< Rebom And Remade: Pussued By The Billiona. & * 1120 Points at most

Chapter 71 Are You Here
Specially To Apologize

"You're welcome,” Archie said, looking at Kimberly with a playful glint in
his eye as he affectionately stroked her head.

“You used to be much more outspoken before your marriage. You would
tell me exactly what you wanted without ever saying thank you.*

A blush crept over Kimberly's cheeks as she remembered her previous
boldness. It was true, she had never expressed gratitude to her
grandfather before, and now she was overwhelmed with various feelings.
‘| was youngerand less wise back then. |I've matured since" she said, her
voice taking on a playful tone reminiscentof heryouth.

Archie’s eyes sparkled as he gently tapped her hand, "Honestly, | wish
you didn't have to grow up.”

The price of maturity was indeed steep.

From their first reunion Archie had immediately noticed the new worries
and uncertainties in Kimberly's eyes, emotions that were foreign to her
youthful demeanor.

As they spent more time tagether, he realized that Kimberly's anxieties
were related 10 him.

She feared he might not accept her or that he could even abandon her,

This realization nearly shattered Archie’sheart. Witnessinghow William's
family treated his cherished granddaughterfilled himwith rage.

Kimberly hesitated briefly, then offered a small smile. | need to grow up
sometime. | can't stay naive forever.”

‘In my eyes, you'll always be my naive girl" Archie responded, his voice
warm and tender. He was relieved to see that her current expressionsno
longer showed signsof worry or unease.
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He ponderedthe challenges she must have faced to changethis much

Thinking of Decian, the man who had wronged his granddaughter,
Archie's gaze momentarily hardened, then faded just as quickly.

He said, | had plannedto hirea couple of professional managers to help
you manage these companies, which would be in your name. Bul seeing
your resolve now reassures me.'

His voice deepened as he continued "And don't worry about the Walsh
family . Even if the Holden family faces difficulties, handlingthe Walshes
won't be an issue. Pursue what you want, and if you need assistance,
come Lo me or your Aunt Mabel. YourUncle Christianwould also be there
for you, understand?”

Archie cast a look at Christian who appeared momentarily taken aback
before he smiled and sald, "Absolutely, if there’s anything| can do to help,
justlet me know, Kimberly."

Christianwas a gentleman witha calm and refined demeanor, projecting
the image of a steady elder, He regarded Kimberly with kindness insharp
contrast to the sharp and indifferent William.

He had a deep passion for painting and was a somewhat well-known
artist. He typically kepthisdistance from the affairs of the Holden Group,
seemingindifferent to fame and fortune,

Having been betrayed before, Kimberly was unsureabout Christian'strue
nature, but she sensed a genuinekindnessfrom his side of the family for
now,

Kimberly smiled warmly at him "Thank you, Uncle Christian I'll counton
you if | need help later on.*

Christiansimply nodded again with a friendly smile.

After exchanginga few more pleasantries, the family dinnerwrapped up.
Archie feeling the effects of the late hour, retired early, instructing the
butler to get Kimberly's old room ready.

Christian left with his wife and Gia, driving off from the Holden family

estate.
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In the expansive main hall, only Kimberly and Mabel were left. They
shared a knowingsmile before Kimberly stepped forward and embraced
Mabel gently.

“Aunt Mabe!, will you be staying at the estate tonight, or are you heading
back home?"

‘I'm going back home. It's not so bad living by myself, even if the food
Isn't always five-star. At least | have my freedom,” Mabel said with a
shrug linkingarms with Kimberly and smiling "Will you walk out with me,
Kimberly?"

"Sure.”

With no other plans, Kimberly joined Mabel for a walk. They wandered
along the garden paths of the estate, savoring the soft eveningbreeze.

‘| meant to ask, why did you travel to that remote island?”

Kimberly's smile briefly stuttered. She had nearly forgotten about that
trip. Her eyes darted away, and she forced a smile. "Just a welcome
party for a friend."

°A friend?” Mabel narrowed her eyes thoughtfully as they approached the
front gate. She glanced at the Maybach parked across the street. 'Is this
friend the heir to the Howard family ?*

Kimberly followed her gaze, surprised As the rear window of the
Maybach lowered, the handsome face of Chrs appeared. He
acknowledged Mabe! with a nod before focusing on Kimberly with a
profound and unreadable look.

“Aunt Mabel, I'll explain later, okay?"

Kimberly hadnt expected Chris to turn up here and felt slightly
overwhelmed.

‘If anything comes up, call me," Mabel advised, casting a final glance
toward Chrisbefore climbinginto her Rolls-Royce,

The car stayed still, showingno signof wantingto leave.
Kimberly knew her aunt was concerned that she might be bullied. Taking
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a deep breath, she made her way step by step toward the parked
Maybach,

Standing beside the car, she faced the man inside "Mr. Howard, why are
you here so late 2"

"Are you still upset?® Chris held her gaze for a lengthy moment, his
expressionconveyinga hint of helplessness. He then stepped out of the
car, his tall stature imposing as he leaned down to meet her eyes.
‘Please, dont bemad. | admit | was wrong Ms. Holden,"

Kimberly was taken aback, surprised that the well-known heir of the
Howard family was actually apologizing

'Did you come here just to apologize?”

Chris pressed his lips together, silent for a moment as he continued to
stare at her. Eventually, he murmured somewhat unclearly, "Sort of.”
Without allowing her to ask further, he added, "| noticed you hadnt
returned to Lakeview Haven Villas, so | thought|'d offer you a ride.”

Kimberly raised an eyebrow. She didn't bother asking how Chris knew
where she was. Given his resources as the heir of the Howard family,
tracking her would be simple.

‘I won't be returningtonight. | promised Grandpa I'd stay here to keep him
company for a few days.”

Chris'sbrow creased slightly. "A few days?" He gently reminded her, "Ms.
Holden, remember what you promised me.’
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