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Chapter 572
Violet
“Give me your hands again.”

I followed Aelius’s instructions and slid my hands back into his. My back
straightened as I pulled in a slow breath, feeling his fingers close around
mine,

How was any of this supposed to work?
What was he expecting me to do? just..feel?

“From what 1 understand,” he said, watching me, “you believe your eyes
answer to your emotions. Correct?"

I gave a small nod. 'That was exactly what it felt like until he had just told
me that itwasn’t. Grandpa Aelius tilted his head, studying me the way he
always did.

“Then tell me, child,” he said. “Have you never once felt something you
could nol explain? A sense of a thing before you had any reason Lo sense
it?"

Topened my mouth ta say no, but it never came out. Because that wasn’!
the truth. My mind went straight to Sonva, To that day in Lyperiawhen T
had felt a second heartbeat, before anyone had told us we would get a
younger sibling.

But that wasn't the only time...

Though it wasn't quite the same, there was also that moment with Kian
in the woods.  had been able to sense his emotions, and it had even
brought me to tears.

I had only pushed it aside because 1 thought it had to do with that strange
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ritual of his, and however he had gotten those red streaks in his hair.

Ilooked up at Aelius. "Yes, a few times,” I whispered. " But I thought 1
was just imagining it. Making things up in my head.”

“Youwere not.” He gave my hands a gentle squeeze, ‘1 believe thatisa
gift you had already mastered long before you ever learned to make your

eves plow,"” he said. “Tt has been awake in you this whaole time.”

He let out a pleased chuckle, his eyes almost glowing with delight. “Life
Sense," he said. “Thatis what it's called.”

“Life Sense?" T repeated, lifting a brow.
“The ability to feel the living thread that muns through all things."”

I raised my brows higher, urging him to explain further. “1t will tell you
what beats, what suffers, who vou can trust.” His blue eyes held mine. "
And so much more."

My breath caught in my throat. “So that’s my specialty?” T asked. *
‘I'hat’s the thing I'm best at?"

“For now,” Aelius confirmed. *1 believe you have many more gifts still
sleeping inside you, child,"” he said. “But they will not all wake at once,
and we do not have enough tme to draw each of them oul.” His gaze

sharpened. "So we begin with this one.”
I nodded, listening to every word.

“"'We take the gift you have most likely been using by accident vour whole
life,” Aclius said, “and we Leach you to do it on purpose.”

Aller he said i1, something in my chest finally eased. For the lirst time, il

lelt like we were actually making progress.

And something about the way he said it made my chest go tight and
warm at the same time.
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“Okay," 1 breathed, tightening my grip on his hands. "“Then teach me...
T'm ready.”

“Close your eyes,” Aelius sald. It was a simple instruction, yet it was one
that made me hesitate. It wasn't as if closing my eves had done any good
for me lately.

FEvery time T did shut them, Tended up somewhere Twasn't quite sure T
wanted to be. Aelius caught my worries.

“Twill not let anything happen to you,” he said, his voice unexpectedly
soft. “Not while you sit in front of me. You have my word, child."” Ile gave
asmall smile. " Now close your eyes.”

‘I'hough they were just words, because they had come from Aelius |
believed them and finally closed my eyes. ‘There was only dark behind my
eyelids. Nothing more.

“Do 1" "Do not reach for the glow,"” Aelius said before T could finish. "
The glow is already inside of you. It is part of you.”

1 look a breath.

“You need to feel, Violet,” he went on. "' Just concentrate and let yourself
feel.”

I bit down hard on my lip befare 1 had even made an attempt, already
expecting lo fail. Perhaps that's why Twas so shocked when something,
happened. I heard the sound of my own heartbeat in my ears, and the
distant murmur of villagers somewhere down the hill. Murmurs I wasn't

supposed lo hear because they were Loo far away.

“Youwere born for this,” Aeclius spoke in between. His words encouraged
me to push a little harder, and then 1 felt it...

Him...
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It was a strange, ancient presence that could only belong to him. But it
also felt safe, warm and like something T had to protect.

A surprised gasp slipped out of me. Aclius chuckled like he already knew
whal was happening. “Open your eyes.”

Tdid as told, and blinked at him.

"I know," he breathed. " Now I want you to see beyond what you believe
you can see,” he said. “Look around, and focus on one point. Just one.”

Tlet go of the questions for once and just did what be asked of me. With
excilernent, T let my gaze drift toward the hill until it landed on a random
cluster of villagers. The few that were not meditating anymore.

1 could hardly believe my eyes when suddenly colors appeared, wrapping
around their frames. They were gold, blue, green, every single one of
them different, and they followed them as they moved.

I finally understood why Aelius wanted me to focus on one point. [t was
beauliful, but lar loo much all at once.

"I don’t know what's happening,” I said. "1 can see...all this light around
them, Idon’t

Aman crossing the space with his head down. Just as he did, he burmped

shoulders with a woman coming the other way.

“"Sorry."” His apology echoed in my ears. 1 saw the warm color around
him change into a blue shade. Then T heard the sound of his steady

heartbeat. The apology was sincere.,

My gaze slid to the woman he had bumped into. A red color wrapped
around her, only deepening with each second. I could feel her heartbeat
too, but hers was a bit too fast.

Suddenly, a sharp feeling rushed through me. It only took me a second to
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understand it wasn’t mine. It was hers.

"She's angry,” Ibreathed. "He bumped into her and she's furious about
it,” 1told Aelius. “She’s not going to letitg—"

Before I could even finish, the woman shoved the man in his chest. 1 saw
it would happen...T could've stopped it. Was this really Life Sense?

“Hey!” As soon as Jason's voice rang out and he rushed across Lo get to
them, everything went back to normal. The colors had faded, and so did
the sound of their heartbeats,

Astartled laugh came oul of me, and T turned back 1o Aelius. “1 felt all of
it before it happened!" 1 said. “1 knew she was going to do it before she
did.”

A smile tugged at Aelius's lips, “This is where you will start,” he decided,
"One cannot lead a village into a realm when they cannot feel. One
cannot protect what they cannot see coming.”

Aelius was righl. My plan was great, bul il was also buill around me
depending on being able to move through that realm. To calculale the
siluation and feel danger befare it reached the peaple Twould drag in
there with me.

This could be the key to make sure everyone got out of that realm, alive.

After the first lime, Aelius made me do it again and again until Thad lost
all track of how many hearts I had listened to. And each time, | felt myself
growing a little stronger.

By the time Aelius finally let me stop, 1 suspected it already had to be
nearly late afternoon.

We had stayed on that hill for hours, but it wasn't just us. All across the
village, people were still hard at work. Even Trinity had been in the exact
same spol all this limme, still working on herbs while Jason had been
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leading the villagers.

""We will take a short rest,” Aelius said. " But not too long. It is important
that you work under pressure. Resting this gifl too often only makes il

harder to wake again."
“Tunderstand,” T said.

I truly did. 1 felt tired, but it was a good kind of tired. Aclius got up to leave
for a while and made his way to Jason,

Meanwhile, my thoughts drifted o him. Kylan...

I turned and looked back over my shoulder, toward the temple where [
had left him hours ago. Alone with Varius...and with Baelor.

Ilet out a slow breath, secretly wondering if he was somewhere in there

feeling exactly like T did right now.
Tired, but hopetul. T wondered if he was making the same progress T was.

At least, Thoped he was...
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