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Chapter 335
Violet

We stood outside the palace gates, far enough to have some privacy. It
was the safest way to talk, and a lot had to be said.

All eves were on Nate, full of curiosity as they waited for him to speak. He
almost looked overwhelmed by it, like he didn’t know how to begin, and
il was understandable.

The news that Beta Jack was probably aware of what we had done wasn'{
nothing.

“Your dad knows, doesn't he?” Lian spoke first. “That you’ve got
something to do with her disappearance?”

She hlinked as she wailed lor his answer.
Nate’s shoulders dipped in relief, “Yes.”

Lian had probably seen this coming the second she spotied the nerves
hiding behind his calm eyes. As expecled, Trin and Lian both took the
news calmly, but Sora..,

Sora went pale,

“Oh dear Goddess,"” she breathed. She started pacing, her hand through
her hair. “It’s over...we’re done for. We're all going to Prison Island,
where we won't be able to take a shower and—"

“My dad won't let that happen," Nate cut in, his voice gentle but firm. “1
won't let that happen.”
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He glanced around. "I just thought yvou should know where things stand.”

Those words didn’t seem to do much for Sora, and she kept pacing. Kylan
lel out an annoyed breath beside me, but T couldn’t blame her. She was

scared, nervous, and she had every right Lo be.

“Tam one fucking second away from sending her {o Prison Tsland
mysell," he muttered. He scaffed right after and raised his chin at her
like she had just proved his point about why he disliked everything about
her.

[ pressed my hand to his back and gave it a rub to keep him grounded.
Nate drew a breath, then looked straight at me.

“I'won’t be able to lie to him," he said carefully. “So 1 will tell him
evervthing. All of it, but only if that’s okay with all of you— especially
you, Violet.”

Alump formed in my throat as I gave him a steady ned. "1 trust you,
Nate."

T reached out my hand, and he took it, his lips curling into a small smile.
Those words did something to him, and T should've told him belore. After
hiding the truth of who I was, it felt important that he heard them from
me.

“And you don't have to worry, Sora," I shifted my attention to her. She
stopped pacing to stare at me. " None of this will fall back on you. I swear
that on my life.”

Everyone looked at me, wide -eyed. "“T'm sorry for dragging you inlo this

mess,” Teontinued. "Bul none of this is your fault. 1t's—"

““No, vou're right. Itisn't.” Lian cut in sharply. “1t’s Kayden's.”
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"It might be, but we let it happen,” Sora's voice trembled. “And he's the
prince so he won't face consequences...”

Kylan kept quiet, and he looked down. I knew he believed none of this
was my fault, but his expression had only changed when Kayden was
mentioned. He stayed quiet instead of joining them in blaming Kayden.

Because while he didn’t agree with how Kayden did it, he would’ve done
the same thing if it meant protecting me. He would've killed Chrystal.

Trinity, who had also stayed quiet, had wanted her dead for a long time.

And even T had come Lo Llerms with the fact thal Twould’ve killed her
myself that day, if it meant surviving her.

Guilt rushed through me as those thoughts occupied my mind, and my
eyes flickered back to Nate. Ie was another reason why Kylan had stayed
quiet.

He didn't want to badmouth Chrystal in front of him.

Nate let out a weak chuckle. “We can blame him for what he's done,” he
said, "but at the end of the day...it was her fault."

We all stared at him, unsure of what to say. Kylan had also lifted his head,
The way he had said it...

So calm, and accepting. A sigh escaped from his lips, and he gaveus a
shrug. “Anyway, I said what I had to say," Nate said. “I'll tell my dad, and
I've got the situation under control.”

He tried to sound strong, but I could still hear the ache in his voice, Even
il he thought Chrystal was mosltly to blame, it would make sense that he
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still missed his sister.
There was an uncomfortable silence that stretched for far too long.

‘I'rinity cleared her throat. “So about the no shower thing and Prison
island,” she gritted her teeth. “1 had no idea, but if it does come to that...
please just kill me.”

We all shared a look before we burst out laughing. I knew she was
serious, but she couldn’t have said it at a better time because that was
exactly what we needed.

“T have something to say too,"” T chuckled. " Something T don’t want to
hide anymore.”

Kylan quickly nudged my shoulder, “ Are you really going to tell her?" he
whispered. Her meaning Sora.

Iignored him.

Twas poing to tell her because they all deserved to know, and that was my
decision.

“First, I'want to thank vou,” I began. “For being there for me, protecting
me while you had no reason to risk anything for me...but you did.”

My throat tightened. “So in return... want to be fully honest with you.”
Sora fumbled her hands. “There’s more?”
1let out a small chuckle, and my eyes searched {or Kylan.

"We should go somewhere else,” he suggested. “She’s poing to need a

while.”
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1 gave a small, nervous laugh. “What he said.”

That’s how we ended up in the palace library, the same place where we
did our research about the box.

1told them everything.

From the day I first stepped into this world, to Starlight, my families, the
Veil, Baelor, and the mountains, and all the way to Liltle Violet.

‘There wasn't a single part 1left out, and not a single thing 1 softened.
Nate, Lian, and Sora listened so quietly I could hear them breathing,
while Kylan and Trinity, who were already aware, just stayed close.

By the time I finally reached the end of my story, my throat hurt from all
the talking, and my heart felt like il was outside my chesl.

Tt had definitely becorne much easier than before, and part of it had to do

with finally knowing T couldn’t run from this.

This iswho Tam,

'm done pretending otherwise.

There was a moment of silence, and then Nate let out a small laugh.

“What?" 1 whispered, flustered. As far as I could remember, there was
nothing langhable about this story.

Nate shook his head, laughing harder. “ After all that happened,
somehow Princess Violet, heir to the common lands, traveling through a
magical box and preparing to fight the king of the underworld, doesn't
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sound that strange anymore."”

He cracked up even more, leaning back in his chair. 1 fluttered my eyes
for a bit, then started laughing too. Trinity also joined, and T think it was
mostly because Nate just wouldn’L stop.

Lian leaned forward, tilting her head. *You're just a bit of everything,
aren't vou?"

I shrugged softly. “I guess so."

Trinity waved her hand. "1 said from day one, as long as she’s not a

vampire!”

Kylan, who shared her same level of dislike for vampires, let out a small
laugh. By now, a few sighs had already slipped from my lips. Tt felt like a
weight had been lifted from my shoulders, and I believed T had made the
right choice in telling them.

My eves caught Sora. She wasn't laughing. She was quiet—processing. |

could see her thoughts running, and the panic she was trying o hide.

Lian noticed too. “We want to help youwherever we can, Violet,"” she
said gently, though her eyes were on Sora. " And we'll always have your
back. No matter what. Right, Sora?”

She nudged Sora’s shoulder lghtly.
Sora blinked back into reality. "Yes, yes. Right!”

“So what now?"” Nate asked, after he had finally managed to calm down
from laughing. “Will you really go back to the past in a few days?"

“We have 10,” Kylan answered for me. “Whatever happened during that
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moon is where this all began. If we can stop it there...we might be able to
stop everything here.”

Itook a slow breath.
Only a few days left, and there was still so much to figure out.

“'Then we should get together again, including Dylan,” Nate said. “There
might be something you missed, and an extra set of eyes is always good.
Right?”

T hadn’t expected him 1o be this invested. Tt surprised me how willing he
was o help, even though this wasn’t really his fight. He was fighting his
own battles, yet he still felt the need to be there for everyone.

Lian nodded in agreement. “Nate is right," she narrowed her eyes, “We
can guard the box this time while you go through.”

“That would help a lot,” Kylan agreed.

We took a risk the last time, but that would be the first and only. Tt was
really necessary for someone to be on the other side.

“Can't we involve more people?” Nate asked. “Baelor is a threat to
everyone, Every kingdom. Every life,"

Kvlan shook his head. “They would never believe us," he said. “I'hey
would lock every single one of us up before we could even get close to
proving anything.”

Nate paused. He knew Kylan was right.

Of course, that thought had also occurred to me, but I had also concluded
that that wouldn't be the righl move.



+56 Bonus

1f the king was sane, we could’ve told him, but then again, it wouldn'tbe
a surprise if he already knew.

He most likely already had his own agenda.

Kvlan crossed his arms and leaned against the wall. “ Letting all of them
out of the Veil is as good as a death sentence, and we cannol let that
happen,” he said. “T’m going to be realistic. Tdon’t know if we can keep
everyone out, but we at least owe it a try, 'There are two good people
inside that Veil, and they have been holding it together for years—*

Sora slammed her hand on the table so loud it caught everyone's
attention.

“Sora—" | reached out, but she shook her head, telling me not to speak.
‘T'hen she clamped both hands over her ears. “No...No...No..no—no—"

She backed up fast, then turned and practically ran out the library doors.
Kylan's jaw tightened, and he moved off the wall to follow her, but before
he could, Lian stepped in front of him.

She placed her hands on his chest, but pulled back instantly when she
realized whal she had done. “Your Highness..."” she bowed her head. “
she's just nervous, but she won't—*

Kylan cut her off, cold. “You'd better keep her under control before I do
it. If L have to put a leash on your girlfriend, Twill,”

Lian glared at him. “She doesn't need to be kept on a leash. Sheisn'ta
dog," she said. "We might be a bit harder, but this is a normal and
justified reaction Lo someone being told thal the devil is on the way.
Don't you think?"

“No, I don’t,” Kylan replied. "1 understand what it’s like to want to
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protect someone, but I do not think that reaction is normal.”
Lian glared at Kylan for a second longer, then hurried out after Sora.

‘The air in the room had shifted, but I was with Lian. She was right, that
was a justified reaction.

Kylan turned his head, and his eves pierced through mine. Then his legs
moved, and he stepped toward me until he was close enough to reach my
ears.

I {elt his warm breath near my skin. “Just because you care [or someone
doesn't mean you owe them every piece of yoursell,” he whispered, his
voice softer than expected. "“'The wrong reaction from the wrong person
can destroy everything...and | don't believe you should’ve told her.”

Although he had said it so quietly that only I could hear, T took a step back
and looked across the room. My eyes went from Trinity to Nate, back to
Kylan.

“T think you're wrang, " Tslated. Kylan looked al me, laken aback. “T
respect your opinion, but Tdon’t regrel Lelling her because Tknow T can

trust her.”
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