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The words had barely left his lips when—

“BOOM—!I1”

The Blood Pool of Ten Thousand Souls suddenly exploded!

Thick blood plasma and countless fragments of vengeful souls shot into the sky!

A tall figure shrouded in churning black demonic energy and bloody soul power slowly
rose from the bottom of the blood pool, standing in mid-air!

It was none other than the Soul Devouring Venerable!

At this moment, his aura was completely different from when he was in the Ninth
Heaven!

Although he still exuded a sense of weakness at the soul level, his vast and boundless
demonic energy and soul pressure far surpassed that of the Ghost Bone Elder, and was
even much stronger than any opponent David had ever encountered before!

The aura of law flowing around him even faintly touched upon a mysterious level above
the Celestial Immortal Realm!

He slowly raised his head, and the two red lights under his hood, like burning blood
moons, locked onto David.

“Junior...you’ve finally arrived.”
The Soul Devourer’s voice was no longer hoarse, but instead became exceptionally
clear and cold, each word seemingly carrying a soul-shaking impact, reverberating in

the minds of everyone present. “I have waited for this day for a long time.”

David felt the Soul Devourer’s powerful aura, but instead of fear, his eyes blazed with
fierce fighting spirit!

Chaotic Immortal Power surged and roared within his body, and the Chaotic Fire Lotus
in his dantian slowly rotated, radiating scorching fighting intent. The



Dragon-Slaying Sword seemed to sense the aura of a powerful enemy as well, emitting
a deep hum.

“A good recovery,”

David commented calmly. “Unfortunately, you're still going to die.”

“‘Hahahaha!”

The Soul Devourer seemed to have heard the biggest joke in the world, letting out a
deafening roar of laughter, filled with endless sarcasm and killing intent. “Die? You? A
mere ninth-grade Human Immortal, you think you’re invincible just because you got

some lucky breaks?” “

When | roamed the heavens, devouring the lives of stars, your ancestors weren’t even
born yet!”

His laughter vanished, his voice suddenly turning fierce: “Today, | will show you what
true power is! What despair is!” Before

his words even finished, the Soul Devourer suddenly raised his hand and grabbed at
David in mid-air!

“Soul Devouring Claw!”

A gigantic claw, a hundred feet in diameter, composed entirely of extremely refined,
pitch-black soul power and demonic essence, appeared out of thin air!

On the claw, countless agonizing and wailing soul faces twisted and struggled,
emanating a terrifying aura that devoured all life and corrupted all things!

As soon as the claw appeared, it sealed off the space around David, and with the power
to shatter stars and crush souls, it slammed down!

The power of this attack far surpassed any of the Ghost Bone Elder’'s methods! It

had already faintly touched the threshold of a higher realm!

David’s eyes narrowed, not daring to be negligent. He fully activated the chaotic
immortal power within his body, and the Dragon Slayer Sword in his hand erupted with
brilliant chaotic light!

“Opening the Chaos!”

he shouted, and the Dragon-Slaying Sword slashed upwards!



A brilliant sword aura, condensed to its extreme, seemingly capable of separating the
clear from the turbid and cleaving through chaos, carrying the chaotic true fire that
incinerates all things and the sword intent that destroys everything, met head-on with
the sky-covering Soul-Devouring Demon Claw!

The sword aura and the demon claw collided with a deafening roar!

An indescribable, terrifying explosion occurred!

A violent energy storm instantly swept across the entire Wanhun Palace plaza!

The remnants of the array set up by Hun Sha and others were torn apart like paper, and
countless demonic sect disciples screamed as they were swept into the storm and
turned into dust!

The incomparably solid Netherworld Demon Iron ground was ripped up, most of the
blood in the Wanhun Blood Pool was evaporated, and even large areas of space
appeared with black cracks that could not heal for a long time!

Amidst the billowing dust, David’s figure flew backwards for dozens of feet before he
could barely steady himself. His sword-wielding hand was slightly numb, and his blood
and qgi surged within his body.

The Soul Devourer merely swayed slightly before standing firmly in the air. Although the

massive Soul Devourer’s claw had been cleaved open by the sword energy, it was
slowly wriggling and repairing itself, its power undiminished!
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The difference in skill was immediately apparent!
David’s heart sank slightly.
His sword strike just now had used almost eighty percent of his power, fusing Chaotic

Immortal Power, Chaotic True Fire, and the Sword Intent of Annihilation, enough to
easily kill the Ghost Bone Elder, a peak seventh-grade Heavenly Immortal.



However, facing the Soul Devourer’s casual claw strike, he could only barely defend,
and even fell into a disadvantageous position!

This old demon was indeed powerful!

Even without fully recovering, his strength far surpassed that of an ordinary peak
seventh-grade Heavenly Immortal!

“‘Hmph, nothing more than that.”

The Soul Devourer’s cold voice rang out, carrying a hint of cruelty, like a cat toying with
a mouse. “Is this your reliance? You truly disappoint me.”

“Take another move from me—Ten Thousand Souls Devouring the Heart!”

He formed hand seals, and his demonic energy and soul power surged wildly around
him!

The Soul-Devouring Claw, now cracked open, exploded, transforming into countless jet-
black, hair-thin soul chains, like billions of venomous snakes emerging from their holes.

They emitted sharp hissing sounds, relentlessly coiling and piercing David from all
directions!

These soul chains not only possessed terrifying physical penetrating power but also
directly attacked the soul. Once entangled or pierced, one’s soul would be instantly
devoured, reducing them to a walking corpse!

David’s pupils constricted. He wielded the Dragon-Slaying Sword with lightning speed,
the chaotic sword energy weaving into an impenetrable net. Simultaneously, a phantom
of a chaotic fire lotus appeared behind him, showering down chaotic true fire to protect
his body.

“Clang clang clang clang... hiss hiss hiss hiss...”

The sounds of intense collisions and burning rang out! Most of the soul chains were
severed by the sword energy or burned by the chaotic true fire, but a few still pierced
through the defenses, striking David’s protective immortal light!

The protective immortal light around him trembled violently, and David felt a sharp,
needle-like pain and dizziness piercing his soul, as if countless vengeful spirits were
howling and tearing at his ears! He groaned, forcibly stabilizing his mind, unleashing his
chaotic immortal power

to disperse the invading soul force, but his movements were already slightly slowed as
a result.



“A good opportunity!”

The Soul Devourer’s eyes blazed with red light, and his figure vanished like a ghost.
The next instant, a demonic hand covered in black scales and burning with eerie soul
fire appeared beside David, silently striking towards his back! Before the palm wind

even arrived, the chilling ,

bone-chilling force, seemingly capable of freezing the soul, had already penetrated his
body!

David reacted with lightning speed, turning around and slashing horizontally with his
sword!

“Clang—!""”

The deafening sound of metal clashing against metal was deafening!

The Dragon-Slaying Sword collided with the demonic hand, erupting in dazzling sparks!
David felt an overwhelming, unstoppable force, accompanied by a strange, chilling
demonic energy that continuously eroded his immortal power and divine soul, causing
his arms to ache and his chest to feel tight.

He couldn’t help but stagger back more than ten steps, each step leaving deep
footprints on the hard ground. A sweet taste rose in his throat, and a trace of blood

spilled from the corner of his mouth.

The Soul Devourer, however, merely swayed before pouncing again, his attacks like a
raging storm, relentless and unstoppable!

“‘Netherworld Ghost Finger!”
“Soul-Seizing Demonic Sound!”
“Blood Fiend Thunder!”
“Bone-Corroding Poisonous Mist!”

Various insidious, bizarre, and incredibly powerful demonic abilities were effortlessly
employed by the Soul Devourer.

Combined with his ghostly movements, unparalleled demonic energy, and unpredictable
soul attacks, he launched a relentless assault on David from all angles!



David pushed the Chaos Immortal Scripture to its limit, transforming the Dragon-Slaying
Sword into a sky full of sword shadows, the Chaos True Fire blazing fiercely, creating
an impenetrable defense. Simultaneously, he used offense as defense, his sword
energy crisscrossing, flames raging, fiercely clashing with the Soul Devourer.

“‘Boom boom boom! Bang bang bang! Sizzle sizzle sizzle!”

The battle between the two was incredibly fast and incredibly dangerous!

Each collision triggered an energy storm, destroying everything around them.

The plaza in front of the Hall of Ten Thousand Souls was long gone, replaced by a
massive crater.
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Soul Fiend and the others had long since retreated to a distance, trembling as they
watched the battle, their eyes filled with shock and... a glimmer of hope?

The Lord seems... to have gained the upper hand?!
As time passed, David’s pressure mounted.

The Soul Devourer’s cultivation was simply too profound; his demonic energy seemed
inexhaustible, and his combat experience was incredibly seasoned. He always
managed to seize upon the slightest openings in David’s attacks, launching ruthless
strikes.

Moreover, his demonic arts, imbued with soul-destroying power, continuously interfered
with and drained David’s soul.

Even more troublesome was the Soul Devourer’s extremely high-quality demonic
energy, possessing a strange “devouring” and “corrupting” characteristic, constantly
eroding and weakening David’s chaotic immortal power, causing his consumption to far
exceed that of his opponent.

Although David’s Chaotic Immortal Power was strong, and his Chaotic True Fire could
suppress some of the demonic energy, the difference in cultivation level was
undeniable.



There was a fundamental difference between the peak of the ninth rank of the Human
Immortal Realm and the peak of the ninth rank of the Heavenly Immortal Realm!

Moreover, the Soul Devouring Venerable was no ordinary ninth-rank Heavenly
Immortal; he was an old demon who had once stood at a higher level, and his
application of power and understanding of the laws far surpassed the tenth level!

“Pfft!”

Caught off guard, David was struck on the shoulder by a strange “Soul-Eating Yin
Wind.” His protective immortal light shattered, his shoulder instantly turning black, and
his flesh rotted away at a visible speed, while a chilling soul force surged straight into
his sea of consciousness!

He hurriedly circulated his Chaotic Immortal Power and Chaotic True Fire to expel the
putrid poison and suppress his soul force, causing his movements to falter once more.

“‘Hahaha! Boy, do you know how powerful you are now?”
The Soul Devouring Venerable laughed wildly, seizing the opportunity to unleash a
“Soul-Devouring and Soul-Extinguishing Palm” condensed with ten parts demonic

energy!

Before the palm strike even arrived, the terrifying soul pressure had already caused
David’s soul to tremble and his breathing to become labored.

David gritted his teeth, holding the Dragon-Slaying Sword horizontally in front of his
chest. He poured his Chaos Immortal Power into it without reservation, and the Dragon-
Slaying Sword erupted with unprecedented light, instantly forming an incomparably
condensed Chaos Sword Shield !

“‘Boom—11”

The palm print slammed heavily onto the sword shield!

The sword and shield

trembled violently, groaning under the strain, and then cracked with a series of sharp
sounds!

David was struck as if by a heavy blow, his entire body flying backward like a kite with a
broken string, spitting out blood as he traced a tragic arc in the air before crashing
heavily into the ruins hundreds of feet away, sending dust billowing into the sky.



He struggled to stand up, but felt as if his bones were about to break, his internal organs
as if they had shifted, demonic energy surging wildly in his meridians, and his chaotic
immortal power flowing sluggishly. His injuries were already severe!

Defeated?

David wiped the blood from the corner of his mouth, his eyes still sharp, but he had to
admit a fact.

He was indeed no match for this old demon!
Even if the opponent had not fully recovered!

The Soul Devourer slowly descended from the sky, stepping onto the ruins, looking
down at the disheveled David, his two points of red light filled with mockery and cruelty.

“‘How about it? Junior, do you still think you can kill me?”
The Soul Devourer’s voice carried the mockery of a victor. “I'm very interested in your
opportunities and your inheritance. Hand them over obediently, and | might consider

letting you die a quick death.”

In the distance, Soul Fiend and the others, seeing this, finally couldn’t help but erupt in
wild cheers!

“Lord is mighty! Lord is invincible!”

“Kill him! Avenge our fallen comrades!”

“Extract his soul! Refine his spirit!”

David slowly stood up, though disheveled, his back remained straight.

He coldly looked at the Soul Devourer, at the cheering Soul Fiend and the others in the
di;tgnce, feeling no fear, only an icy killing intent, and... a trace of unyielding fighting
spirit.

“Old demon, don’t be too happy yet.”

David’s voice was somewhat hoarse from his injuries, but still firm. “I, David, will

remember this humiliation. When | break through to the Celestial Immortal realm, | will
come back to take your dog’s life!”
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“Trying to run?”

Just as David activated the Chaos Fire Lotus Origin, preparing to use a secret
technique to escape, the Soul Devourer’s cold, mocking voice, like a chilling wind from
the depths of the underworld, exploded directly in the depths of his consciousness!

David felt the space around him suddenly solidify and collapse, as if he had instantly
fallen into incredibly viscous, millennia-old ice!

The Chaos True Fire and spatial fluctuations that had just ignited were forcibly

suppressed and extinguished by an even more vast and domineering invisible soul
force and spatial laws!

“Playing with spatial escape techniques in front of me? Showing off your skills before an
expert!”

The Soul Devourer’s figure did not move, but he slowly closed his five fingers towards
the distorted space where David was.

“Spatial Imprisonment — Soul-Devouring Cage!”
“Crack! Crack! Crack—!"

Centered on David, the space within a hundred feet radius seemed to be gripped tightly
by an invisible giant hand, emitting a teeth-grinding sound, like glass shattering under

the weight! Countless jet-black chains, formed from the purest soul power and spatial
fragments, suddenly extended from the void, instantly binding David and the chaotic
true fire surrounding him tightly!

Countless hideous vengeful faces appeared on the chains, frantically devouring David’s
protective immortal light and divine soul, emitting a sizzling, corrosive sound.

“Ugh!”
David groaned. The backlash from the interrupted escape technique and the binding
and corrosive effect of the chains aggravated his injuries, causing blood to spill from his

mouth again.

He frantically circulated his chaotic immortal power, trying to break the chains, but they
were incredibly tough, constantly devouring his power and tightening even more!



The chaotic true fire could only make the chains glow slightly red, unable to burn
through them immediately.

“Come back to me!”
The Soul Devourer sneered, his clenched fingers suddenly pulling back!
“Whoosh—!"

David, like a kite pulled by an invisible rope, was forcibly pulled back from the confined
space without any resistance.

He crashed heavily onto the ground not far from the Soul Devourer, sending shards of
stone flying and dust billowing.

“Cough cough...”

David coughed violently, blood gushing from his mouth, staining the rubble beneath
him.

He tried to struggle to his feet, but the chains of the Soul Devourer's Cage remained
tightly bound, constantly eroding his strength and will, making even standing difficult.

“Run? Did | give you permission to run?”
The Soul Devourer slowly strode forward, looking down at the disheveled David. The
mockery and cruelty in the two red lights almost overflowed. “I haven’t had enough fun

yet, junior.”

Before the words were finished, the Soul Devourer raised his right foot, the black scales
on his foot burning with eerie green soul fire, and stomped down hard on David’s back!

“‘Bang—!!\”
A dull thud, accompanied by the clear sound of bones shattering!
“Pfft!”

David felt as if he had been hit by a giant hammer, almost crushed into the ground, his
back wracked with excruciating pain.

His spine seemed to have cracked, his internal organs were violently shaken, and
another mouthful of blood mixed with fragments of internal organs gushed out, his vision
blurring.

‘Hmm? Pretty tough, huh?”



The Soul Devourer seemed somewhat surprised by David’s physical resilience, but then
his cruel smile deepened. “I'll see how long you can stay tough!”

He raised his foot and stomped down again!
“‘Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang!” One stomp after
another! As if trampling on an insignificant ant!

The Soul Devourer wasn’t simply using brute force; each stomp contained a sinister
demonic energy that eroded the soul and corroded the body!

David’s indestructible golden body had already shattered, and his chaotic immortal
power was corroded by the chains, making its circulation sluggish. He could only rely on
his powerful physique to withstand the attack.

But even though his body had been tempered by the Chaotic True Fire and many times,
facing such a brutal attack from an old demon who had once surpassed the Heavenly
Immortal level, it began to rapidly collapse!

His back was torn open, his bones groaned under the unbearable pressure, his internal
organs felt like they were about to shatter, and his meridians were riddled with holes
from the invading demonic energy!

Waves of excruciating pain assaulted his nerves, and his soul teetered on the brink of
collapse under the biting of vengeful spirits and the impact of demonic sounds.

Humiliation!
An unprecedented humiliation!

David’s eyes were bloodshot, his teeth almost grinding to powder, and a beast-like
growl escaped his throat.

He frantically activated the Chaos Fire Lotus within his dantian, attempting to unleash
his last strength in resistance!

The Chaos True Fire struggled to burn on his body, trying to scorch the chains and the
invading demonic energy. The Dragon-Slaying Sword hummed in the distance, but he
suppressed it with his divine sense, preventing it from automatically protecting its
master and revealing its final trump card.

“Still dare to resist?”



Sensing the unyielding struggle within David and the scorching heat of the Chaos True
Fire, the Soul Devourer’s eyes flashed with impatience and coldness. “Stubborn to the
end! Then I'll make you utterly despair!”

He stopped stomping, instead extending a demonic hand, a black vortex swirling in his
palm, radiating a terrifying suction force.

This demonic vortex specifically devoured the essence of living beings and the origin of
their souls; it was one of the Soul Devourer’s signature divine abilities!

The demonic vortex aimed at David’s crown and slowly pressed down!
A terrifying suction force surged forth, and David felt his life force, chaotic immortal
power, and even his divine soul and consciousness uncontrollably flowing towards the

demonic vortex!

It was as if he were being drained, sucked dry, and ultimately reduced to an empty
shell!

“It's over, junior. Your opportunity is mine.”
The Soul Devouring Venerable’s voice was cold and ruthless.
The shadow of death, clearer than ever before, completely enveloped David.

His consciousness began to blur, his power rapidly dissipated, even the rotation of the
Chaotic Fire Lotus slowed...

Could it be... that he was really going to die here?
Die at the hands of this old demon?

No!

Unwilling!

Absolutely unwilling!

Just as David’s consciousness was about to sink, and the Soul Devouring Demonic
Vortex was about to touch the top of his head—

“Stop!”

A clear and majestic shout, like a thunderclap from the heavens, suddenly exploded
above this bloody ruin!
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At the same time, a blood-red, blazing sword aura, seemingly capable of incinerating
the heavens, descended like a meteor from outer space, carrying a sharpness capable
of tearing through everything and a righteous aura capable of purifying all evil.

With incredible speed, it struck directly at the demonic palm that the Soul Devourer was
pressing down on David!

Even before the sword aura arrived, its intensely hot sword energy and majestic sword
intent caused the surrounding demonic energy to violently churn and dissolve as if
encountering its nemesis!

The Soul Devourer’s expression changed slightly, and he had to abruptly withdraw his
pressing demonic palm, striking out with a backhand palm, a solidified Soul Devouring
Demon Seal meeting the blood-red sword aura!

“Boom!”

The sword aura collided with the demon seal, unleashing a deafening roar, and an
energy storm swept through once more.

This time, however, the crimson sword aura was clearly superior, shattering most of the
Soul-Devouring Demon

Seal, and the remaining sword energy forced the Soul-Devouring Venerable to retreat
half a step. A figure clad in a crimson sword robe, his body ablaze with a raging sword
intent, wielding an ancient crimson longsword, landed steadily between David and the
Soul-Devouring Venerable, protecting the heavily injured David behind him,

like a fire god descending to earth. It was none other than the Heavenly Fire Sword
Venerable—Ling Yan, who had returned!

He had originally left the Tenth Heaven, wandering in the void, searching for clues to
other fragments of Chaos Origin Fire.

However, a sense of unease and causal pull made him subconsciously pay attention to
the direction of the Tenth Heaven, and just then sensed the earth-shattering battle
fluctuations at the headquarters of the Myriad Souls Demon Sect, as well as David’s
familiar yet nearly annihilated aura!



Almost without hesitation, he tore through space and rushed back at full speed!
“Fellow Daoist Chen, how are you?”

Ling Yan didn’t turn around, but his divine sense swept over David with concern.
Sensing David’s appalling injuries and critical condition, his anger intensified.

Seeing Ling Yan appear, David felt a sudden sense of relief, followed by a surge of
excitement and...confidence at having escaped death!

With the Heavenly Fire Sword Venerable here, this old demon might not be able to
remain arrogant!

He forced a breath, suppressing the metallic taste in his throat, and hissed a cold laugh
towards the direction of the Soul Devouring Venerable. Although his voice was wealk, it
was full of mockery and hatred: “Old demon...your death...has come! The Heavenly
Fire Sword Venerable is here...let's see how long you can remain arrogant!”

The Soul Devouring Venerable steadied himself, his two points of red light coldly
sweeping over Ling Yan. Sensing the other’s aura, which was also at the peak of the
ninth rank of the Heavenly Immortal Realm and possessed a pure and vast sword
intent, his eyes narrowed slightly.

But then, a more mocking smile appeared on his lips.

“So it’s you.” The Soul Devourer’s voice was filled with undisguised contempt. “What?
Instead of guarding your Blazing Fire Secret Realm, you’ve come here to meddle? You
think you can save someone from my grasp?”

Ling Yan’s face darkened upon hearing this, his crimson longsword humming as a
scorching sword intent soared into the sky: “Old Demon Soul Devourer! Don’t be so
arrogant! Fellow Daoist Chen has some history with me. With me here today, you won't
be able to harm him!” ” If you know what’s good for you

, retreat immediately, or don’t blame me for being merciless! ” “Hahahaha!” The Soul
Devourer seemed to have heard the funniest joke. “Merciless? You? If your eldest and
second senior brothers were here, | might be a little afraid.”

“You? A worthless old man who has guarded a secret realm for thousands of years with
only a

sliver of progress in cultivation, dares to spout nonsense before me?”
His demonic energy surged once more, and his vast and terrifying soul pressure was

released without reservation, locking onto Ling Yan: “Since you insist on courting death,
then today, | will take care of you as well!”



“Perfect, devouring your sword soul and fire spirit, which you have cultivated for many
years, will greatly benefit my recovery!”

David was quite surprised, not understanding how this Soul Devourer knew Ling Yan's
background, and even knew that Fire Spirit Star Lord and Blazing Fire Demon Lord
were fellow disciples.

It seems this Soul Devourer knows quite a lot.

Just as the two sides were on the verge of a fierce battle—
“‘Buzz—!"

“‘Buzz—!”

Two completely different spatial fluctuations, yet both containing supreme majesty and
vast Daoist charm, rippled out almost simultaneously from different directions above the
battlefield!

Immediately following, two figures, one on the left and one on the right, seemed to
emerge directly from the depths of the void, descending upon this place!

The one on the left wore a magnificent robe that appeared to be woven from flowing
dark red magma and black demonic flames. His face was handsome yet sinister, with a
burning flame demonic mark between his brows. His crimson eyes seemed to contain a
tyrannical and untamed power capable of incinerating the heavens.

He merely stood there, and the surrounding fire laws spontaneously activated and
submitted, radiating an aura of destruction and dominance that made all things tremble.
It was none other than the Fire Demon Lord—Li Jin!

The one on the right wore a simple white robe embroidered with faint golden flame
cloud patterns. His face was gentle and peaceful, his eyes clear and deep, seemingly
containing endless light and warmth.

His aura was balanced and peaceful, yet it carried a boundless vitality that purified and
nourished all things, as if he were the embodiment of the “life” aspect of the flames. It
was none other than the Fire Spirit Star Lord—Huo Ling!

These two Flame Sovereigns, renowned throughout the myriad realms, had actually
appeared simultaneously, and right here on the ruins of this remote Demonic Sect!

Upon seeing them, Ling Yan’s expression instantly became incredibly complex, a
mixture of surprise, awe, and a barely perceptible tension.



He quickly sheathed his sword and respectfully bowed to them: “Ling Yan greets Senior
Brother and Second Senior Brother!”

The Blazing Fire Demon Lord, Li Jin, merely glanced at Ling Yan indifferently, his gaze
as if looking at an insignificant stranger, his voice cold and authoritative: “Junior Brother,
this is none of your business. Step back.”

These simple words carried an unquestionable tone of command.

Ling Yan’s body stiffened slightly. He opened his mouth, seemingly wanting to say
something, but under Li Jin’s indifferent yet oppressive gaze, he ultimately let out a
helpless sigh.

He silently retreated a few steps, no longer blocking David’s path, but not completely
leaving either.

Fire Spirit Star Lord Huo Ling nodded slightly to Ling Yan as a greeting, then his gaze
fell on David, who was heavily injured and bound by the Soul-Devouring Chains.

Especially when he sensed the faint yet incredibly pure aura of the Chaos Fire Seed
within David, a hint of surprise flashed in his gentle eyes.

Soul-Devouring Venerable’s heart sank upon seeing these two suddenly arrive!



