | really don't want to deal with her tonight. |
have made it perfectly clear that | am not interested, but she is a slow learner. | want to
spend time with my family not deal with her. | turn and Lisa is coming toward me. "I'm
going to miss you while you're gone Nicky" she says touching my arm. | step back "Lisa,
first of all, please don't call me Nicky." "Secondly, | think I've made it clear that I'm not
interested in a relationship with you." "The only woman | will ever be with is my mate."

"We don't have our wolves, so how can you be sure I'm not?" "We could be mates," she
says with a smile. Goddess, | hope not. She is a b**ch and was always giving Serina a
hard time until Monica threatened her. You would think knowing she is a future Alpha of
the pack, she wouldn't be so stupid, but she is. "Only time will tell.” "Now, if you'll
excuse me, | have to go spend time with my family.” | turn walking away from her before
she can say another word and head back to the table. "She is definitely persistent” John
says. | shoot him a glare and he raises his hands in surrender while James laughs. We
spend the rest of the night just enjoying the party with our family. | hate that we will be
gone for such a long time, but the training is important and | want to make my father
proud. As things die down at the party, | can see my mother's face turn to sadness as
she looks at me. | stand walking around the table, "mom do you want to dance?" She
smiles and nods. | lead her to the middle of the room and wrap my arms around her.



"Mom, | know your sad that I'm going to be gone for a year, but | promise you that once
I'm back you won't get rid of me again." She smiles "I know I'm just not looking forward
to not seeing you for that long and missing your eighteen birthday." "I've been with you
for every birthday since you were born and this one is very important.” | smile "I know
and when | get back, we can have a huge party for me and Serina." She nods "I love
you Nicholas and I'm proud of the man you have become." "l love you too mom." She
wraps me in a hug before we head back to the table. My father stands and wraps me in
a hug. Archer stands, "are you boys ready to make the trip to the Black Mountain
Pack?" "Absolutely” the twins say and hug Aunt Sabrina. We head to our rooms to grab
our bags before we head down to the SUV. The trip takes a day and Archer and my dad
are driving us. This is when | wish we had our wolves, so the trip wouldn't take so long.
Jocelyn POV

| feel like I've been run over by a truck. My arms and legs feel like lead. "Emery" | call
out my wolf in my mind. | can feel her but she doesn't answer. The last thing | remember
is making it out of the f**king horrible place and running. | ran until | couldn't run
anymore. | couldn't shift because of my pups and running on foot almost four months
pregnant isn't exactly easy. | notice a beeping sound and | try to open my eyes. After a
few minutes, | manage to open them enough to realize I'm in a room. They can't have
caught me. Please goddess, | can't be back there, | plead. They can't take my pups
from me. | don't care how they came to be, they are mine. | look around and realize this
is not the coven. Where the hell am 1? | notice a young girl lying on the couch in the
room. | breath in deep trying to determine what she is. She is a wolf and this must be a
pack. | can't let them find out that my pups are part vampire. | know how wolves feel
about other super naturals.

| pull the leads off and disconnect the 1V before | slide out of the bed. | walk to the door
and open it slowly looking back to make sure the girl is still asleep. Once | see she is, |
look up and down the hallway and thankfully the hall is empty. | have no idea which way
to go to get the hell out of here. | pray | make the right choice and turn left. As | walk
down the hall, | can hear people talking. | duck inside a room and wait for them to pass
before | start down the hall again. | reach a door that looks like it leads outside. | say a
prayer before | push it open and the fresh air surrounds me. | step out and again | see
no pack members. There are woods only about a hundred feet from the back of the
hospital and | head in that direction. Once I'm in the woods, it should be easier to make
it to the border. As | walk through the trees, | feel like I'm being watched. "Emery, | really
wish you would talk to me" | say. "Jocelyn, I'm here" she says, and I'm so happy to hear
her voice.

| keep walking until | hear a branch break. | turn placing my hands on instinct to protect
my pups. | see a beautiful red wolf walking toward me. "Please don't hurt me and my
pups.” She stops and a few seconds later she shifts into the girl that was lying on the
couch in the room. | must be losing it because she is completely dressed. That's not
possible after shifting. She must see my confusion. "We can talk about that later after
we get you back to the hospital.” "I need to leave but thank you for your help”, | say
hoping she will let me leave. "My name is Serina and | am one of the Alphas of this



pack." Now I know I'm losing it because | have never in my life seen a pack have an
Alpha Female. "I mean no disrespect but females are not usually Alphas." She laughs
"your right but this isn't an ordinary pack. "Please trust me, we only want to help you
and your pups."” My hands again cover my stomach. Before | can say a word, she does
"no one is going to hurt your pups because they are hybrids, | promise you." "Emery,
what do | do", | ask my wolf. "How can | trust what she says, but what other option do |
have?" "l think we should trust her." "If we leave this pack they will find us."

"If we stay, we put this pack at risk." She clears her throat "I know that you're scared
and you have no reason to trust me but we will protect you from whoever hurt you." |
fight back tears | feel welling in my eyes. "Jocelyn, | think we should trust her." | wipe
my eyes and walk toward her. | stick out my hand "my name is Jocelyn." She smiles
taking my hand in hers "my name is Serina." "Welcome to the Scarlett Rose Pack."
"Thank you" | say and we head back toward the hospital. As soon as I'm back in the
room, a doctor and nurse rush in. They hook me back up to the machines and restart
my IV. The doctor asks me some questions before he and the nurse leave. Serina is
sitting on the chair and | wait for her to ask me a million questions but she doesn't. "Are
you hungry or thirsty?" | smile at how sweet she is "yes, | am." | can tell she is linking
someone and | assume she is having food brought. About ten minutes later, there is a
knock on the door and a man and woman walk in carrying trays of food. He is definitely
an Alpha, but the woman is human. | stay quiet and the human walks over to me after
she sets the tray down. Gabriella POV

Lake and | grab food after Serina links me that the girl is awake and hungry. Once we're
inside, | hate to see the concern on her face. She is carrying pups and all this stress
can't be good for them. | set the food down and walk over to the bed sticking my hand
out to greet her. "Hi, my name is Alpha Gabriella and this is my mate Alpha Lake
Solace." She looks at me like | have ten heads and | can't help but chuckle. "You look
shocked by what | just said." "Your human" she manages to get out. "Yes, | am, but |
assure | am the Alpha of this pack along with Lake and Serina.” "What is your name?"
"My name is Jocelyn and | appreciate your pack taking care of me when | was in need."
"Of course, you are welcome her and so are your pups.” "So, you know that my pups"
she says but stops herself. "That your pups are special, yes we know." "Why would help
me knowing that?" "This pack will always offer sanctuary to those in need." "The
monsters who hurt me will not stop until they find me." | place my hand on hers. "As I'm
sure you have figured out by now this is not an ordinary pack and we have no problem
standing against evil." SEar*ch the website to access chapters of novels early and in
the highest quality.
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