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Anne nodded. “We’ve been pursued a few times on our way here. | assume my elder
brother, Harold, sent these people to chase us down because he doesn’t want me to
survive.”

“Unexpectedly, the power struggles overseas are also so brutal,” Gilbert piped up. “In
that case, we should head back.”

Kai was about to bring Anne back, but right after he turned around and took two steps
forward, four men in black showed up. Their faces were concealed behind masks, and
they all wielded a scimitar. Their eyes glinted with murderous intent.

At the sight of the four men in black who appeared out of nowhere, Andrew guarded
Anne closely, getting ready to confront the formidable enemies.

Kai sized up the quartet. All of them were considered experts as they were Martial Arts
Marquises. If they gang up on Andrew, he will undoubtedly lose.

“‘Andrew, surrender Princess Anne, and we shall spare your life. Otherwise, we’ll skin
you and turn your bear skin into clothes,” one of the men in black jeered at Andrew.

“‘No way. I'm Princess Anne’s guard. | will rather die before allowing you to cause any
harm to Princess Anne!” Andrew uttered coldly.

“Fine. Since you’re so stubborn, we’ll kill you before we murder Princess Anne.”

With that, the four men in black emitted waves of icy auras targeted at Andrew. They
acted as if Kai and Gilbert weren’t there.

The four men in black completely disregarded Kai and Gilbert, who looked relatively
thinner. and weaker.

Roar! Seeing that, Andrew immediately transformed into his strongest form. The next
second, his body was covered in fur, and he bared his razor-sharp fangs.

He turned into a giant brown bear, roaring loudly while carefully protecting Anne.
“‘Hmph. So what if you transformed?” One of the men in black snorted.

Then, they launched themselves toward Andrew. Andrew bellowed and bolted forward,
engaging. the four men in black in an intense battle.




The fight involving five Martial Arts Marquises caused successive explosions to
reverberate in the air. The snow on the ground flew into the air as they grappled and
slowly fell back to earth.

Even after Andrew transformed into his most powerful form, he wasn’t capable of
defeating the four men in black at once.

Andrew’s huge figure was sent flying into the air after a man in black struck him
forcefully. Subsequently, Andrew fell heavily to the ground, creating a deep crater in it.

Panic and anxiety overwhelmed Anne as she witnessed the turn of events. Roar!
Andrew bellowed again. He got up and swung his massive bear claw at the four men in
black.

Two men in black stopped him while the other two strode toward Anne. Anne staggered
backward continuously when she saw them approaching, but they swiftly arrived before
her.

“Princess Anne, will you end your own life, or shall we do it for you?” one of the men in
black asked. “Who are you? Did Harold send you here? Anne questioned the man in
black.

“You don’t have to know that. We’'ll tell you everything when you’re dead,” he sneered.

Biting her lip, she knew she couldn’t escape this predicament as the four formidable
men in black cornered her. “Mr. Chance, these guys seem to be ignoring us,” Gilbert
said to Kai. “Indeed. We’'re being ignored.”

Kai chuckled. Kai was a prominent figure known by everyone in Chanaea, so he would
never be disregarded. Unexpectedly, those four men in black were paying him no
attention at that moment.

“Since these guys aren’t using their eyes well, should | remove them?” Gilbert asked.
“That’s a good idea.” Kai nodded. Kai had permitted Gilbert to attack.
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Kai and Gilbert’s conversation infuriated the two men in black. “You two Chanaeans had
better get out of my sight. Otherwise, you won’t be leaving here

alive,” one of them threatened with a murderous look. Anne, too, turned toward Kai. “
Kai, don’t get involved. You better leave with your friend. These men are really strong.”




“To be honest, | curious to see for myself how strong they are.” Cracking a smile, Kai
gave Gilbert a look. Gilbert nodded in acknowledgment before leaping into the air
toward the two men.

“ Kai, you're no match against them. They’re Martial Arts Marquises. You should run...”
Anne cried out when she saw Gilbert make his move.

However, the moment Anne finished, two agonized screams rang out. Both men were
covering their eyes with their hands while four bloody eyeballs could clearly. be seen on
the snow-covered ground.

At the same time, blood was gushing out through the gaps between the fingers of the
two men. The gruesome sight stupefied Anne.

“Since your eyes aren’t much of a use, | might as well remove them for you,” Gilbert
sneered. Meanwhile, the other two men in black who were engaged in battle with
Andrew hurried over upon hearing the screams.

Their departure brought relief upon Andrew, who had reached his limit with his entire
body covered in wounds. By the time the two men arrived, they were utterly shocked by
their compatriots’ empty eye sockets.

Given that the four of them knew each other’s strengths like the back of their hands,
they recognized that whoever could instantaneously dig out their compatriots’ eyes had
to bet significantly more powerful than they were.

As a result, the two men helped their wounded compatriots up and fled. “How dare you
try and escape?”

Gilbert lunged forward to stop them. With his fingers curled into claws, he dug the eyes
of the other two men out, triggering another round of harrowed cries.

At that moment, the four men in black had been blinded. Continuing to scream from the
excruciating pain, they fumbled around aimlessly and before crashing into one another.

Meanwhile, Anne and Andrew were stunned by Gilbert’s magnificent display of skill.
Upon Gilbert’s return, Anne couldn’t help but ask, “ Kai, who is your friend? Why is he
so powerful?”

Kai chuckled in response. “He’s just a Top. Level Martial Arts Marquis who has failed to
achieve Greater Martial Arts Marquis.”

His words caused Gilbert to feel embarrassed, for the latter had been unable to do so
despite trying for twenty years.




If anyone had made that comment about him, he would definitely have been outraged,
but there were no hard feelings when Kai made it.

After all, it only took Kai slightly more than a year to become a Greater Martial Arts
Marquis. His outstanding talent and mind-blowing strength had earned Gilbert’s utmost
respect.

As for Anne and Andrew, both of them were filled with admiration and disbelief upon
learning that Gilbert was a Top Level Martial Arts Marquis.

Even though Andrew was a Martial Arts Marquis, he had only recently achieved that
level. A long path still lay ahead of him before he could reach Top Level Martial Arts
Marquis.

Soon, Anne sensed that something was amiss and asked Kai curiously, “When you
mentioned that he was only a Top Level Martial Arts Marquis, you didn’t sound
impressed at all. How powerful are you?”

“‘Me? I'm a fifth Level Greater Martial Arts Marquis,” Kai replied with a smile.

“You must be boasting. How can someone as young as you be a fifth Level Greater
Martial Arts Marquis? Weren’t you just a Senior Grandmaster a year ago?”

Anne didn’t believe Kai at all, for there was no way he could have made such a huge
leap in a such short time.

This is impossible! Even Andrew, who could cultivate at great speed due to him being a
Werebear, took a year to elevate himself from Martial Arts Grandmaster to Martial Arts
Marquis. On top of that, he consumed immense cultivation resources during the same
period. So, how can an ordinary person like Kai make so much progress so quickly?
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Anne and Andrew simply refused to believe him. Failing to convince them, Kai shrugged
in resignation. “Since you don’t believe me, I'll just have to show it to you. No wonder
people say that women are less knowledgeable. It’'s really true.”

No sooner had Kai spoken than he gave his hand a gentle flick while looking at the four
groaning men in black. All of a sudden, an earth-shattering aura descended upon the
space.

Boom! The four men exploded into mush that was scattered all over the ground, just like
snowflakes. It was as if they had never ever appeared in the first place.




Anne and Andrew were subsequently flabbergasted upon watching the instant
devastation. A long while passed before Anne regained her senses. It was then that her
shock turned into delight.

“... I didn’t expect that you’re really a Greater Martial Arts Marquis. This is wonderful!”
Unable to contain her elation, she gave Kai a hug, followed by peppering him with
kisses all over Her sudden display of emotions stunned Kai, who quickly tried to push
her away.

This Senerisian girl is just too liberal.

Despite his attempts to keep his distance, Anne refused to let him go. It was during their
struggle that he was suddenly gripped by a terrifying aura that sent a shiver down his
spine.

With his hair standing on end, Kai had never felt so threatened in his life. When he
finally freed himself and turned around, he was greeted by the sight of Lizbeth and the

other girls approaching.

All of them were glaring at him, their eyes spitting fire. The terrifying sight simply blew
Kai’s mind.

“‘D*mn it, Kai, no wonder you didn’t want to go shopping with us. It turns out that you're
here to see this Senerisian girl who also happens to be an old friend of yours.”

Lyanna was the first to comment, for she had met Anne before during the international.
competition one year ago.

Moreover, both of them were in constant conflict with each other when it came to vying
for Kai’'s attention. Now that Anne was hugging Kai and kissing him, Lyanna was,
without a doubt, outraged.

As for Lizbeth, she, too, knew who Anne was but didn’t mind Kai’'s association with the
latter. After all, she expected someone as outstanding as Kai to have plenty of women.

Nonetheless, Kai’s clandestine conduct and the intimacy he displayed still unsettled her.

Other than Josephine, she had been with Kai. the longest. Thus, she felt that Anne had
one up her in terms of their physical relationship with Kai.

“ Kai, it seems that you're becoming greedier,” Renee remarked with a sigh.

“ Kai, it turns out that you like Senerisian girls. No wonder you couldn’t be bothered
when my sister threw herself at you,” Millie sneered with a pout.




Filled with embarrassment, Cecilia quickly reprimanded her, “Millie, stop your
nonsense.”

At the same time, Astrid came forward and asked, “ Kai, who's this Senerisian girl?”
Overwhelmed by the barrage of questions, Kai felt as if his mind was going to explode.

Meanwhile, Colin and Gilbert couldn’t help but smirk when they saw the look on Kai’s
face. Sometimes, it’s just a burden to have too many women.

“Hello, ladies. My name is Anne. I'm a friend of Kai’s. Just now, | was just showing how
happy | was to see an old friend. This is how we greet our friends in this country. | hope
that | have not caused any misunderstanding,” Anne explained to Lizbeth and the others
before Kai could say a word.

“That’s right. We were just greeting each other according to the local custom. This is
Seneris, after all, and Anne is a citizen here. She was just delighted to see me, that’s
all,” Kai quickly added.

‘“Mmm-hmm, | have heard that foreigners greet each other by kissing.”

Colin made the remark when everyone least expected it. With everyone bursting into
laughter, he had succeeded in defusing the situation.
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With that, Kai seized upon the opportunity to order everyone back to the hotel. After
learning that Kai was a Greater Martial Arts Marquis, Anne and Andrew joined them with
the intention of never leaving Kai’s side.

Hence, Kai was worried that Anne would get into a conflict with the other girls. Having
underestimated their social skills, he was soon surprised to see Anne fitting right in with
the group as if all of them were old friends.

Moreover, they felt indignant on Anne’s behalf upon learning of her predicament. All of
them wanted to find the King of Herbs and teach Harold a lesson on her behalf.

The next day, Dale came to the hotel first thing in the morning to see Kai. He was to
lead Kai in his search for the ancient ruins.

Initially, Kai didn’t want the girls to come along. However, he had no choice, as they
would be unhappy if Anne-who was looking for the King of Herbs-went alone with him.
“Where’s Mr. Flaxseed?”

After everyone had gathered, Kai couldn’t see Flaxseed anywhere.




“He hasn't left his room ever since he arrived. God knows what he’s doing inside,” Colin
replied. Kai didn’t need to guess what Flaxseed was up to, but given his expertise in
navigating tombs, they couldn’t do without his presence.

Thus, Kai went to his room and knocked loudly on the door. The door opened quickly,
revealing the yawning Flaxseed. His eyes had a listless look in them and were weighed
down by heavy eyebags.

On his bed were two blond girls lying in it. “Mr. Flaxseed, we’re going off to find the
ancient ruins,” Kai informed him. “Um... So soon?”

Flaxseed was caught by surprise. “If | don’t hurry, | would probably find you dead in your
bed.”

Kai rolled his eyes at Flaxseed, who responded with a chuckle. “These Senerisian girls
are amazing. Wait for me while | get dressed.”

Soon, Flaxseed emerged after getting ready. From the look on his face, everyone knew
what he was up to while being holed up in his room.

“‘D’mn it, Kai, you're really something! You already got yourself a Senerisian girl in just
two days?”

The moment Flaxseed saw Anne, he couldn’t help but admire Kai for his charm.
“‘Enough. It’s getting late. Let’s hurry.”

Worried that Flaxseed would start blabbering away, Kai quickly urged the group to set
off. With Dale leading the way, they boarded at minibus toward the foot of the snowy
mountain.

When they were about more than ten kilometers away, their bus came to a stop. The
tarred road had come to an end, which required them to trek the rest of the way.

After packing some supplies and a simple tent, Dale informed Kai, “Mr. Chance, the
weather here can be unpredictable. That's why we’ll need to bring some food. Who
knows, we might even have to spend the night here.”

“Okay!” Kai nodded. After glancing at the supplies, he kept them all in his Storage Ring
with a wave of his hand. It was an ability Dale was extremely envious of.

With that, the group trudged on the snow- capped ground as they continued their
journey up the snowy mountain. What started out as an adventure was turned into a
sightseeing trip by the girls.

Some of them began to fool around and even had snowball fights amongst themselves.
Consequently, their behavior rendered Kai speechless.




As for Dale, he was astonished by what he saw. Although the girls appeared weak, all
of them were tremendously more powerful than he was.

Along the journey, Kai encountered other groups who were also making their way
toward the mountain. They were clearly looking for the ancient ruins too, whereas their
members all exuded powerful auras.

Nevertheless, the other groups didn’t pay Kai’'s entourage any attention. From how
noisy the girls were behaving, everyone. assumed them to be a tour group instead.

As they got closer to the snowy mountain, the weather took a turn for the worse. A thick
fog slowly engulfed the mountain, seemingly sealing it away from the world.

When Kai emitted his spiritual sense, he was surprised to find that it couldn’t pierce
through the fog. Evidently, the fog wasn’t a natural occurrence at all.




