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Eugene shook his head exasperatedly. North had already been jealous when 
he saw his mother having so much fun with another young boy, so he was 
naturally crankier when his mom came over to ask him if he enjoyed drawing. 
When Eugene noticed how confused Olivia seemed, he leaned closer and 
whispered in her ear: “North’s jealous.” 

Olivia was confused. Jealous? Who’s he jealous of? Then, she came to a 
sudden realization. “Does he think that I’ll stop liking him because I like that 
other kid?” Eugene gave her a look as if to say, ‘Duh.’ 

She didn’t know whether to laugh or cry at that point. I didn’t even say 
anything. I just really liked the boy’s drawing, that’s all! Is this necessary? 
“Wait for me, darling!” She called for North. 

Although North didn’t turn around, his footsteps clearly slowed down a little. 
This made Olivia feel better, and she quickly chased after him before holding 
his small hand. “What is it?” 

“Nothing much!” North pretended as if everything was fine. “Then why do I feel 
like you seem rather unhappy?” she asked. 

“I’m not.” 

“I just thought that the young boy’s drawing was really nice, but that doesn’t 
mean anything else. Everyone’s special in their own way, and we shouldn’t 
allow our jealousy to stop us from recognizing other people’s talent! We all 
have our own strengths, just like how you’re so great with numbers, and how 
I’m talented at designing outfits. Other people recognize our skills as well!” 
she uttered. 

North’s tiny lips finally curled into a smile as he lowered his head and 
chuckled. “My mommy’s also a genius doctor, and she’s good at racing. She’s 
even talented in acting…” 

Olivia beamed. “We don’t have to announce that to the world. It’s good 
enough for us to know about our own talents.” North looked up at her then. 
“Do you want me to learn drawing, Mommy?” 

“No. You can learn it if you want to, but you don’t have to do it if you don’t 
want to. Everyone has their own strengths that can allow them to shine, and 



you don’t have to be good at everything. You should allow some space for 
other people to flaunt their skills too, don’t you think? It’s just like how I’m 
terrible at cooking. You still survived under my care, didn’t you?” she 
chuckled. 

Eugene was right behind them, so he could hear their entire conversation. A 
fond smile spread across his face as he thought, I have to say that Olivia’s 
really good at teaching her son. 

It’s no wonder my son’s such a talented boy. He was just about to join in on 
their conversation when his phone began to ring. He pulled it out to see that it 
was a call from Alex. 

“Where are you guys? I’m on Promise Island now,” Alex said through the 
call. “That’s really quick!” Eugene laughed. “It’s not. My heart already flew 
over a few days ago, Alex replied. 

“You’re so cheesy,” Eugene commented. “Aren’t you the same?” Alex 
asked. “I’ll send you an address, and you can head over there now. We’re just 
walking around outside the place.” 

“Okay, Alex replied. After they ended the call, Eugene sent an address to 
Alex. Then, Olivia took a glance at Jewel. “Guess who just called, Jewel.” 

Jewel shook her head. She knew that Alex was visiting since he had told her 
through text the night before. However, she hadn’t replied to him. yet. For 
some reason, she had a feeling that Olivia and Eugene were trying to get her 
to date him. ‘Stop trying to matchmake him and me once we get home. I don’t 
like him at all. She typed into her phone. 

“Did you guys fight?” Olivia eyed her friend puzzledly. Jewel started to get 
impatient. ‘I’m not related to him at all-what’s there to fight about? I’m nice to 
him only because he’s your husband’s friend.’ 

“I know. It’s fine. We don’t expect you guys to do anything. You can like him if 
you want to, or you guys can just be friends otherwise,” Olivia stated. 

Jewel nodded. Although Eugene was walking in front the whole time, he could 
guess what the situation was like between Jewel and Alex. I bet Alex lost 
control of himself and got too aggressive with Jewel. That’s why she’s so 
disgusted by him. 
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Alex probably thought that she’s still the old Jean. Well, Jewel will definitely 
teach him a thing or two. The few of them took a long stroll home while they 
enjoyed the view around them. By the time they got back, Alex had already 
arrived, but he wasn’t alone-he had come with Hayden, Nicole, and Penny! 
This combination came as a surprise to Eugene.. 

Eugene hadn’t intended to reveal his mother to the Nolan Family so soon, 
especially since Lara and Edward hadn’t received their sentence. However, 
there was nothing he could do since they were already there. The whole 
group wore looks of disbelief as they stared at Ellen, who was standing in the 
middle of the hall. They didn’t know what to say at all. 

Even though Ellen looked a little older since the last time they had met ten 
years ago, they could still clearly recognize who she was, especially since 
Eugene was living in the same house as her. Alex was filled with regret the 
moment they bumped into each other. He realized that he shouldn’t have 
brought so many people along with him. Alternatively, Alex could’ve informed 
Eugene about his plans first. He hadn’t expected Eugene’s mother to be alive 
after so long! 

What were they going to do now? It would’ve been fine if it were only Alex and 
Hayden who had visited the house, but the issue was that Nicole and Penny 
had come along with them. Penny, in particular, was shocked to see Ellen. 

“Are you Ellen? Are you still alive?” Nicole regretted her actions as well. She 
had brought Penny over to annoy Olivia, but she hadn’t expected Eugene’s 
mother to still be alive. Nicole was worried that Eugene would be turned off by 
all of them. However, it was too late for them to change anything. No one had 
expected such a thing to happen. 

On the other hand, Ellen couldn’t properly recognize all of them. They had 
changed a lot throughout their teenage years, so she couldn’t tell who they 
were. She was caught in an awkward position where she didn’t know how to 
respond to her visitors when Eugene and the rest of them walked up to her. 
“It’s fine, Mom. Let’s take a seat first,” Eugene uttered. 

Alex wore a sorry look as he gazed at Eugene. He wanted to explain himself, 
but Eugene’s expression was dark. What was more, Eugene wasn’t looking at 
him at all. Alex let out a sigh in his heart. “You guys should take a seat since 
all of you are here,” Eugene uttered. 



Penny glared at Eugene with a furious look on her face. “Isn’t your mother well 
and alive, Eugene? Why would you claim that my mother sent someone to hit 
your mother?!” 

Eugene shot Penny an icy glare. “My mother’s only alive because she’s lucky. 
The fact that my mother is alive doesn’t cancel out the fact that your mother 
tried to kill her.” 

“But you sued my mother for hitting and killing your mother!” Penny screamed. 
“Do you know how different the sentence is for murdering someone in 
comparison to harming someone?!” 

Nicole immediately held Penny back. “Stop talking.” Nicole whispered. But 
Penny wrestled her way out of Nicole’s arms. “I want to talk! You’re providing 
fake evidence in court! This is perjury!” 

Eugene’s face was as cold as ice. “I want you to take a good look at the 
indictment when you get home. I filed a court case because your mother hired 
someone to murder others more than once. Do you think this is the only thing 
she did? Do you think there’s anything wrong with the other sentences? I have 
witnesses and physical evidence of the fact that your mother sent Isaac to hit 
my mother. Her main intention was to murder my mother. My mother didn’t 
die, but that doesn’t change your mother’s sentence for her wrongdoings!” he 
uttered in a stern voice. 

Tears began to stream down Penny’s face as she glared at Eugene. “How 
could you be so heartless? Your mother didn’t die, so why would you send my 
mother to jail? Why are you putting me through this? Why can’t we just spend 
time as a family like we used to? I’m begging you, Eugene…” 

Eugene replied in the same icy voice, “We will never be able to live together 
as a family again!” 
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“Why?” Penny glared at Olivia angrily. “It’s all because of her. If she didn’t 
show up, we would have still been the way we were in the past. Even though 
my mother always scolds me, and even though my father doesn’t have much 
of an opinion, they’re still doing fine. Now that they’re both in the detention 
center, my whole family is gone! It’s all her fault! All because of her…” She 
pointed at Olivia.. 



Olivia was speechless. She felt like she was attacked even though she didn’t 
do anything. Eugene knitted his brows together as he refuted Penny’s words. 
“As I said, this has got nothing to do with anyone else. Even if Olivia wasn’t 
here, I still wouldn’t be able to remain like a family with your mother. I’ll never 
forget what your mother tried to do to mine.” 

“Why did you only start targeting my mother now? It’s all because of her.” 
Penny was still pointing at Olivia. Eugene’s eyes were filled with a deadly 
hatred for the other woman. “Do you think I didn’t want to do it earlier? 

I was afraid that Grandpa wouldn’t be able to accept it if I, his grandson, killed 
his son. You should be glad that your mother’s still in the detention center. 
That only happened because Grandpa begged us to show some mercy to 
your parents. Otherwise, shel wouldn’t be there at all.” 

Upon hearing his words, Penny was too shocked to even cry. Her tears 
stayed at the corners of her eyes as she spoke. “What do you mean?” But 
Eugene couldn’t be bothered to explain things to her. “I can’t talk to you when 
you’re being so emotional. You shouldn’t blame others for any of this. Your 
mom deserves what she got! If you feel like there’s anything wrong, you can 
hire a lawyer to defend your mom. Now, I want you to get lost! he growled. 

Penny took one look at Eugene’s determined gaze before she turned and ran 
off. Nicole glanced at Eugene before she, too, chased after Penny. Alex, on 
the other hand, parted his lips to apologize. “I’m sorry, Eugene. It’s all my 
fault. I didn’t know about this whole situation, and I… I thought it’d just be the 
few of you on the island.” 

Eugene leaned against his chair lazily. He didn’t feel like talking for a while. 
Even though he knew that Alex hadn’t done it intentionally, he’d be lying if he 
said that he wasn’t angry. At the start, Eugene only got Alex to come over 
because he wanted to help with Alex’s love life. However, Eugene hadn’t 
expected Alex to bring Hayden, Nicole, and even Penny along with him! The 
more people there were, the more Eugene’s mother would be harassed by 
these individuals’ words. 

Furthermore, the incident might cause a delay in the court sentence as the 
police would have to reinvestigate the case. It might even change the final 
sentence. I guess I’m at fault too. Maybe I should have reminded Alex about 
this, Eugene thought. 



Olivia noticed how quiet Eugene was, and she decided that she wouldn’t allow 
the awkwardness to continue lingering in the air. Since things had already 
happened the way they did, there was no reason for them to continue holding 
a grudge against Alex. 

“It’s fine. They would’ve found out eventually. anyway. Eugene had no 
intention of keeping his mother here forever,” she uttered. Alex wore a look of 
utter remorse on his face. “I know, but I shouldn’t have done this at such a 
time. I’m worried that it might affect the final verdict of the case!” 

“Don’t worry too much about it. I don’t think it’ll have much of an impact. 
Eugene sued her for intentional homicide, so it shouldn’t affect anything.” 

Brian scoffed upon hearing their conversation. “As I said, we should’ve dealt 
with this on our own. Then, none of this would have happened!” 

Ellen shot Brian a glare. “How do you plan on dealing with things? Why do 
you sound just like your brother? You guys keep thinking of using violence to 
resolve everything. It has been so many years now. I’ve let go of all the things 
that I love and hate, and I’ve achieved a state of inner peace within me. I don’t 
care about the court’s sentence as that man is just a stranger to me. You guys 
shouldn’t allow yourselves to get too worked up about this. It’s the new year, 
and it’s not worth it for our moods to be ruined by some guy like him.” 

After Ellen finished speaking, Jewel suddenly tugged on Ellen’s arm before 
sticking her thumb out. “You agree, don’t you, Jewel?” Ellen beamed. Jewel 
responded with a nod. 

“You’re right, Mrs. Nolan. It’s true that we shouldn’t allow them to crush our 
high spirits,” Olivia uttered with a smile. 
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Olivia then reached her arm out to tug on Eugene’s arm when she saw that he 
still seemed rather down. ‘Stop putting on that glum look! This whole issue is 
dealt with now, and it’s so rare for you, Alex, and Hayden to get together. 
Shouldn’t you guys be partying hard tonight?” Olivia asked.. 

Eugene finally allowed himself to calm down a little upon hearing Olivia’s 
gentle tone. He held her hand without saying much. “It’s hard to get me 
drunk,” he muttered after a while. “I’ll train you from now on!” Olivia offered. 



“Sure. I’ll drink a little more each night,” Eugene replied. Olivia nodded in 
response. Alex wanted to explain himself a little more, but no matter how 
much he tried to explain himself, he wouldn’t be able to change whatever just 
happened, so he figured that he would just keep quiet. 

Hayden, on the other hand, kept his mouth shut the entire time. He wanted to 
go to Nicole, but he was worried that the others might think that he was 
straying away from the group. At the same time, he was concerned since it 
was getting dark outside. “It’s getting late, so I think. I should go out to look for 
them. You guys can start drinking first!’ He stood up as he spoke. 

“Once you find them, you should get them to stay in a hotel first. They can 
head home the next day, Alex suggested. Since he was the one who brought 
them over, it wouldn’t look good if anything happened to them. 

“Okay.” Hayden left after that. When Alex met Eugene’s gaze, he tried to 
explain himself again. “Hayden asked me out to ski one day before the new 
year, and I told him that I was going to meet you. He asked me where you 
were, and I told him you were at Promise Island. I asked him if he wanted to 
join, and he said no. 

But after that, he changed his mind for some reason, and the three of them-
Penny, Nicole, and Hayden-showed up at my front door the next morning. I 
didn’t think too much and just brought them over. I thought it’d serve as a 
surprise for you, but it seems like it was more of a shock.” Before Eugene 
could say anything else, Ellen spoke up first. “It’s fine. You’re Alex, right?” 

“Yeah. How are you doing, Mrs. Nolan?” Alex said. “I’m good. How’s your 
mother?” Ellen asked. “She’s doing fine too,” Alex replied. “You guys can sit 
around for a while, and I’ll prepare some food. You can enjoy your drinks later, 
Ellen uttered as she stood up. 

Jewel hurriedly got up before signing a few words to Ellen. ‘Let me help you.” 

Ellen told Jewel to take a seat, but Jewel shook her head stubbornly as she 
followed her over. Alex’s gaze had been following Jewel the whole time-he 
watched her every movement. Eugene glared at him angrily. “What are your 
looking at? Someone as dumb as you should stay single forever.” 

Alex held his hands up to signal defeat. “I got it, Eugene. I made a mistake, so 
I’ll stay alone for my whole life. Can you calm down now?” “That’s too little! 
You should be single in your next life as well!” Eugene cried. 



Alex stuck his bottom lip out. “That’s a little too harsh. Will you still be mad at 
me even if I’m single for this entire lifetime? Are you trying to ruin my next life 
as well?” 

“If you didn’t-” Eugene wanted to put the blame on Alex, but he was worried 
that Jewel would overhear him, so he kept his mouth shut and shot Alex a 
glare in the end. Olivia knew that they had reconciled by then. Even though 
Eugene was furious just now, what he valued more was his relationship with 
his friend. 

Although Eugene had forgiven Alex, Brian was still frustrated over the 
situation. Eugene shouldn’t have been part of this from the start. He cares too 
much about everything-he cares about Old Man Nolan, he cares about his 
wife and children, and now, he even cares about his good friends. If I got my 
hands on the person, I would have done it the old way-an eye for an eye. I 
wouldn’t have gone through the trouble of sending them to the detention 
center! 

North widened his eyes and tilted his head up to look at Brian. “Are you bad at 
drinking alcohol too?” Brian raised his hand to rub his knuckles against 
North’s head. “What do you know, huh?” North pushed Brian’s hand away 
before fixing his hair. “You messed my hair up,” he mumbled grumpily. 
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Brian let out a laugh. “You sure are a narcissist.” “Well, you’re worse at me in 
gaming, and you’re worse at me in chess, so with drinking…” Before North 
could finish his words, Brian pouted. “What is it? Do you think I’d be worse 
than you at drinking?” Brian uttered. 

North glared at the other boy speechlessly. “Why can’t you let me finish 
talking? I was going to say that you’d be worse than my mother. I’m a child, so 
I can’t drink. When I grow up, then I’ll be better than you!” 

Brian chuckled. “How old are you? How dare you start bragging at this 
age?” “How is this bragging? According to genetics, I believe my alcohol 
tolerance will be better than yours, North uttered. 

“Have you heard of this saying which claims that most nephews grow up to be 
like their uncles? According to genetics, there are higher chances that you 
end up like me!” Brian said. 



North froze for a moment before thinking about Brian’s words. “Well, when I 
grow up, you’ll be old, so I’ll still be better than you.” “The older you get, the 
better you are at drinking. Tolerance comes through training.” Brian 
stated. “Are you forcing me to start training now?” 

North asked. Brian laughed at his comment. “I think that’s a good idea. We 
can start tonight.” North immediately stood up and leaned against the couch 
before shouting in Ellen’s direction. “Grandma, Uncle Brian is telling me to 
start drinking alcohol at this age…” 

Brian was so shocked that he quickly clamped his palm over the boy’s mouth 
before dragging him away and threatening him fiercely. “Do you want me to 
beat you up, you little brat?” 

“Grandma, Uncle Brian is trying to hit me…” North cried again. Ellen shouted 
a stern warning from the kitchen. “Don’t you dare bully North, Brian! I’ll beat 
you up!” 

North was pleased, while Brian quickly explained himself. “I didn’t do anything. 
This brat is framing me.” He then turned to glare at North. All you do is tell on 
me. Can’t you do anything else?” 

North spoke like a wise old man. “It’s not about. how many tactics you have, 
but how well they work.” Brian figured that North’s words were true-Ellen was 
clearly biased toward North and would even beat Brian up for the sake of the 
younger boy. Brian felt like he had been tricked by the young boy a few 
times. “How do you feel about not getting to meet Dora today? Brian 
intentionally attacked North’s sensitive spot. 

“I feel the same as you felt earlier, but I will be able to find her once I’m all 
grown up!” North narrowed his eyes as he thought about the girl longingly. 
Brian froze for a moment. All of a sudden, Brian realized how the young boy 
might have been using this method to cheer him up. all along. Now, I don’t 
feel the same urge to kill someone as I did earlier. 

Even though my nephew is always annoying me and talking back to me, I’m 
sure that I stand third place in his heart if his parents take the first and second 
spot. But North is like his mother-he can be rather arrogant sometimes. He 
doesn’t seem to reveal his true feelings at all. 

Brian lowered his head to let out a chuckle. Blood ties sure are miraculous. 
Even though we’re always arguing, I still like him a lot. Meanwhile, Olivia and 



Eugene, who sat a distance away, had already noticed how North was trying 
to distract Brian from the earlier incident. In other words, North had been 
trying to cheer Brian up. Alex, on the other hand, didn’t seem to realize 
anything. He simply thought that the young boy was as sneaky as Olivia. 

On the other hand, Nicole had soon caught up with Penny. They couldn’t 
return home at that point, so they had no choice but to stay there for the night. 
Nicole dragged Penny, who was sobbing badly, over to one of the hotels on 
Promise Island. 

Earlier, Nicole personally felt like it was a bad idea to bring Penny over, but 
none of them had expected Ellen to be alive. Since they had gotten to that 
point, Nicole figured that she would just go on with her initial plan. 

 


