
SAINT JOAN OF ARC 

Chapter 9 THE MERE ICONOGRAPHY DOES NOT MATTER 

 

All the popular religions in the world are made 

apprehensible by an array of legendary personages, 

with an Almighty Father, and sometimes a mother and 

divine child, as the central figures. These are 

presented to the mind's eye in childhood; and the 

result is a hallucination which persists strongly 

throughout life when it has been well impressed. 

 

Thus all the thinking of the hallucinated adult about 

the fountain of inspiration which is continually flowing 

in the universe, or about the promptings of virtue and 

the revulsions of shame: in short, about aspiration 

and conscience, both of which forces are matters of 

fact more obvious than electro-magnetism, is thinking 

in terms of the celestial vision. And when in the case 

of exceptionally imaginative persons, especially those 

practising certain appropriate austerities, the 

hallucination extends from the mind's eye to the 
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body's, the visionary sees Krishna or the Buddha or 

the Blessed Virgin or St Catherine as the case may 

be. 
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