SAINT JOAN OF ARC

Chapter 2 JOAN AND SOCRATES

If Joan had been malicious, selfish, cowardly, or
stupid, she would have been one of the most odious
persons known to history instead of one of the most
attractive. If she had been old enough to know the
effect she was producing on the men whom she
humiliated by being right when they were wrong, and
had learned to flatter and manage them, she might
have lived as long as Queen Elizabeth. But she was
too young and rustical and inexperienced to have any
such arts. When she was thwarted by men whom she
thought fools, she made no secret of her opinion of
them or her impatience with their folly; and she was
na?ve enough to expect them to be obliged to her for
setting them right and keeping them out of mischief.
Now it is always hard for superior wits to understand
the fury roused by their exposures of the stupidities of
comparative dullards. Even Socrates, for all his age
and experience, did not defend himself at his trial like
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a man who understood the long accumulated fury that
had burst on him, and was clamoring for his death.
His accuser, if born 2300 years later, might have been
picked out of any first class carriage on a suburban
railway during the evening or morning rush from or to
the City; for he had really nothing to say except that
he and his like could not endure being shewn up as
idiots every time Socrates opened his mouth.
Socrates, unconscious of this, was paralyzed by his
sense that somehow he was missing the point of the
attack. He petered out after he had established the
fact that he was an old soldier and a man of
honorable life, and that his accuser was a silly snob.
He had no suspicion of the extent to which his mental
superiority had roused fear and hatred against him in
the hearts of men towards whom he was conscious of
nothing but good will and good service.
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