Rhonda lay on the bed, examining the ring. She slid it back
forth her finger and realized the size was perfect.

She had no idea what Eliam had told Diana. But from what |
Rhonda knew of her, she was sure Diana wouldn't give up
without a fight. ]

Eventually, Rhonda drifted off to sleep. That night, she had a
dream where Diana asked her out to meet and humiliated herin
front of everyone.

Rhonda woke up in a fit of anger.
However, little did she know the nightmare would come true.

It was Monday the next day. Rhonda went to her company to
attend the weekly meeting.

As soon as she stepped into the company's gate, she received
a call from Diana. She wanted to meet her at a cafe in the

shopping mall at noon.

Rhonda wanted to refuse, but Diana warned her that she wi
come to her workplace if she didn't come to see her.

~ Although Rhonda felt Diana wouldn't kno
she feared the latter might somehow shov
cause trouble. It would be ‘




on, what would you like to drink?" Diana :
htily, looking like a regal princess. Diana had ordere

of coffee. She tossed some sugar into the cup and stirrec ’
~leisurely.

“No, thanks.” Rhonda came straight to the point. "I know you
didn't call me just to have coffee with me."

"Of course not." Diana took a sip of coffee and said, "l want to
talk to you about Eliam. Are you aware of our past?"

“Yes. | am aware."

'Did Richard speak ill of me?" Diana asked bitterly. "If it weren't
for him, | would have married Eliam."

‘Grandpa has never said anything bad about you."

‘He always supports you. You will obviously defend him." Diana
sneered. "l grew up in an orphanage. | had a tough time there.
Do you know what the caretaker told me? Never trust people's
words. That's the biggest lesson of my life."

"Are you an orphan?’ Rhonda's eyes widened. She thought
Diana was from a wealthy family but didn't expect her to be an

orphan.

"You seem surprised. Eliam's uncle adopted me when | w.
seven years old. Eliam's parents were still alive then. |

| play with him all the time. Unfortunately, h|s parents

| away in an accident. | lived with the Slo '

~ Eliam. Later my adoptlve parents dec




, gh fev
or three days. He didn't leave my
lot of weight. Eliam was terrified. | still reme
Vividly. He said he wouldn't live if | died. We grev
and our bond became stronger. Some boys in sch
after me. Eliam beat them up and warned them not

Suddenly her face fell. "I it weren't for that fateful summer..." i

Diana's eyes dimmed. She took a deep breath and continue‘d,‘ b
‘| participated in a beauty pageant and won the championship.
A famous playboy was interested in me then. He asked me out
and wanted me to be his girlfriend, but | rejected his proposal
right away. He became angry and sent people to kidnap me,
took naked photos of me, and posted them online." |

Diana broke down crying.

‘Back then, | was preparing for the wedding. After the fiasco, ‘
Richard came to me and said | no longer deserved his
grandson. He gave me money and asked me to leave Eliam."

Rhonda quietly listened to Diana.

Ultimately, Diana's sadness turned into anger. Her
reddened. "You know what? Richard's men forced me t
the plane. After that, he cut off all ties between Eli

and made it impossible for me to contact him.




Althe ,ugh Diana had been through alot, it wasn't f
- use that as an excuse to boss people around to get thing

“Sorry. | can't promise that.” Rhonda crossed her arms
chest.

"Why not?”
‘Because | don't wantto." 1

‘What sort of an excuse is that?" Diana looked into Rhonda's |
eyes. 'l didn't tell you all this to beg you to let go of Eliam. I'm
warning you to stay away from me and Eliam."

‘Look, I'm not interested in your past. Eliam is my husband now;
that's all that matters to me. | don't care about his past or what
he did before marrying me, and | don't want to know about it
either."

Rhonda's determination infuriated Diana. She angrily pounded '
the table.

"Rhonda, you better be nice to me when | show you respe
Don't force me to make your life difficult.”




did you tell him? Why did he say he wanted

clear line with me? It was out of the blue,” Diana bar

expressionless as usual.

'If he is willing to tell me, why would | ask you?" David's pc H
face infuriated Diana. 'l really don't understand why Eli
appointed you in such a crucial position. You're like a m
person.”

"Mr. Sloan doesn't like chatty people,” David retorted.

“You!" Diana was annoyed. She took deep breaths and tried
luring David, "Just tell me. Even a hint is fine. I'll ask Eliam to
give you a house. What do you think?"

‘| appreciate your kindness, Miss Leslie. But Mr. Sloan has
already arranged a place for me to stay." He didn't appreciate

the bribery.

"What should | do to get a hint?" Diana asked anxiously.

"Miss Leslie, did you do anything to Miss Horton or her
lately?" David asked.

"What? | didn't do anything." She denied i
face betrayed her. 3




" David offered a faint smile.

"Miss Horton's brother was left disabled after an accide
Leslie, have you heard about it?"

‘Disabled?" Diana's expression shifted immediately. "How cou
this happen?"

"He's only 21 years old. His life has been shattered.” David
watched Diana's expression in the rearview mirror as he spoke.

He noticed that after a moment of surprise, Diana secretly
smirked.

David was taken aback and slammed on the brakes suddenly.
"What on earth are you doing?" Diana was startled.
"Someone suddenly crossed on the road.”

Diana looked at the street but saw no one.

Fifteen minutes later, they reached the villa.

After dismissing David, she promptly called Diego.

At the hospital, a nurse was packing Leonar
- was due to be discharged today.




Upon reaching his room, she discovered that someo
- already taken him.

A
Rhonda tried calling Leonard, but his phone was switched off.

At that moment, Amanda walked in. "Why are you her:
Someone already picked up your brother."

"Who took him?"

"A stunning woman. She claimed to be your friend.” Amanda

pondered, "I feel like I've seen her before. She looks somewhat
familiar."

Rhonda immediately thought of Diana. She found a picture of
Diana online and showed it to Amanda. "Is this the woman you
saw earlier?" '

"Yes, that's her.

Rhonda's heart dropped, wondering why Diana would take her
brother away.

She quickly dialed Diana's number. Diana admitted to VIsmn
Leonard but denied taking him away.




ntire afternoon searchir
cess in finding Leonard.

‘She shared her brother's picture on her Facebook pag
friends for help in locating him.

After seeing her post, Robert took leave from work and
Rhonda around to search for Leonard.

By midnight, there was still no news. They arrived at a gas

4

station on the outskirts of town, near the border between two
cities. :

Robert exited the car, showing a gas station employee
Leonard's photo and inquiring if he had seen the man in the
photo.

The employee hesitated before shaking his head, saying he had
never seen anyone like that.

Rhonda shuddered as her concern for Leonard turned into fear.
What should she do if something had happened to him?

Robert comforted her and guided her back to the car.
At that moment, Eliam finally returned Rhonda's call.
"Have you found your brother?"

"No." Rhonda sounded dejected.

| "I just finished work. Where are you now




ped sir
After more than twenty m
organizing the new project.

“ltold you | don't need you. I'll head back with Dr. Coyl
Before Eliam could respond, Rhonda ended the call.

"Was that your husband? He seems quite worried about
Robert said.

‘Really? | don't feel that way. Every time | need him most, |
never reach him." Eliam called her again. Rhonda instantly hun:
up.

He tried four or five more times, but Rhonda didn't answer his
calls. She blocked Eliam directly on her phone out of fear that
it would run out of battery.

‘Have you fallen in love with him?" asked Robert, a tinge of
jealousy in his voice.

"Why would you ask that?"

A girl wouldn't get so upset with someone she doesn't care
about. You ignored his calls just now and even blocked him. It
seems like you're getting back at him for not answering your
calls earlier. You're mad at him, aren't you?"

"No, I'm not." Rhonda stubbornly denied it.




e
‘the car Leonard got into had headed in this
- appeared they had left the city.

Eliam approached the gas station staff and askec
Leonard.

The staff shook his head once more.

Rhonda believed Eliam was wasting time.

Seeing this, Eliam pulled out a stack of bills and handed it to

the man.

To Rhonda's astonishment, the man suddenly admitted to
seeing Leonard. He provided a license plate number and
described the driver's appearance and traits.

Rhonda was thrilled and prepared to call the police.

Eliam stopped her, explaining that contacting the police would
be futile in this situation. If they continued driving, they would
cross into another jurisdiction, resulting in a lengthy

He was afraid that Leonard might not have that much time.

As a result, he asked Robert to take Rhonda back,
pursued the car himself.

|

bureaucratic process before the police could offer assistance.




Eliam searched the house but found no one.

He grabbed a rock from the ground and hurled it at the wir

At last, they opened the door and carried Leonard out.

It was then that Robert showed up.

He examined Leonard and determined that he had been
drugged with a sedative but was not in any immediate danger.




