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Evan irritably grabbed the bottle again and poured himself another drink . Stella's voice
was steady . " Two years ago ... Whether she meant to or not, I lost my child because of
her . " " And at your parents ' estate , she pushed me . Evan , one thing after another- " "
You're saying she pushed you and caused the miscarriage ? " he cut in . There was
mockery in his tone . Stella had been about to ask whether Summer had drawn that design
herself , stroke by stroke as if she wouldn't know . But hearing the disbelief in his voice ,
she suddenly felt there was nothing left to say .

Evan continued , " The design situation wasn't her fault . " Stella looked at him . " It
wasn't ? " " She had a project submission at the time , " he said . " It required something
that tied into your design . I told her to use it . ' " You told her to use it ? " Stella's anger
flared again . " On what authority ? Was it your design ? " " It was just a design , " he said
dismissively . " Was it that important to you ? " " And you didn't even care at the time . "
Silence fell between them . Stella stared at him and realized something cold . She had
never really known this man .

" Just a design ? " she repeated softly . " I almost died in that mudslide . And you're telling
me it was just a design ? " " You think I didn't care ? Who are you to decide what
mattered to me ? " So because she married him , he got to decide what she valued ? What
she felt ? She didn't want to say another word . At the mention of the mudslide ,
something flickered in Evan's expression . He remembered finding her in the hospital .
Covered in mud . Barely conscious . He had been so furious he didn't speak to her for days
Stella stood and walked toward the door .

" Where do you think you're going ? " he demanded . She ignored him " SPORT +25
BONUS But the moment she opened the front door , she troze . Several bodyguards stood
outside . As she stepped forward , two of them shifted silent walls blocking her path . She
turned slowly . " What is this ? " " Summer's mother lands in Harbor City around nine
tonight , " Evan said evenly . " While she's here , you're not leaving . " " What if I insist ?
" " Now is not the time for you to act out, " he said tightly . " You've already pushed
things too far . She won't let this go . " His eyes accused her .

As if she were the unreasonable one . Stella gave a soft laugh . " Ruby Bailey , right ?
Harbor City's infamous queen of the underworld . " The nickname had followed Ruby for
years . Ruthless . Cold . No one crossed her without consequences . Stella walked back to
the sofa and sat down , tossing her bag beside her . " Fine , " she said lightly . " Tomorrow
, the story about my miscarriage from the car accident two years ago will be everywhere .
" Evan went still . The temperature in the room dropped . " You've lost your mind , " he
snapped .



"I told you , that wasn't her- " " Whether it was intentional or not, " Stella cut in calmly ,
" let's hear what the public thinks . " The meaning was clear . She was prepared to burn
everything down . Evan slammed his glass onto the table . " Stella , you weren't like this
before- " " I wasn't, " she interrupted . " But this is who I am . If you can't handle it ,
divorce me . " Silence " As long as we're still married , " she continued , " no one is
getting peace . " " And your mother's little friendship with Ruby ? I'm guessing that won't
survive this .

" This won't benefit you , " he warned . " I'm past caring about benefits , " she replied
coolly . " I've already lost face . If I'm going down , I'm taking everyone with me . There
was nothing left to salvage in her voice . 33 Only resolve . Ctapenusa Evan couldn't take it
anymore . He answered a call and left . Before he walked out, he instructed everyone in
Inkwood not to let Stella leave . The moment he was gone , her phone rang . " Miss , "
Gray said . ** What isit ? " " I just got word . Ruby Bailey sent people to thrash your place
at Azure Heights . " Stella glanced at the time .

Nearly ten Impressive . Ruby hadn't even settled in and had already made her move . Not
just retaliation . A warning . Stella lifted her glass and took a sip of water . Then she said
evenly , " Ruby owns one primary estate here , and two smaller villas . ' There was a brief

pause .. " Trash the villas . " Another pause . " As for the main estate ... " Her voice
dropped , colder than before . " Burn it . " There was no hesitation on the other end . " I'll
take care of it . " " And make sure Jennifer and the orphanage are secured . Ruby was back

. What came next would not be quiet .

" Everything's already arranged , " Gray replied . 33 BIG SALE : 3500 BONUS FREE FOR
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Ruby Bailey had arrived and from the moment she stepped in , she made her displeasure
toward Dora obvious . Every word carried an edge . Implying Dora had failed to take care
of Summer . Failed to rein Stella in . Dora swallowed her frustration . As soon as Ruby
entered Summer's room , Dora quickly found an excuse and left with Fiona to check on the
babies . Inside the elevator , Fiona bristled . " What does Mrs. Bailey mean by that ? After
everything blew up , you've been protecting Summer nonstop . How can she blame you ? "
" Enough , " Dora said stiffly . " She's not wrong .



That Stella was never properly handled . " A woman had just given birth . That was the
most vulnerable time of her life . And Stella kept escalating things . Now Summer , Ruby
even the entire Wright family were suffering reputational damage . " That's Stella's fault,
" Fiona muttered . " Not yours . " Dora was furious too . But she didn't dare argue with
Ruby . And truthfully , she did feel sorry for Summer . Inside the hospital room . Only
Ruby and Summer remained , along with two female bodyguards .

Ruby , sharp bob haircut and impeccably dressed in a tailored Chanel jacket, cast an icy
look at the guards . " What is this ? I can't visit my own daughter without being monitored
? " The guards exchanged glances . One stepped aside and called Evan for instructions .
After he approved it , they left the room . The door closed . Ruby took a seat beside
Summer's bed . " Pathetic, " she said coldly . " You let a girl from an orphanage push you
around like this ? " Anger siminered beneath her voice .

She still had major negotiations pending overseas - contracts not yet finalized Phosphor
the The situation in Harbor City had spiraled so badly she had flown back personally to
handle it . She would have to return to Europe tomorrow afternoon . " Stella's like a
different person now , " Summer said bitterly , " She doesn't listen to anyone . " " And
somehow she's managed to control all those media accounts . Even Evan can't suppress it
. " That part humiliated her the most . Ruby's expression darkened further . " He can't
suppress it ?

" Her people had already tried handling things from abroad . The feedback had been the
same . " This isn't normal , " Ruby said . " Someone must be backing her . " Summer shook
her head . " I don't know . " But now that her mother said it , doubt crept in . On her own,
Stella shouldn't have had this kind of power . " Mom , " Summer said urgently , " you have
to deal with her . " She didn't care who might be helping Stella . She only wanted Stella
punished . Ruby's lips pressed into a thin line . The deep red lipstick made her expression
even colder .

She adjusted her jacket and let out a soft , humorless laugh . " Of course I'll deal with her .
" I've already had people trash the condo she bought at Azure Heights . " Summer's eyes
widened . " She owns a place at Azure Heights ? " The disdain in her voice was
unmistakable . So much for claiming she never cared about Wright family money . Ruby
didn't answer . Her blood - red nails brushed slowly over the prayer beads wrapped
around her wrist . " Tonight, " she said calmly , " was just a warning . " " Tomorrow is
when it begins . Stella would get one chance .

One Hopefully she understood the message +25 BONUS Chaptr : F] Summer felt a surge of
relief . " And if she ignores your warning ? " With her mother here , she finally felt secure
again . Stella - an orphan - had dared to challenge her . Let's see how long that spine of
hers lasts . Summer knew what her mother was capable of . Stella would pay for the past
two days . Ruby's eyes narrowed slightly . " If she refuses to listen , " she said coolly , "
then I won't consider her life worth sparing . " Her fingers paused on the beads . Her gaze
sharpened like a blade .



Summer felt lighter instantly . Stella had been unusually defiant these past two days .
Tomorrow , she would learn exactly what that defiance cost . +25 BONUS Charter 62 Sara
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Especially now . By this point, Stella had likely received the news about Azure Heights
being vandalized . The condo she had prepared as her escape route for divorce was
destroyed . She was probably standing in the middle of the wreckage , crying . The
thought finally gave Summer a flicker of satisfaction , For the first time in days, she felt
like she'd struck back . " And Evan ... Mom , L ... " The relief vanished as quickly as it had
come . For the past six months , Evan had been by her side constantly . She had convinced
herself he felt something for her .

But these past few days- the way he reacted to Stella - had planted a sense of unease she
couldn't shake . Ruby's gaze sharpened . " Don't rush things with Evan . Stella comes first
. " Summer nodded . " You're right . We deal with Stella first . " With her mother here ,
she finally felt grounded again . Like she had her backbone back . She was about to
continue when Ruby's phone rang inside her handbag . She pulled it out and glanced at
the screen before answering . " Alex " It was her assistant . His voice came through tight
and serious . " Ma'am , there's a fire at Bay International .

" "What ? " Ruby shot up so abruptly that the chair behind her crashed to the floor with a
loud bang . Her face drained of color as her grip tightened around the phone . " What do
you mean , a fire ? " " The cause is still under investigation , " Alex said . " But the flames
are intense . Property management couldn't contain it . Fire crews are on their way " Boy
International Her pride . Chaply h The estate that symbolized everything she had clawed
her way toward . A single mother who had fought her way into the uppermost tier of
society .

Whenever she was in Harbor City , that was where she stayed . She had just landed .
Hadn't even gone home yet . And it was burning ? Coincidence or deliberate ? " How big is
the fire ? " she demanded . " How can they not control it ? " Important documents .
Valuable jewelry . Everything irreplaceable was in that house . Hearing the words ' not
under control ' made her blood pressure spike . " It's spreading fast, " Alex admitted . "
They're trying . " Trying but failing . Ruby's eyes narrowed . "Find out exactly what
caused it . It had better be an accident .



If it wasn't- The thought sharpened her gaze into something lethal . She had made
enemies in business over the years . But if someone dared retaliate like this , they would
regret it . She ended the call . Summer looked up nervously . " What happened ? Why
would Bay International catch fire ? " " How would I know ? " Ruby snapped . " That's
what I'm having him investigate . " She forced herself to steady her breathing . The fire
had to be contained . It had to be Otherwise the losses would be catastrophic . Summer
shrank back slightly .

Even as Ruby's daughter , she avoided her when she was in this mood But then something
occurred to her . +25 BONUS S BONUS Chapter p " Could it be ... Stella ? " Ruby paused
mid - step and looked at het . " Stella ? " " She's been reckless lately , " Summer said
quickly . " Look at the chaos she's already caused in Harbor City . " In Summer's mind ,
Stella was capable of anything now . Ruby let out a dismissive laugh . " She's stirred up
some low - level media noise . That's all . " " She doesn't have the reach to touch Bay
International , " Her tone was full of contempt .

An orphan who grew up in a welfare home ? She probably couldn't even get past the
security gates at Bay International . Set fire to it ? Ridiculous . But even as she said it , a
faint crack of doubt flickered through her mind . Her phone rang again . Alex . She
answered immediately . " Ma'am , " he said gravely , " the two villas in the East District
have been vandalized . " Ruby's voice shot up . " What ? " Summer froze . Ruby's
composure snapped . First Bay International . Now the East District villas ? Was someone
trying to wipe her off the map ? To leave her with nothing ?

Her fingers tightened around the phone so hard her knuckles turned white . " Find out
who did this, " she hissed . " Dig deep . I want names . " Her voice rose into a full roar "
Whoever is behind this ... I will crush them . " +25 BONUS Chaplin 64 Sara Lili Sara Lili is
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Chapter 64 That night Marianne made Stella a light late - night meal . Stella ate a few
bites , then went straight to the guest room to sleep . Evan hadn't returned yet . She didn't
ask where he'd gone . She had just lain down when Gray called . " Miss . It's done . " " And
the estate ? " Stella asked . She didn't care about the two smaller villas . Those were
incidental . What truly mattered was Bay International . Ruby lived there whenever she
was in Harbor City . Important documents . Jewelry . Irreplaceable assets . Ruby had
smashed Azure Heights to send a warning .



This was Stella's reply . Gray's voice was steady . " The entire estate was engulfed . Even
after the fire crews put it out, there'll be nothing left but the structural frame . " " Good .
No loose ends . " Meaning nothing traceable . " Of course . " Gray had spent years cleaning
up situations far worse than this . It was what he did best . Sometimes he saw the same
ruthless edge in Stella that he saw in her brother . The call ended . Not long after , Evan
returned . He found the guest room and pushed the door open . He didn't step inside .

Backlit by the hallway light , his expression was unreadable . Stella had a habit of playing
one round of a game before bed . The moment he opened the door , gunfire sounds echoed
from her phone . She was leaning against the headboard . From the second he entered ,
she never once looked up . The anger he had been carrying all the way home detonated .
He strode forward , snatched the phone from her hand , and slammed it to the floor . The
battle sounds cut off instantly . Chapter 4 Only then did Stella lift her head . Her dark eves
were cold . Nothing else .

She pushed the covers aside and got out of bed . Without hesitation , she grabbed the vase
from the bedside table . And with the same motion Slami . It shattered against the floor .
Evan froze . Stella bent down calmly , picked up her phone , and inspected it . The screen
was cracked beyond repair . " You don't have anything to say ? " Evan demanded . " This
phone cost twelve hundred , " she said evenly . " I'll have my lawyer add it to the divorce
settlement . " He stared at her . That was what she chose to say ? Was that what he
wanted to hear ?

Hér detached tone made his chest feel like it was about to explode . " How did you do it ? "
he snapped . " Have you lost your mind ? " He meant the fire . The villas He knew . Bay
International was in flames . Ruby was furious . Stella glanced at him but didn't answer .

" Was if Felix ? " he demanded . " Did he help you ? " The moment he said Felix's name ,
the edge in his voice sharpened . " Azure Heights , " Stella said quietly , " was thrashed
one hour after Ruby landed . Did you know that ? " Evan stiffened . She tossed the broken
phone into the trash .

"I thought you'd at least ask why . " Silence . She turned to look at him . " From what you
just said ... am I the one who started this ? " +25 BONUS hapter 6-0 Her voice was calm .
It had been calm when she smashed the vase too . But the calm felt wrong . Fractured . At
the mention of Azure Heights , the anger inside him twisted into something more
complicated . Without another word , he turned and left the guest room . The door shut .
Stella let out a faint , contemptuous laugh . She glanced once more at the shattered phone
, then picked up the landline and dialed downstairs .

Marianne answered . " Ma'am ? " " Bring me a new phone . " " Yes , ma'am . " Less than
three minutes later , Marianne delivered one . " Thank you . " " No need to thank me . "
Marianne lingered . Stella inserted her SIM card and looked up . " Something else? " " Mr.
Evan is in the study , " Marianne said quietly . " He's on the phone . Very angry . He
mentioned you . " " Noted . I'm going to sleep . " She shut the door . She didn't care who
he was yelling at . Or about what . Downstairs , Evan was pacing in the living room .
"She's asleep ? " he asked when Marianne returned . " Yes .



" He let out a short laugh . " Of course she is . " 35 From yesterday to now , everything
was spiraling . And she could still sleep . His phone rang . Dora " Get to the hospital
immediately , " she demanded . Evan knew what this was about +25 BONUS Chapter bud
+25 BONUS Ruby must have figured something out . He leaned back in his chair and said
casually , " Her mother and grandmother are there . Isn't that enough for Summer to keep
busy ? " " What Summer ? " Dora snapped . " Your wife caused this mess . Bring her to the
hospital .

Now " The shift in wording said everything Ruby had confirmed something . " She's
asleep, " Evan replied flatly . He hung up . He didn't care if Dora had a stroke from anger
. His patience had run out months ago . Now , even if it were heaven itself calling him to
account , he would push back . Upstairs , Stella drifted into shallow sleep . Then she felt
arms wrap around her from behind . Instinct . She kicked . Evan grunted in pain . Stella
snapped fully awake . She reached for the lamp to turn on the light and tell him to leave .

But before her fingers touched it , his hand caught her wrist and forced it back under the
covers . Chapter 65 Sara Lili Sara Lili is a daring romance writer who turns icy landscapes
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At the hospital . When Ruby learned the full truth , she nearly lost control . Especially
after Alex called to confirm that Bay International had been reduced to nothing but a
skeletal frame . Everything inside was gone . Her jewelry . Her collections . Large
amounts of cash . All burned . Her entire body trembled with rage . She turned slowly
toward Dora , her eyes cold enough to cut . +25 BONUS " Mrs. Wright , " she said icily , "
your family owes me an explanation . " My daughter just gave birth to twins for your
family . And this is how you let your second daughter - in - law behave ?

NC " She not only stirred up public chaos , now she's burned down my estate at Bay
International and trashed two villas . Are you planning to compensate me for those losses
? " Dora's temples throbbed . Stella had gone too far . How dare she ? Dora forced herself
to inhale slowly . " Please rest assured , " she said stiffly . " The Wright family will give
you an answer . ' Ruby let out a cold laugh . " I must have been blind to marry my
daughter into your family . " It was a sharp remark . Yes , Ruby had benefited over the
years from Summer marrying into the Wrights .



But at this moment , she held nothing back . Dora's expression darkened . " I've already
said we will handle it . " She could admit fault when necessary . But Ruby's tone carried a
hint of disdain toward the Wright family itself . That , Dora did not appreciate . Over the
years , Ruby's status had risen largely because of her connection to them . And now she
was acting superior ? Ruby narrowed her eyes . " So how exactly do you intend to handle
it ? " 33 Chapter 65 Handle it ? Who in the Wright family could truly control Evan ? Evan's
older brother had been gone for six months .

If they didn't remove Stella now , what matriarch of the family ? Before Dora could
respond , Ruby continued coldly , " One thing is certain . My daughter will not remain in
the same household as that woman . " The message was clear . Either Stella stays . Or
Summer does . Not both Dora's face hardened . "What are you implying ?" let her become
the future " After Summer is discharged , I'm taking her and the children with me , " Ruby
said flatly . " When you've dealt with that troublemaker , we can talk . " Troublemaker .
She didn't bother to soften the word . Summer's face went pale .

" Mom , I- " " Be quiet . " Ruby's voice snapped like a whip . Summer fell silent
immediately . She didn't want to leave . She needed to stay in the Wright household
needed to keep Evan close . Ruby shot her a warning look , and Summer didn't dare speak
again . Dora , who had already felt cornered over the situation , finally reached her limit .
Without another word , she turned and left with Fiona . The hospital room fell quiet .
Summer looked anxiously at her mother . " Mom , what are you doing ? I need to stay at
the Wright house . I have to keep Evan tied down .

" Her meaning was obvious . As long as she remained there , she could continue driving a
wedge between Evan and Stella . Especially now . After everything that had happened
today , Evan's stance had unsettled her . +25 BONUS Thai B And then " Bay International
is gone . Where are you taking me and the babies ? " At the mention of Bay International ,
Ruby's jaw tightened . She wanted to tear Stella apart . Not just teach her a lesson .
Destroy her . She had underestimated that girl . Ruby sent people to trash Azure Heights
as a warning . And Stella responded by burning down her estate .

Well played . Very well played . Ruby suppressed her fury . " Don't panic, " she said coolly
. " Don't underestimate your mother - in - law . " If she's pushed far enough , Stella won't
have a peaceful day left . " She had been deliberate earlier cold , even dismissive toward
Dora on purpose . Pressure had to be applied from all sides . Stella had chosen escalation .
Fine . Ruby would show her what escalation really meant . BIG SALE : 3500 BONUS FREE
FOR YOU ! +25 BONUS Sara Lili Sara Lili is a daring romance writer who turns icy
landscapes into scenes of fiery passion.
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Chapter 66 Ruby knew Dora's temperament well . Proud Couldn't stand being
disrespected . After being humiliated like that , Dora would absolutely turn around and
take it out on Stella . Good . That was exactly what Ruby wanted . She didn't just want
Stella punished . She wanted her restless . Cornered . Miserable . And it wouldn't just be
Dora . Ruby wouldn't let this go either . That little bitch had burned Bay International .
Burned it . She would make her pay for that . Summer , sensing her mother still had
something up her sleeve , asked carefully , " What about Felix Henderson ?

Why did he assign someone to stay with Stella ? " They had already confirmed that a man
from Eirden had been stationed at Stella's side recently . And Stella had been seen
frequently with Felix . It wasn't hard to assume the foreigner worked for him . Felix was
not someone they could afford to offend . Summer worried her mother , in her rage,
might overstep . Ruby let out a cold laugh . " Whatever his reason , it's certainly not
because he's interested in a married woman who's already been pregnant . " Summer fell
silent . Ruby's eyes gleamed with calculation .

" As for why he's helping her ... " She paused deliberately . "Men , " she scoffed . " All that
brotherhood nonsense ? In front of real interests , it's nothing but smoke and mirrors . "
In Ruby's view , Felix must have his eye on something Evan controlled . Getting close to
Stella was just a distraction tactic . A way to destabilize Evan Summer hesitated . " You
really think that's it ? " +25 BONUS To her , Felix didn't seem like the type to use such
underhanded tactics . His friendship with Evan had lasted years . Ruby waved it off
dismissively . " I've seen every kind of man there is .

" In her mind , there was no world in which Felix genuinely cared about Stella . " Just wait
for your mother - in - law to act . " Ruby had intentionally refused to give Dora face
earlier . Dora , furious and humiliated , would inevitably move against Stella . " She wants
a divorce ? " Ruby sneered . " Fine . " " If that's truly what she wants . " Because if Stella
intended to remain in the Wright family , then the heat she was about to face would be
unbearable . " This time , " Ruby said coldly , " whether she wants a divorce or not , she's
getting one .

" For the first time in days , Summer felt her chest loosen slightly . Just as Ruby predicted
, Dora left the hospital seething . The moment she got into the car , she ordered the driver
to take her to Inkwood Garden . Fiona muttered from the passenger seat , " Mrs. Bailey
went too far . You've done everything you could for Summer . " " If I were her , I'd go too
far , " Dora snapped . Then her expression twisted with fury . " I underestimated that
little witch . She burned Bay International . What is she incapable of ? " Her anger
simmered all the way to Mo Garden .



When she stepped out of the car , she looked ready to tear someone apart . Upstairs .
Stella was trying to shove Evan off the bed . After everything that had happened today , he
still had the audacity to hold her like this ? " Get off me . " " Stop , " he muttered . " Go to
sleep . " There was irritation in his voice , but he didn't loosen his grip . If anything , he
tightened it . After three days of chaos , something in him had shifted . He seemed to have
resigned himself to the lact that she would keep escalating .

+25 BONUS Christon And the only way to prevent another disaster tomorrow was to keep
her within arm's reach . Stella struggled , but the difference in strength was undeniable .
And her body was still weak from the miscarriage . He pulled her closer and pressed her
head against his chest . " Stella ... stop fighting , " he said quietly . For the first time ,
there was exhaustion in his voice . He hadn't slept properly in three days . Just as Stella
lifted her leg to kick him again- Knock Knock . The guest room door rattled .
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There was a knock at the door Marianne's voice came from outside . " Sir , Mrs. Wright
and Miss Fiona are here . " Stella stopped struggling . In the dim room , the air around her
turned noticeably colder . A slow , mocking laugh slipped from her lips . " Looks like
they're here to settle the score . Let go . " She moved to get up . In that moment , she
looked like a warrior stepping onto a battlefield . She wasn't avoiding this . After
everything that had happened , there was nothing left to preserve . Evan felt a headache
forming . He grabbed her wrist . " Lie down .

" He reached over , turned on the bedside lamp , and pushed her back under the covers . "
Stay here . I'll handle it . " He had no intention of letting her go downstairs . If she did ,
there was no telling how ugly it would get . After the past few days , he understood one
thing clearly . Stella had completely burned her bridges with the Wrights . Once , she had
respected her mother - in - law . Been polite to Summer . Devoted to the grandmother .
Friendly with Fiona . She had tried so hard to fit in . Now ? She was reckless . Explosive .
Unapologetic .

Evan stood From the bed , Stella let out a quiet laugh . " Are you coming backup? " "
Where else would I go ? " he shot back, irritation flaring . The tone she used loaded with
sarcasm set him off +25 BONUS 67 +25 BONUS She tilted her head slightly . " You spent



plenty of nights away from Inkwood these past six months . You know exactly where you
were . He went silent . That again His temples throbbed . This resentment wasn't going
anywhere anytime soon . He wrapped a robe around himself and glanced back at her . " I
won't leave again for my brother's children . " He emphasized the words .

' My brother's children . ' As if to make it clear - every time he had left , it was for them .
Not for Summer . The corner of Stella's mouth curled higher . " " Oh ? Your brother's
children ? " she said lightly . " Don't worry . You'll have plenty of reasons to leave for
them in the future . " The sarcasm was razor - sharp . Evan exhaled slowly . He knew the
past six months had festered in her . He didn't know how long it would take for that anger
to burn out . He stepped forward and , almost absentmindedly , ruffled her hair . " Be
good . " It was casual . Almost perfunctory .

Then he turned and left . The moment he stepped into the hallway , Jennifer called . " You
asleep ? " " No. " " You won't believe this . Ruby's estate at Bay International burned
down . Only the frame's left . Did you know ? " " I didn't . " A beat . " It wasn't you , was it
? " Stella's voice stayed even Csapter " I wouldn't do something like that . " There was a
pause . Jennifer wasn't entirely convinced " Then I guess karma finally caught up with her
. " Stella replied coolly , " She smashed my apartment at Azure Heights . " " What ? Wait-
" Jennifer blinked .

Azure Heights had been vandalized ... so the fire at Bay International couldn't be a
coincidence , right ? She cleared her throat . " Get some rest . " Whoever did it , it felt
deserved . +25 BONUS Downstairs . Dora watched Evan descend alone , wearing a loosely
tied robe . The collar hung open just enough to reveal faint scratch marks across his chest
. Her blood pressure spiked instantly . " Where is she ? " Evan walked over , dropped onto
the sofa across from her , picked up a cigarette from the table , and lit it without
answering right away . Smoke filled the air .

Only then did he speak " She's asleep . " +25 BONUS Sara Lili Sara Lili is a daring
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Chapter 68 " Haven't I told you already ? " Evan said coolly . " If you don't like her , then
stop meeting her alone . Just act like she's not your daughter in law . " And it that still
wasn't enough ? You can pretend you don't have me as a son either . At this point, he
honestly didn't care . Dora's vision darkened with tage . " I don't want to pretend . I want



her out . I want to not have that woman as my daughter - in - law at all . " " Do you even
know what she's done now ? " she demanded . " She burned down Ruby's mansion at Bay
International .

And she had people smash up the two villas in the East District . " Tell me , what is she
trying to do ? How did the Wright family end up with someone like her ? " The Wrights
and the Baileys have had a good relationship for years . What now ? You marry someone
like that and expect her not to drag the whole family down with her ? " She'd been
stewing the entire drive over . Now that she saw Evan , the fury poured out unchecked .
Evan took a slow drag from his cigarette . " The Wright family isn't made of paper . We're
not going to collapse because of one woman .

" Dora snapped , " We may not be made of paper , but we're not strong enough to
withstand a disaster like her either ! " The damage to the family's reputation over the past
two days had been severe . Right now , she wanted Stella ruined . Before Evan could
respond , Dora continued , her voice turning uglier . " A girl who doesn't even know who
her parents are of course she has no upbringing . " And judging from her nature , even if
she had parents, she wouldn't have learned a thing . " She was beyond reason .

If she could , she would have dragged Stella's entire lineage out of the ground just to curse
them . " Enough , " Evan said sharply , his expression darkening . " Enough ? What do you
mean enough ? " Dora shot back . " Am I wrong ? Look at her temperament . There's
something wrong with her at the genetic level , " Upstairs , Stella had heard every word .
She didn't go down . Instead , she turned calmly , walked into the bathroom , grabbed a
plastic basin - she didn't even know what it was originally for -and filled it to the brim
with water .

Downstairs , Dora was still going ISI +25 RONUS " I warned you when you insisted on
marrying her Girls raised in orphanages those are the ones discarded for a reason . What
kind of parents abandon their child ? What kind of bloodline is that Before she could
finish Splash ! A full basin of icy water poured straight down from above It hit Dora
square on the head . The cold shock soaked her instantly , from hair to heels . A second
later Bang ! The empty basin came crashing down , landing at her feet . Silence . Then- A
shriek tore through the room . " Ahhh ! " Dora looked unhinged .

Evan and Fiona both froze , stunned , instinctively looking up . 11 On the second - floor
landing , Stella stood in her silk nightgown , arms crossed . Her expression was calm .
Almost bored . Dora's hand trembled as she pointed upward . " You - you - you- " For once
, she couldn't even find the words . Stella tilted her head slightly . " Feeling a little cleaner
now ? " she asked coolly . " Or should I rinse you again ? " Dora nearly fainted . Fiona
grabbed her to steady her , then exploded . " You bitch ! You've completely lost your mind
! " She had barely finished the sentence- Thud !

Something flew towards her . It hit Fiona square in the mouth . She gasped and
instinctively covered her face . Crate F When she pulled her hand away It came back
smeared with blood . +25 BONUS Chapter 69 Sara Lili Sara Lili is a daring romance writer
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Chapter 69

There was something wet on Fiona's tace . She slowly pulled her hand away . When she
saw her palm covered in blood , her pupils shrank " Ah - 1 Dora , who had been about to
leap forward and scream at Stella again , was startled by Fiona's piercing shriek . Then
she saw it Chapter 68 " Haven't I told you already ? " Evan said coolly . " If you don't like
her , then stop meeting her alone . Just act like she's not your daughter in law . " And it
that still wasn't enough ? You can pretend you don't have me as a son either . At this point
, he honestly didn't care .

Dora's vision darkened with tage . " I don't want to pretend . I want her out . I want to not
have that woman as my daughter - in - law at all . " " Do you even know what she's done
now ? " she demanded . " She burned down Ruby's mansion at Bay International . And she
had people smash up the two villas in the East District . " Tell me , what is she trying to
do ? How did the Wright family end up with someone like her ? " The Wrights and the
Baileys have had a good relationship for years . What now ? You marry someone like that
and expect her not to drag the whole family down with her ?

" She'd been stewing the entire drive over . Now that she saw Evan , the fury poured out
unchecked . Evan took a slow drag from his cigarette . " The Wright family isn't made of
paper . We're not going to collapse because of one woman . " Dora snapped , " We may not
be made of paper , but we're not strong enough to withstand a disaster like her either ! "
The damage to the family's reputation over the past two days had been severe . Right now
, she wanted Stella ruined . Before Evan could respond , Dora continued , her voice
turning uglier .

" A girl who doesn't even know who her parents are of course she has no upbringing . "
And judging from her nature , even if she had parents , she wouldn't have learned a thing
. "" She was beyond reason . If she could , she would have dragged Stella's entire lineage
out of the ground just to curse them . " Enough , " Evan said sharply , his expression
darkening . " Enough ? What do you mean enough ? " Dora shot back . " Am I wrong ?
Look at her temperament . There's something wrong with her at the genetic level , "
Upstairs , Stella had heard every word . She didn't go down .

Instead , she turned calmly , walked into the bathroom , grabbed a plastic basin - she
didn't even know what it was originally for -and filled it to the brim with water .



Downstairs , Dora was still going ISI +25 RONUS " I warned you when you insisted on
marrying her Girls raised in orphanages those are the ones discarded for a reason . What
kind of parents abandon their child ? What kind of bloodline is that Before she could
finish Splash ! A full basin of icy water poured straight down from above It hit Dora
square on the head . The cold shock soaked her instantly , from hair to heels .

A second later Bang ! The empty basin came crashing down , landing at her feet . Silence .
Then- A shriek tore through the room . " Ahhh ! " Dora looked unhinged . Evan and Fiona
both froze , stunned , instinctively looking up . 11 On the second - floor landing , Stella
stood in her silk nightgown , arms crossed . Her expression was calm . Almost bored .
Dora's hand trembled as she pointed upward . " You - you - you- " For once , she couldn't
even find the words . Stella tilted her head slightly . " Feeling a little cleaner now ? " she
asked coolly . " Or should I rinse you again ?

" Dora nearly fainted . Fiona grabbed her to steady her , then exploded . " You bitch !
You've completely lost your mind ! " She had barely finished the sentence- Thud !
Something flew towards her . It hit Fiona square in the mouth . She gasped and
instinctively covered her face . Crate F When she pulled her hand away It came back
smeared with blood . +25 BONUS Chapter 69 A deep gash had split open across Fiona's
cheek . Blood was pouring down . For a moment , Dora couldn't breathe . " Blood- Mom ,
my face - my face ... " Fiona touched it again instinctively .

The second her fingers brushed the wound , pain exploded through her . Blood streamed
down her jaw and along her neck , warm and metallic in scent . Dora looked from Stella
upstairs to Evan standing rigid nearby then her eyes fell on the bloodied ashtray on the
floor . Her voice shook . " Evan, you - you ... " Evan's lips pressed into a thin line . He
calmly picked up his phone and dialed 911 for an ambulance . Dora felt faint with fury . "
That's your sister ! " she screamed . " How could you hit her like that over an outsider ?

" Her voice trembled with rage - and unmistakable contempt toward Stella . Evan's eyes
narrowed . " Stella is my wife . She's the outsider to you . Not to me . " If that mouth of
hers can't learn respect , then maybe it's better this way . " Disrespecting Stella was the
same as disrespecting him . Dora froze . Fiona froze Fiona's face went pale as she stared
at her brother . " Mom ... " she whispered , trembling . She had never seen Evan like this .
Tears fell uncontrollably . When they slid across the open wound , the sting was
unbearable .

Dora's heart twisted at the sight of Fiona's blood - soaked face " You've gone too far,
Evan ! A girl's face is everything ! What kind of brother are you ? This is outrageous- "
+25 BONUS BONUS In the end , the ambulance came for Fiona Dora left with her , soaked
in cold water , humiliated and furious . The living room was left in chaos . Evan looked up
The second - floor railing was empty . Stella was gone . He glanced at the mess downstairs
and exhaled heavily . Then he went upstairs . When he reached the bedroom door- It was
locked . He hissed under his breath . " Seriously ?

" She'd dumped a basin of water on his mother , and somehow she was still angry ? He
grabbed the spare key and unlocked the door . Inside , Stella was already asleep . He



walked around to the other side of the bed and slipped under the covers , pulling her
small body into his arms . She felt cold . He opened his robe and wrapped it around her ,
enclosing her against his chest . She shifted slightly , trying to push him away . He
murmured softly , almost tiredly , " Be good . Go to sleep . " He was exhausted . Stella had
expected him to come up furious .

After all , she'd just dumped water on his mother . She had even prepared herself for
another fight . If he wanted to argue, fine . She didn't have the energy tonight anyway .
She'd spent the entire day at the biotech lab and was already drained . But he didn't fight .
So she didn't bother either . He held her through the night, yet her body still felt cool
despite the climate control in the house . Eventually he quietly added another blanket He
ended up sweating under it . Morning +25 BONUS Stella woke up refreshed .

The living room downstairs had been cleaned spotless Through the floor to ceiling
windows , she could see security guards still stationed outside . She took a sip of milk . "
I'm going out later , " she said calmly . " You should have your guards stand down ." BIG
SALE : 3500 BONUS FREE FOR YOU ! +25 BONUS Click to get it 3/2 Sara Lili Sara Lili is a
daring romance writer who turns icy landscapes into scenes of fiery passion. She loves
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Evan set a bowl of soup in front of her When she said she was going out , his expression
darkened slightly . He placed the bowl down . His tone was even " For the next few days,
you're staying here . You're not going anywhere . " Stella looked up . " You're putting me
under house arrest ? " " What house arrest ? " His voice sharpened . " Don't make it sound
dramatic . You know exactly what you've done . " He'd gotten the update last night .
Ruby's mansion at Bay International had burned down to nothing but a frame . The losses
were massive . Right now , Ruby probably wanted Stella's blood .

Stella met his gaze calmly . " I caused trouble all by myself ? " Evan went quiet . No. Rnby
had struck first . A warning . That's what she'd called it . Ruby had meant to teach Stella a
lesson for going after Summer . She just hadn't expected Stella to strike back with
something sharper . One warning from Ruby- And Stella answered with a cactus . Now
Ruby's hands were full of thorns , and she had nowhere to vent her fury . Evan knew Ruby
well enough . She would retaliate . Quietly . Carefully . Ruthlessly . Stella took a sip of the
soup .



Her brows knit together 1/3 +25 BONUS " Why does this taste so bad ? " Marianne
stepped forward instinctively . " Is it ? 1- Itwas Before she could finish , Evan shot her a
look . She swallowed the rest of her sentence . " I added some medicinal herbs since
you've looked pale lately , " Marianne said carefully . " That might've changed the flavor "
/ Stella didn't notice the tension in her voice . She simply found it unpleasant . After two
sips , she set the bowl down . Evan frowned . " It's good for you . Finish it .

" He'd held her half the night and she'd still felt cold despite the climate control . When
had she started feeling this fragile ? She hadn't been like this before . " I'm not drinking it
, " she said flatly . " It tastes awful . " Medicinal soup didn't have to taste strange if it was
balanced properly . Something was off today . Evan sighed . He stood , walked over , and
sat beside her . He picked up the bowl , scooped up a spoonful , and brought it to her lips .
Stella stiffened . " What are you doing ? " Her expression turned cold instantly . " Finish it
. "Isaid no.

" Her tone hardened So did his . The look in his eyes made it clear if she didn't drink it,
he would not be pleased . He held the spoon steady near her mouth . Stella lowered her
gaze - And froze There , just above the collar of his robe . A bite mark A bite mark Summer
? Her eyes went ice cold " Open your mouth , " he said , patience thinning . Her lips
pressed into a thin line . Then She raised her hand and knocked the bowl and spoon
straight out of his grip . They hit the floor with a sharp crash . Silence . Evan's face went
dark . Marianne jumped .

That was the soup he'd gotten up early to make himself . She hurried to grab cleaning
supplies . Stella had completely lost her appetite . She stood . But Evan grabbed her wrist .
She tried to shake him off , but his grip tightened . " Drink " The tone wasn't a request .
Marianne had just returned with a broom when Evan's voice cut through the room . "
Pour her another one . " +25 BONUS Sara Lili Sara Lili is a daring romance writer who
turns icy landscapes into scenes of fiery passion. She loves crafting hot love stories while
embracing the chill of Iceland's breathtaking cold.
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