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Bythatpoint,thoughEndoandIzumihadbeenpreparedtodie,theycouldn’thelpbutbreathe

vigorouslyasbeadsofcoldsweatdrenchedtheirforeheadswhentheyrealizedthattheywerejust

inchesawayfromdeath.

Regardless,afterTakuyarantowardGerald,hecouldn’thelpbutbreatheasighofreliefwhenhesaw

thatthetwowerestillalive.Afterpantingforabit,Takuyaeventuallyclearedhisthroatbeforesaying,

“They…canstillbeofusetous,Mr.Crawford…Let’skeepthemalivefornow…”

Noddinginresponse,Geraldthenclosedhiseyesforawhile…andsoonafter,hisimmensemurderous

intentquicklydissipated.Nowthathewascalm,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“Fairenough.However…

howdidyouevenfindoutaboutallthis…?”

“Withhowloudyouallwere,howcouldn’tIhavefoundout?Eitherway,thesecondIfoundoutwhat

washappening,Iimmediatelyrushedovertolook!”repliedTakuyaashepattedhischestwhileshaking

hishead,abittersmileonhisface…

“…Iapologizeforthat,”saidGeraldinasheepishtoneashescratchedthebackofhishead.

“Nomatter…Eitherway,sincetheyhadtheballstocausesucharuckusatmymanor,Iswearonmylife

thatI’mgettinginformationoutofthem!Wewon’tletyoudiethateasily!”growledTakuyaashe

pointedattheduowhowerestillontheground.

“I’vealreadytriedinterrogatingthem,butthey’retoughnutstocrack,”repliedGeraldasheshookhis

head.

“Oh,don’tyouworry.I’vemetmyfairshareofstubbornpeople,soIknowhowtomakethemtalk.Ican

guaranteeyouthatwithmytactics,they’llbegivingushonestanswersbeforedawn!”declaredTakuya

ashegesturedforhismenwhohadearlierfollowedhimovertocarryEndoandIzumiup.

“Nowthat’swhatIliketohear,”repliedGeraldwithasmile.



Noddinginresponse,Takuyacouldn’thelpbutfrownwhenhesawallthebloodontheground.Shaking

hishead,hethenturnedtolookathismenbeforeordering,“Bringthemtothemanor’sclinicandkeep

themalive!”

Withthat,EndoandIzumiwerepromptlybroughtawayHowever,sinceEndowasstillbleedingrather

badly,hisbloodendedupdrippingallthewaytotheclinic…

Nowthatthatwasdealtwith,TakuyaturnedtofaceGeraldbeforesaying,“…There’ssomethingI’dlike

totalktoyouabout…”

“Whatacoincidence.Ihavesomethingtodiscussaswell,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

RealizingthatFujikowasstillstandingfrozeninplace,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutadd,“MissFutaba?The

danger’sover…”

“…H-huh?O-oh!Yeah,itis…T-thankyou…”mutteredFujikoaftersnappingoutofit.AsGeraldandher

fatherwalkedoff,however,shecouldn’thelpbutgiveGeraldacuriousgaze…

Regardless,afterenteringthemainhallwithGeraldandFujiko,Takuyamadesuretoproperlylockthe

doorsupbeforebrewingapotoftea…Followingthat,TakuyahandedGeraldacigaretteandevenlitit

forhim.Afterall,heknewthatitwasthankstoGerald’seffortsandVigilancetodaythatheandFujiko

wereabletoliveanotherday…

Withthatinmind,TakuyaeventuallybowedtowardGeraldbeforesaying,“Itrulyappreciateyourhelp

today,Mr.Crawford…Withsomanyconsecutiveincidentshappening,Ireallydon’tknowhowtothank

youforeverytimeyou’vehelped!”

“There’snoneedtobesocordial,patriarch…Honestly,Ihaveafeelingthatthesetwocameforme

today,”repliedGeraldasheimmediatelyhelpedTakuyaup.



“…Comeagain?Didyouoffendsomebigshothere?”askedTakuya,understandablystunned.

“Ican’tsayforsureeither…MyguessisthatthosemenareeitherfromtheKanagawafamily,orthey’re

Hanyus.WhilemymoneyisontheHanyus,Ican’texactlyruleoutthattheremaybeotherpeoplewho

wantmedead…”repliedGeraldashepuffedonhiscigarette…
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AfterhearingGerald’sreply,Takuyawasmomentarilyatalossforwords.Afterall,hehadn’tconsidered

thefactthatGeraldwastherealtargethere.Asheponderedaboutit,Takuyacouldn’thelpbutmutter,

“Theycameforyou,yousaid…”

“It’sonlyaguess,tobequitehonest,”repliedGeraldasheshookhishead.Afterall,sinceherarelyever

cametoJapan,hehadalmostnodisputeswiththeforcesandfamilieshere.Hewasonlyassumingthat

theduowereafterhimsincehewastheirfirsttargetuponmakingthemselvesknown.

“…Well,eveniftheywereafteryourhead,there’snoneedtoworryanylongersincethosetwo

scoundrelsarealreadylockedup.Restassured,I’lldefinitelyobtainmoreinformationfromthemby

dawn!Also,incaseyou’reworriedaboutaffectingmyfamilysinceyou’rebeingtargeted,don’tbe.The

Futabasoweyouandwe’llalwaysbebyyourside!Whileit’struethatmyfamilyisn’tasgreatasitused

tobe,knowthatnobodycanfreelytakeadvantageofpeopleIsweartoprotect!”declaredTakuyaashe

clenchedhisfists.

Hearingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsmileashecuppedhishandstogethertopayTakuyarespect

beforesaying,“Ireallyappreciatethat,patriarch…Asfortheinterrogationtonight,I’llbethankingyou

inadvance!”

ItwasaroundthenthatGeraldrealizedthatafterhelpingtheFutabassomuch,hehadcompletely

earnedthatfamily’strust.Withthatinmind,hefeltthatoncethespecialforcescompetitionbeganor

possiblywhenitended,dependingonhowthingswentitwashightimeheaskedaboutYearningIsland.

Hopefully,Takuyawouldnolongerseeanyreasontohideanythingfromhim…



Whateverthecasewas,afterfinishinghiscupoftea,Takuyagottohisfeetbeforesaying,“Alright,

then…YouandFujikoshouldgogetsomerestfirst.I’llbeheadingovertopayourtwo‘guests’avisit…”

Withthat,Takuyalefttheroom,leavingGeraldwhopromptlyputhiscigaretteoutandFujikoinside…

ThoughGeraldstayedthereforthefollowinghalfhourtoenjoyhistea,Fujiko,ontheotherhand,

remainedintheroomtostareadmiringlyatGerald,herhandscuppinghercheekstheentiretime…

DuetoherevergrowingfeelingsforGerald,Fujikocouldn’thelpbutsay,“…Icouldsensehowstrong

thosetwowere…Tothinkyou’dbeabletotakethemoutsoeasily…”

“StrengthisallIhave.Idon’treallyhaveanyothercapabilities.Besides,I’mnotthatstrong,”replied

Geraldwithasmile.

Honestly,hehadn’texpectedtoexposethatmuchofhisstrengthearliersinceFujikowasthere.

However,hadhenotdoneso,hewouldn’thavebeenabletotakethosetwomenoutinsuchashort

amountoftime.That,toGerald,would’vebeenmoreworryingsincetroublecould’veeasilybrewedin

themanorhadhenottakenthemoutquickly.Afterall,who’stosaythatthereweren’tanyother

KanagawasorHanyuassassinswaitingforachancetostrikethemanorwhileGeraldwaspreoccupied

withEndoandIzumi?Ifthathadbeenthecase,thenthingswould’vebecomeexceedinglydifficultfor

Geraldtoresolve.Allthisexplainedwhyheusedsomuchofhisstrengthinthefirstplace…

Regardless,uponhearingthat,Fujikocouldn’thelpbutraiseaslightbrowassheasked,“…Reallynow?”

“DoIhaveareasontolie?Besides,ifyou’rethinkinglcouldsecretlyberich,agoodlookatmyattireis

enoughtodebunkthat!”repliedGeraldashegottohisfeetandslowlytwirledaround,justtoprovehis

point.

Fujiko,forone,knewherfamousbrandssinceshewasarichyoungladyfromaprestigiousfamily,so

shehadtoagreewiththat.



“…Whileit’struethatyoucertainlydon’tlooklikeone,youcandefinitelyliveamuchbetterlifewith

howstrongyouare…Honestly,ifyouapplytobecomeapersonalbodyguard,youcouldearnovera

milliondollarsperyear…”mutteredFujikoasshebrushedsomedustoffhisclothes.

“Lifeasapersonalbodyguardiswaytoorestrictiveforme.It’salsoatadtoodangerousformytaste.

Honestly,thewayI’mlivingnowisgoodenough,”repliedGeraldwithasmile.

“…I-Iknow,right…?”mutteredFujikoassheblushedslightly,thinkingthatGeraldwashintingthathe

enjoyedspendinghistimewithher.

Realizingthat,Geraldwhodidn’twanttospeakanyfurtherforfearthatitwouldcreatemore

misunderstandingsthenclearedhisthroatbeforesaying,“…Anyway,it’sgettingquitelate,soyou

shouldgogetsomerest.Hopefully,yourfatherwillhaveobtainedsomevaluableinformationfrom

thosetwomenbymorning…”
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Stillblushingslightly,Fujikothennoddedasshereplied,“…R-right,right…Youheadtobedearlytoo

then…”

Thoughthenighthadbeenadangerousone,shecouldn’thelpbutfeelpleasedafterhearingwhat

Geraldhadsaid.Regardless,shewasthenpromptlyaccompaniedbacktoherroom’sentrancebefore

shefinallypartedwayswithGerald…

Geraldhimselfremovedhiscoatandpouredhimselfaglassofcoldwaterthesecondhereturnedtohis

room.Oncehewasseatedonachair,hebeganthinkingaboutthetwoassassins.

SincehistriptoJapanhadbeenhighlyconfidential,hedoubtedthattheyhadbeensentbyhisold

enemies.However,thosetwowereabletoaddresshimbyname.Withthatinmind,whoeveritwas

whohadsentthem,theyhaddefinitelydonetheirhomeworkbeforesettingtheassassinationplaninto

motion…



‘Butwhocoulditbe…?’Geraldthoughttohimselfashepuffedonhiscigarette.

Afterthinkingaboutitforawhile,GeraldmanagedtocomeupwithafewindividualswholivedinJapan

whopossiblyhadoldgrudgesagainsthim.Evenso,nomatterhowmuchhestretchedit,allofthem

didn’treallyseemtohavetheballstoconfronthim.Besides,it’snotliketheywouldevenknowthathe

hadcometoJapan.

Withthatinmind,theassassinsmust’vebeensentbyindividualswhomhehadoffendedinhismost

recenttriphere…Fromwhathecouldgather,thatincludedthespecialforcessoldiersfromYanam,the

Kanagawas,andtheHanyus…

ThoughheincludedthesoldiersfromYanamintotheequation,theywerethemostimprobableofthe

bunch.Afterall,noneofthemhadmanagedtofindanyevidencethathewastheoneresponsiblefor

Adler’sdisappearance.Besides,hewasprettysurethattheYanammilitaryhadalreadybeenscaredout

oftheirwitsbyhim.

Gerald,forone,believedthatCarterwhohadactedsocowardlybeforehimbackthenwouldn’tdareto

sendassassinsafterhim,unless,ofcourse,thatmandidn’twishtobetheactingleaderofthemilitary

anymore…

Regardless,thatboileddownthelisttotheKanagawasandtheHanyus.ThoughGerald’smoneywason

theKanagawas…

Shakinghishead,Geralddecidednottothinkaboutitforthemoment.Afterall,hebelievedinTakuya’s

interrogationskills,soallheneededtodonowwastowaittillmorningtofinallyfindoutwhohadsent

thosetwoassassins.Withhismindmadeup,hethentookacoldbathbeforehittingthehay…

Whenhegotupatdawn,Geraldquicklypreparedhimselfforthedaybeforeheadingouttoseehow

Takuya’sinterrogationhadgone.Uponopeningthedoor,however,Geraldwasstartledtoseetwo

Futabaguardsstandingguardrightoutsidehisroom.



“…Whatexactlyisthemeaningofthis…?”askedGeraldashescratchedhischeek.

“Ah,goodmorning,Mr.Crawford…Well,sincethosetwomenattemptedtoassassinateyouyesterday,

thepatriarchorderedustoguardoveryourroom.Withthatinmind,youdon’thavetoworryaboutany

sneakattacks!”repliedoneofthemen.

Fromhowtiredtheybothlooked,itwasobviousthattheyhadbeenstandingthereforthelongesttime.

Withthatinmind,Geraldsimplywavedhishandbeforesaying,“There’snoneedtoguardoverme.Now

hurryoffandgetsomerest.”

Thoughhedidn’tsayit,Geraldhadafeelingthatifhereliedonthesetwotoprotecthim,hecould’ve

easilybeenkilledovertentimesbeforetheynoticedathing!

Eitherway,uponhearingthat,theothermanyawnedashereplied,“Unfortunately,wecan’tjust

disobeythepatriarch’sorders!”

Understandingthattheycould’vegottenagoodnight’sresthaditnotbeenforTakuya’sorders,Gerald

simplyshookhisheadwhilesaying,“Look,justgo.Ifthepatriarchgetsangryaboutyouleaving,justtell

himthatIwastheonewhotoldyoutoleave.”

SinceGeraldbelievedthatthesetwowouldn’tbeabletoprotecthimanyway,thefactthattheywere

wastingalltheirenergyheremadehimfeelslightlybadforthem.

Regardless,uponhearingthat,theduoimmediatelybowedwhiledeclaring,“T-thankyou,Mr.

Crawford!”

Followingthat,theyswiftlyleftfortheirbedrooms…

Chapter2104



Watchingastheduowalkedoff,Geraldthenstretchedbeforetakinginadeepbreathoffreshair…

Ashortwhilelater,GeraldbeganmakinghiswaytoTakuya’sroom.Onhiswaythere,however,he

bumpedintooneofTakuya’smosttrustedsubordinates.Seeingthat,hefiguredthathemayaswellask

ifTakuyawasinhisroombeforeactuallygettingthere.UponbeingtoldthatTakuyawasstill

interrogatingtheduofromthenightbefore,Geraldaskedfortheinterrogationroom’slocationbefore

promptlywalkingoff…

Makinghiswaytothebackofthemanor,Geraldeventuallycameacrossastoneentrancethatledtoan

areathatwasclearlyconstructeddifferentlyfromtherestofthemainbuilding.

WhilethefrontpartofthemanorincludingthevillasthereaswellastheFutaba’smagnificentgarden

lookedabsolutelylavish,anythingpastthestoneentrancehonestlylookeddesolate.Withsomeofthe

weedsheregrowingastallashumansandafeweasilymissedsinglestoryhousesfurtherback,itfelt

likenobodyhadlivedinoreventakencareoftheareaforoveradecade…

Regardless,whilewalkingalongabeatenpath,GeraldsooncameacrossthreeoftheFutabafamily’s

subordinateswhoimmediatelygreeted,“Mr.Crawford!”

Peekingpastthem,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“Isthepatriarchinoneofthosehouses?”

“Indeed!He’sbeeninterrogatingthetwoassassinsthroughoutthenight…Regardless,haveyoueaten,

Mr.Crawford?Wewerejustabouttogetsomebreakfastforthepatriarch!”saidoneoftheguards.

“Isee.Getsomeforme,then,”repliedGeraldwithanodbeforewalkingpastthem…

Afterwalkingamongthetallgrassforawhile,Geraldsoonheardmuffledscreamscomingfromoneof

thehouses.Easilyfiguringoutwherethenoiseswerecomingfrom,Geraldthenenteredthehouse

beforesaying,“Patriarch?”



“Hmm?Whatareyoudoinghere,Mr.Crawford?”askedTakuyawhohadbeensittingbeforeatable

withacigaretteinhandasheimmediatelygottohisfeet.

“Ijustwantedtoseehowtheinterrogationwasprogressing,”repliedGeraldwhohadnoticedacupof

teaonTakuya’stableashetookaseatbeforelookingaround…

ThoughTakuyahadsaidthathewasdoinganinterrogation,theentireplacehonestlylookedmorelike

anexecutionroom…Thefactthattherewereinstrumentsoftortureeverywhereandthetwobloodied

assassinshadbeentiedtoacrossonlyservedtofurthercontributetothatstatement…

Frowningslightly,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutask,“…Aren’tyouafraidthatyou’llendupkillingthem…?”

“Oh,I’vetakenprecautionarymeasures.Aftercuringthematmycliniclastnight,myfamily’sdoctorhas

beencheckingtheirvitalsignseveryhalfanhour.I’vebeenintensifyingandreducingthetorture

accordingtowhatthedoctorreportedtomethroughoutthenight.

Don’tworry,I’mnotlettingthemdieuntiltheytellusthecrucialdetails,”repliedTakuyawithafaint

smilewhilegesturingatamiddleagedmanwhowaswearingawhitecoat.

Figuringthatthatwasthedoctor,Geraldchosetonotsayanythingelse.Abriefsilencelater,Takuyaslid

apieceofpaperbeforeGerald…

Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldbeganreadingthroughitandquicklyrealizedthatitcontainedalogofall

thattheassassinshadsaidthatnight.However,asitturnedout,theyhadonlyrevealedhowtheyhad

managedtosneakintothemanoraswellashowlongtheyhadwaitedbeforestriking.Inotherwords,

noneoftheextractedinformationwasuseful.

Withthatinmind,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfrownasheasked,“…Isthisall?”
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“Unfortunately,thesetwoaremorestubbornthanIhadinitiallyanticipated.Sincethey’vebeen

unwillingtoprovideanyusefulinformationuptillthispoint,I’llbeusingmorediretacticsfromnowon.

Eveniftheydoendupdying,I’llmakesuretheydieextremelyslowly!”growledTakuyaashegrittedhis

teeth.

Undernormalcircumstances,anyoneheinterrogatedwouldbreakdowninjustafewhours.Thesetwo,

however,hadkepttheirlipssealedtight,eventhoughhehadinterrogatedthemthroughoutthenight

andhadexhaustedmostofhistorturedevices!Hesimplycouldn’tbelieveit!Still,Takuyawasn’t

discouraged.

Afterall,hehadn’tusedhiscruelesttacticsyet.Onceheusedthose,hewassurethattheywouldfinally

talk.

Turningtolookattheduo,Geraldsimplyscoffed,“Justtellusthedetailsalreadyoryou’llsurelydie

extremelypainfully!”

“Dreamon!You’llnevergetanythingfromussojustkillusalready!”snappedEndoashegrittedhis

teeth.Whileitwastruethathiswoundshadbeenallstitchedup,ithadbeendonecrudelywiththe

intentofonlyallowinghimtoremainbarelyalive.Afteranentirenightofgettingtortured,thestitches

hadlongbeentornopenagain,causingEndo’sskintoinflameandbeexposedtoinfection…

“There’snousepityingthem,Mr.Crawford.Eitherway,IbelievethatI’mclosetocrackingbothofthem.

Afterall,nobodyonthisplanetistrulyunafraidofdeath.Withthatinmind,Ijusthavetoresorttomore

brutalpsychologicaltacticstomakethemspeak!”scowledTakuyaasheslammedhisfistontothetable.

“Hah!We’llseeaboutthat!”scoffedEndoashespathisbloodatTakuya.

“…Givethemtheharshesttreatmentyoucanthinkof.Irefusetobelievethatwecan’tgetthemto

speakbytheendoftheday!”orderedTakuyaashewalkeduptoEndobeforeglaringathim.

“Worrynot,patriarch!We’lluseeverythingwe’vegottomakethemspeak!”repliedTakuya’smenas



theynodded.

“Wellsaid.Nowthen,let’sleavefornow,Mr.CrawfordI’malittletiredafterinterrogatingthemthe

entirenight.Speakingofwhich,I’veorderedmysubordinatestopreparebreakfastforus,solet’sgetto

thatfirst,”saidTakuyaasheturnedtolookatGeraldbeforestartingtoleavetheinterrogationroom…

Naturally,Geraldfollowedhim,andsoonenough,theyfoundthemselveswalkingintothefrontpartof

themanoragain.Astheywalkedon,Takuyalitacigaretteandbegansmokingonit.

Afterawhile,hewaspromptedtosay,“Youknow,Ineverexpectedthosetwotobesostubborn.To

thinkthatI’dfailtogetanyrelevantinformationfromthemaftertorturingthemforanentirenight!Still,

Ihaveaprettygoodhunchthatthey’rebothHanyus.Afterall,that’stheonlyfamilywhoevendaresto

goagainsttheFutabasintheentiretyofJapan!Besides,youalreadystatedthattheywereabittoo

strongtobeordinaryassassins.Still,Ican’thelpbutwonderwhytheywentafteryouinsteadofmy

daughter…?”

‘Indeed…HadtheHanyuscomeforFujiko,theycould’vejustattackedherstraightoffthebat.What

more,asidefromthefactthattheyclearlywentafterme,theyevencalledoutmyname,whichseals

thedealthatIwastheirtargettheentiretime,”repliedGeraldashecontinuedponderingthetopic.

“Soitwouldseem.Butwhyonearthwouldtheysuddenlywishtogoafteryou…?Coulditbethat

they’velearnedthatyouweretheonewhohadsavedFujikothatday?Evenso,asmuchasIhatetosay

it,knowingthatshouldn’thavecausedthemtotargetyouinsteadofmydaughter…”mutteredTakuya

withafrown.

“…Coulditbethatthey’renotactuallyHanyus…?”askedGerald.

“Withhowstrongthosetwoare?They’remostprobablyHanyus.Afterall,therearen’tanyother

familiesorforcesinJapanwhowouldtrainsuchcompetentassassins.Andagain,nobodywoulddareto

messwiththeFutabasotherthanthem.Thenagain,itmayjustbeabiasedassumption.Perhapsallthis

goesdeeper…”repliedTakuyawithashrug,stillslightlybummedoutthathehadn’tmanagedtocrack

thecodeafteranentirenightofinterrogating…



Chapter2106

Shortlyafter,theyarrivedatthediningroom.Bythatpoint,Tanaka’smenhadalreadyreturnedwith

breakfast,soafterthetwosatatoppositeendsofthediningtable,bothofthembeganhavingtheir

meals.Naturally,theycontinueddiscussingthematterinbetweenbites…

WhilethingshadcalmeddownalittleattheFutabamanor,theHanyuswereincompletedisarray.

Ryugu,forone,hadbeenseatedonhiswoodenchairinhisroomtheentirenight,constantlystaringat

hiscellphonewithhisfistclenched.

ThefinalmessagehehadreceivedfromEndowasfromlastnight,statingthatheandIzumihad

successfullymanagedtosneakintothemanorandlocateGerald.ThoughRyuguhadexpectedthemto

updatehimontheirsituationrightbeforetheymadetheirmove,themessagenevercame.

Nowthattenhourshadpassedsincetheirlastmessage,Ryuguwasunderstandablygettingmoreand

moreworried.Evenso,herefusedtobelievethatthetwocapableteamleadershadfailed.Afterall,he

ofallpeople,knewhowstrongtheywere,especiallywhentheypairedup.Iftheywereabletosecretly

assassinatetheleaderofaterroristorganization,finishingoff

Geraldshouldnaturallybeapieceofcakeforthem!Hell,justsendingoneofthemshould’vesufficed!

However,Ryuguwantedeverythingtobeperfect,sohehadsentbothofthemtogether.

Still,nowthatsomuchtimehadpassedwithoutanynewsfromthem,Ryugucouldn’thelpbutfearthe

worst.Atthismoment,hewould’veverymuchpreferredreceivingamessagefromthem,statingthat

theyhadfailed,ratherthancontinuegoingthroughthisagonizingwait…

Atthatmoment,hisdoorsuddenlyburstopen,promptingRyugutoleapfromhisseatandyell,“Any

newsfromthem?!”

“…U-unfortunatelynot,teamleader…”repliedKanagawaTakeshi,oneoftheotherteamleaders.



Frowningslightly,Ryuguthengrippedhisphonetightlywhilemuttering,“…It’simpossible…Isn’tthere

anywaytofindoutwhat’shappenedtothem?”

“TrustmewhenIsaywe’vebeendoingourbest,teamleader…Regardless,accordingtoourmen

keepinganeyeonthemanor,nobody’senteredtheFutabaresidenceeversinceEndoandIzumiwentin.

Asfortheonlypersonwhohadleftthroughoutthepasttenhours,hehadapparentlyonlygoneoutto

getbreakfast,andreturnedshortlyafter…Ifyou’rewonderingwhywehaven’tdoneanyinternal

investigations,we’resimplyworriedthatwemayunnecessarilyincreaseourchancesofbeingfoundout

bytheFutabas…”repliedTakeshiinaresignedtone.

ThoughTakeshireallywantedtoenterandfindoutwhathadhappenedtoEndoandIzumiaswell,his

betterjudgmentmadehimrefrainfromdoingso.Afterall,iftheduohadgottenintotrouble,thenthere

wasahighchancethathe’dgetcaughtaswell.Shouldthathappen,theneverythingwouldsurelybegin

tocrumble.

…

UnderstandingwhereTakeshiwascomingfrom,Ryuguthenaskedinresignation,“…Well,thendidany

ofthemenhearanypeculiarsoundsafterEndoandIzumigotin…?”

“Notatall.Afterall,youtoldustokeepaneyeoutontheentrance.SinceIzumiandEndoenteredfrom

theside,weweren’tevenawarewhentheyhadmadetheirmove.Withthatinmind,itwasprettymuch

improbableforustohaveheardanything…”repliedTakeshiasheshookhishead.

“Godf*ckingd*mnit…!Howthehelldidtwoofourfamily’sbestassassinsjustvanishintothinairafter

attemptingtoassassinateGerald?!Eveniftheygotfoundoutorhadtodealwiththefightersofthe

Futabafamily,theyshould’vereportedbackbynow!”roaredRyuguwhowasnowsoinfuriatedthathis

entirebodywastrembling.Unabletoholdbackhisrage,hethentossedhisphonetothefloorwithso

muchforcethatthephonesmashedintoamillionpieces…!

Seeingthat,theshockedTakeshiimmediatelytookafewstepsbackbeforeloweringhishead,not

daringtosayaword…



Afterbreathingheavilyforashortwhile,theenragedRyugucouldn’thelpbutlaughcoldlybefore

sneering,“How…Howabsolutelyweird…Howthehellhadsuchmightyassassinsjustdisappearedupon

enteringtheFutabamanor…?!”
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OnceRyugucalmeddownabit,Takeshigulpedbeforereplying,“…Do…youthinktheFutabashave

otherpowerfulmen…?”

“…Negative.Eveniftherewerepowerfulpeoplewithintheirfamily,ourtwoassassinsshould’vestill

beenabletoreportback.Besides,we’vealreadydoneathoroughbackgroundcheckontheirfamily

beforeweattemptedtoassassinateFujiko.Withthatinmind,weknowthatthereareonlyafewtrained

fightersintheirfamily,thoughnoneofthemshouldbeabletohandleEndoandIzumi,”saidRyuguashe

shookhishead.

Thoughhesaidthat,heknewthattherewasahighpossibilitythatthetwowerealreadydead.However,

thatposedaquestion.WherethehellhadtheFutabassuddenlyfoundsuchpowerfulmen?Nomatter

howmuchRyugurackedhisbrain,hesimplycouldn’tfigureitout.

“Indeed…Howtrulyodd…WithhowstrongEndoandIzumiare,thismissionshould’vebeenacinchfor

them.Iwonderifthereareanyunderlyingissuesinvolved…”mutteredTakeshi.

“Ican’tsayforsure,butwhateverthecaseis,wecan’tslackoffforevenasecond!Ican’tjustallowtwo

ofourfamily’stopassassinstodisappearoffthegridlikethis!Withthatsaid,we’reforcedtoheadto

theirmanortoinvestigate!EvenifEndoandIzumiaretrulydead,Ihavetoseetheircorpsestobelieve

it!”declaredRyuguaftertakinginadeepbreath.

ThenowtremblingRyuguhadhonestlybeenkeepingEndoandIzumi’slackofresponseasecretfrom

mostoftheotherHanyus.Afterall,EndoandIzumiweretwoofthebiggestpowerhouseswithinthe

family,andifthepatriarchfoundoutthatsomethinghadpossiblyhappenedtothem,therewould

surelybehelltopay.Itcertainlydidn’thelpthatitwouldbeextremelydifficulttotrainmoreoftheir

mentogettotheduo’slevel…



Whateverthecasewas,Takeshithenasked,“So…Shouldwestillkeepaneyeontheirentrance…?”

“…Inthemeantime,yes.I’llbesendingoveranothersmallteamtotakeoverthattaskinabit.Once

theyarrive,tryyourbesttolocateEndoandIzumi.Ifyoumanagetorescuethem,I’llallowyoutobethe

assistantteamleaderofthemainassassinationteam!”repliedRyuguafterabriefpause.

“G-gotit!”exclaimedTakeshiasheimmediatelysmiled.

“Good.Nowleave.Iwishtobeleftalone…!”grumbledRyuguashesatonhischairagainwhilelooking

blanklyattheceiling…

MovingbacktoGerald,afterhavinghisbreakfast,hewentlookingforFujiko.Onceheenteredherroom

andtheygreetedeachothergoodmorning,Fujikotookthechancetosay,“Youknow,themilitaryjust

notifiedmethatthespecialforcescompetitionisaweekaway.Withthatinmind,theywishformeto

headthere.”

“Iagreewiththemthere.Sevendaysisn’tallthatlong,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

“Indeed…Still,Ican’thelpbutworrythatifweleavethemansion,moreassassinswilltrycomingafter

yourhead…Ireallydon’twishtoburdenyouanymorethanIshould…Callitagutfeeling,butIbelieve

thattheKanagawasandtheHanyuswillcomeafteryouatthesametime…”mutteredFujikoasshe

grabbedontothehemofherclothes.

“Don’tworryaboutme.Regardless,I’llbesuretoprotectyou,”repliedGeraldinacasualtone.

UnderstandingthatGeraldwastryingtoavoidtalkingaboutherburdeninghim,Fujikothensaid,“I

knowyouwill,butI-”



“So,whenareweheadingover?”interruptedGerald.

“…Accordingtothemilitarynotice,we’llhavetobetherebythisafternoontoregisterourselves…Once

we’vedonethat,they’lltellusmoreabouttheeventaswellaswhenthecompetitionwillbeheld…Also,

wewon’tbeallowedtoleavetillthecompetitionends,sokeepthatinmind,”repliedFujikowitha

serioustone.

“Thenwhatarewewaitingfor?Let’sgetpackingandhittheroad!”saidGeraldwithouttheslightest

hesitation.

Simplynoddinginresponse,FujikoknewthatGeraldwasright.Sheneededtofocusonthecompetition.

Afterall,notonlywasshetheyoungestdaughteroftheFutabafamily,butshealsohadtoliveuptoher

titleofthe‘QueenofSoldiers’.Withthatinmind,shedefinitelyhadtoscorehighinthecompetition…!

Chapter2108

Afterhavingtheirlunch,GeraldandFujikoleftthemansiontogetherinanSUV.

Earlierbeforetheysetoff,Takuyahadadvisedbothofthem,especiallyGerald,topayattentiontotheir

surroundingsnomatterwheretheywent.Afterall,therewasahighpossibilitythatboththeKanagawas

andHanyuswereactuallyworkingtogether.Withthatinmind,Takuyaknewthathisdaughterwasnow

inmuchmoredangerthanshehadeverbeenin.Gerald,ofcourse,agreedwiththis,andhesworeto

protectFujikoasbestashecould.

Regardless,astheduospedofftothelocationthattheJapanesemilitaryhaddesignatedforthemtoget

registered,theHanyuswhowerekeepingwatchoverthemanor’sentrancewhomRyuguhadstationed

thereimmediatelyreportedwhattheysawtotheirteamleader…

“What?GeraldandFujikoleftatthesametime?!”yelledthewideeyedRyuguasheleapedoffhischair,

droppinghiscigaretteintheprocess.

“Apparentlyso.Mysubordinatesinformedmethattheyweredrivingsoutheast,”repliedTakeshi



instantaneously,notdaringtosoundslack.

“Well,thenwhatareyouwaitingfor?Getyourmentotailthem!I’mwarningyou,ifyoulosethem,

you’llhavehelltopay!”roaredRyuguasheslammedhisfistontothetable.

“D-don’tworryaboutthat,teamleader!Mysubordinateshavealreadybeendoingthat!We’dneverlet

ourtargetsescape!”declaredTakeshiashepattedhischest.

Secondslater,however,Takeshithenadded,“…However…Arewesimplystalkingthem…?Shouldwe

takeactionorsomething…?”

“Didtheobviousreallyneedtobestated?Getyourmen’scoordinatesrightthisinstant!We’rejoining

themimmediately!ThatGeraldCrawford…Idon’tcarehow,butwe’redefinitelygettingourhandson

him,andoncewedo,we’lleventuallylearnaboutwhathappenedtoEndoandIzumi!There’sjustno

waywecouldlosetwoofourfamily’stopassassinsthateasily…!”growledRyuguashestompedoutof

hisroom,Takeshiswiftlyfollowingafterhim…

MovingbacktotheSUV,Geraldcouldbeseensteeringwithonehandandholdingacigaretteinhis

other.Withhiscigarettehandleanedagainsttheopencarwindow,bothofthemwereswiftly

approachingthecompetitionvenue…

Ontheirway,however,Fujikowhowasn’tcalledtheQueenofSoldiersfornothingcouldn’thelpbutsay,

“…Isitjustme,orarethetwocarsbehindtheSUVtailingus…?”

Fujiko,forone,hadnoticedthecarsfromthemomenttheyenteredthehighway.Itwasprettyhardto

missthemsincenomatterhowfastorslowtheSUVwent,thetwocarssimplymaintainedaconstant

distancefromthem…

Regardless,uponhearingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsmileashepeekedattherear-viewmirrorwhile

replying,“What,didyoujustnoticethem?”



“Idoknowthey’vebeentailingusforabouttenminutesIjustwantedtocheckwithyou,”saidFujikoas

sheshookherhead.

“Well,thetruthis,thosetwocarshavebeenfollowinguseversinceweleftthemanor,”repliedGerald

ashetossedthecigaretteoutthewindow…beforesteppingonthegas!

Withthat,theSUVlurchedforward,promptingthetwocarsbehindthemtospeedupaswell!

“…What?Areyoutellingmethatthepeopleinthosecarshavebeenkeepingwatchoverourmanorthis

entiretime?!”exclaimedFujiko,stunned.Afterall,theideaofthembeingtailedfromthemomentthey

leftthemanorwassomethingshehadneverevenconsidered!

“I’massumingso.Afterall,beforeweheadedoffearlier,Icouldalreadysensethepresenceofatleast

tenpeoplelurkingintheshadows.However,theyweren’tverystrong,soIjustremainedsilentaboutit.

Ifithelpstoknow,they’reweakenoughthatyourfather’smencouldeasilytakecareofthem.”
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ThoughtheSUVwasalreadyspeedingatahundredandsixty,Geraldlookedascoolasacucumberashe

casuallydrummedhisfingersonthesteeringwheel…

Fujiko,ontheotherhand,couldn’thelpbutstarewideeyedatGeraldbeforeeventuallyasking,“…Who

thehellareyou…?”

“I’mjustanordinaryman.I’vetoldyouthatmanytimesbefore,haven’tI?”repliedGeraldwithasmile.

“Noordinarymanwouldbeabletosaythey‘sensedthepresenceofatleasttenweakmenlurkingin

theshadows’…Howdoyouevengaugeaperson’sstrengthwithoutseeingthemfirst?”mutteredFujiko.

“…Itwasjustagutfeeling,”repliedGerald,nowrealizingthathemayhavesaidabittoomuch.



Naturally,therewasnowayhecouldtellherthathehadsensedthosemenandhowstrongtheywere

throughtheuseofhisHerculeanPrimordialSpirit.WiththeHerculeanPrimordialSpiritinsidehim,there

wassimplynohidingfromGerald,regardlessofhowstealthyonewasorhowgoodtheywereatacting…

Whateverthecasewas,Fujikonaturallydidn’tbuyit,promptinghertosay,“…Thetruth,please.”

“…Again,itwasjustagutfeeling…Regardless,Ifeelweshouldfocusongettingridofthosepeople

first…Afterall,youwouldn’twanttoleadthemallthewaytothecompetitionvenue,right?”replied

Gerald,clearlytryingtochangethetopic.

“…Ofcourse,Iwouldn’t.Thosepeoplewillsurelycausechaosifweleadthemthere!Shouldthat

happen,notonlywillIgetpunished,buttheJapanesemilitarywillbehumiliatedaswell!”declared

Fujikoinadeterminedtoneassheshookherhead.She,forone,didn’twanttobringherfamily’s

troublestothemilitary…

“Wellsaid.Nextquestion,doyouwanttolosethemorjustkillthem?”askedGeraldasheplacedhis

handonthegearshift.

“Endthem!”exclaimedFujikowithouttheslightesthesitation.Afterall,iftheyfailedtolosethem,then

they’dsurelymakeittothecompetitionvenue,causingherreputationtoplummet.Killingthemright

offthebatwastheonlywaytopreventthat!

“Killthemitis,”repliedGeraldwithaslightnod.

“Ifithelps,there’sadeserted,extinctvolcanonearbythatusedtobeactive.Incaseyou’reworried,

extinctvolcanoesaren’texpectedtoevereruptagain.Regardless,whydon’twedothedeedthere?”

askedFujikoasshefishedoutamapofJapanfromthestorageareaintheSUVbeforeeventually

pointingataspottoGerald.

Afterglancingatthemapandlookingatthemountainthatwasquiteadistanceaway,Geraldcouldn’t



helpbutask,“Isthatit?”

FollowingGerald’slineofvision,Fujikothennoddedasshereplied,“Yep,that’stheone.”

“Seemsliketheperfectplacetomurdersomeone,”mutteredGeraldashesloweddownthecar…before

swervingitoffthehighwayandintoapaththatledtoavillage!Oncehewasonthepath,he

immediatelyspedupagain,causingtheSUVtodisappearamongstthesinglestoryhousesthatwereall

overtheplace…

Meanwhile,theassassinsthathadbeentailingtheduoinstantlynoticedGerald’ssuddenroutechange,

promptingthemtoimmediatelychangecourseaswell.Naturally,theyalsoreportedthistoTakeshiwho

wascurrentlyinRyugu’scar.However,sinceeachoftheHanyufamily’scarshadatrackingsystem

installed,Ryugualreadyknewwheretheassassinsthatwere

TailingGeraldwere,evenbeforetheyreportedback.

WhatRyugufoundshocking,however,wasthefactthatGeraldwasactuallygoingoffcourse.

Immediatelyclickingonthecar’scentralcontrolpaneltwicepromptingamapoftheareatoappear,

Ryuguthengrumbled,“Thisisn’tright.Wherethehellaretheygoing?”
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WatchingasthetwoassassingroupscontinuedpursuingGeraldandFujikoon-screen,Ryugucouldn’t

helpbutwonderwhytheduohadsuddenlychosentodeviateoffthehighway.

DuetoalltheresearchtheHanyushaddonewhileplanningtheirinitialassassinationofFujiko,Ryugu

knewforafactthatFujikowassupposedtobeheadingtothelocationwherethespecialforces

competitionwasgoingtobeheld.Afterall,whereelsecouldtheybegoing?Withthatinmind,why

weretheysuddenlygoingoffpath…?

Sittingattheback,Takeshirealizedthathewasn’ttheonlyonewhofoundthisoddsinceshortlyafter,

oneofthesubordinateswhowasonloudspeakerasked,“Couldwehavemadeawrongguessasto



wheretheywereheadedto…?”

Afterabriefpause,Ryugusimplylaughedcoldlybeforereplying,“Idon’tevencareanymore!Justfollow

themtilltheendofhell!”

Whocarediftheywereheadingtothespecialforcescompetition,someouting,orevensomeplaceto

payrespecttotheirancestors?Thelocationwasn’twhatmattered.No,whatmatteredwasthatRyugu

killedGeraldwhilehecould!

Ryuguknewthatitwasgoingtobemuchmoredifficulttopullofftheassassinationoncetheduo

returnedtotheFutabamanor,sothiswastheprimeopportunitytogetthejobdone…!Thiscouldvery

wellbehisonlychanceofrescuingEndoandIzumiaswell…!

Whateverthecasewas,uponhearingRyugu’sorder,Takeshiclearedhisthroatbeforeyelling,“Didn’t

youhearwhattheteamleadersaid?Keepyoureyespeeledanddon’tyoudarelosesightofthatSUV!If

youfailtodosomethingsimplelikethat,don’treturntothefamily!”

“U-understood!”repliedthesubordinateswhowerestillhotonGerald’sheels…

MovingbacktoGerald,oncehewasaboutsixmilesfromthedeadvolcano,hemadesuretoslowdown

alittle.Afterall,hecouldn’tkillthemiftheylosthim.

AsGeralddroveon,hecouldn’thelpbutask,“So…WhatkindofdisputesdidtheFutabashavewiththe

Hanyusinrecentyears?”

“I’m…nottoosureaboutthat,actually…Afterall,I’vemostlyspentmytimeinthemilitaryinthepast

fewyears…Itcertainlydidn’thelpthatduringtherareoccasionsIreturnedhome,dadrefusedtotellme

asinglethingregardingourfamily’saffairs.However,Idorememberhimsayingthatourfamilyhad

barelycontactedtheHanyuseversincehebecamethepatriarch…I,forone,seenoreasonwhyhe

wouldlie,”repliedFujikoassheshookherhead,realizingjusthowoutoftouchshewaswithher

family’saffairs.Itseemedthatshehadbeentoofocusedonsurvivingandfightingforhonorinthe



militarythisentiretime…

“Isee…Doyouthinkherefrainedfromsayinganythingduetosomeconcernsofhis?”askedGeraldwho

hadwitnessedotherfamiliesdoingthesamethingsinthepast.Intheotherfamily’ssituation,theparty

involveddidn’tdetailtheentiresituationtohim,whichresultedinthemfacingevenmoretroublethan

necessary…

Regardless,Fujikothenshookherheadwhilesaying,“Idon’tthinkso…”

Fujiko,forone,knewherfather’spersonalitywell.Takuyasimplywasn’tthekindofpersonwhoheld

grudgesagainstotherfamilies.Evenifadisputecameup,hewouldsimplytolerateitforthesakeof

protectingeveryone’sinterest…

“Iwonderaboutthat…”mutteredGeraldtohimself.

WhileGeraldwaswellawareofthefamilyfeudbetweentheFutabasandtheHanyus,hedidn’tbelieve

thattheHanyuswouldjustsendassassinsovertokillFujikowithoutgoodreason.Theproblemwas,he

couldn’ttellwhattheirmotivewas.Still,hewassuretheHanyushadtheirreasons.Afterall,whyelse

wouldtheybesopersistentincausingtroubleforbothhimandFujiko?

“…Thoughyousaythat,Idon’treallyseemydadhavinganyreasontobeinconflictwiththeHanyus…”

repliedFujikowhohadheardGerald’smutter.

“Whilethatmaybetrue,youhaven’tputtherestoftheFutabasintoconsideration.Whoknows

whetheranyofthemhaveanyconflictsorexchangesofinterestswiththeHanyus?”saidGeraldwitha

wrysmile.

Uponhearingthat,Fujikoinstantlyfrownedassheasked,“…CouldyouperhapsbereferringtoGrandpa

MasuraandSuke…?”



ThoughFujikohadn’tbeenhomeforthelongest,shewasstillawareenoughaboutthingslikethese.The

factthatMasurahadtoldherfathertostepdownfromhispostrightinfrontofherthatnightcertainly

madehimaprimesuspect..

Chapter2111

“Justtomakeitclear,Ididn’tsayanynames,”repliedGeraldasheshookhishead.He,forone,knew

betterthantojustcasuallypointfingersatanyoftheFutabas.However,fromhispreviousexperiences,

therewasaprettyhighprobabilitythatFujiko’sguesswasright.

“…Whateverthecaseis,Ireallydon’tevendaretoimaginesuchincidentstakingplacewithinmy

family…”mutteredFujikoasherexpressiondarkened.

Evenfromwhenshewasachild,Fujikohadbeenwelltakencareofbyallthemembersofherfamily.

Withthatinmind,itmadeitallthemoredifficultforhertoimagineanyofherkindfamilymembers

standingagainstherfatheranddoingharmfulthingstotheirfamily…

Geraldhimselfremainedsilentafterhearingthat,andsimplyconcentratedondriving,makingsureto

keepacloseeyeonthetwocarsthroughhisrearviewmirrorbehindthematthesametime…

Inlessthantwentyminutes,theduofoundthemselvesgettingincreasinglyclosetotheirdestination.By

thispoint,therewerehardlyanyvillagesdownthepath.Hell,thereweren’tevenanywilddogsaround,

andtoacountrywithsuchlittlelandlikeJapan,thiswasnothingshortofunnatural…

Regardless,uponrealizingthatGeraldkeptlookingaround,Fujikowaspromptedtoask,“Doyouknow

whythisareaissosparselypopulated…?”

Shrugginginresponse,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Beatsme.”

“Well…ThisistheterritoryoftheYamashitafamily.Withthatinmind,apartfromtheirfamilymembers,

nobodyelsedarestolivehere…”explainedFujiko.



“…Hmm?WhatkindofpeoplearetheYamashitas?”askedGerald,hisinterestslightlypiqued.Though

hedidn’tknowmuchaboutJapan,hewasinformedwhenitcametothemoreinfluentialandpowerful

families.Withthatsaid,hefounditoddthathehadn’theardoftheYamashitasbefore.Afterall,inorder

toobtainsuchalargepieceofland,theYamashitahadtoundoubtedlybepowerful…

SeeinghowcuriousGeraldlooked,Fujikoquicklyexplained,“Well,they’requiteanobscurefamilyin

Japan…Theirabilitiessimplyaren’tgoodenoughtoobtainarankinginJapan.”

“Thenhowdidtheybuysuchamassivepieceofland?”

“Well…thoughthecommonersseethemasaregularfamily,totheinsiders,weknowthattheyhavea

rather‘unique’profession…They’resecretlyafamilyofninjas,”repliedFujikoinaloweredvoice.

Similartocultivators,ninjasweren’tindividualswhompeoplefromthesecularworldcouldlearnabout

allwilly-nilly.Afterall,exposingthatsuchaprofessionactuallyexistedcouldeasilystirupaneverending

storm!

“…Ninjas,yousay?”saidGeraldwithaslightfrown.

“Indeed.I’msureyou’veheardofthembefore…”repliedFujikowithanod.

“Thewaythemediadepictsthem?Yes,thoughIhadhonestlynoideatheyreallyexisted…Afterall,I’ve

neverencounteredonebefore!”saidGeraldasheshookhishead.

“Well,they’reveryreal,andit’sanunspokenruleforthosewhoknowthatninjasarerealthattheir

existenceshouldbekeptasecret.Ibelieveit’ssimilartohowWestonerskeeptheexistenceof

cultivatorsasecret,”repliedFujikowhilenodding.

“…Oh?Youknowaboutcultivators?”askedGeraldasheturnedtolookather.



“OfcourseIdo!I’mtheyoungmistressoftheFutabafamily,afterall.Besides,ourfamilyis—"
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ThoughFujiko’sinitialtonehadbeengleeful,halfwaythroughhersentence,sheseemedtorealizethat

shehadsaidsomethingsheshouldn’thave,promptinghertoshutup.

WhileGeraldfoundthatsuspicious,hemaintainedacalmfaçadeasheasked,“Whataboutyour

family?”

“I…Well,ofcoursemyfamilywouldknowsuchthings.TheFutabasarequitepowerful,afterall,”replied

Fujikobeforecoveringhermouthslightly.

“Makessense,”saidGeraldashewentalongwithher.Still,afterallthistimetheyhadspenttogether,

GeraldhadafeelingthatFujikohadaccidentallyjustconfirmedthatherfamilywaspartoftheSeadom

tribe.

FeelingthankfulthatGeraldwasn’tpressuringhertocontinue,afterbreathingasighofrelief,Fujiko

thenadded,“…Regardless,thoughIknowthereareninjasinthatfamily,I’veneverpersonallymetany.

Afterall,theotherpowerfulfamilies,oursincluded,don’treallyhaveareasontocontactthem.With

thatinmind,they’vejustbeenlivinghere,leftmostlysecludedfromregularcitizens.”

Afterthinkingaboutitforawhile,GeraldfurtherslowedtheSUVdowntoensurethattheothertwo

carswouldbeabletocatchupbeforelookingoutthewindowswhileasking,“…Speakingofwhich,now

thatwe’veenteredtheirterritory,doyouthinkthey’llcomelookingfortroublewithus?”

“There’salowchanceofthat…Afterall,asfarasIknow,theYamashitasdon’treallyhaveanyconflicts

withotherfamilies.Withthatinmind,aslongaswedon’tdisturboraccidentallythreatenthem,we

shouldbeabletopassthroughtheirterritoryjustfine,”repliedFujiko.



“That’sgoodtoknow.Regardless,EndoandIzumiareprobablywiththem.Sincewe’vecaughtthose

two,oncewetakecareofthosepeoplewho’vebeentailingus,wemayfinallyfindoutwhetherit’sthe

KanagawasorHanyuswhoarebehindtheassassinationattempts,”sneeredGeraldwithawrysmile.

“Regardlessofwhichfamilytheybelongto,wecan’tletthemoffeasilyafterallthatthey’vedone!”

growledFujikowhonowcaredaboutherfamily’ssafetymorethananythingelse.

Noddinginresponse,Geraldfinallyhitthebrakesoncetheygottoaflat,barrenarea…

Followingthat,hewaspromptedtoask,“DoyoustillrememberwhatItoldyou?”

Confused,Fujikoreplied,“…Um…Perhapsbeabitmorespecific…?”

Lightingacigarette,Geraldthenglancedattherearviewmirrorandwatchedasthecarsbehindthem

gotcloserandcloser…Pushingthecardooropen,hethenstretchedbeforesaying,“Ipromisedto

protectyouandyourfamily…AndIalwayskeepmypromises.”

Uponhearingthat,Fujikopausedforamomentbeforeasking,“…Whyareyoudoingallthisforus…?”

Shereallycouldn’timaginewhyGeraldwashelpingherandherfamilysomuch.Eveniftherewas

somethingfromherfamilythathewantedwhichshehadnoideawhatitcouldpossiblybe,withhow

stronghewas,hecould’veeasilygottenwhathedesiredthroughbruteforce.

Bythispoint,Fujikowasprettysurethathewasn’tdoingallthisforhereither.Afterall,backwhenthey

werestillpretendingtobeacouple,Geraldhadactivelymadeitclearthatitwasjustpretend.Hewasn’t

interestedinheratall!

Asshethoughtaboutit,shecouldn’thelpbutsmile.Afterall,toothers,sheandGeraldwerestilla

couple.Thoughtheywerefakingtheirrelationshipnow,whowastosaythatitwouldn’tendupturning

intoarealone?ThethoughtofitalonegreatlyimprovedFujiko’smood.



Eitherway,afterGeraldsteppedoutoftheSUV,theothertwocarscametoahaltnottoofaroff.Even

so,nobodysteppedout.Instead,themenoptedtoupdateRyuguabouttheircurrentsituation…

“…What?They’veenteredtheYamashitafamily’sterritory?!”yelledRyuguasheslammedthesteering

wheelbeforehittingthebrakes,causingthecartocometoascreechinghaltbytheroadside…
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“Getthephysicalmapout!”orderedRyuguthesecondhehungup.

ImmediatelydoingasRyuguordered,Takeshithenretrievedthemapandunrolleditbeforehim…

Alternatinghisgazebetweenthecarnavigationscreenandthephysicalmap,Ryugutracedtheroute

thatGeraldhadtaken…beforehisfingerfinallystoppedatopthebarrenmountain.Accordingtothe

GPS,thetwocarstrulyhadenteredtheYamashitafamily’sterritory!

“D*mnit!WhatthehellisGeralddoingintheYamashitafamily’sterritory?!Whatkindofrelationship

doeshehavewiththem?!”grumbledRyuguasheslammedhisfistintohisseat.

“…Leader…Doyouthink…thatthemanwhothwartedSaburo’sassassinationplancouldbeaninja

fromtheYamashitafamily…?”speculatedTakeshi.

“…Apossibilitycertainlyexists…However,I’veneverreallymetanyoftheninjasfromthatfamily…Hell,

I’veneverevenheardofanyconnectionsbetweentheFutabasandtheYamashitas!”repliedRyuguas

hescratchedthebackofhishead,wonderinghowthingshadsuddenlygottensocomplicated…

PrettymucheverypowerfulfamilyinJapanknewabouttheYamashita’sninjas.However,sincenobody

hadeverseenanyoftheirninjas,therewererumorsthattheninjaswereonlythestuffoflegendsand

weren’tactuallyreal…



Regardless,afterabriefpause,Takeshithenadded,“Soshouldwecontinuewithourmission…?Or

shouldIorderourmentoretreat…?”

“…We’vealreadycorneredthemwell.Weshouldn’tletanopportunitylikethisgotowaste!Besides,it’s

notlikewe’retargetingtheYamashitas.Ifwebumpintothem,we’lljustmakesuretoexplainthings

properly.WiththeHanyufamily’sstatusinmind,theYamashitasshouldbewillingtogiveusface…”

retortedRyuguasheglaredatTakeshi.

Withthatsaid,RyuguthencontinueddrivingtowhereGeraldwas.Whilehewould’vesurelypostponed

themissionforfearofoffendingtheYamashitasinthepast,thecurrentRyuguwasinadesperate

situation.Afterall,twooftheHanyufamily’stopassassinshadgonemissingwhileattemptingto

assassinateGerald!Withthatinmind,hehadtointerrogateGeraldassoonaspossibletolearnabout

EndoandIzumi’ssituation.Otherwise,he’dbeunabletoexplainhimselftothepatriarch…

Ryugu,forone,knewthatifhefailedtogetanyinformationoutofGerald,losinghispositionasleader

wasasmallpricetopay…Afterall,therewasamuchhigherchancethathewouldhavetopaywithhis

lifeinstead…!

MovingbacktoFujiko,shecouldbeseenobedientlywaitinginthecarasGeraldwhowasstandingright

nexttotheSUVstaredatthetwocarsthatstillhadn’tbudged.

Afterpuffingmostofthecigaretteaway,Geraldtossedthebuttawaybeforesayinginacoldvoice,“You

know,withhowlongyou’vebeentailingus,don’tyoufindittobeabitimpolitetonotevengetoutof

yourcarstotalk?”

ThesecondGeraldsaidthat,eightmeneachwieldingeitheradaggerorasteelpipegotoutofthecars.

However,theydidn’trushforward.Instead,theysimplyglaredatGeraldfromafar…

Thoughtheyhadn’tfoughthimbefore,theyhadallheardrumorsthatGeraldhaddefeatedEndoand

Izumi.Withthatinmind,theyallknewtherewasahighpossibilitythattheywoulddieiftheysimply

chargedforward!



AddingthattothefactthatRyuguhadonlyorderedthemtotailGeraldratherthanassassinatehim,

noneoftheeightmenplannedtomakeamove.

Seeingthattheyweren’tbudgingfromtheirspots,Geraldthenadded,“Sincewe’reallalreadyhere,

whydon’tyoutellmewhichfamilyyoucomefromalready!”
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DespitehearingGerald’squestion,noneofthemreplied.

Realizingthattheyweren’tkeenonsayinganythingorevenmovingfromtheirspots,Geraldwhowas

alreadylosinghispatiencegotreadytomakeamoveashesaid,“Sinceyou’resounwillingtotalk,I’ll

makesureyounevertalkagain!”

Thiswasn’tGerald’sfirsttimedealingwithindividualslikethis.Withthatinmind,heknewthatbrute

forcewastheonlywaytogetthemtotalk!Afterall,mostpeoplewereusuallywillingtotalkwhenthey

wereinchesawayfromdeath.Withthatsaid,Geraldthenboltedtowardthem!

BeforeanyofRyugu’smenknewit,Geraldhadalreadyboltedpastthemandkaratechoppedtheirnecks!

Inlessthanafewseconds,onlyoneofthemremainedaliveandstanding…!

Quiveringwhenhesawthatallhisallieshaddiedfrombrokennecks,thelastmanstandingthenheard

Geraldgrowl,“Again,whodoyouworkfor?”

“W-whothehellareyou…?!”stutteredthefrightenedHanyuwhostillcouldn’tbelievewhathehad

witnessedjustsecondsearlier.WhatlevelofstrengthdidGeraldevenhave…?!

“Didn’tyousendtwoofyourmenovertoassassinateme?Whatmore,allofyouhadbeenstationed

rightoutsidetheFutabamanortokeepaneyeonme,no?Shouldn’tyouknowwhoIambynow?”

repliedGeraldwithalaugh.



“P-please…!Idon’tknowanything…!”pleadedthefearfulmanWhosemindhadgonecompletelyblank

Now.

“Eitherway,I’maskingonefinaltime.Whichfamilydoyoubelongto?”askedGeraldashepuffedon

anothercigarettewhileshakinghishead.

Naturally,themanwashesitanttoreply.Afterall,whilehewasterrifiedthatGeraldwouldkillhimifhe

remainedsilent,heknewthathewouldstillendupdeadonceRyugufoundoutthathehadtoldGerald

thathewasaHanyu.

Astheterrifiedmancontinuedponderinghisoptions,anothercarsuddenlycametoascreechinghalt

nottoofaroff.Uponnoticingthevehicle,Geraldimmediatelywalkedpastthequiveringman.Itwas

obviousthatthepeoplewhohadjustarrivedhadhigherstatuses.

Shortlyafter,RyugusteppedoutandpointedatGeraldbeforeyelling,“GeraldCrawford…!”

UponseeingRyugu,FujikoquicklygotoutoftheSUVandwhispered,“Gerald…!Getbackhere…!”

Hearingthat,GeraldsimplynoddedandwalkedovertostandbyFujiko’sside.

Leaningclosertohim,Fujikothenwhispered,“Thatmanwhojustgotout…he’stheleaderoftheHanyu

family’sassassinationdepartment…!He’salsooneoftheHanyu’stopassassins…!Regardless,sincehe’s

here,thetwomenwedetainedlastnightaremostprobablyHanyusaswell!”

ThoughFujikodidn’trecognizetheothersmallfries,shedefinitelyknewwhoRyuguwas.Afterall,he

wasquitefamousinJapan.



“Oh?TheHanyusyousay…?”repliedGeraldashenarrowedhiseyesatRyugu…
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Justbylookingattheman,GeraldcouldalreadytellthatRyuguwasslightlystrongerthantheduofrom

lastnight…

Whateverthecasewas,Fujikothenreplied,“Indeed.It’sjustasyouhadpredicted…Atthestart,I

wasn’ttoosureiftheHanyuswerereallytheonesresponsibleforallthis.NowthatIthinkaboutit,

however,withhowstrongEndoandIzumiwere,Ishould’veknownbetter.Eitherway,sincethetwo

wereclearlystrongerthanthemenyoujustkilled,I’massumingthatthey’reteamleadersforsomeof

themoreminorassassinationteams.”

“Isee…Ifthat’sthecase,thenIguessthere’snoneedforfurtherinterrogation.I’lljustfinishthese

peopleoffandbedonefortheday.Afterlosingtwoteamleadersandadepartmentleader,I’msurethe

Hanyuswilllaylowforawhile,”repliedGeraldashishandreachedouttogetanothercigarette…onlyto

realizethattheboxwasempty.

WatchingasGeraldtossedtheemptyboxofcigarettestotheground,FujikowhohardlyeversawGerald

withoutacigaretteinhismouthcouldn’thelpbutfrownasshesaid,“…Youknow,smokingthismuchis

goingtoaffectyourhealthoneday…”

Fujiko,forone,didn’treallymindthesmellofcigarettesmoke.Afterall,manyofthemeninthearmy

smokedjustasmuchasGeralddid.ShewassimplygenuinelyworriedaboutGerald’shealth.

“…I’llkeepthatinmind,”repliedGeraldwhowasmomentarilystartledtohearthat.Afterall,asidefrom

Mila,Fujikohadbeentheonlyotherpersonwhocaredabouthissmokingaddiction.

Thetruthwas,GeraldhadonlystartedsmokingagainafterMilawentmissing.Itwastheonlywayhe

couldkeephimselfsedatedenoughtonotthinkaboutherallthetime.

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenslidhishandsintohispocketsbeforesteppingforwardandasking,“So…



Ryugu,wasit?You’renotthefirstassassinI’vecomeacrossfromyourfamily.Regardless,doyouhave

anythingyouwishtotalktomeabout?I’massumingsosinceyouhadyourmentailusallthewayhere.”

Uponhearingthat,Ryuguimmediatelystompedforward,consistentlypointingatGeraldasheyelled,

“WherethehellareEndoandIzumi,Gerald…!”

“Noideawhotheyare,”repliedGeraldashecasuallyshrugged.

“Don’tyoudareplaydumbwithme!Whathaveyoudonetothem?!I’mwarningyou,you’dbesthand

thembacktousorI’llendyourighthereandnow!”roaredRyugu.

JustashewaswonderinghowthosetwohadlosttoGerald,hesuddenlycametotherealizationthat

severalofhismenweresprawledontheground…

Afterashortpause,Ryugugrowled,“…Whatthehellisgoingonhere…?!”

ThoughRyugu’sexpressioninstantlywentugly,Takeshi’swasuglierashescowled,“They…Theymust

havebeenmurderedbyGerald…!”

Sinceallofthemwerehismen,Takeshiwaswellawarethathisteam’soverallcapabilitieshadnowbeen

greatlyreduced.Withoutthem,hewouldsimplybeageneralwithoutanarmy!

“Naturally,Ican’thandthemtoyou.However,ifyoutellmewhyyoumadeamoveontheFutabasin

thefirstplace,Imayconsidersharingtheduo’scurrentsituationwithyou.Hell,ifI’mfeelinggenerous,I

mayevenreturntheirbodies!”retortedGeraldwithacoldlaugh.

“You…You’recourtingdeath,Gerald…!”roaredRyugu,whoseangerhadpeaked.HadGeraldnothad

theinformationheneeded,hewould’vestrangledthatboybynow…!



SeeinghowangeredRyuguwas,Geraldthenpointedatthecorpsesonthegroundwhilesaying,“I

wouldn’trushforwardifIwereyou.Cometoocloseandyou’llbedead,justlikethem!”

Unabletoholdhimselfbackanymore,RyuguwasjustabouttobolttowardGeraldwhenhesuddenly

feltTakeshigrabbingontohisarm.

“Leader,thatmanisobviouslyextremelypowerful…!Remember,notonlydidhedefeatEndoandIzumi,

buthealsotookoutmostofmymeninnotimeflat!Withthatinmind,wecan’tactimpulsively…!”

whisperedTakeshi.
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Uponhearingthat,Ryugupausedforamomentbeforeconsiderablycalmingdownandsaying,“…

You’reright.”

JustasTakeshihadsaid,GeraldhadeasilymurderedsomanyHanyusinsuchashortamountoftime.

ThatwasafeatsodifficulttopulloffthatevenRyuguwasunsurewhetherhe’dbeabletodothesame.

Whatmore,Geralddidn’tevenhaveasinglescratchonhim.Inotherwords,thebattlehadbeen

extremelyone-sided.ThenewfoundrealizationofhowpowerfulGeraldtrulywasimmediatelysentcold

sweatrunningdownRyugu’sforehead…

ThoughRyuguhadpreviouslyrefusedtobelievethatEndoandIzumicouldgettakendownbyanyone

fromtheFutabamanor,henowknewhowwronghewas.

SeeinghowsilenttheimpulsiveRyuguhadgottenallofasudden,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsmile

sinisterlyasheasked,“Hmm?Whathappenedtoallthatvigor?”

Uponhearingthat,Ryugutookinafewdeepbreathswhilewonderinghowtoproceed.Eventually,he

figuredthatitwouldbebestnottofurtherprovokeGerald,atleastforthetimebeing.

Withthat,Ryuguwaspromptedtosay,“…Sinceyou’reaguestoftheFutabafamily,I’mwillingtojust

leteverythingslideaslongasyouhandEndoandIzumibacktous!”



“Don’tevendreamaboutgettingthemback.Regardless,listenclosely.Ifyoutellmethefulldetailsof

whyyoumadeamoveontheFutabaswhetherit’sduetothefamilyfeudorsomeonetoldyoutogo

afterthem,Imayconsidersparingyou,”repliedGeraldinanindifferenttonewhilecrossinghisarms.

ThoughGeraldnowknewthatRyuguwastheleaderoftheHanyufamily’sAssassinationdepartment,he

couldn’thelpbutlookatthemanwithdisdain.Afterall,GeraldknewthathecouldprobablytakeRyugu

outwithoutevenusingtheHerculeanPrimordialSpirit’spowers.

Regardless,uponhearingwhatGeraldhadtosay,Ryugu’sangerimmediatelyskyrocketedagain.Glaring

daggersatGerald,Ryuguthenclenchedhisfistsasheroared,“Howarrogant..!Sinceyou’reunwillingto

cooperate,haveityourway!I’llshowyouthetruestrengthoftheHanyufamily’sassassins…!”

“W-wait!Leader…!Calmdown…!”criedoutTakeshiasheimmediatelyattemptedtocalmRyugudown

again.

ThoughTakeshiknewthatRyuguwascapableoftakingonhundredsofspecialforcessoldiersatatime

withoutbreakingasweat,healsoknewthatRyuguwasn’tamatchforGerald.Afterall,Geraldhad

managedtosubduebothEndoandIzumi…!Whilehedidn’tdaretellRyuguthathecouldverywellend

uplikehisdeadmenontheground,Takeshiknewthattheprobabilityofthathappeningwas

exceedinglyhigh!

Eitherway,RyugusimplyrespondedtothatbyslappingTakeshi!

“Outofmyway!”roaredRyuguashecontinuedmarchngtowardGerald.

Takeshihimselfsimplycoveredhisbruisedcheekashesteppedtothesidewheretheonlysurviving

assassinfromearlierwasalsostanding,notdatingtosayanotherword.Knowingthatneitherofthem

wouldbeabletostoptheirleadernow,theywonderedifhereallystoodachanceagainstGerald…

AsforFujiko,shefoundherselftuggingGerald’ssleevewhilewhispering,“…Becareful…He’sastrong

one…”



Smilingfaintlyashegotintoafightingstance,Geraldthenreplied,“Don’tworry.I’mstrongenoughto

dealwithhim.”

Gerald,forone,knewthatifhesuccessfullysolvedtheFutabafamily’sissuewiththeHanyus,hewould

beabletofullygainTakuya’strust.Inotherwords,he’dgetcloserthanevertosolvingthesecretsofthe

Seadomtribe.Withanyluck,he’dbeabletoheadtoYearningIslandinthenearfuture…

Whateverthecasewas,uponseeinghowconfidentGeraldwas,Fujikotookafewstepsbacktoavoid

gettinginthewaybeforesaying,“…Alright.Goodluck…!”
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Thesecondhersentenceended,theenragedRyugubeganchargingtowardGerald!

AsRyuguwasstompingforwardearlier,hecouldn’thelpbutthinkaboutEndoandIzumi’sfates.Just

thinkingabouthowtheycouldalreadybedeadangeredhimsomuchthattoRyugu,Geraldwasalready

adeadman.Whateverthecasewas,hewastheleaderoftheHanyufamily’sassassins!Ifhecouldn’t

eventakeGeraldout,whatkindoffailurewashe?!

Withthatinmind,withinasplitsecond,hewasalreadyinchesawayfromGerald!Revealingadagger

thathehadkepthiddenuphissleevethisentireLime,Ryugu’seyesglintedevillyasheyelled,“You

should’vediedagesago,Gerald…!Enjoyyourstayinhell…!”

Thedaggeritselfwasemittingadarkglow,anduponseeingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfurrowhis

browsasbedodgedtheattack.FromwhatGeraldcouldtell,thedaggerwasprobablydrenchedin

poison.Withthatsaid,amerescratchfromthatthingcouldpossiblybefatal…

SeeingthatGeraldwasactuallydodginghisattacksinsteadofcountering,Ryuguimmediately

summarizedthatGeralddidn’tdaretofighthimheadon.Withthatinmind,Ryugusmiledevenbrazenly

thanbeforeashequicklybalancedhimselfagainbeforelaunchinganotherstabinGerald’sdirection!



WithhowquicklyRyuguwasswinginghisdagger,hewasabletoslashoveradozentimesinlessthan

twoseconds,witheachattackaimedatfatalareaslikeGerald’sthroat,chest,andabdomen!

ToRyugu’sannoyance,however,Geraldmanagedtododgeeachofhisattacks!

‘D*mnit…!Standstillalready…!’Ryuguthoughttohimself,wonderingwhyhestillhadn’tbeenableto

hurtGeraldevenafterusingallhisstrength.Thoughhedidn’twanttoadmitit,thefactthathekept

missingGeraldbyahairstrandclearlyshowedhowmuchstrongerGeraldwas.

Geraldhimselfsimplysmiled,keepinghishandsagainsthisbackashesaid,“There’sstillquiteagap

betweenus,kiddo.”

“Kid?!Howdareyoucallmethat…?!”roaredthealreadyinfuriatedRyugu.AstheleaderoftheHanyu

family’sassassinationdepartment,notonlydidhehaveahighstatuswithinthefamily,butalsoallover

Japan!Whereverhewent,peoplewouldaddresshimasaleaderforheaven’ssake!Withthatinmind,

howdareapettyb*stardlikeGeraldcallhima‘kiddo’!

“Oh?WaswhatIsaidwrong?”askedGeraldwhilesmilingcheekily.

“You’rereallyaskingforit,youknow…?!”roaredRyuguwhowasnowsoangrythathealmostlooked

maniacalasheclenchedhisfists!

Followingthat,Ryuguimmediatelylaunchedanotherseriesofattacks!Nowthathewasmoreenraged

thanever,hisattackingspeedandstrengthwereinstantlyheightened,resultingintheassassinmoving

soquicklythatonlyhisafterimagescouldbeseen!

NoticinghowmuchfasterandstrongerRyugunowwas,Geraldwasjustabouttoreleasethepowerof

hisHerculeanPrimordialSpiritwhensuddenly,hecouldn’thelpbutfrown.

AsRyuguattemptedtostabGeraldagain,Fujikowhohadbeenwatchingtheentiresceneplayout



couldn’thelpbutdropherjawwhenshesawGeraldsuddenlychoosetostandstillbeforeclosinghis

eyes!Hadhegonemad?!

AsplitsecondbeforethedaggerlandedonGerald’schest,aloud‘clang’ofcollidingmetalcould

suddenlybeheardassomethingrapidlyflewpast…!
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Caughtcompletelybysurprise,RyugualmosttoppledrightnexttoGerald,thoughhemanagedto

balancehimselfintime.Atthatmoment,thedaggerthathadbeeninhishandjustsecondsagocouldbe

seenflippingintheair…andsoonafter,itlodgeditselfintothedirt…

Eyeswidened,Ryuguimmediatelybeganlookingforwhathadinterceptedhisattack…andsoonenough,

hesawwhatitwas.Itwasashuriken,ofallthings!

AnnoyedthathehadmissedhischancetokillGeraldbecauseofit,Ryuguimmediatelyroared,“Who

thehelldidthat!”

ThesecondRyugusaidthat,ahoarsevoicecouldbeheardsaying,“Abitholdofyoutobefightinginthe

Yamashitafamily’sterritory,don’tyouthink?”

Followingthat,ahunchbackedoldmanseemedtoappearoutofthinair,instantlystartlingeveryone!

Howhadheconcealedhispresencesoperfectly…?

Quicklysnappingoutofit,FujikothenleanedclosertoGeraldwhilewhispering,“That’smostprobably

anelderoftheYamashitafamily…”

Thoughshedidn’tknowmuchabouttheYamashitas,fromhowthepersonactedanddressed,itwas

prettyevidentthattheoldmanwastherealdeal.



Noddinginresponse,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeelslightlywaryoftheoldman.Afterall,undernormal

circumstances,hisHerculeanPrimordialSpiritwouldwarnhimwhenevercultivatorsorstrongmenwere

around.However,hehadonlysensedtheoldman’spresencefromthemomenttheshurikenwas

thrown…

Gerald,forone,knewthattheoldmanmusthavebeenwatchingforawhilebeforehetookaction.With

thatinmind,Geraldwasrightlyvigilantaroundtheelder.Tomakehimfeelsoworried…Howstrongwas

thisoldmanreally…?

Still,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutshakehisheadwithasmileashemuttered,“Sothisisarealninja…Now

that’safirst…”

MovingbacktoRyugu,thesecondherealizedthatitwasaYamashitathathadsteppedin,he

immediatelycalmedhimself.Afterall,hewaswellawarethathewasalreadyintroublefortrespassing.

Ifheoffendedthemanyfurther,thenhe’dtrulybeinhotwater…

Withthat,Ryuguquicklyretrievedandkepthisdaggerbeforeheadingovertofacetheoldman.

MomentarilyignoringGerald,hethenbowedwhileplacinghisfistagainsthispalmbeforedeclaring,

“Goodday,senior.IgobyHanyuRyugu,andI’mtheleaderoftheHanyufamily’sassassination

department!WhatshouldIcallyou?”

“I’veheardaboutyoubefore…”repliedtheoldmanwhodidn’tseeminterestedinintroducinghimself.

“…Regardless,I’monlyherebecauseIwasonmywaytosettlesomegrudgeswiththatperson.Inever

thoughthe’denteryourterritory!Eitherway,I’dliketomakeitclearthatI’mnotheretocauseyouany

trouble!Withthatsaid,onceItakecareofhim,I’llleaveimmediately!”declaredRyuguasheglaredat

Gerald.

Wavinghishandrathernonchalantly,theoldmanthenreplied,“Beforeanyofthat…Sinceyou’ve

enteredmyfamily’sterritory,docomeovertomyplaceasguests.We’llpeacefullytalkaboutyour

grudges,andbytheendofitall,wecanhopefullysettlethisdisputewithoutanybloodshed…Howdoes

thatsound?”



Naturally,Ryuguwasstartledtohearthat.Afterhesitatingslightly,heeventuallyshookhisheadbefore

saying,“…I’mfinewiththat!Besides,I’vebeenmeaningtovisityourfamilyforquitesometimenow,so

thisistheperfectopportunityformetodoso!”

ThoughtheYamashitaswereknownfortheirninjas,Ryuguwasn’tallthatafraidofthem.Afterall,

despitehowmysteriousninjaswere,RyuguwasprettysurethattheHanyu’sassassinsweren’tany

weakerincomparison…
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Withthatinmind,RyuguthenturnedtolookatGeraldagain.Quitehonestly,hewasfeelingimmensely

anxioustothepointoffindingithardtobreathesincehestillhadnoideawhereEndoandIzumiwere.

Whateverthecasewas,Ryuguknewthattheonlycureforhisanxietywasbysavinghistwomenand

murderingGerald…

Regardless,Ryuguhadacceptedtheoldman’sinvitationforareason.Whiletheyweredrivingover

earlier,RyuguhadbeenthinkingaboutSaburo’sfailuretoassassinateFujiko.WeretheYamashitastruly

theoneswhohadinterceptedSaburo’sassassinationattempttheotherday?WhyelsewouldGerald

andFujikosuddenlydecidetoheadhere?

Eitherway,iftheYamashitasreallywerethemastermindsbehindallthis,thenitwoulddefinitely

explainwhyhehadn’tbeenabletolocateSaburo’sassailantevenaftersendingoutsomanymento

investigate…

Sincetheoldmanhadinitiatedtheinvitation,thiswasanoptimalopportunityforhimtodigdeeper

intothis!Hewasn’ttheleaderoftheHanyu’sassassinationteamfornothing!

Whateverthecasewas,sinceRyuguagreedtoit,theoldmanthensmiledasheturnedtofaceGerald

whileasking,“Andhowaboutyou,youngbrother?”

“I’dbegladto.I’veheardabouttheYamashitaninjasforawhilenow,andit’sanhonortofinallybeable



tomeetone,”repliedGeraldashesmiledback.

Chucklinginresponse,theoldmanthensaidinhishoarsevoice,“Myboy,ninjasaren’treal!We’rejust

asmallfamilyonthevergeofcollapse!Therearen’tanyninjastobefoundhere!”

BeforeGeraldcouldreply,however,theoldmanslowlyextendedhishand…andwithaslightgesture,

theshurikenthathadearlierbeentossedflewrightbackintohishand!Itwasalmostasthoughitwas

beingpulledbackbyaninvisiblethreadofsorts…

Withtheshurikennowinhishand,theoldmanthenslippeditintohispocketbeforeturningaround

andwalkingfurtherdownthebarrenmountain,hisarmsagainsthisback…Thoughonewould’ve

expectedhimtomoveslowly,theoldmanwasquitefast.

Seeingthat,RyuguthenglaredatGerald,andwasjustabouttofollowsuitwhenTakeshisuddenly

walkeduptohimbeforeasking,“Um…Whataboutus,leader…?”

Pausingforamoment,Ryuguthenturnedtolookatallhispossiblydeadmen.Grittinghisteeth,Ryugu

simplyreplied,“…Youtwowaithere.Also,trytoseeiftheotherscanbesaved.”

Followingthat,Gerald,Fujiko,andRyuguquicklycaughtupwiththeoldman.

TheYamashitaslivedatthefootofthebarrenmountain.Thoughthevillageitselfseemedratherancient,

therewerestillanumberofmodernlookingvillasandmanorsaround…

Eventuallystoppingbeforeasmallmanor,theoldmanthenpushedthewoodendooropenwhilesaying,

“Please,comein.”

Noddinginresponse,allthreeofthemthenenteredandbeganlookingaround.Honestly,theentire

areafeltrather….Westonlike,atleastinatraditionalsense.Beforethem,wasawooden-pavedpath,

withpondsandplantsonbothsides.Attheendofthecourtyard,thetrioweregreetedbythesightofa



rowofhousesthateachlookedtobeatleastafewdecadesold.

Astheywerewalkingon,theoldmanplacedhiswrinkledhandstogetherwhileasking,“…Correctmeif

I’mwrong,butyou’retheyoungmistressoftheFutabafamily,right?”

Noddinginresponse,shesimplyreplied,“Iam.IgobyFutabaFujiko!”

Chucklinginresponse,theoldmanthencheerfullysaid,“Soitreallyisyou!Youknow,whenyourfather

lastbroughtyouhere,youwerejustthistall…Youreallyhavegrowntobeabeauty!”

Watchingastheoldmangesturedtotheheightofachild,thesurprisedFujikowhohadneverheardof

herfathercontactingtheYamashitasbeforecouldn’thelpbutask,“You’ve…metmyfatherbefore…?”

“Ofcourse,Ihave!Thoughthatwasquitealongtimeago…”repliedtheoldmanashenoddedwhile

smiling,clearlyreminiscingaboutthepast…
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ThoughRyuguwhohadheardtheentireconversationdidn’tsayanything,hewasnowsurerthanever

thattheonewhohadsavedFujikotheotherdaywasaYamashitaninja…

Regardless,itwasn’tlongafterbeforeallfourofthemwereseatedaroundatable.

Astheoldmanbeganservingthemsometea,RyuguwhowassittingoppositeofGeraldandFujiko

couldn’thelpbutglareattheoddlyrelaxedduo.Afterall,withhowcloseGeraldnowwastohim,he

could’veeasilykilledhimbynow!However,sincetherewasaYamashitainvolved,Ryuguknewbetter

thantoactrecklessly…

Eitherway,onceallofthemwereserved,theoldmansatcross-leggedandsippedsometeabefore

asking,“Nowthen…Whatgrudgesdobothyourfamilieshavethatresultedinyoucomingheretosettle



things…?”

Thesecondheheardthat,Ryuguimmediatelysaid,“Twoofmyfamily’ssmallteamleadershavegone

missingandaremostprobablybeinglockedupintheFutabamanor!Withthatinmind,Ichasedthem

allthewayheretodemandanexplanation!”

“Beforethat,whydon’tyoutelluswhyyourassassinssneakedintothemanorwiththeintentofkilling

me?”repliedGeraldwithasmile.

“Youhavenoproofthattheyweretryingtoassassinateyou!I’mwarningyou,EndoandIzumiarehighly

reputablefiguresinmyfamily!Withthatsaid,ifyoudarelayafingeronthem,you’llbefacingthefull

wrathoftheHanyus!NoteventheFutabaswillbeabletoprotectyouthen!Nowhandthembacktome

ifyoudon’twishforacalamitytobefallyou!”growledRyugu.

“SpeakingoftheFutabas,whyexactlydidyourfamilyattempttoassassinateMissFujikobackthen?

WhileI’mawareofthefeudbetweenyourfamiliesthat’slastedforafewcenturiesbynow,Ialsoknow

thattheHanyusandFutabashaven’tcontactedeachotherforquiteawhile.Withthatsaid,don’tyou

thinkallthisstemmedfromthefactthatyoutriedassassinatingMissFujikointhefirstplace?”replied

Geraldashenarrowedhiseyes.

“Gentlemen,areyouturningmyhomeintoacourtroomnow?”saidtheoldmanoutoftheblueashe

chuckledheartily.

“…Isthatnotwhyyoucalledusover?Tosettlethisdisputeforus…?”askedthepuzzledRyuguwho

would’vekilledGeraldbynowhadtheoldmannotintervened.

“Ineversaidthat.Look,iftheFutabasandHanyusfightwithinmyterritory,thenthere’lldefinitelybe

casualtiesthatI’llbeunabletoexplaintobothyourfamilies!”repliedtheoldmanasheshookhishead

withasmile.

Momentarilyleftspeechless,Ryuguquicklysnappedoutofitbeforeasking,“…That’sit?Then…Whydid



youtellustoelaborateonourconflictsinthefirstplace?”

“Iwasjustcurious.Ineverexpectedallthistostemfromsuchtrivialthings!”repliedtheoldmanashe

wavedhishand.

“There’snothingtrivialaboutallthis,oldman!Twoassassinsfrommyfamilyhavegoneofftheradar

becauseofhim!Withthatsaid,Idemandthathehandthembacktome,unharmed!”yelledRyuguashe

pointedatGerald.

Geraldhimselfremainedcalm,quietlystaringatRyuguasheponderedtheoldman’swords.

Hadtheoldmanreallynotwantedtheretobeanycasualties,thenheshould’vesteppedinbefore

Geraldkilledthoseotherassassinsearlier.Withthatinmind,whyhadheonlysteppedinonceRyugu

beganattacking?
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ThoughGeraldfeltthattheoldman’sreasoningclearlyhadholesinit,hechosenottosayawordfirst.

Afterall,evenifthingsdidgosouth,heknewhewouldstillbeabletoprotectFujiko.

“Look,I’mjustanoutsiderinallthis,soIcan’tsettleyourissues.Withthatsaid,ifyoustillwishtofight,

doitoutsidetheYamashitafamily’sterritory.WhileIwon’tmeddleonceyou’renolongerhere,aslong

asyouremain,Iforbidyoufromcontinuingtobrawl.DoIhavemyselfclear?”repliedtheoldmanrather

threateninglybeforealternatinghisgazebetweenGeraldandRyugu…

“…Gotit,”mutteredRyuguwhoknewthathedidn’treallyhaveachoicebuttoagree.

“Good.Nowthatthat’soutoftheway,whydon’tallofyouaccompanythisoldmanforafewcupsof



tea?Sincewerarelyleavethisplaceandwehardlyevergetanyvisitors,I’dliketoknowwhat’sbeen

happeningintheoutsideworld…Ofcourse,ifyou’dliketoleavefirst,Ihavenoissuewiththateither,”

repliedtheoldmanasherefilledtheircups.

Uponhearingthat,GeraldturnedtolookatFujikobeforeasking,“Areyouinanyhurry?”

“Notatall…Afterallthat’shappened,I’dliketoresthereforabit…”repliedFujikowhohadafeeling

thatGeraldhadsomethinginmind,assheplayedalong.

Noddinginsatisfaction,theoldmanthenturnedtofaceRyuguandadded,“Andwhataboutyou?”

“I…I’m…innohurryeither…”growledRyuguashedesperatelytriedtomaintainacalmfaçade.

Naturally,heunderstoodthatifheleftnow,Geraldcouldeasilyescapelateron!Whatmore,since

Geraldalreadyknewthathewasbeingtargeted,corneringhimagainwouldsurelybedifficult…Waiting

atthefringesoftheYamashita’sterritorywasn’taviableoptioneithersincewhoknowshowlongthose

twowouldstallfortimeinhere…

Withthatinmind,allhecoulddowaswaitheretillGeraldfinallydecidedtoleave…Oncethatb*stard

left,hewouldsimplyfollowafterandimmediatelymakehismoveoncetheywerebeyondthe

Yamashitafamily’sterritory…

Laughingheartily,theoldmanthensaid,“Well,then!Howpleasingtohear!Ittrulyhasbeentoolong

sincewe’velasthadvisitorsfromtheoutside!”

Whilehewasannoyedtohearthat,Ryugumadesuretoforceasmile…

Followingthat,timepassedratherslowly…Bythetimetheyweredonewiththeirfifthpotoftea,the

skywasalreadydarkeningoutside…



ToRyugu’sannoyance,however,Geralddidn’tseemlikehewaskeenonleavingatall!Withthatinmind,

heknewhehadnochoicebuttocallTakeshiandupdatehimonthesituation…

ThesecondRyuguexcusedhimselfandlefttheroom,theoldmanimmediatelygesturedforGeraldto

comeovertohim.

Seeingthat,Geraldinchedabitcloserbeforeaskingwithasmile,“IsthereanythingIcanhelpyou

with?”

“Indeed…Bothofyoucanleavethroughthebackdoornow…Shortlyafter,youshouldbumpinto

someonewho’llthenleadyoutoacarthatI’vepreparedinadvance…”whisperedtheoldmanina

somewhatrusticWestondialect.

Slightlywideninghiseyes,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsay,“You’re…fromWeston…?”

PattingGeraldontheshoulder,theoldmansimplyreplied,“Thisisn’tthetimetobetalkingaboutthis.

Regardless,onceyou’redonewithyourbusiness,returntothisplaceandI’llgiveyouafurther

explanation.Nowleave…”

Noddinginresponse,Geraldthensaid,“…Noted.Thankyou,elder…”

ThoughGeraldwasn’tparticularlyafraidofRyugu,Fujikostillhadacompetitiontoattend…
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Still,tothinkthattheoldmanwasactuallyaWestoner!WhileGeraldhadnoideawhatwasgoingonin

theoldman’smind,hehadafeelingthattheelderdidn’thaveanybadintentionstowardthem…

Withthat,GeraldandFujikothenleftthroughthebackandtrueenough,someonewastherewaitingfor



them.

Afteraquickbow,themanthenbeganwalkingalongthebarrenmountain,promptingGeraldandFujiko

tofollowafter.Nottoolonglater,thetriocameacrossacar,justastheoldmanhadsaid.

HandingGeraldthecarkeys,themanthenrespectfullysaid,“Dotakethiscar,Mr.Crawford.After

drivingforwardforabit,you’llseethemainroadagain.”

“Thankyou,”repliedGeraldwithoutsayinganythingelse.Afterall,itwasalreadynearingduskandthey

neededatleastfourhourstogettothecompetitionvenue.Iftheywereunlucky,Fujiko’stardiness

couldverywellaffectherfinalresults…

Withthatinmind,uponenteringthecar,Geraldimmediatelysteppedonthegas…

Afterdrivingforabit,Fujikocouldnolongerholdhercuriosityback.LookingatGerald,shewas

promptedtoask,“So…WhatexactlyisyourrelationshipwiththeYamashitas…?”

Chucklinginresponse,GeraldwhohadnoideawhotheoldmanfromWestonwasorwhyhedecidedto

helpthemsimplyshookhisheadashereplied,“Truthbetold,thisisthefirsttimeI’vemethim.”

“…Comeagain?Youdon’tknoweachother?”mutteredtheconfusedFujiko.

“Notatall.Withthatinmind,I’mcomingbackhereoncethecompetitionisover,justtogetafew

thingssortedout,”repliedGeraldashehabituallyattemptedtogetacigarette.However,remembering

Fujiko’sadvice,hemanagedtorefrainfromdoingso.

“…Isee…Still,Ididn’tthinkthatthere’dbeaWestonerwithintheYamashitafamily…Whatmore,he’s

apparentlymetmyfatherbefore…Thoughhesoundedlikehewasquitefamiliarwithdad,Iwasnever

toldanythingaboutthisbefore…”mutteredFujikoasthequestionscontinuedpilingup.



“Thenlet’sfindoutmoreaboutallthistogetheroncethecompetitionisover,”repliedGeraldwhowas

justascuriousastowhytheoldmanhaddecidedtohelpthem.

…

MovingbacktoRyugu,afterendingthecallthattookapproximatelytenminutes,hereenteredthe

houseonlytomomentarilyfreezewhenherealizedthatGeraldandFujikowerenolongerthere!

Uponhearingthat,theoldmantookalongsipoftea…Andoncethecupwasempty,heturnedtoface

Ryugubeforereplying,“Hmm?Theyjustleft.”

“They…What…?!”growledRyuguwho’sexpressioninstantlyturnedugly.Haditnotbeenforthefact

thathedidn’twishtooffendtheYamashitas,hewould’vealreadybeatenupthisoldman…!

“Indeed.Isthereaproblemwiththat?Afterall,theyaren’texactlyboundtomyfamily.Ican’tstop

themfromleaving,”repliedtheoldmanrathernonchalantly.

“…That…”mutteredRyuguashisvoicetrailedoff.Afterall,theoldman’swordsmadesense.Intheend,

hewastheonetoblameformakingthatphonecallearlier.Becauseofthat,GeraldandFujikofound

theirchancetoflee…

Nowunderstandingthatthiswashisowndoing,Ryugutookafewdeepbreathsbeforecalmlyasking,

“…Thentellme,howexactlydidtheyleaveandwherearetheyheadedto?”

WhenRyuguhadbeenmakinghiscallinthecourtyard,hehadn’tseenanyonewalkoutthefrontdoor.

Thehousewasn’texactlylargeeither,sothetwoofthemhidinginsidetillheleftwasoutofthe

question…
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“Theyleftthroughthebackdoor,thoughtheydidn’ttellmewheretheywereheadedto,”repliedthe

oldmanasheshookhishead.

Nowunderstandingthathewouldn’tfindoutwheretheyhadgonetonomatterhowmuchheasked,

Ryuguimmediatelysaid,“Pardonme,butI’llbetakingmyleavenow!”

Asheleftthehouse,hefiguredthatintheend,GeraldandFujikowouldstillendupparticipatinginthe

specialforcescompetition.Withthatinmind,heknewthathisbestbetwastoputthemasidefornow…

Afterall,thoughhewastheleaderoftheHanyu’sassassinationdepartment,hewasn’ttookeenon

disruptingtheactivitiesofthewardepartment.Whatmore,sincethecompetitionwasinternational,

specialforcesfromallovertheglobewouldbepresent.Becauseofthat,ifhecreatedamessthere,it’d

surelycausehisfamilyagreatdealoftrouble…

Still,thoughhefailedtocaptureGeraldthistime,thetripwasn’tacompletedisappointment.Afterall,

henowknewthatEndoandIzumireallywereintheFutabamanor.

Whatmore,sincetheoldmanhadallowedGeraldandFujikotoleave,hewasnowprettysurethatthe

YamashitashadaspecialrelationshipwiththeFutabas.ThefactthatTakuyaandamuchyoungerFujiko

hadmettheoldmanbeforecertainlysolidifiedthattheory.

Puttingallthisintoconsideration,RyugunowbelievedthattheonewhohadinterceptedSaburo’s

assassinationattemptmusthavebeenoneoftheYamashita’sninjas…

Withthatinmind,Ryugufoundhimselffeelingmuchbetter.Afterall,ifallthiswastrue,thenhewas

surethatGeraldandtheotherswouldn’tdaretokillEndoandIzumi.Theirdeathswouldbeequivalent

todeclaringwarontheHanyus,afterall,andRyuguwasprettysurethatthecurrentFutabaswouldn’t

daretodosomethingthatdrastic.

Whateverthecasewas,hesoonfoundhimselfreturningtothespotwherehehadfirstfoughtGerald.

UponseeingGerald’sSUVandallhisdeadmenwhowerestilllyingontheground,Ryugucouldn’thelp

butsigh.



RealizingthatRyuguhadreturned,Takeshithenrantowardhimbeforeasking,“Huh?Weren’tyou

planningtowaitthere,leader?Whyhaveyouleftsosoonafter?Coulditbethatyou’vealreadykilled

Gerald?”

“…They’veescaped,”repliedRyuguasheshookhishead.Thoughhehadinitiallyplannedontakinghis

angeroutonTakeshi,hechangedhismindatthelastsecond.

Regardless,Takeshi’seyesimmediatelywidenedashesaid,“…H-huh…?”

“…Let’snottalkaboutthisfirst.Eitherway,didnoneofthemsurvive…?”repliedRyuguashewavedhis

hand.Healreadyhadaplantodealwithallthis,sohereallydidn’twanttobringdownhismoodagain

bytalkingaboutallthis.

“Unfortunately,noneofthemsurvived…Well,exceptfortheonewhowasstillstandingwhenwecame

overearlier.You!Explainallthathappenedtotheleader!”calledoutTakeshiashelookedatthe

assassinwhosurvived.

“Leader!MynameisKenshiro,andasforGerald…he’smonstrouslystrong…!Inbarelyafewseconds,

hehadkilledalloftheseman…!Allofthemdiedinasinglestrike,anditallhappenedsoquicklythat

noneofuscouldevenfightback!Hadbothofyouarrivedafewsecondslater,there’sahighchancethat

Iwould’vebeenkilledtoo…!”reportedtheshiveringmanafterwalkinguptoRyugu.

“…What?Injustafewseconds?Andnoneofyouwereevenabletofightback…?”mutteredthe

flabbergastedRyugu.ThoughheknewthatGeraldhadprobablykilledthemquickly,afewsecondswas

simplytoomuch…!

Still,thismanwouldn’tlietohim,andRyuguknewthatforafactWiththatinmind,Gerald’scapabilities

weremoreterrifyingthanhecouldeverimagine…Hell,nowthatheknewallthis,Ryuguwonderedifhe

wasevenamatchforGeraldanymore…
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“…That’s…Howonearthcouldhebethatfast…?”mutteredTakeshiwhowasalsoindisbelief.

“Iwouldn’tlieaboutsuchthingstoyou,captain…!IswearonmylifethatGeraldreallyisthatstrong…!”

vowedthefrightenedKenshiroashepattedhischestreassuringly.

“…Ibelieveyou,”repliedRyugu,whoknewthatKenshirohadnoreasontolie.Besides,afterbattling

Geraldearlier,Kenshiro’swordsdidn’tfeelallthatfarfetchedanymore…

“…Still,tothinkthatthere’dbesomeonesomonstrouslystrong…”mutteredTakeshiashetookadeep

breath.Gerald’scapabilitiesweresimplytooworldshattering…

ThoughRyuguwasthinkingthesamething,hedidn’tshowit.Afterall,asleader,hehadtoremaincalm

beforehismen.Withthat,hewaspromptedtosay,“…Regardless,let’sputallthisasidefirstandhead

back.”

Noddinginagreement,theothertwothengotintothecarsandbeganreturningtotheHanyumanor,

leavingthecorpsesbehind…

ItwasaboutthreehourslaterwhenGeraldfinallystoppedthecarinfrontofthecompetitionvenue.

Thesecondtheygotoutofthecar,MasterGhostandAidenimmediatelyranovertogreetthem.

UponseeingFujiko,Aidensmiledbrightlyashesaid,“Apleasuretomeetyou,sister-in-law!”

“Don’tjustcallherthat!”grumbledGeraldashesmackedthebackofAiden’shead.

Fujikoherselfimmediatelyblushedasshesaid,“I-I’mnotinsucharelationshipwithGerald!”



Whileshewasactuallyflatteredtohearthat,shewaswellawarethatGeralddidn’tlikethat,soshe

simplywentalongwithGerald.

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenlookedaroundforafewsecondsbeforesaying,“…Yougoaheadandget

somerestfirst.IhavesomethingstotalktothemaboutSpeakingofwhich,keepinmindthatwe’re

livingquiteclosetoyou,soifanythinghappens,I’llbethereinajiffy.Thenagain,Idon’treallythink

they’llcomelookingfortroublehere.”

Noddinginresponse,Fujikothenreplied,“Alright…Youguysgoonaheadtoo,then.”

Withthatoutoftheway,GeraldplacedhishandsaroundMasterGhostandAiden’sshoulderswhile

saying,“Let’sheadtoourplace,then!”

Unlikelasttime,thetraininggroundsthistimeweremuchbetterandmoreformal.Withinthemassive

openspace,wasafieldthattookupathirdoftheareaandseveralotherdesignatedareas.Rightinfront

oftheopenspace,ontheotherhand,wererowsofsixstorybuildings.Sincemostoftheroomswerelit

up,itwasevidentthatthemajorityoftheparticipantshadarrivedWhateverthecasewas,nowthat

theywerefinallytogetheragain,Geraldtookthechancetoask,“So…what’sthesituationlike?”

Thoughhehadcalledthemfrequently,heknewbetterthantotalkaboutsuchsensitivedetailsoverthe

phone.

“Well,thingshaveprettymuchremainedthesame…Thepeoplewhokepttryingtoinvestigatethecase

eventuallystoppedtryingandeversinceAdlerdied,noneoftheotherYanamparticipantsdaredto

comelookingfortrouble,”whisperedAiden.

“Indeed…Speakingofwhich,haveyoufoundoutwhichfamilytheassassinscomefrom?Itriedsnooping

aroundbutgotnothingintheend,”askedMasterGhost.

“There’snoneedtofurtherinvestigate.WenowknowthattheassassinsbelongtotheHanyufamily,”

repliedGerald.



Noddinginresponse,MasterGhostthensaid,“Isee…Also,haveyouconfirmedwhetherthey’re

descendantsoftheSeadomtribe?”
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“I’mprettysuretheyare,thoughIhaven’tbeenabletobringitlipwiththemsincetheirfamilyhasbeen

plaguedwithtroubleslately.Still,onceIsettlealltheirproblems,Ihaveafeelingtheywon’tattemptto

hideitanymorewhenIask,”repliedGeraldwithasigh,wonderingwhenhewouldbeabletosolveall

theFutabafamily’sissues.Still,forthesakeofhisparentswhowerestillstuckonYearningIsland,

Geraldknewbetterthantocomplain.

“Well,I’mhonestlyjustpleasedthatit’sconfirmed.Afterall,thismeansthatourtriptoJapanhasbeen

worthit,”saidMasterGhostashesighedwithrelief.

Soonenough,theyarrivedattheirbuildingandbeganwalkingupstairs.Naturally,Aidenhadmadesure

toapplyforaroomthathadthreeroomsfromthewardepartment,andoncetheyentered,he

immediatelyclosedthedoorbehindthem.

Sincethereweresomanyspecialforcesinthetrainingground,thetrioknewthattheyhadtobe

extremelycarefulwiththeirwordstoavoidgettingthemselvesintotrouble.Withthatinmind,itwasno

wonderwhytheyimmediatelyfoundthemselvesmorerelaxednowthattheyhadenteredaprivatearea.

Regardless,afterpouringhimselfaglassofwatertoquenchhisthirst,Geraldwaspromptedtosay,“You

know,oncethecompetitionisover,IplantoletyoutwostayintheFutabamanor.”

“Are…yousayingitcouldbedangeroustoliveelsewhere…?”askedAidenwhoasaspecialforcesagent

sawwhereGeraldwascomingfrom.

“Prettymuch.NowthattheFutabashaveoffendedboththeKanagawasandHanyus,I’msuretrouble

willbeimminent.I’mparticularlyworriedaboutthatassassinfamilymakingamoveonbothofyouonce

theyfindoutaboutourrelationship.Ireallydon’twantwhathappenedbackinYanamtorepeatagain,



soit’sbestthatyoujuststaywithmeintheFutabamanor.Bydoingso,eveniftheenemiesattemptto

attack,I’llatleastbecloseenoughtoprotectyouintime,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

Hearingthat,MasterGhostimmediatelyreplied,“We’llgo.Don’tworry,Gerald,wewon’tholdyouback

morethanweneedto!”

MasterGhost,forone,knewhowimportantitwasforeverythingtogoperfectlyinorderforGerald’s

parentstoeventuallybesaved…

Chucklingasheshookhishead,Geraldwhodidn’twanttheatmospheretobecomesolemnrightoffthe

batthensaid,“It’snotthatserious…Butyes,I’dreallyappreciateitifyoustayattheFutabamanorfor

thetimebeing.”

“Gotit!”repliedAidenashenoddedrepeatedly.

Withthatoutoftheway,GeralddecidednottoshareanythingelseatthemomentAfterall,hedidn’t

reallywanttoaddmorepressureontothemifheknewthathewasgoingtobeabletosolvetheissues

alone.Besides,hehadalreadytoldthemwhatthemainissueswere.Nowthattheyknewwhatto

expect,hopefullytheywouldn’tpanictoomuchifthingswentawry…

Shortlyafter,Aidenheadedtothecanteentogetsomefoodforthem.Innotimeflat,thetriofound

themselveshavingtheirdinnerinthelivingroom.

Whileeating,Geraldfeltthatitwasasgoodatimeasanytostartdetailingwhathadhappenedwhilehe

wasstayingattheFutabamanor.Healsotoldthemwhathewasplanningtodoafterallthis…

MovingbacktoRyugu,he,Takeshi,andKenshirosoonarrivedattheHanyumanor.Uponarriving,they

immediatelyheadedtothepatriarch’sroom…

SuijinhimselfwashavinghisdinnerwhenRyugusuddenlyburstintohisroom.Raisingaslightbrow,he



thenwatchedasRyuguwalkedclosertohimbeforeloweringhisheadandwhispering,“Somethinghuge

hashappened,patriarch…!”

“Goon…”repliedSuijinashefrowned.

AfterlisteningtoRyugu’sreportofthecurrentsituation,Suijin’sfaceendedupgettingsogloomythatin

theend,hecouldn’thelpbuttosshischopstickstothefloorwhileyelling,“Godd*mnit…!You’retelling

mewelostadozenassassins?!”

Grittinghisteeth,Suijinknewthattherewouldbelosses,thoughheneverimaginedtheretobethis

many.Eachassassininhisfamilyhadbeencultivatedwithgreateffort.Nowthathehadlostsomanyof

themsoquickly,evenSuijinasthefamilypatriarchwasunabletobearit…InvisibleRichMan
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“It’smyfault..!I’msosorry,patriarch!”declaredRyuguasheloweredhishead.

Shakinghishead,Suijinsimplyreplied,“It’snotyourfault.We’vejustunderestimatedGerald’s

capabilities.Still,thatmanreallyhasmonstrouscapabilities…HowonearthdidtheFutabasgettoknow

suchastrongindividual…?Andwhoexactlyishe?Allweknowisthathe’saWestoner.However,that

doesn’texplainwhyhe’ssowillingtohelptheFutabas…”

“Whilewestillaren’tclearabouthisidentity,IhaveafeelingthatGerald’sonlydoingallthisbecausehe

hasaspecialrelationshipwithFutaba…Otherthanthat,Ireallycan’tthinkofanythingelse…”replied

RyuguwhowashonestlyfeelingrelievedthatSuijinwasn’tplacingtheblameonhim.

“…Thatdoesn’tseemright.Didn’tFutabasignamarriagecontractwithKai?”repliedSuijinwithafrown.

Thecomplicatedrelationshipsamongthesepeopleweregivinghimaheadache.

“…CouldKaihavefoundoutaboutGeraldandFujiko’srelationship?Itdoesexplainwhyheorderedus



toassassinateGerald…”mutteredRyuguwhoknewthatsuchincidentshappenedallthetimeamong

thelargerfamilies.

“Thenthathasnothingtodowithus.MovingbacktoGerald,asidefromthefactthathe’scapable

enoughtokilldozensofourassassins,haveyoufoundanythingelsethat’swrongwithhim?”asked

Suijin,seeminglyonlyinterestedinGerald.

“…Nowthatyoumentionit,thereisonethingthatcomestomind!”repliedRyugu.

“Good.Butbeforethat,getsomeseatsforheaven’ssake!Thethreeofyoujuststandingtherearegiving

meaheadache!”grumbledSuijinashegesturedforhisservantstoclearhistablebeforepointingata

fewchairsthathadbeenplacednearthewall.

Hearingthat,Kenshiroimmediatelynoddedashesaid,“Thankyou,patriarch!”

Followingthat,hebroughtthreechairsoverandonlydaredtositonceRyuguandTakeshihaddoneso…

Regardless,nowthattheywereseated,Ryuguclearedhisthroatbeforesaying,“…Yousee,Ihavea

feelingthatGerald…Well,heandalltheFutabasaresecretlyrelatedtotheYamashitas.”

“…Areyoutalkingabouttheoneslivingneartheextinctvolcano?”repliedSuijinwhowasfrowningonce

more.

“Indeed.Yousee,aftertailingGeraldandFutabaintotheYamashitaterritory,theoldmanthatI

previouslymentionedinvitedustohishometohavesometea.AfterGeraldstalledforquitesometime,

IeventuallyhadtocallTakeshitoupdatehimonthesituation.However,bythetimeIreturned,thetwo

hadalreadyleft!Sincetheyleftusingthebackdoor,Ihaveafeeling

ThattheoldmanwassecretlyhelpingthemwhileIwaspreoccupied!”grumbledRyuguasheslammed

hisfistonthetable,knowingthathiscarelessnesshadresultedinGeraldescapinghisgraspagain…



“Whatonearthisevenhappeninganymore…WhydotheyevenhaveconnectionswiththeYamashitas?

Andwhoexactlyisthisoldmanyoukeeptalkingabout?”mutteredtheconfusedSuijin.

“Well,wedon’tknowmuchabouthim,thoughhedoesappeartobeaYamashitainhiseighties…

Regardless,asfarasIknow,hehadapparentlybeenwatchingmeandGeraldfightforquiteawhile.Had

henotdisarmedmewithhisshurikenbackthen,Icould’vesurelyendedGeraldrightthereandthem…!”

growledRyugu,angrywithhimselfthathehadn’tattackedGeraldagainimmediatelyafter.

Rubbinghisforehead,Yamashitacouldn’thelpbutsay,“Howtrulyodd…AsfarasIknow,the

Yamashitashaveneverhadanyconnectionswithotherfamilies…”

“…Speakingofwhich,thereisonethingthathesaidthatIfindinteresting…Backwhenwefirstentered

hishome,theoldmantoldFutabathathehadoncemetherwhenshewasstillachild,”repliedRyugu

asherecalledthatscene…
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“…You’resayingtheFutabashavebeenincontactwiththeYamashitasforthatlong…?”repliedSuijin

whowasrightfullysurprised.Afterall,thoughthetwofamilieshadn’thadanyconflictindecades,allthe

patriarchsoftheHanyufamilySuijinincludedhadmadesuretosecretlyandconsistentlykeeptabson

theFutaba.Withthatinmind,howhadallthepreviouspatriarchsfailedtofindoutaboutthis?

“…Withthatsaid,shouldwestillmakeamoveontheFutabas…?Afterall,nowthatweknowthatthey

haveagoodrelationshipwiththeYamashitas,wecan’tjustcausetheFutabasallwilly-nillyanymore…”

mutteredRyuguwhowashonestlygettingalittleworried.

Afterall,theYamashitaswereexceedinglystrong.Truthbetold,hewonderedwhetherhewouldeven

beamatchforthatshurikenthrowingoldmaniftheygotintoaseriousbattle…

Eitherway,afterthinkingaboutitforawhile,Suijineventuallysaid,“…Forthetimebeing,let’snot

makeanyfurthermovesontheFutabas.”



“Verywell!However,aboutGerald…Kai’sbeenpushingmetokillhim,statingthathe’llpersonallycall

youifGeraldisn’tdeadwithinaweek.Fourdayshavepassedsincethen…”repliedRyugu.

“Don’tbotherabouthim.Asecondgenerationkidlikehimcouldneverthreatenus,”sneeredSuijinwho

hadneverreallyhighlyregardedtheKanagawasdespitetheirimmensestatusinJapan.

“Understood!”repliedRyugu,feelingmuchmorerelaxednow.WithwhatSuijinhadjustsaid,Ryugu

knewthathecouldfinallyhandleKaithenexttimethatbratcalledhimagain.

“Nowthatallthatisoutoftheway,let’sputeverythingasideforthetimebeing.I’mabittired…Before

youleave,IemphasizethatuntilwelearnmoreabouttheFutabaandYamashita’srelationship,nobody

isallowedtomakeamoveonthatfamily!ThisincludesmakingamoveagainstGerald!”saidSuijinashe

lookedatallthreeofthem.

Hearingthat,thetrioimmediatelynoddedwithoutsayinganotherword…

Fastforwardtothenextmorning,GeraldandMasterGhostcouldbeseenaccompanyingAidentothe

traininggroundafterhavingtheirbreakfastforonelastpracticesessionbeforethecompetition.

Nottoofarfromthem,wasJapan’sownspecialforcesteam,whichmeantthatFujikowasthere.

LookingattheuniformFujikowaswearing,thoughitmadeherlooklessenchantingcomparedtothe

otheroutfitshehadseenherin,thegirlnowappearedextremelysmartandvaliant,whichwasquitea

goodlookonher.

RealizingthatGeraldwasstaringatFujiko,Aidencouldn’thelpbutsmilesmuglyasheasked,“Say…who

areyoulookingatsointently,brotherGerald?”



SmackingthebackofAiden’shead,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Stopplayingaroundandgotrainalready…”

ChucklinginresponseAidenthenrubbedthebackofhisheadashesaid,“WhileIhaven’tinteracted

muchwithMissFujiko,sheclearlylikesyou,brotherGerald.Sinceshe’samemberoftheSeadomtribe,

you’llsurelygettolearnaboutthesecretsofYearningIslandinnotime!”

“SpoutanymorenonsenseandMasterGhostandIareleaving,”grumbledGeraldwithaslightfrown…
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Chucklingashescratchedthebackofhishead,Aidenquicklyreplied,“Alright,alright,I’llstop…”

Shakinghishead,GeraldthenlookedatMasterGhostbeforesaying,“Thatkidreallylikestomakefunof

me”

Gerald,forone,hadknownAidenforthelongesttime,sohedidn’tmindjokingaroundwithhim.Even

whensmackingthebackofAiden’shead,Geraldmadesurenottouseanyforce.

“You’retellingme!He’sbeenmakingfunofmetheentiretimeinyourabsence,youknow?”replied

MasterGhostwithalaugh.Trueenough,throughoutthepasttendays,hehadgottentoknowAidenso

wellthattheycouldnowprettymuchfreelytalkaboutanything.

Astheycontinuedtalking,afewindividualswearingtheJapanesearmy’suniformquicklybeganwalking

overtoGerald.Noticingthem,Geraldsawthatoneofthemwasholdingontoadocumentfolderandthe

otherswerecarryingvideorecordingequipment.

Oncetheywerecloseenough,oneofthemenimmediatelysaid,“Pardonme,butareyouGerald

Crawford?I’mNodaIchiro,andI’maninvestigatorfortheJapanesearmy.Withthatsaid,I’mhereto

investigatethedisappearanceofAdlerLightbodythattookplaceabouteightdaysago.Ihopeyou’ll

cooperatewithusinthisinvestigation!”



“Sure,”repliedGeraldasbenarrowedhiseyesslightlywhilenodding.

“Again…?What’swrongwithyoupeople?I’vetoldyoutimeandagainthatAdler’sdisappearancehas

nothingtodowithus!DoyouthinkweWestonersarepushoversorsomething?”grumbledAidenashe

angrilymarchedover.

“Notatall,sir!Still,everyonekeepssayingthatAdlerhadanargumentwithyoubeforehewentmissing!

We’resimplyinvestigatingthebestwecaninhopesoffindinghim!Withthatsaid,ifweeventuallyfind

outthatnoneofyouwereinvolved,notonlywillweceasetobotheryou,butwe’llalsoissueaformal

apology!”repliedtheinvestigatorswhoknewforafactthattheseWestonersweren’teasytomesswith.

However,sinceaforeignspecialforcesagenthadgonemissingontheirland,thearmycouldn’tjust

pretendasifnothinghadhappened.Eveniftheycouldn’tfindanything,theyknewtheywerepretty

muchforcedtocontinueinvestigatinginordertofinallybeabletogiveaproperexplanationtoYanam…

“Now,now,Aiden,they’rejustaskingustocooperatewiththeirinvestigation.Regardless,sincewe

didn’tdoanything,IbelievethatthesebrothersoftheJapanesearmywon’tjustslanderme,right?”said

GeraldashepattedAidenontheshoulder.

Thoughthiskidwasslightlyimpulsiveanddidn’talwaysthinkbeforehespoke,hecouldtellthatAiden

wassincerelyworriedforhim.Hewasarare,goodfriend…

Hearingthat,Ichiroquicklynoddedbeforeadding,“He’sright!We’rejustinvestigatinginaccordance

withourprocedures.Vifiththatsaid,pleasehaveacigaretteasweheadtotheinterrogationroomfora

while,Mr.Crawford.”

“Leadtheway,”repliedGeraldasheacceptedthecigarettebeforelightingit.

AfterwatchingGeraldleavewiththeinvestigators,AidenleanedclosertoMasterGhostbeforeasking,

“…DoyouthinkanythingbadisgoingtohappentobrotherGerald…?”



“Please,you’reseverelyunderestimatinghim!Forgettheseinvestigators,eveniftheentireJapanese

armycomesathim,hewon’tbeafraidintheslightest!Nowspendlesstimeworryingabouthimand

startfocusingongettingabetterrankforWeston!”repliedMasterGhostinacheerfultone.
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Afterall,heknewforafactthatGeraldcouldeasilyhandlethosepeople.

“Evenifyousaythat…Allthecountrieshavesenttheirbestmenovertoparticipate,despitethefact

thatthisisn’tevenanoverlyformalcompetition.Withthatinmind,I’mnotreallysurehowwellI’lldo…

Gettinganaboveaveragerankisgoodenoughforme…”mutteredAidenwhowaswellawarethat

amonghisteammates,hewasn’treallyallthatstrong.

Thoughheborethetitleof‘KingofSoldiers’,hehadearneditfromthemanybattleshehadbeenin.

However,nowthathehadtoabidebytheevent’srulesandregulations,hewasn’tquitesurehowwell

he’dfare.

…

MovingbacktoGerald,hewascurrentlyseatedintheinterrogationroom,hislegscrossedanda

cigaretteinhishand.Withevenacupofteaplacedbeforehim,anyonewhodidn’tknowthatthiswas

aninterrogationroomwould’vesurelythoughtthatGeraldwashereasaguest…

Regardless,afterclearinghisthroat,IchiroturnedtolookatGeraldbeforeasking,“Nowthen…Could

youelaboratealittleaboutyourconflictwithMr.Adler,Mr.Crawford?”

“It’snothingserious,really…BackwhenIwasinYanamsometimeago,Igotinto‘abitoftrouble’.I’m

assumingthatAdlercamelookingformetogetrevenge,”repliedGeraldashepuffedonhiscigarette.

“Isee…Didyoumeethimbeforehedisappeared…?”askedIchiroashejottedeverythingdown.Asfor

whatGeraldhaddoneinYanam,hisactionsweresoimpactfulthatevenIchirocouldmoreorlessguess

whatGeraldhaddonethere.



“OfcourseIdid.Afterall,hecamelookingfortroublewithuswithsomanyotherspecialforcesagents,”

repliedGeraldinacasualtone.

“I’mtalkingaboutthenighthewentmissing,”specifiedIchiro.

“Ah,wellthat’sano.Whilehedidyellprofanitiesatusfromoutsideourdoor,wepaidhimnonotice.I,

forone,wassleepingatthetime,thoughIheardfromAidenthatheeventuallykickedoutdoorbefore

leavingItwasthenextmorningwhenIactuallylearnedthathehaddisappeared,”explainedGerald

whileshakinghishead.

“Youreallydidn’tgooutside…?”askedIchiroashestaredintentlyatGerald.

Asaninvestigator,hewasanexpertatstudyingbodylanguageandfacialexpressions.Withthatinmind,

hewasprettymuchalivingliedetector.However,uptillthispoint,Geraldhadbeenactingsonormally

thathereallycouldn’tfindanythingwrongwiththeindividual.

“Ididn’t.Afterall,IknewthatifIwentout,I’dsurelygetintoafightwithhim.ThelastthingIwanted

wastocauseanunnecessaryruckus,yousee.Honestly,whileI’mcuriousabouthisdisappearance,I

won’tliethatI’mgratefulforthat.Afterall,hewon’tbetroublingmeagainanytimesoon,”replied

Geraldasheshrugged.

“Yousaythat,butwestillneedtocarefullyinvestigatethis!Afterall,he’saforeignparticipantandwe’ll

havetotakeresponsibilityforhisdisappearance!HowelsearewegoingtoexplainallthistotheYanam

army?Itdoesn’thelpthatYanam’salreadyelectedCarterLucabtobetheirarmy’snewleader!Though

theyusuallysayanewbroomsweepsclean,I’mafraidthatthisincidentisn’tgoingtoendthateasily!”

saidIchiroindismayasheplacedhishandstogether.

Throughouthismanyyearsinvestigatingmissingpeoplecases,therewouldalwaysbecluesleftbehind

tosolvethemysteries.Unfortunately,Adlertrulyseemedtohavevanishedintothinair…Hell,haditnot

beenreportedthatAdlerhadgonemissing,nobodywould’veevenknownthatthemanexistedinthe

firstplace!



Regardless,thefactthattheystillhadn’tbeenabletofindasingleclueafterallthistimeirritatedIchiro

tothepointwherehewasn’tabletoeatorsleepproperlyinthepastfewdays…
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ThoughheinitiallyhadhopethatGeraldcouldprovidehimwithsomeusefulinformation,asitturned

out,thissessionhadsimplybeenacompletewasteoftime…

Sighingashestoodup,Ichirothensaid,“…Well,sinceit’scometothis,couldyouleaveyourcontact

numberwithus,Mr.Crawford?Wemaystillneedtotalktoyousomeothertime,thoughrestassured,

wewon’tmakethingsdifficultforyou!”

“Noproblem,”repliedGeraldasheflickedhiscigarettewithasmile.

Oncethatwasdone,Geraldgotuptoleavetheinterrogationroom…However,thesecondhestepped

out,hemomentarilypaused.Therewasafamiliarscentnearby…

Gerald,forone,knewthattheindividualwasacultivator,thoughhecouldn’treallytellwhothescent

belongedtospecifically…Still,heknewheknewthatthiswasthescentofafamiliarperson…Butwho?

Shakinghishead,Geraldeventuallychosenottobothertoomuchaboutit.Afterall,eveniftheperson

wasacultivator,theyweren’texactlyathreattohim.

Besides,aftermeetingsomanycultivators,Geraldknewforafactthatnotallcultivatorswouldbe

hostiletowardhim.Perhapsthiscultivatorwasjustherebycoincidence.

Whateverthecasewas,uponrealizingthatGeraldwasstillstandingthere,Ichirowaspromptedtoask,

“Issomethingwrong,Mr.Crawford?”



Wavinghishand,Geraldthenreplied,“…It’snothing.Justadizzyspell.”

“Isee…Wouldyoulikemetogetsomemedicine?”askedIchiro.

“There’snoneedforthat.Arestshouldfixthis.Eitherway,youcangoaheadwithyourwork,”replied

Geraldwhileshakinghishead.

Bythispoint,thescentwasalreadygone,soGeraldsimplyignoreditfornow…

OncehereunitedwithAiden,however,Geraldattemptedtodetectthescentofthecultivatoragain

usinghisbasicsenses.HerefrainedfromusinghisHerculeanPrimordialSpiritsincehedidn’twantto

exposehiscultivationlevelbeforefindingoutwhotheotherpersonwas.Doingsocouldverywellbring

moreunnecessarytroubletohim.Besides,hestillhadnoideawhetherthestrangerwassimplypassing

byorwashereforhishead…

Still,sinceacultivatorsuddenlyappearedoutofnowhereinJapan,noless,Geraldknewhehadtobea

bitmorecautious,eventhoughhewasn’treallyafraidofthem.

Eitherway,afterashortwhile,MasterGhostwalkedovertohimbeforewhispering,“Gerald,followme

forabit.There’ssomethingIneedtotellyou…”

KnowingthatMasterGhostwouldn’tusethattoneunlessthingswereabsolutelyserious,thenow

vigilantGeraldwaspromptedtoask,“Whatisit?”

Seeingthattherewerequiteafewspecialforcesagentsaround,MasterGhostgentlygrabbedonto

Gerald’swristbeforesaying,“Let’stalkaboutthissomeplaceelse.”

Noddinginresponse,GeraldthenfollowedMasterGhosttoasecludedcorner.Oncetheywerethere,

Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfrownashewaitedforMasterGhosttosharewhathehadtosay…
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“Ijustreceivedawarningfrommycompassthatsomeoneisclosetoyou.Iwasworriedthattheremight

besomedanger,soIdidafortunetellingforyou.IfI’mnotmistaken,itshouldbesomeonefrom

YearningIsland,whichmeansamemberoftheCrawfordfamilyhascome.”Eventhoughtherewasno

onearound,MasterGhoststillloweredhisvoiceandspokeusingavoicethatonlythetwoofthem

couldhear.

“Youknewaboutthisaswell?”Geraldraisedhishead.

“Whatdoyoumean?”MasterGhostaskedinsurprise.

“Tobehonest,whenIwalkedoutoftheinterrogationroom,Icouldclearlyfeelthatacultivatorhas

appearednearme.However,itwasjustabriefmoment,andIdidn’tusethepowerofmyHerculean

PrimordialSpirittosensehispresence.”Geraldsigheddeeply.

Hehadpreviouslythoughtthatitwasjustacoincidenceandmaybethecultivatorhadcomeherejustby

chancewithouthavinganythingtodowithhim.

Butnow,withMasterGhost’swords,hewastotallyalerted.

ItwasamemberoftheCrawfordsfromYearningIsland!

GeraldtrustedMasterGhost’sskillsinfortunetelling.SincethedayGeraldhadcometoknowhim,he

hadnevermadeamistake,notevenaslightdeviation.IfhesaidthatthemanwasaCrawford,thena

Crawfordhewas.

“So,youhavesensedhimaswell.”MasterGhostnodded.“Ihavebeenpredictingyourfutureforyouall

thistime,fearingthatyoumightencounteranydanger.ButIdidn’texpectthattheCrawfordfamily

wouldbesofastincatchingupwithyou.Ireallydon’tknowwhatkindofmethodtheyusedtofindout



aboutyoucomingtoJapanandevenpinpointingyourexactlocation.”

“Acultivationfamilyhasmanychancestoinvestigatemywhereabouts.It’sjustthatwedon’tknowthe

reasonthatpersoncamehere,whetherhejustwantstofindoutmywhereaboutsandreporttothe

family,orheislikeWill’smen,wantingtokillme.”

RecallingWill’sactiononGongIsland,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutlaughandshakehishead.Hehadnever

beeninterestedinorwantedtogetthepositionasthepatriarchoftheCrawfordfamilywhatsoever.

Hedidn’texpectthatWillwouldtakeitsoseriouslytotheextentthathehaddefiedDaryl’sorderand

senthismentokillhim.ThiswasoutofGerald’sexpectation.

“Anyway,weshouldbecareful.Theydidn’tmanagetoharmyouaftersendingmenouttwicewhenwe

wereonGongIsland.Thistime,theymightsendaverystrongcultivatorinthefamily.Althoughyour

abilityisverystrong,youstillhavetobecareful,otherwise,youmightbehit.Ifanythinghappenstoyou,

itwillbedifficulttosaveyourparents.Besides,theFutabafamilyhasgottenintosomuchtroublelately,

andtheyneedyourhelp.”

MasterGhostletoutalongsigh.HecouldfeelthatGeraldwasinaverydifficultsituation.Itcouldreally

besaidthathewasinhotwater.

“Don’tworry.Ihaveaplaninmind.”Geraldnoddedhisheadgently.

AlthoughhehadsaidsotoMasterGhost,hewasstillabitworried.Afterall,theCrawfordfamilywas

notacommonfamily.IfWillweretofindoutabouthissituation,hemightsendoutthestrongest

cultivatorofthefamily,orevencomehereinperson.

Althoughitwasnotfatal,itwouldcausehimalotoftrouble.

Meanwhile,onthepathoutsidethetrainingground,aseeminglyordinarylookingpersonwaswalking



alongthepath,wearingahatwithalongbrim.Ifhewasn’tstandinginfrontofyou,youcouldn’tseehis

faceclearly.

HewastheonewhohadcomefromYearningIsland.

AmareCrawford,thethird-strongestcultivatorintheCrawfordfamily.Hewasstout,andhisheightwas

nearlytwometers.Evenwithhisclotheson,theoutlineofhismuscleswasstillvisible.

HehadoriginallybeenorderedbyDaryltogooutsideonanerrand.Willhadseizedthisopportunityand

askedhimtotakeadetourtoJapantofinishoffGerald,andinordertopleasethefuturepatriarch,he

didnotrefuse.

Tohim,itwasthesametokillanyone.
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Withhisstrength,hedidn’tevenhavetodelayanything.Oncehefoundtheman,hewouldjustkillhim

withoneblow.

However,theinformationhereceivedfromWillonlyshowedthatGeraldwasinJapan.Hehadfound

thisplacebecauseheknewthatGeraldhadcomeherewithanotherWestonerspecialforcesagentto

participateinthespecialforcescompetition.However,hedidn’tdaretousehisessentialqitosense

Gerald’slocation,fearingthatoncehewasexposed,hewouldfailinthemissionWillhadgivenhim.

So,hecouldonlysearcharoundthisplacebitbybit.Darylhadgivenhimhalfamonthfortheerrand,so

hecouldonlystayinJapanforaboutaweek.

Afteroneweek,regardlessofwhetherhecouldkillGeraldornot,hewouldhavetoreturntoYearning

Island.IfDarylfoundoutthathehadusedthetimehewasgivenforhismissiontosettlethematterfor

Will,hewouldsurelybepunishedmostseverelybythefamily.



Thiswasnotjustarumor,butitwasaprovenfact.

AnyonewhodisobeyedtheorderofthepatriarchwouldbethrownintothePitofThousandSnakes.

Itwasathreemeterwideandmorethantenmetersdeeppitthatwasusedtokeephundredsof

poisonoussnakes.Anyordinarymanwouldbekilledoncehewasbitten.

Thosewhodisobeyedthepatriarchwouldbethrownintothepitandforcedtostaythereforanentire

night.Ifhesurvivedthenextday,itwouldbeconsideredthathehadreceivedhispunishment,andhis

mistakewouldbeforgiven.Ifhedidnot,hewouldbecomefoodforthesnakes.

Livinginthefamilyforsomanyyears,Amarehadneverseenanyonegetoutofthepitalive.Usually,

whentheyopenedit,therewereonlypoisonoussnakesandapileofwhitebonesleft.

Thinkingofthis,Amarebrokeoutinacoldsweat.Atthesametime,hedecidedinhisheartthathehad

togetbacktothefamilyintime.Althoughhisstrengthwasimmense,hemightstillnotbeanopponent

ofthosepoisonoussnakes.

Anafternoonpassedquietly.

Intheevening,whentheskyhadturneddark,Geraldandthetworeturnedtotheirresidence.

Fujikofollowedthem.

“MissFujiko,whatwouldyouliketoeat?Icangooutsideandbuyitforyou.”Aidenwenttothe

bathroomtowashhisface.Afterawholedayoftraining,notonlywerehisclothessoakedwithsweat,

evenhisfacewasdirty.

“Thankyou.”Fujikosmiledfaintly.



“Aren’tyouworriedthatpeoplemightmisunderstandyouifyoucomehere?”Geraldaskedasheserved

Fujikoacupoftea.Hehadplannedtosmokeacigarette,butheputitdownintheend.

“Ofcoursenot.”Fujiko’seyeswerefullofsmileswhenshelookedatGerald.“Don’tforget,wearea

coupletotheoutsiders!”

“Whendidthishappen?”Hearingthis,evenMasterGhostcouldn’thelpbutstartgossiping.Heknew

thatGeraldhadagirlfriend,andheknewthatGeraldhadmadegreateffortstosaveher,totheextent

thathecouldgiveuphislifeatanytime.

Howcomeafteronlyaboutaweekout,hesuddenlyhadanewgirlfriend?

“Ahem,don’tmisunderstand.MissFujikoneedstogetmarriedbecauseoftheproblemswithinher

family,andalittleaccidenthappened.So,wetemporarilypretendedtobeacoupletodealwithher

family.Intruth,ourrelationshipisverypure!”

SeeingthatMasterGhostseemedtobemisunderstandingthings,Geraldhurriedlyexplained.Ifthiswas

notexplainedclearlyintime,hewasworriedthathewouldnotbeabletointhefuture.

“Sothat’showitis.”OnceGeraldhadsaidthat,MasterGhostunderstood.
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“Geraldistellingthetruth.Weareonlypretendingtobeacoupleinordertosolvethetroublesome

thingswe’refacingnow.So,whenIcomeheretolookforyou,it’snothingtobeworriedaboutandwill

makeitevenmorebelievable.”AlthoughFujikowasalittlehurt,Geraldwasspeakingthetruth,soshe

couldnotsaymuchaboutitandsimplywentalongwithit.

“Butisthereanythingyouwantedtotalkaboutseeingasyou’vecomeoveratthistime?”Gerald

glancedathiscigarette.Althoughhecouldnotsmokerightnow,hestillhadtheurgetodoso.



“It’snothing.It’sjustthatIamnotveryfamiliarwithmyteammembers.Besides,I’mtheonlywoman

ontheteam.I’mafraidofstayingalone.”Fujikosaidinembarrassment.

“Butyoucannotstayhereaswell.”Geraldscratchedhishead.

“Iwillgobacktomyroomtosleep.Ijustwantedtohavedinnerandchatwithyou,”Fujikorepliedas

shepickeduphercupandlookedatGerald.

“Waitforawhile,thenAidenhasgoneouttobuysomefood.Wewillhavedinnersoon.”Seeingthat

Fujikohadsaidthat,Geraldcouldonlyletherstay.Luckilyhehadexplainedthematterclearlyin

advance.Besides,itwassafertohaveFujikoherewithhim.

AlthoughtheKanagawaandHanyufamiliesshouldnotdaretocomeheretocausetrouble,therewasa

newproblem.NoonecouldguaranteewhatthatcultivatorfromtheCrawfordfamilywoulddo.

Shortlyafter,Aidenreturnedwithabagoffood.

“Therereallyisn’tmuchgoodfoodinJapan.ThisiswhatIpickedupfromaWestonerrestaurantfar

away.Iwasworriedthatyoumightbehungry,soIranallthewayback.”Aidenservedthefoodonthe

tableandsaidashepanted.

However,oncehehadsaidthat,hesawFujikosittingnexttohim.Thinkingofwhathehadjustsaid,he

slappedahandoverhismouthandadded,“Idon’tmeananyharm,MissFujiko.Idon’tmeanthat

Japanesefoodisnotdelicious.It’sjustthatweareallWestoners,sowearenotveryusedtoeatingyour

food.”

“It’sokay.Youdon’thavetoexplainanything.AlthoughIamJapanese,IlikeWestonerfoodthebest.I

alsothinkthatWestonerfoodisbetterthanJapanesefood.”Fujikosmiled.Nodissatisfactioncouldbe

seenfromherexpression.



“Ifyouhavethechance,youmustcometoWestonandtryourauthenticWestonerfood.”Although

Fujikohadn’tsaidanything,Aidenstillfeltveryawkward.

“Ialwaysgotothisrestaurant,andIhavetriedauthenticWestonerfood.Itisreallygood!”Fujikowas

busyservingthefoodontheplatesthatMasterGhosthadbroughtout.

Aidenstoppedtalking.Hefeltthatitwouldbeawkwardforhimtosayanythingmore,sohefiguredit

wouldbebettertostoptalkingandjusteathisfood.

Thefoursataroundthetableandstartedeating.

“Bytheway,Fujiko,Ineedtotellyousomething.Whenthiscompetitionisover,thetwoofthemshould

staywithyourfamilyaswell.I’mworriedthatthesituationwillbecomemorecomplicated.Ifanything

happenswhilewearestayingtogether,wecanbackeachotherup.”

Aftereatingforawhile,GeraldsaidtoFujiko.

“Sure.IamverypleasedtowelcomeyoutwotocomeandstayinFutabaMansion.Thiswillmakemy

placemerrier.Let’sgettoknoweachotherformally,KingofSoldier,AidenBaker.”Fujikoagreedwitha

smile.Then,sheputdownherchopsticksandstretchedherslenderhandouttoAiden.

“Youknowme?”HearingFujikocallinghisname,Aidenwasabitsurprised.

“OfcourseIknowyou.IamtheQueenofSoldierinJapan.HowcanInotknowaboutyou,theKingof

SoldierofWeston.Youknow,yourpictureishungonthewallofourwardepartmentandlistedasa

dangerouspersonofWeston.”

Fujikosmiled.



“So,I’mfamous,apparently!EventheJapanesearmyputmypictureonthewall.”Aiden’spupils

contracted,buthestillsmiledinresponse.
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“Webearnomalicetowardyou.YouareaveryfamoussoldierinWeston,sonaturally,ourarmyshould

gettoknowyoufully.However,nowthattherelationshipbetweenWestonandJapanisimproving,I

thinkthatevenwhenwemeetonthebattlefield,wewillnotattackeachotherbutfightsidebyside

instead!”

Withaglance,FujikocouldalreadyseethatsomethingwaswrongwithAiden,sosheexplainedquickly.

“ForthesakeofBrotherGerald,eventhoughtheremightbeadaywhenweareinopposition,Iwillstill

letyouoffthehook.”Aidensmiledfaintly.Heknewthattherelationshipbetweenthetwocountries

wassuperficial.Intruth,itstilldependedonwhethertherewasaconflictofinterest.

Afterall,inthismodernera,therewasnoabsolutefriend,butonlyeternalinterests.Itcouldevenbe

saidthatifsomethingwasnotright,WestonandJapanwouldgotowarbothovertlyandcovertly.

“Iwillnotmesswiththemattersbetweenyoutwo,butbasedonthecurrentsituationalone,westill

havetobeonthesameside,”Geraldinterjected.

“IverymuchwelcomeyoutostayinFutabaMansion.IthinkwiththeKingofSoldierofWestonwithus,

itwillbeagreathelptofacetheKanagawaandHanyufamilies!”FujikosaidinagreementwithGerald.

Afterdinner,GeraldsentFujikobacktothehosteloftheJapanesespecialforcesandreturnedtothe

guestroom.

Justasheenteredtheroom,AidenandMasterGhostwerecleaningup.



“SincewhendidtheprincessoftheSeadomtribebecometheQueenofSoldierofJapan?”OnceAiden

sawGerald,Aidenthrewthebagwiththeleftoversintothetrashcanandaskedinconfusion.

“TheSeadomtribeisalreadyathousandyearsold.Iftheywanttosurvive,theyareboundtoassimilate

intomodernsociety.BecomingtheQueenofSoldierisnothing.Evenbecomingahighrankingofficialin

Japanwouldnotbestrange,”MasterGhostexplained.

SincethedayMasterGhosthadcometoknowAiden,hefeltasifhewasbecominganencyclopedia.

OtherthanhavingtodofortunetellingforGerald,mostofhistimewasspentexplainingallsortsof

thingstoAiden.

“It’strue.Athousandyearsistoolong.LongenoughtotransformtheSeadomtribeintoabrandnew

family.Still,aslongastheystillknowthewaytoYearningIsland,it’sfine.”Geraldnodded.

HewasnotinterestedintheFutabafamilyatall.Whetheritwasalargefamilyorjustacommonfamily

inJapan,hehadtoinvestigateit.

Timeflew,andfivedayspassedintheblinkofaneye.Therewasonlyonedayleftbeforethespecial

forcescompetition.Allthespecialforceswereready.Aidenalsowenttothecompetitionsitewhile

Geraldwassittinginhisroom.

Sincethatnight,Geralddidnotfeelacultivatorappearingnearhimanymore.However,thisdidnot

meanthathehadlethisguarddown.

SinceMasterGhosthadtoldhimthatitwasaCrawfordfromYearningIsland,ithadtobetrue.However,

GeralddidnotknowwhetherhewassentbyDaryltotesthim,orbyWilltokillhim.

“Somethingonyourmind?”MasterGhostwalkedtothewindow.Hecouldseethefieldbelowfromthat

position.Adozenspecialforceagentsweretrainingforthecompetitiontomorrow.SeeingGerald

leaningonthewindowandlookingattheskyinadaze,heopenedhismouthandasked.



“IwasthinkingaboutwherethatcultivatingCrawfordcouldbehiding.”Geralddidn’thideanythingand

toldMasterGhostwhatwasonhismind.
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“Ithinkyoudon’thavetoworrymuchaboutthis.AlthoughIhavepredictedthatsomeonewillapproach

you,Ididn’treadanysignofdanger.Thismeansthatthepowerofthispersonmustbeweakerthanyou.

Evenifhefindsyou,hewon’tbeabletohurtyou,”MasterGhostspokeinadeepvoice.

“Iknow.I’mjustworriedthathemightharmyouguys.Youdon’thaveanypower,andyouneedmy

protection.AlthoughAidenistheKingofSoldierofWeston,hemightnotbeanopponentofthe

cultivator.”

“Iwonderifhewillmakeamoveduringthecompetitiontomorrow.”

Geraldtookadeepbreath.Hewasnotafraidthatthispersonwouldmakeamoveonhimself.Notto

mentionthiscultivator,evenwhenWillcamehereinperson,hewouldnotbescared.However,the

peoplearoundhimweredifferent.AlthoughAidenwasstrongandgoodatallsortsofmodernweapons

andfightingskills,itwasstilluncertainwhenhefacedacultivator.

“CantheFutabafamilyprovideuswithprotection?”MasterGhostknewthathedidnothaveanypower.

IfhewaswithGerald,hewouldbecomeaburden.

“Therearebodyguards,buttheyarenotverystrong.”Geraldshookhisheadandsaid,“Anyway,the

FutabafamilyhasacertainsocialstatusinJapan.Nomatterwhowantstomakeamovethere,theywill

havetoconsider.”

“Don’tworry,Iwillneverholdyouback.”MasterGhosttookadeepbreathashespoke.

“Iwillprotectyou.”Geralddidn’ttakewhatMasterGhosthadsaidseriously.Eventhoughhewouldbe



verycareful,oncehewascaught,hewouldsurelydie.

“Okay.”MasterGhostdidnotinsist.

“We’llseehowitgoes.IhopethatwecansettlethesemattersquicklyandgotoYearningIslandsooner

sothatIcansavemyparents.AsforMila,I’mstillclueless.”Geraldlaughedbitterly.

Hecouldn’tevenunderstandwhyitwouldbecomelikethis.Hisparentsandsisterhadbeencaught,and

hisgirlfriendwasinthehandsoftheSunLeague.Now,evenaftersomuchtimehadpassed,hestill

didn’tknowiftheyweresafeandsound.

Maybetheyhadbeenkilledlongago,andwhattheyweredoingnowwasuseless.

Eitherway,Geraldwantedtoseethemwhetherdeadoralive.Hehadconsideredeveryworstpossibility.

Ifnoneofthemhadsurvived,Geraldwouldchoosetokillhimselfafterburyingthem.

Whenhismostlovedoneswerenolongeralive,itwouldbepointlesstobealivealone.

“Itwillhappensoon.AslongaswecangettoYearningIsland,wewillbeabletofindoutthelocationof

SunLeague.Idon’tthinktheywilldoanythingtoyourfamily,buttheyjustwanttodrawyouover.”

MasterGhostcouldfeelthesorrowinGerald’sheart.

“Let’shopeso.”Geraldnodded,litacigarette,andlookedoutside.

Onthetrainingground,thespecialforcesofeachcountryweregatheredthere.Theywereundergoing

intensivetrainingforthecompetitiontomorrow.Althoughitwasnotaveryformalcompetition,itwas

stillacompetitionbetweencountries.Everyspecialforcesagentwantedtowingloryforhiscountryand

toearncreditforhimself.



However,aftertrainingforawhile,amanwearingaspecialuniformcame,andeveryonelookedathim

inunison.

“Letmeintroduceyou.HeisaspecialforcesagentfromYanamwhojustarrivedinJapananhourago.”
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“Fromnowon,hewillbereplacingAlderLightbodyandparticipateineventswithallofyouhere!”The

Japanesewardepartmentofficialintroducedthemanbesidehim.

“AspecialforcesagentfromYanam?”

Everyonewasastonished.TheywereallclearregardingthenewsofthedisappearanceofAlder,oneof

theYanamspecialforces.NowthattheyweresuddenlybeingintroducedtoanotherYanamspecial

forcesagent,theycouldn’thelpbutfeelshocked.

“I’mreplacingAlderLightbodytoparticipateinthewarcontest,”Themanwithaslightlydangerouslook

scannedacrosstheroomwithhisunfriendlygazebeforespeakingup.

Althougheveryone’seyeswereattractedtohim,noonespokeaword.Afterall,withwhathad

happenedinYanam,noonewantedtoseektroubleforthemselves.

Plus,noonecouldreallydeducewhetherornotthisspecialforcesagentwasreplacingAldertoactually

jointhecompetitionortoinvestigatethismatter.

Onethingthatwascertain,however,wasthattherewouldbebigtroubleonceanybodywas

misunderstoodashavingsomethingtodowithAlder’sdisappearance.

“SpecialforcesagentfromYanam.”Gerald,whowasleaningagainstthewindow,heardthevoicesfrom

belowhim.Lookingattheman,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutshakehisheadandchuckle.



“Aslongasyou’redoingitright,theywon’tbeabletofindus.”MasterGhostnodded.

“Don’tworryaboutthiskindofmatter.ThenewreplacementleaderofYanam,CarterLucab,isacoward.

LasttimebeforeweleftYanam,whenhemadeacalltome,hewasbeingallrespectful,fearingthatI

wouldn’tleaveandwouldcontinuestayinginYanam.”

“I’mguessingthatthismanonlywantsthatposition.Aslongashehasthepositionoftheleaderaswell

asthepower,otherissuesdon’treallymattertohimatall.”Geraldlitacigarette.

RecallingthetimesinYanam,GeralddecidedthatafterhehadfoundhiswaytoYearningIsland,he

wouldreturntotheancientruinsfirst.

Lasttime,ithadbeenarush,goingandleavingthere,andallhedidwastaketheseamapwithhim.

Basedonthecurrentsituation,hehimselfdidn’tknowthesecretoftheseamapatall,andGerald

believedthattheancientruinsweren‘tassimpleastheyseemed.

Maybehewouldgettosolvethemysteryoftheseamapaswellbygoingbackthistime.

“Itseemsthatit’sstillnotathreattous.”Gerald’swordsmadeMasterGhostsighinrelief.Hewasnot

afraidofmatterslikethis.Hewasjustworriedthatiftheybumpedintothissituation,hewouldn’tbe

abletobeofmuchhelpandmightevenholdGeraldandAidenback,whichwassomethinghewouldn’t

wanttorisk.

“Therewon’tbeanythreat.It’shardenoughtobringanytroubletous.”Hearingthat,Geraldlaughed

andmadeajoke.

Thetwocontinuedchattingforawhilebeforegoingbacktotheroom.



Theyhadnothingtodowiththespecialforcestraining,andGeralddidn’tdetectanydangeraroundhim.

ThismeantthatAidenandFujikoweresafehere.

Withacigarettebetweenhisfingers,Geraldthoughtaboutwhathadhappenedduringhistimehereas

helayonthebed.

TheCrawfordsinYearningIsland.

TheSunLeague.

TheFunagawaandHanyufamiliesthathehadcomeincontactwithinJapan.

TherewaseventhemysteriousYamashitafamilywhichhadninjas.Tillnow,Geraldstilldidn’t

understandwhytheelderlymanhadhelpedhimoutbackthen.Heevensoundedlikeamanfrom

Weston,judgingfromhisaccent.
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TherewasactuallyaWestonmaninaninjafamily.

Plus,Geralddidn’tevenknowthereasonastowhyhehadhelpedGerald.Maybetherewassomething

hewantedtoknowfromGerald.

Nevertheless,afterthewarcontestended,Geraldwouldheadbacktheretoatleastfindoutthesecrets

oftheelderlyman.IfhecouldbeofhelptoGerald,itwouldbemucheasierwhenhefacedthe

KanagawaandHanyufamilies.

Withouthimrealizingit,Geraldfeltawaveoftiredness.Duetonotdetectinganydanger,helayback

downonthebedandfellasleep.Hiscigarettefelltothegroundafterithadfinishedburning.



Inthemorning,Geraldwaswokenupbyacall.

TheonewhowokeGeraldupwasnoneotherthanNodaIchiro.

“Mr.Gerald,mayIknowwhereyouarenow?”Geraldopenedhissleepyeyesandpickedupthecall

afterbrieflylookingatthecallerID.Noda’sslightlyrushedvoicewasheardoverthephoneassoonasit

waspickedup.

“I’mrestinginaroominyourtrainingground.”Geraldknittedhisbrowstogetherslightly.Justashe

couldfinallyhaveagoodsleepwithnoworries,hewaswokenupbysomeone,andthisobviouslymade

himabitunhappy.

“Don’tgoanywhereandwaitformerightthere,I’llbethereimmediately!”HecouldhearthatNoda’s

tonehadapparentlyrelaxed.Aftersayingthat,hehungupthecallrightthen.

Geraldscratchedhishead,notunderstandingwhatthismanwanted,buthenonethelessgotupand

cleanedhimselfup.Themanwas,afterall,theJapanesearmyinvestigator,andtheremustbeareason

astowhyhewascomingover.Therefore,Geraldcouldn’trefusetoseehim.

Assoonashehadcomeoutofthebathroom,heheardsomeoneknockingonthedoor.

Nodaenteredinapanicafterthedoorwasopenedforhim.HefirstlookedatGeraldupanddown,only

tofindthatGeraldlookedasthoughhehadjustwokenup,andhisworrythenwentaway.

“Mr.Noda,it’snotthefirsttimewe’vemet.Youcanjusttellmeanythingrightaway,”Seeinghis

reaction,Geraldsaidwithachuckle.

“I’llbefrank,then.”Nodaswallowedandcontinued,“TheYanamspecialforcesagenthasbizarrely

disappeared,andit’smostlikelyamurdercasebasedonourinvestigation.”



“Oh?”Geraldwastakenaback,buthestillaskedcasually,“DidyoufindAlderLightbody’sbodyorany

information?”

“It’snothim.Wehaven’tstoppedinvestigatingAlder’sdisappearance,butwehavefoundnothingabout

ituntilnow.It’sasifthismanjustvanishedoutofthinair,Ihaven’tseenanythingasbizarreasthisfor

somanyyears!”Nodashookhisheadandsaid.

Hepausedforawhilebeforecontinuing,“However,I’mnottalkingabouthim.It’stheYanamspecial

forcesagentwhojustarrivedlastnighttoreplaceAlderinthewarcontest.Hetoohasdisappeared,but

hemighthavebeenmurderedbasedonwhatwesawonthesurveillancecameraandthescene.”

“Hediedtoo?!”

Hearinghiswords,Geraldfeltthatitwasunbelievable.ItwastruethathehadkilledAlder,butGerald

hadn’tpaidanyattentiontothatnewspecialforcesagentatallashehadnoreasontokillhim.

Thiswassomebodyelse’swork.

Geraldgrewabitcuriousastowhowoulddothisatthistimewhentheyallknewthatthewarcontest

wasabouttostartandthattherewastightsurveillancearoundthearea.Itwouldhavebeenbetterto

doitonhiswaybacktoYanamafterthecontestwasover.

“That’sright!Hedidn’tattendthismorning’straining,sowewenttosearchforhiminhisroomandonly

gottoknowaboutthisaftertrackinghimwiththesurveillancesystem.”Nodanodded.

Hefeltlikehewasstillinadream.Alder’sdisappearancestillhadn’tbeenfiguredoutandyet,thishad

happenedaswell!
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NowthatthesecondYanamspecialforcesagenthadbeenkilledtoo,hewouldlosehispositionasan

investigatorifitstillwasn’tsolved.

“Didyouseewhokilledhim?Ihaveafeelingthatitmightbethesamepersonwhokilledthetwoof

them.”AlthoughGeraldwasslightlycuriousaswell,thismatterhadnothingtodowithhimafterall,so

heappearedtobeveryrelaxed.

“Thiscan’tbecertainfornow.Ifeelthatthepossibilityissmall.Theonewhodiditbeforethisismuch

strongerthanthecurrentone.Forthecurrentmatter,we’vefoundhisheightandbodysize,andhave

releasedawantednoticeforthis.Theonlythingisthatwedon’tknowwhenhewillbecaught.”

“Hopefullyafterwecatchthisperson,wecanfindoutaboutthepreviouskilleraswell,andthiswould

savealotoftrouble.”

Nodasighedandspokeinadeepvoice.Afterreceivingthisnewsinthemorning,hehadbeenstunned

onthebedforhalfanhourbeforefinallythinkingofcomingovertoseeGerald.

Forone,itwastomakesurewhetheritwasGerald’sactionsornot.Althoughhehadn’tbeenableto

findanycluesonGerald,hehadalwaysthoughtthatGeraldheldthegreatestpossibilityofcommitting

thecrime.Secondly,hedidn’tknowwhotoreleasehisgrudgeon.

TheconversationinthetrialroomyesterdayhadmadehimfeellikeGeraldwasagoodlistener.

“Hopefully.”Geraldnoddedlightly.

“Seeinghowyou’vebeensleepingallalonglastnight,Iwon’tdisturbyouanymore.I’dadviseyouallto

staysafe.IfthatmanwasabletoattacksomeonefromYanam,hemighttargetsomeoneelsetoo.”



“However,don’tworry.We,theJapanesearmy,willdoourbesttoprotecteveryone.”

NodastoodupandstretchedahandtowardGerald.

“Noproblem.”Geraldsmiledandreachedouttoshakehishand.

AfterseeingNodaoff,Geraldsatdownonthesofaandthoughtaboutthismatter,andaboutwho

wouldhaveattackedtheYanamspecialforcesagentespeciallyatanimportanttimelikethis.

“WasitAidenwhocamebackjustnow?”Notlongafter,MasterGhost,whohadbeenwokenupbythe

noise,cameoutofhisroom.

“No,itwasNodaIchikofromtheJapaneseinvestigationteam.Hetoldmethatthenewspecialforces

agentfromYanamwhojustcameoveryesterdaywaskilled,”Geraldshookhisheadandtoldhim

honestly.

“Huh?Youkilledsomeoneagainlastnight?!”MasterGhostwasfullyalertnowasherushedtositbeside

Geraldonthesofa.Heaskedanxiously,“Howcouldyoudothisagainatatimelikethis?!Japanmust

havebeenalertedalreadywhenyoukilledAlderlasttime,plus,therearesurveillancecameras

everywherehere.”

“Ididn’tsayIwastheonewhodidit”Geraldlaughedoutloud.

“Ifitwasn’tyou,whowoulddothis?Isn’tmurderingspecialforcesagentsofYanamatthepresent

momentpracticallyfindingtroubleforoneself?”MasterGhostbecamerelieved,buthewascuriousas

well.

“I’mthinkingaboutthistoo.”GeraldpassedacigaretteovertoMasterGhost.



“It’sgoodthatithasnothingtodowithyou.Ithoughtthatyoudiditagain.It’sbesttodonothingoutof

theordinarynowastheJapanesemustbecloselyinvestigatingthismatter.Althoughtheywon’tbeable

tofindoutanythingaboutus,wehadsomeconflictwithAlderbeforeafterall,sowe’rethemost

suspectedones,”Acceptingthecigarette,MasterGhostrepliedafterinhalingthecigarettetwice.
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“Iunderstandthistoo.Let’sseewhathappens.I’mcuriousaboutwhowoulddaretokillYanam’sspecial

forcesagentatthecurrentmoment.Itwon’tbeeasyforJapantoexplainthemselvesnowseeinghow

twomenwerekilled.Oncethenewsisout,CarterLucabhastogivetheYanamspecialforcesand

citizensagoodexplanationastowhetherornothewantstohandlethismatter.”

Geraldrestedonelegovertheotherandspoke.

Atthesametime,thewholetraininggroundwasinacommotion.

Althougheveryoneherewaseitherworkersforthearmyorspecialforcesfromaroundtheworld,the

twoconsecutivemurdercasesmadethemfeelunsafehere.Thekillercouldevensethistargetonthe

specialforces,anditwasamurderwherethevictimwasunabletodefendhimselfatall,whichmeant

thatthismanwasstrongerthananyoneonthescene.

NoonecouldascertainastowhetherornotthekillerwastargetingonlyYanamspecialforcesagents.

Maybekillingthetwowasjustthebeginning,andtherestwouldbethenextvictims.

Noonedaredtoguaranteethatnoneofthesethingswouldn’thappenagain.

Onceitdid,theywouldhavelosttheirlives.

“Thiscan’tgoonanymore!”Intheofficeofthetrainingground,aJapanesearmycolonelcouldn’thelp

butyellasheslammedthetable.



“I’mtellingyou,it’sjustYanamfornow,butwhatifithappensnexttomenfromWeston,Western

Union,ortheEuropeancountries?!”

“Wecan’taffordtooffendthematall!Iftheirspecialforcesagentsdieonourland,allofyou,including

me,willhavetobearveryseriousconsequences!”

Thecolonelscannedeveryone’sfaces,andeveryonewhomhestaredatwouldlowertheirheads

automaticallywithoutaword,notknowingwhattosay.AfterthedisappearanceofAlderLightbody,a

tightinvestigationhadbeengoingon,butithadalreadybeenhalfamonth,yettheycouldn’tfindevena

singleclueaboutit,nottomentionfindingoutwhothekillerwas.

“Colonel,wehavebeeninvestigatingit,butAlder’sdisappearanceistoobizarre,almostasifhejust

vanishedfromtheplanet!Evenafterwecheckedallthesurveillancecamerasfromthesurroundingsand

searchedthroughallpossiblespotsaroundthere,wecouldn’tseemtofindanyclues.”

“However,wehaven’tgivenupyet,andwewillstillcarryouttheinvestigationdiligently!”

Noda,whostoodatthemostupfront,reportedthesituation.Hewasn’ttheonewiththehighestpost

here,buthewasresponsibleforthismatter.

“Iknowaboutthis.Icanallowyoutosearchonthisslowly,andYanam’ssidealsofeelsthatthismatter

istooabnormal,sotheyhavegivenusmoretimetofigurethisout.”

“Butthistime,wenowactuallyhaveanotheragentofYanamspecialforcesgettingmurderedinour

traininggroundsofJapan!Welethimdierightunderourcareandhundredsofsurveillancecameras!”

Thecolonelslammedthetablehardagain,andhewassoshakenupthatspitcameoutwhenhetalked.

“Wejustgotthenewsthatthebodyofthenewspecialforcesagentwasfound.Itwasinthedrainafew

hundredmetersawayfromourtrainingground,”Nodawasafraidthatthecolonelwouldgetevenmore



enraged,sohequicklyreportedthelatestsituationtohim.“Also,Mr.Colonel,theheightandbodysize

ofthekillerwereallcapturedbythesurveillancecameras,soIbelievethatwe’llfindhimverysoon!”

“Thisnewsisnottoobad!”Thecolonelnoddedinsatisfaction.Thiswassomethinghecouldinformthe

Yanamforcesaboutiftheyaskedhimforupdates.

“Colonel,Ihaveanotheridea.Whydon’twepickafewsoldiersfromthearmytostandguardatthe

trainingground?Thekillermustbesostrongthathecouldevenkillthekingofspecialforcesfromother

countrieseasily.Ifhecarriesondoingthat,othersmightnotbeabletohandlehim.”
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Nodalookedmorerelaxed.

“Doesanyonehaveanyopinionsonthis?”Thecolonelliftedhisheadandscannedacrossthepeople

whowerestandingbehindNoda,stayingquietallthiswhile.

“No.”Theyallshooktheirheads,andnoonewaswillingtospeakfurtheratatimelikethisforfearof

gettingintotrouble.

“YouhaveapointI’lltellthearmy’sleaderrightnowtohavethemsendoversomepeopletocheckall

thehotelsandanysuspiciousplacesclosely,aswellastoincreasesurveillancearoundthetraining

grounds.Wewon’tallowthesamethingtohappenagain!”

Thecolonelstoodupandpacedbackandforthintheroomasheinformedtheauthoritiesofthis

contest.Heknewbetterthananyonethatifanythingsimilarhappenedagain,Japan’sglobalstatus

wouldbegreatlyimpacted.

Theymightevenfacecriticismsandreprimandsfromothercountries.



He,asthecolonelwhowasresponsibleforthewarcontestandthesafetyofthetrainingground,would

hitrockbottomforsure.Notonlywouldhelosehisposition,buthewouldalsohavetobearthe

consequences.

Thiswassomethinghewasnotwillingtosee.

“WhatColonelsaysisright!”

“Yeah,IbelievethatunderColonel’sbrilliantguidance,therewon’tbeanysimilarproblemshappening

atthetrainingground!”

“We’llcooperatewiththecolonelforsure!”

“Don’tworry,Colonel.Iwillquicklycatchtheculpritbasedontheclueswehave.Wemightgetallthe

answersweneedaftercatchinghim!”

Seeinghoweveryonewasflatteringhimnon-stop,Nodafollowedsuitandspokeupaswell.

“Alright,Idon’twanttolistentoanynonsensefromallofyouanymore.I’vealreadysaidhowweshould

tackletheissue.Butkeepthisinmind.Ifanythinglikethishappensagain,everyoneofuswillbe

punished,andnotjustme,doyouunderstand?!”

Thecolonelwavedthemdownandsaidwithafrown.Thebittertruthwasthatthesemenonlyknew

aboutflatteryandweren’tcapableofsolvinganythingatall.

“Understood!”Everyonepromised.

Althoughtwomurdersofspecialforcesagentshadhappenedconsecutively,thewarcontestwas

conductedontheexpecteddate.



Aroundsixinthemorning,whenthedaywasjuststartingtobrightenup,allthekingsofsoldiersfrom

differentcountriesgatheredonthetrainingground.Thecontestwouldbeconductedfortwodays,and

therewouldbeeventsaseasyastargetshootingandwrestling,aswellastaskssuchashostagerescue

asanimitationtotheactualbattlefield.

Gerald,whohadfollowedAidenalonghere,stoodnotfarfromtheauthoritiesoftheJapanesearmy.

Itcouldbeclearlyseenthatthetwoconsecutivemurdershadledthemtoincreasemoresoldiers

aroundthetrainingground.Everyoneofthemwasgearedupwithactualbulletsandgunsastheireyes

constantlyscannedaroundthesceneonalertandsurroundedthewholetrainingground.

“Seemslikethearmyisterrified,”Seeingthissituation,GeraldchuckledandsaidtoMasterGhostina

lowvoice.

“ThisisJapan,whichhaslimitedarmedforces.Ifit’sinothercountries,thesecuritywouldbeeven

tighterasnooneknowswhetherthekillerwillattackagain.Themanhastobeanidiotorisextremely

confidentwithhisabilitytohavekilledaYanamspecialforcesagentbeforethewarcontestforspecial

forcesbegan,”MasterGhostrepliedquietlyaftercheckingwherethemenfromtheJapanesearmywere

andmakingsurethattheycouldn’tbeheard.

“It’smostlikelythelatter.”Geraldnodded.WhatMasterGhosthadsaidwasexactlythesameaswhat

hehimselfthought.

“Tobeabletokillamemberofthespecialforcesinsuchashorttimemeanshehasextraordinaryability.

I’veseenthismanfromYanam’sspecialforcesbefore,andheseemstobequitestronghimself.”Taking

adeepbreath,Geraldcontinued,“DoyouthinkitcouldbethecultivatorfromtheCrawfordfamily?”

“You’resayingthatamanwiththislevelofstrengthcouldbehim?”MasterGhostopenedhiseyeswide.

Hehadneverthoughtinthiswaybefore.



“Whoknows.I’mjustguessing.”Geraldwavedhisarms.
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“Whenyouputitthatway…Iguessitispossible.Afterall,theculpritwasdaringenoughtodealwith

suchastrong,specialforcessoldierhere,ofallplaces.Normally,onlyyoucouldpullsomethinglikethis

off,whichmeansthattheculpritisprobablyonlyslightlyweakerthanyou.Withthatsaid,maybehe

reallyisaCrawfordcultivator…However,whywouldthatpersonlookfortroublewithaspecialforces

soldierfromYanam?IstheresomesortofdisputebetweentheCrawfordsandtheYanammilitary…?”

mutteredMasterGhostashestrokedhisgoatee.

“There’snopointthinkingaboutit.Goodforhimthathe’sonlyheretodealwiththespecialforces

soldiersfromYanam.Regardless,evenifhedoescomeforus,there’snothingtobescaredofwithme

here,”scoffedGeraldashecrossedhisarmswhilenarrowinghiseyes.

BythetimeGerald’ssentenceended,thecompetitionhadalreadybegunandspecialforcessoldiers

couldbeseenlinedupinaneatrow.Eachofthemhadthelatestsniperriflemodelsinhand,and

everyonewatchedastheyaimedfortheirtargetsfortheshootingcompetitionthatstoodninehundred

feetawayfromthem.

Multipleshotscouldsoonbeheard,andtheresultswereannouncedshortlyafter.

Geraldhimselfhadlittleinterestinthiskindofcompetition,soafterspectatingforawhile,heeventually

gotupandleft.Seeingthat,MasterGhostmadesuretofollowhimcloselyaswell.

Thesecondtheduoleft,acarcametoastopatthetrainingground’sentrance…

Shortlyafter,ayouthinafloralsuitsteppedout,followedbyfourofhisbodyguards.Asthegroupoffive

walkedintothetraininggrounds,theywerejustsecondstoolatetonoticeGeraldandMasterGhost

takingaturntoenteranelevator,disallowingthetwopartiesfrommeeting…

Asexpected,theyouthwasnoneotherthanKai.



SinceRyuguhadn’tassassinatedGeraldevenafteraweekhadpassed,Kaidecidedtotakethingsintohis

ownhands.HeknewforafactthatGeraldwouldattendthecompetition,whichexplainedhispresence

heretoday.

Whateverthecasewas,wheneverhethoughtaboutthehumiliationhesufferedthatnight,Kai’sdesire

toputGeralddownforgoodonlyincreased.Withthatinmind,hewasn’tagainstusinghishighstatusto

getthemilitarytostepforwardandsubdueGerald.Regardless,whenthecolonelsawKai,he

immediatelygottohisfeetbeforeasking,“Oh?Mr.Kanagawa!

Fancymeetingyouhere,ofallplaces!”

“I’mjustheretohavealookaround,”repliedKaiashewavedhishand,hiseyesdartingaroundthe

entiretime.

“Well,whateverthecaseis,welcome,Mr.Kanagawa!It’sunfortunate,butsincewe’recurrentlyhosting

acompetition,I’mafraidwewon’thavemuchtimetoattendtoyou.Withthatsaid,Ihopeyouwon’t

affectoureventeither.Don’tworry,oncethecompetitionisover,I’llmakesuretotreatyoutoaproper

drink!”saidthecolonel,notdaringtooffendKai.

“Affect?WhywouldIdoanythinglikethat?IwasjustboredsoIcameoutforastroll.Inotherwords,

I’mjustherethroughsheercoincidence.Regardless,justcontinuedoingwhateveryouweredoingand

don’tbotheraboutme.I’lljustbehavingalookaround!”repliedKaiwithasmile.

Followingthat,Kaimadeasmallgesture,promptinghisbodyguardstoscatter.ThehuntforGeraldwas

on…!

Hearingthat,thecoloneloptedtobelieveKaiandsimplycontinuedpayingattentiontothecompetition.

Thecolonel,forone,knewthatthiswasn’tKai’sfirsttimehereanyway,soaslongasthatyouthwasn’t

heretocauseanytrouble,hedidn’treallycarewhereKaiwent.

ItwashalfanhourlaterwhenKai’ssubordinatesreunitedwithhim.



ThesecondKaisawthem,heimmediatelygrowledinalowvoice,“Well?Didanyofyoumanagetofind

him?”

“Apologies,butwecouldn’tfindhimnomatterhowhardwelooked!Theonlypeoplepresentarethe

internationalspecialforcessoldiers!”repliedoneofthesubordinatesastherestofthemshooktheir

heads.

“What?Wasthatb*stardRyugulyingtome…?”grumbledKai,adeepfrownonhisface…
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Throughthisperiod,KaihadconstantlybeencontactingRyugutogetupdatesonGerald’sassassination.

However,notonlydidRyugufailtoassassinatehim,butthatb*stardactuallydaredtotellhimthis

morningthathehadtotemporarilycancelallhisassassinationmissions!

ThoughitannoyedRyugutonoend,itwasn’tasthoughhecoulddoanythingaboutit.Thankfully,

RyugudidmentionthatGeraldwasgoingtoparticipateinthespecialforcescompetition,whichwas

whyKaihadrushedoverinthefirstplace.

Evenso,tothinkthathe’dfailtofindGeraldaftersearchingforagoodhalf-hour!

“I’llhavetodisagreewiththat.Ryuguwouldn’teverdaretolietoyou,”repliedanotherbodyguardashe

shookhishead.

TheguardshadpreviouslymetRyugutogetherwithKai,andtheyknewforafactthatRyugurespected

Kaialot.SinceRyugudidn’tevendaretoraisehisvoicebackthen,therewasnowayhewouldbedaring

enoughtolietoKai!

“Yousaythat,butdidyoumanagetofindGerald?”grumbledKai.



“…Unfortunately,no…”repliedtheguardsastheyshooktheirheadsoncemore.

“…Let’sheadbackfornow.I’mmeetingRyuguinthefleshtoseewhathehastosayaboutthis!”

scowledKaiasheclenchedhisfists,clearlyassumingthatRyuguwasplayingtricksonhim.Afterall,

thinkingback,thoughRyuguhadtoldhimthatGeraldwasheretoparticipateinthespecialforces

competition,Geraldwasn’taspecialforcessoldier.Withthatinmind,therewasnowayhewouldbea

participanthere!

Besides,KaihadseenFujikoearlier,andifGeraldtrulywashere,heshouldbebyherside.Withhismind

madeup,Kaithengesturedforhismentoleavethetrainingground…

NoticingthatKaiandhismenwereleaving,thecolonelwalkeduptohimbeforeasking,“Oh?Leaving

already,Mr.Kanagawa?”

“Indeed.Ihavesomeaffairstoattendto,soI’llbeheadingbackfirst,”repliedKaiashegotintohiscar.

Watchingasthecarswiftlyleftthescene,thecolonelcouldn’thelpbutmutter,“Whyonearthdidhe

comehereinthefirstplace…?”

Hearingthecolonel’scomment,amilitaryofficertookthechancetoreply,“Hemayhavecomehereto

lookforsomeone.Afterall,hissubordinateswerescanningthisplacehighandlowearlier.I’massuming

theyleftsincetheycouldn’tfindthepersontheywerelookingfor.”

“Hmm?Asifthere’dbeanyonehe’slookingforhere,ofallplaces…”mutteredthecolonelasheshook

hisheadindisbelief…

MovingbacktoKai,whilehewasinthecar,hemadesuretocallRyugutotellhimtomeethiminthe

teahousewheretheyhadpreviouslymet…anditwasabouthalfanhourlaterwhenKaihimselfarrived

attheappointedvenue.

WatchingasKaisteppedout,Ryuguwholookedslightlyreluctanttobethereforcedasmilebefore



walkinguptoKaiandsaying,“Mr.Kanagawa,Iapologize,butI’mextremelybusyatthemoment.Just

skiptheformalitiesandtellmewhatyouneed.IhavetoleaveassoonasIcan…”

Scoffinginresponse,Kaithensneered,“Hah!Beforeanythingelse,allowmetocongratulateyoufor

successfullymakingafooloutofme!”

RaisingaslightbrowashewatchedKaiwalkpasthim,thepuzzledRyuguwaspromptedtoask,“…Make

afooloutofyou?WhywouldIeverdosuchathing…?”

ThoughheneverreallylikedKai,hewouldn’teverdaretomakeafooloutofKai.Withthatinmind,he

ranafterKaiwhohadalreadyenteredtheteahousebeforehurriedlyadding,“Pleaseelaborate,Mr.

Kanagawa.HowexactlydidImakeafooloutofyou?Youcan’tjustlabelmealiarthatunfairly!”

IgnoringRyugu,Kaisimplylookedattheshop’sownerbeforeordering,“Twopotsoftea.”

Completelyconfusedbythispoint,Ryuguwhodidn’twantKaitobeoffendedanyfurtherthensaid,

“Pleasetellmewhattheproblemis,Mr.Kanagawa…”
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“Playingdumb?Fine!Sinceyouwishtoknowsomuch,I’llspellitoutforyou!YoutoldmethatGerald

hadgonetothemilitarytraininggroundsthismorning,remember?Thenwhythehellwasn’thethere?”

growledKaiasheglaredatRyugu.

“You…wentover?”repliedthesurprisedRyugu.

“DidIstutter?Regardless,mysubordinatessearchedforhalfanhourtonoavail!WhileFujikowasthere,

therewerenotracesofGeraldatall!Withthatsaid,areyoutryingtocontinuefoolingmeor

something?”sneeredKai.



“…IknowforafactthatGeraldparticipatedinthespecialforcescompetitiontogetherwithFujiko.With

thatsaid,heshouldbetherewithher.Couldhehavenoticedyoubeforeyousawhim?Thatwould’ve

definitelypromptedhimtohidetillyouleft!”suggestedRyuguashescratchedthebackofhishead.

“It’sneedlesstosaythatnow.Eitherway,sincewe’realreadyhere,allowmetoaskwhyyouhaven’t

gottenridofGeraldevenafterthatweekIgaveyou.Hell,youeventoldmenottomakeamoveonhim

forthetimebeing.AretheHanyuassassinsnotcapableenoughtotakehimon?”scoffedRyugu,not

wantingtohearanyofRyugu’sexcuses.

Hearingthat,Ryugucouldonlysighashereplied,“…Itisabitinconvenientforustodealwiththis

case…”

Afterall,notonlyhadheyettosaveEndoandIzumi,buthehadlostseveralotherHanyuassassinsin

theprocessaswell.Withhowhumiliatingthisdefeatwas,therewasnowayRyuguwasgoingto

willinglyembarrasshimselfbytellingKaiwhathadhappened.

“Inconvenient?I’vebeencooperatingwiththeHanyusthisentiretime,no?Actually,Idowonderif

you’rehidingsomethingfromme,”growledKaiashefrowned.

ForRyugutofailtotakeGeraldoutevenafterbeinggivenallthistime…Whatwastheissue?Hehadto

gettothebottomofallthistoday!Otherwise,Geraldwouldsimplybeabletocontinuelivingfreeand

easy!

Thoughhewasreluctanttotalkaboutit,RyuguknewthatKaiwasn’tgoingtolethimoffthateasilyifhe

continuedkeepinghismouthshut.Withthatinmind,Ryuguthenasked,“Do…youreallywishtoknow

theentiresituation…?”

“Cutthecr*pandjusttellmealready!”grumbledKaiashetookasipofteabeforeslammingtheteacup

ontothetable.

Sighing,Ryuguthenreplied,“I…thinkyouknowEndoandIzumi,right…?”



“Ofcourse.They’rebothteamleadersofyourfamily’smanyassassinationteams,no?Youknow,ifyou

hadjustsentthosetwotogetridofGerald,I’msurethemissionwouldhavebeenoverinasinglenight!

AreyouworriedthatIcan’taffordtocommissionthosetwoorsomething?”saidKaislightlyimpatiently.

“…Actually,theywerethefirstIsentout-”

“Thenwhat’stheissue?Didtheygorogueorsomething?”

Takingadeepbreath,Ryuguthensaid,“…Ifyoucouldjustletmefinish,Mr.Kanagawa…Thetruthis,

they’vegonemissingeversincetheyenteredtheFutabamanor!”

“…Missing?”repliedKaiwithadeepfrown.

Thoughhewasn’taHanyu,hewaswellawareofhowstrongEndoandIzumiwere.KillingGerald

should’vebeenacinchforthem…

“Indeed…Eversincetheyentered,Ihaven’tgottennewsaboutthemtillthisveryday…”muttered

Ryuguwithaheavysigh,makingitclearthatthiswasanextremelyworryingincidenttohim.Afterall,if

EndoandIzumireallyweredead,thenhisfamilywouldn’tbeabletobearthelosses…
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Whatmore,aslongasGeraldwasinthepicture,therewasahighchancethattheHanyuswouldn’tever

beabletokidnapFujikotothreatenTakuya.

“…What?Yousentbothofthemyetneitherofthemhasreportedback?”repliedKaiinbewilderment.

“Iwouldn’tlieaboutsomethinglikethis…Regardless,afterlosingcontactwiththem,IpursuedGeralda

fewdaysago…Unfortunately,hekilledseveralofmymenintheprocess.Ifyouwantproof,justheadto



theYamashitafamily’sdesertedmountain…Ilefttheircorpsesthere…”explainedRyuguasheshookhis

headinresignation.Thiswashonestlybeyondhumiliatingforhimtoadmit.Afterall,thislosswasunlike

anythingtheHanyushadeverfacedbefore…

“…IsGeraldreallythatstrong…?”mutteredKaiwithafrown.Kai,forone,hadonlybrieflymetGerald.

Asfarasheknew,GeraldwasjustanaverageJoe.Whilehecould’vehiredanordinarykillertogoafter

Gerald,hehadoptedtogetRyugu’shelpsincehewantedthemurdertobeperfect.Ittrulyhadn’t

occurredtohimthattheHanyuswouldhavetroubletakingGeraldout!

“Wewould’vetakenhimoutagesagoifhewasn’t!”repliedRyuguashesighedagain,wonderinghow

hewasgoingtogetmoreinformationaboutEndoandIzumi’ssituation.Ryugu,forone,figuredthatthe

patriarchhadn’tlearnedoftheduo’sdisappearanceyet.Oncehedid,however,thepatriarchwould

surelyflyintoarage…

“…Howtrulyodd…HowdidtheFutabasgetacquaintedwithsuchastrongperson..?IheardthatGerald

wasjustafamilyguest.However,ifTakuya’sfamilyhadsuchapowerfulally,whydidheonlyaskfor

Gerald’shelpafterhisfamilygotreducedtosuchastate?”mutteredKaiashepouredanothercupof

teaforhimselfbeforetakingasip.

“That’sthereasonItoldyoutolaylowforthetimebeing.IwishtoinvestigatefurtherintoGerald’s

backgroundfirst.Speakingofwhich,sinceI’vealreadysaidthismuch,youshouldknowaboutan

incidentthathappenedbackwhenwewereonthatdesertedmountain.Yousee,webumpedintoan

elderoftheYamashitafamily.Somethingshappened,butlongstoryshort,thatoldmangaveGerald

andFujikoachancetoescapewhileIwasn’tpayingattention!”explainedRyuguinaslightlyreluctant

tone.

Thoughhedidn’treallywanttosharethisinformation,hefiguredthatKaiwouldonlycontinueto

misunderstandthesituationifhedidn’ttellhimthefullstory.BytellingKaiallthis,notonlywould

Ryuguavoidmoreunnecessarytrouble,buthecouldalsopotentiallygetsomehelpfromtheKanagawas.

“…What?You’retellingmethattheYamashitashavearelationshipwiththeFutabas?That’simpossible!

I’veneverheardofthisbefore!”repliedKai.



“…Whateverthecaseis,I’llbefocusingoninvestigatingGerald’sstrengthandbackgroundforthetime

being.I’llalsobelookingintotherelationshipbetweentheFutabasandtheYamashitas.Withthatsaid,

theHanyuswon’tbemakingamovetillwegetsufficientinformationonthesituation.Afterall,while

wecanaffordtooffendtheFutabas,offendingtheYamashitaswillsurelyspelldoomformyfamily…”
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Sincehehadalreadysaidthismuch,Ryugufiguredthathemayaswelljustrevealallhisthoughtsonthe

situation.

“…Isee.ThankgodIaskedyouaboutthisfirst…Otherwise,Icould’veeasilygottenmyselfkilledifI

continuedpursuingGeraldtoday!”repliedKaiwhowasalreadydrenchedincoldsweatafterhearingall

that.Afterall,whocould’veguessedthatGeraldwasactuallythisstrong?Hewasstrongenoughtotake

ontwooftheHanyufamily’sstrongestassassinsforheaven’ssake!

Thinkingaboutit,hadKaibumpedintoGeraldearlierandcausedascene,hewasnowworriedthatthe

soldierswouldn’thavebeenabletoprotecthimatall…

“Indeed…Regardless,what’syourdecisiononthematter…?”askedRyugu.

“…I’llbeheadingbackfirsttoconsiderallthis…However,IstillwantGeralddeadbytheendofallthis.

Nomatterhowmuchittakes,Iwon’tresteasytillhe’ssixfeetunder!”growledKai,grittinghisteethas

heclenchedhisfiststightly.

Noddinginresponse,Ryuguthenrubbedhishandsforawhilebeforeasking,“…Beforethat…There’s

somethingI’dlikeyoutoclarify,ifyoudon’tmind…”

“Askaway,”repliedKai.

“Well…yourfamilywillsoonbeunitedwiththeFutabas,right…?Throughmarriage?Withthatinmind,

isn’tGeraldaguestoftheFutabas?Whyareyousohellbentonkillinghim…?That’sjustmebeing

curious,feelfreenottoanswer…”saidRyugu,worriedthatKaiwouldoverthinkhisquestion.



“…Thatdoesn’tconcernyou.Also,don’teveraskmeaboutthisagain!”grumbledKaiashisgazeturned

gloomy.Hewasgoingtocarrythissecrettohisgrave!HaditnotbeenforthefactthatRyuguwasthe

leaderoftheHanyu’sassassinteamandthatRyuguwasstillslightlyusefultohim,Kaiwould’vealready

orderedhissubordinatestokillthatmanforaskingsuchanoutrageousquestion!

“…Understood,”repliedRyugu,notwantinganyunnecessarytroublefromKai.

“Eitherway,let’sjustcallitadayfornow.I’llstartinvestigatingGeraldandtheFutabasonceIgetback.

I’llbesuretoinformyouifIfindanything.Asforyou,don’tthinkaboutslackingoffonthismission.

Remember,aslongasyoukillGerald,I’mwillingtopaytripleofwhatIinitiallypromised!”declaredKai

ashefinishedhisteaandgottohisfeet.

WatchingasKaiwalkedout,Ryugusimplyreplied,“Noproblem…”

Ryugu,forone,wassurethattheKanagawaswouldbeabletofindoutmoreaboutGeraldwithouttoo

muchtrouble.

Regardless,onceKaigotintothecar,helitacigarettebeforecrossinghislegs.

Withthecardoorsnowclosed,oneofhismencouldn’thelpbutsay,“…He’slying,right…?There’sno

wayGeraldwouldbestrongenoughtokillsomanyoftheHanyufamily’sassassins.It’sevenmore

unbelievabletothinkthathe’scapableenoughtodefeatEndoandIzumi!AndtheFutabashavinga

goodrelationshipwiththeYamashitas?Asifthatwouldeverhappen!”
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“…IfeelthatRyuguwouldn’tlieaboutthis,”repliedKaiasheshookhishead.Thoughhedidn’tcontact

Ryugumuch,heunderstoodtheman’scharacterwell.

“…Butifwhathesaidwastrue,thenGeraldtrulyhasinhumanstrength…!He’sdefinitelynotsomeone



wecandealwith!Doyouthinkhe’srelatedtothoseWestoncultivators…?”askedthesubordinatewho

knewaboutthesethingssincehehadbeenworkingforKaiforsomanyyears.

“Canit!”retortedKaiashefrowneddeeply.Cultivators,ingeneral,couldn’tbetalkedaboutsocasually.

EventhoughKaiandhissubordinateweren’tcultivators,ifwordgotoutabouttheexistenceof

cultivators-andthecultivatorsfoundthattheywerethesourceoftheinformationleak-,theywould

surelyberuined!

EventhoughKaiwasnostrangertousinghisfamily’snametocommitallsortsofcrimes,heknewbetter

thantopickabonewithcultivators.He,forone,understoodthatevenhisfamilywouldbeburdenedby

allthisifsuchascenariocametobe,sohewasn’tcountingonthemtoprotecthim.

“I-I’msorry,Mr.Kanagawa!P-puttingthataside…ShouldwestartinvestigatingGerald…?”askedthe

subordinateasheimmediatelyloweredhishead.

“…Leavehimbeforthemoment.There’ssomethingelsethat’smuchmoreimportantatthemoment,”

saidKaiwithasigh.

“…Are…youreferringtotherelationshipbetweentheFutabasandtheYamashitas…?”askedthe

subordinate.

“Indeed.Theexistenceofninjashasalwaysbeenatrickytopictoconfirm.Afterall,nobody’sever

claimedtoseeonebefore.However,nowthatRyugu’spersonallywitnessedone,thingscouldgetalot

messieriftherereallyissomethingbetweenthosetwofamilies,”repliedKaiashetookadeepbreath.

ThoughhedesperatelywantedGeraldgone,withthe

Yamashitasnowintheequation,heknewbetterthantoactrashly.

Itcertainlydidn’thelpthatGeraldwascapableofdefeatingEndoandIzumidespitetheircombined

strength.Unlesshehiredthetopinternationalhitmenintheworld,Kaiwasprettysurehewouldn’tever

poseathreattoGerald…



Thinkingaboutit,Kairaisedhishandbeforesaying,“…Staysilentforamoment”

Itwasabouttenminuteslaterwhenhisfrownfinallyeasedalittle.Infact,Kaisoonrevealedavictorious

smileashesaid,“…Tellme,what’sEndoandIzumi’srankintheinternationalassassinlist?”

“Theyshouldbesomewherenearranktwenty,”repliedthesubordinatewhoasKai’ssubordinate

neededtoknowthepositionsofalltheinfluentialpeopleinJapan.

“Ifthat’sthecase,IjustneedtohirethetoptenassassinstofinishGeraldoff,right?Withtheirlevelof

expertise,I’msuretheycandothedeedwithouttheFutabaandYamashitafamily’sknowledge!”

declaredKaiasheheldontohischin.

“That’sdefinitelyaviablesolution,Mr.Kanagawa!However…ifGeraldreallyisasstrongasRyugu

describedhimtobe…Whatiftheassassinsfailtotakehimout…?”askedthesubordinate.

“…What?ThosefromthetoptenarecapableenoughtoassassinatepresidentsfromtheWesternUnion!

Withthatsaid,there’snowaythey’dhavetroubledealingwithasmallfrylikeGerald!Attheveryleast,

eveniftheydofailtokillhim,Ibelievethattheirprofessionalethicswillprotectouridentities!Because

ofthat,IhavenodoubtsthatthismissionwillbecompletedwithoutahitchonceIhirethem!”
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AfterhearingwhatKaihadtosay,thefoursubordinatesexchangedglancesbeforesaying,“…We

supposeyou’reright!”

JustasKaihadsaid,eveniftheassassinsdidfailtokillGerald,theyprobablywouldn’texposewhohad

hiredthem.Whilethisprobablymeantthatmoremoneyneededtobespent,whatwasmoneytothe

Kanagawas?Honestly,hiringahitmanwasprobablycheaperthanwhatKaiwasusedtospendingatbars

everynight!



“Thenthatsettlesit!Hurryandusemynametocontactthetoptenassassinsonthelist!Thecloserthey

aretous,thesoonerthatb*starddies!Also,makesuretotellthemthatiftheyfulfilltheirmission,I’ll

increasetheirpaymenttouptothirtypercenthigherthanthemarketprice!”declaredKaiasheslapped

histhigh.

Afterallthathadhappened,KaiknewbetterthantotrusttheHanyuswiththiscase.Notonlywould

relyingonthembeawasteoftime,buthewasprettysurethatthedeposithepaidthemwasgoingto

endupbeingacompletewasteofmoneyaswell.

Regardless,justasKai’ssubordinatefishedhisphoneout,themansuddenlyfrozebeforeturningtolook

atKaiandwhispering,“…Um…Mr.Kanagawa…?”

“…What?Justsayitalready!”mutteredtheimpatientKai.

Gulping,thesubordinatethenstuttered,“W-well…Ifthemasterlearnsaboutallthis…”

AsidefrombeingKai’ssubordinates,thesemenwerealsomembersoftheKanagawafamily.Withthat

inmind,thesubordinatesknewthatifanythinghappenedtoKai,theywouldhavetobearfull

responsibility.ItwasthereasonwhytheyalwaysnotifiedtheKanagawapatriarchwheneverKaistepped

outofline.Doingsopromptedthepatriarchtostepforwardandresolvethematter…

Eitherway,uponhearingthat,Kaiwhohateditwhenhissubordinatesusedhisfather’snameto

threatenordisciplinehimthenretorted,“Hewon’tfindoutaslongasallofuskeepitasecret,right?”

AfterworkingasKai’ssubordinatesforsomanyyears,thesemenwerehonestlynodifferentthanhis

confidants.WhiletheykneweverythingaboutKai,Kaihimselfknewthattheywereonlyhiredbyhis

fathertokeepacloseeyeonhim.

Thoughthatmeantthathisfathernowkneweverymovehemade,Kaicouldn’tjustbanishhismen

away.Afterall,notonlywoulddoingsolosehimhisfreedom,buthealsoneededthemtodolotsof

thingsforhim.



Whateverthecasewas,Kaiwaswellawarethathisfatherusuallyturnedablindeyeaslongashedidn’t

doanythingexcessive.Evenifhedidendupcreatingamess,aslongasitwasn’tovertheline,hisfather

wouldsurelystepin.However,nowthathewashiringthetoptenassassins,evenKaiknewthathewas

clearlypushingit.

“B-butthemastertoldustoinformhimofyoureverymove,Mr.Kanagawa…!Ifyou’rereallygoing

throughwiththis,it’simpossiblethatwehideitfromhim!

Afterall,ifthoseassassinscreateamesshere,theunpreparedmasterwon’tbeabletoresolveitthat

easily!”criedoutoneofthesubordinates.

AllofKai’smenknewthatifthingswentsouthandtheydidn’treportanyofthistothepatriarch,none

ofthemwouldbeabletobeartheresponsibility…!

Hearingthat,Kaisighedbeforetakingacigaretteoutandlightingit.Puffingontoitforamoment,he

eventuallysaidinalowvoice,“…Howlonghaveyoumenworkedforme?’

“Almosttenyearsbynow,youngmaster!”repliedthemeninunison.

“SinceI’veneveraskedaboutthespecificsofwhatyoureportedtomyfatherthroughouttheseyears

notthatI’mblamingyou,Ionlyaskinreturnthatyoudon’tinformhimaboutwhatI’mabouttodo.Just

thisonce,”saidKaiwithafrown.
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Kai,forone,understoodthatthiswashisbestshotatgettingridofGerald.IfGeraldsomehowleftJapan

beforehemanagedtodothedeed,thenKaiwaspositivethathewouldlosetrackofGeraldforgood.If

thatcametobe,thenhe’dhavetokeepallthisbitternessinhisheartforever!

“…T-that…”mutteredhismenastheylookedateachotherindismay,wonderinghowtoevenproceed.



Seeinghowworriedtheywere,Kaithenfishedafewbankcardsoutfromthecar’scompartmentand

handedonetoeachofthembeforesaying,“Here.Eachofthesehasamilliondollarsinthem.Feelfree

tofinishthecashup.”

Afterlookingatthecardsforawhile,eventually,allthesubordinatescoulddowasacceptthem.Forone,

theyknewthatKaiwasreallydesperatetoendGerald’slifeandthatthiswashisbestchanceofdoingso.

However,theywerealsowellawarethattheywouldhavetofacehismightywrathiftheydeclined.

Whateverthecasewas,asallofKai’ssubordinatesthoughtaboutit,theyslowlyassuredthemselves

thatsuchhighprofileassassinswereextremelyconfidentialwiththeirinformation.Withthatinmind,as

longasnobodysaidanything,thepatriarchwouldneverfindout.

Regardless,afterthelastofhissubordinatesacceptedhiscards,Kaiwaspromptedtoask,“…Iassume

we’reallinagreement,then?”

“…Onlythisonce,youngmaster…However,knowthatifthemasterlearnsaboutthis,we’llbeinboiling

hotwater…”mutteredoneofhissubordinates.Thoughthestakeswerehigh,thesubordinatescouldn’t

denythatamilliondollarswasequivalenttosixyears’worthofsalary.

“Cutthecr*pandcontactthoseassassinsalready!Westillneedtoseewho’swillingtotakethemission!

Remember,thesoonerwegetridofGerald,thesoonerthisaffairwillbedonewith!”repliedKaiashe

gesturedforthemtogettoitinaslightlyimpatienttone.

“Loudandclear!”declaredhissubordinateswhoimmediatelygottowork…

Backatthetraininggrounds,anentiredayofcompetitionshadpassed,anditwasfinallytimeforthe

results.ThoughAidendidn’tscoretoohigh,hisresultsweren’tbadeither.Attheveryleast,hisresults

wereaboveaverage.

GeraldhimselfhadnoideathatKaihadcomelookingforhiminthefirstplace.Sincehehadrestedin



themorning,hefeltparticularlyenergeticbythetimenightcame.Withthatinmind,beforeAiden

returned,Geraldmadesuretoheadtoanearbyrestauranttobuyhimamountainoffoodfordinner.

Soonafter,Aidenenteredtheroom,lookingquitebewilderedashesaid,“…You’renotgoingtobelieve

thisbut…Ms.Fujikogotmuchhigherresultsthanme…!”

“Howmuchhigher?”askedGeraldashewatchedAidentakehiscoatoff.

“Shegotfourthplaceinthecompetitiontoday,whichmeansthatshe’stenranksaboveme!”replied

Aidenwithashrug.Honestly,hehadexpectedhertoranklast.

“Fujikowasn’tgiventhetitleof‘QueenofSoldiers’fornothing,youknow?Ihaveafeelingthatifyou

twoduelagainsteachother,she’llprobablywin.Youcouldinviteherforaduelifyou’dliketotestthat

statement!”repliedGeraldwithasmile.

GeraldwasconfidentinFujiko’smartialartsskills.Afterall,hehadwitnessedhowwellshehadheldher

groundbackwhenshewasbeingattackedbehindthehotelthatnight.Haditnotbeenforthefactthat

herphysiqueheldherback,shecouldhavedefinitelytakenherassailantout.Ifthathadhappened,then

Geraldwouldn’thavehadtostepforwardtosaveher.

“I’drathernot…I’mexhaustedenoughaftercompetingforanentireday…NowIjustwanttohave

dinnerandrestforawhilebeforepreparingfortomorrow’sevents…”saidAidenasheshookhishead.

Afterafulldayofcompetitions,hefeltthathewasgoingtocollapseatanymoment.

“Thenlet’seatsoyoucanheadtobedearlyoncewe’redone,”repliedGeraldashegesturedtowardthe

diningtable.

Withthatsaid,theythenbeganhavingtheirmeals,makingsuretodiscussanyotherissuesthatneeded

resolvinginbetweenbites…



Fastforwardtothenextmorning,AidenandFujikoleftforthetraininggroundagaintoresumethe

competition.GeraldandMasterGhost,ontheotherhand,remainedinthelivingroomtodiscussthe

secretsoftheseamap…

Shortlyafter,afishingshipcouldbeseendockingthecoastofJapan…
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Followingthat,amandonningblackclotheswholookedtobearoundsixfeettallgotoutoftheship.

Sincehisfacewascoveredbyamask,onlyhissharpeyeswerevisible…

Thoughhewasn’tholdingontoanything,anyonewhocameacrosshimkepttheirdistance.Therewas

justsomethingoffwithhisaura…

Regardless,themaneventuallyenteredablackcarbythecoastbeforebeingdrivenoff…

Fastforwardtohalfanhourlater,KaicouldbeseensmokinginavillaneartheKanagawamanor.Sitting

onhisleftandright,weretwoyoung,nakedwomen,andstandingbeforehim,wereafewofhis

subordinates.

ThoughKai’shandscontinuouslygropedthetwobeauties,thesubordinateslookedcompletelyunfazed,

almostasthoughtheywerealreadyusedtowitnessingsuchscenes.Asidefromoccasionallyglimpsing

attheirbodies,thesubordinatesmostlykepttheireyestothemselves.Afterall,theyknewthatthey’d

eventuallygettoplaywiththewomenaswell.

Usually,afterKaihadhisfunwithhiswomen,hewouldthenpassthemovertohismenas‘rewards’.

Duetothat,Kai’ssubordinateshadhadthepleasureofplayingaroundwithnotonlyprostitutionmodels,

butalsosomeofthelowerrankedcelebritiesinJapan!

Eitherway,itwasn’tlongbeforeKai’sphonebegantoring.Afterpickingitup,Kairemainedsilentfora

whilebeforeloweringitandsaying,“He’shere.”



“…Huh?Who’shere?”askedoneofthesubordinates.

“Whatdoyoumeanwho’shere?It’stheassassin!He’sarrivedinJapanandiscurrentlyonhiswayover

inhiscar!Heshouldbeherewithinthehour…”grumbledKai.

“Oh?Shouldweleave,then?”askedthetwowomen.

“Juststayhere.However,Iwantbothofyoutoimmediatelyforgetwhatyou’veheardlateron,gotit?

Exposeusanditwon’tbelongbeforetheconsequencescatchuptoyou.Anddon’tsayanything

unnecessary,understand?”repliedKaiashefirmlygraspedtheirshoulders.Kai,forone,hadn’tsatisfied

hislustyet.Sowhatiftheyweremeetinganassassin?Itwasn’tasthoughhewasdoinganythingwrong.

Hearingthatandunderstandinghowimportantthiswas,thewomenimmediatelynoddedbeforesaying,

“Understood!”

Thetwogirlshadalreadywitnessedhowterriblythingscouldgowrongifpeoplelikethemfailedto

obeytheirorders.Withthatinmind,aslongastheyobeyedKai’swords,notonlywouldtheybegranted

justaboutanything,butthey’dalsoavoidahorribledeath.

Noddinginresponse,Kaithenlookedatoneofhissubordinatesandasked,“So,where’stheassassin

from?”

“He’sfromthesoutheastandhiscodenameisVulture.Rankedeighthontheassassinlist,he’swanted

byboththeWesternUnionandafewoftheEuropeancountries.Thoughhe’saworld-classcriminal,

nobody’sbeenabletocapturehim,”repliedhissubordinateashereadouttheinformationonhis

phone.

“Asexpected,thosefromthetoptentrulyareextraordinary…Tothinkthathe’sbeenabletoescapethe

WesternUnion’sgraspthisentiretime!Withhowcapableheis,I’msureitwon’tbelongtillGerald

finallymeetshisend!”declaredKaiashenoddedinsatisfaction.



Hadhethoughtaboutthisearlier,hewouldn’tevenhavebotheredlookingfortheHanyus.Withhow

viciousthoseonthetoptenwere,Geraldcould’vebeendeadbynow!Beingprofessionals,Kaiwasalso

surethatGerald’scorpsewouldbedealtwithsoefficientlythathismurderwouldneverbesolved…

Notlongafter,aknockcouldbeheardonthedoor,promptingKaitoimmediatelygettohisfeetashe

exclaimed,“Vultureishere!”

Uponhearingthat,thedoorwasopenedandinsteppedthemaninblackfrombefore…

Thesecondheentered,everyonecouldimmediatelyfeelhowimmenselypressuringhisaurawas.Even

thetwowomenfrombeforeimmediatelylookedtowardthefloor,notdaringtolooktheassassininthe

face…
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Afterglancingaroundforabit,VultureimmediatelystaredstraightatKaibeforeaskinginalowand

hoarse,“…KanagawaKai,Ipresume?”

“That,Iam.Sinceyoucameallthewayfromthesoutheast,dogetsomerestfirst.Speakingofwhich,

I’vealsopreparedthesetwobeautiesforyou.Feelfreetodowhateveryouwantwiththem,”repliedKai

ashegesturedtowardthetwowomen.

“Isee.ThenI’llbethankingyouinadvance,then!”declaredVulturewhowasn’tabouttosaynotosuch

beautifulwomen.Afterall,thewomenfromwherehecamefromwereallunsightly,tosaytheleast.

TheywereincomparabletoJapanesewomen!

Withthatsaid,Vulturethenremovedhiscoatbeforeplacinghisarmsonthetwowomen’sshoulders

andguidingthemintooneoftherooms.

Oncetheywereinside,oneofKai’ssubordinatescouldn’thelpbutask,“…Um…Mr.Kanagawa…?What



iftheyendup…youknow…dead…?”

WhileitwastruethatKai’smenwerenostrangerstocrimeandtheyweren’tagainsthurtingwomen,

murderwasalinenoneofthemdaredtocross.

Hearingthat,Kaisimplywavedhishandbeforereplyingrathernonchalantly,“What’stheretobeafraid

of?They’rejusttworandomuniversitystudents.AslongashekillsGerald,I’mwillingtolethimhavehis

waywithevenfamouslocalstars!”

Withthatsaid,Kaithenlitacigarettebeforesmiling,promptinghismentoremainsilentastheywaited

forVulturetobedone.FromhowpleasedKailooked,itwasalmostasthoughhecouldalreadysee

Gerald’sdemiseinVulture’shands…

Whateverthecasewas,itwasn’tlongbeforeVultureexitedtheroom.Slippinghisclotheson,hethen

said,“Apologiesforkeepingyouwaiting,Mr.Kanagawa.”

Takingapeekintotheroom,Kaisawthatthetwowomenwerelyingonthebed,motionless.Italmost

feltliketheyweredead…Evenso,Kaifeltmoreenviousthananything.Afterall,afterbingingonwine

andwomenthroughouttheyears,hisbodyhadbeencompletelyruinedtothepointwherehefoundit

hardtoevengeterect.

AsKaiwasresentingthatfact,Vulturefinishedbuttoninguphiscoatandsatonthecouchbefore

laughingasheadded,“Still,thosetwowerefartooweak!”

Feelingmorehumiliatedthaneverafterhearingthat,Kaithennoddedbeforereplying,“…Eitherway,

nowthatyou’vehadyourfun,couldwegettobusiness,sir?”

Shrugging,Vulturesimplysaid,“Finewithme.”

“Alright,so…There’sthispersoncalledGeraldCrawford,andhe’saguestoftheFutabafamily.Ihaven’t



managedtofullyinvestigatehisbackground,butIdoknowthathe’sratherstrong.Afterall,noteven

theHanyuswereabletohurthim,”explainedKaiashegesturedforhismentobringoverGerald’s

detailsbeforehandingthemtoVulture.

“Hah!WhatkindofcrappyfamilyistheHanyus?Dotheyevendeservetobecalledassassins?”scoffed

Vulture,notevenbotheringtoreadthenoteshehadbeenhanded.AllhedidwasstareatGerald’s

photographforawhilebeforesnortingdisdainfully.

ThoughKaiwasleftmomentarilystunned,hequicklylaughedaloudbeforereplying,“Yougotthat

right!”

WhileitwastruethatEndoandIzumiwererankedquitehighontheassassinlist,therewas

undoubtedlyamassivegapbetweenthemandthetoptenassassins…Withthatinmind,Vulturehad

everyrighttolookdownontheHanyus…
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WithhowconfidentVulturesounded,KaiwassurethatGeraldwoulddefinitelybemurderedthistime…!

AfterlookingatGerald’spictureforawhileandmemorizingit,Vulturecouldn’thelpbutfeelthatGerald

lookedslightlyfamiliar.Whilehecouldn’ttellwhythatwas,hemadesuretohidehiscuriositybyasking,

“Regardless,whileIcandefinitelyfinishhimoff,aboutthecommission…”

Hearingthat,Kaigesturedatoneofhismenbeforesaying,“Bringitover.”

Noddinginresponse,thesubordinatethendisappearedintoanotherroombeforequicklyreturningwith

asuitcase…

WatchingashissubordinateopeneditbeforeVulture,Kaithencrossedhislegsbeforeadding,“There’s

twomilliondollarsinthere.IfyoukillGeraldwithinthreedays,I’lltransferfivemillionmoredollarsinto

yourbankaccountastherestofyourcommission.Ifitextendspastthreedays,however,I’llhaveto

lowerittofourmilliondollarsinstead.Evenso,Ibelieveyou’llneedaweekatmosttotakehimout.



Whatdoyousay?”

“Finebyme,”repliedVulture.Afterall,hewasbeinggivensevenmilliondollarswhenthetargetwasn’t

evenatycoonorseniorgovernmentofficial!Aslongasheplannedrightanddideverythingcorrectly,

thismissionwasgoingtobeacinch!

“Verywell,then!Yourtaskbeginstomorrowmorning!Speakingofwhich,feelfreetoresthereinthe

nextfewdays,sir.Thosetwowomenwillnaturallyremainhereforyourpleasure.However,ifyoudon’t

thinkthey’reenough,feelfreetoaskformore!Aslongasyou’reabletokillGeraldwithintheallocated

time,I’llgrantyouanything!”declaredKaiwithasmile.

Followingthat,VulturewatchedasKaiandhissubordinatesleftthevilla.Oncetheyweregone,hetook

asipofwaterbeforereturningtohisroom…

AsforKaiandhismen,aftergettingintotheircar,oneofhissubordinatescouldn’thelpbutask,“Where

tonow,Mr.Kanagawa…?”

“Totheentertainmentcompany.Theyorganizedaselectioneventrecently,right?Let’sseeifthereare

anybeautiesaround!It’shightimewecelebrated!”repliedKaidelightedly.SinceGeraldwasnowas

goodasdeadtohim,Kaiwassoelatedthathehonestlywantedtohaveacarracejusttoshowhow

overjoyedhewas.

“Gotit!”repliedhissubordinatewithanodbeforedrivingthecartowardtheKanagawa’sentertainment

company…

AsforGerald,henaturallyhadnoideaaboutanyofthis.Regardless,afteragoodnight’srest,the

energizedyouthdecidedtowalkaroundthetraininggroundsalonewhileAidenandFujikoheadedoffto

participateinmorecompetitions.

Naturally,hewasn’tdoingthisjusttohaveastroll.Thetruthwas,GeraldwantedtolocatetheCrawford

cultivatorfrombefore.



Afterall,beforehittingthehaythenightbefore,hehadmomentarilysensedthatperson’spresence.

Fromwhathecouldtell,thepersonwaseitherwithinthetraininggroundorsomewherenearit.Since

thiswasanurbanarea,therewerenumeroushotelsforthatcultivatortohidein.

WhileGeraldwasn’treallyafraidofthatperson,hewasworriedthattroublecouldbrewifheallowed

thecultivatortodoashepleased.Gerald,forone,didn’twantthoseclosetohimtogetaffectedbythat.

Ashewaswalkingaround,GeraldbumpedintoIchirowhowasquicktojogoverbeforeasking,“Oh?

Whatareyoudoinghere,Mr.Crawford?”

“I’mjusttakingastroll,”repliedGeraldwithafaintsmile.
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“Ifyoudon’tmind,couldwetalkforabit,Mr.Crawford?”askedIchiroasheheavedasigh.Ichiro,for

one,couldn’ttalktohiscolleaguesaboutsomethingsandhedidn’thaveanyclosefriendsnearby.With

thatinmind,hefiguredthatGeraldwouldbetheperfectlistener.

“Sure.Idon’tmind,”repliedGeraldwithanod,figuringthathecouldpossiblylearnmorecluesabout

thepersonwhohadmurderedtheYanamspecialforcessoldier.Whatmore,thiswashischancetoseeif

theJapanesemilitaryhadmanagedtofigureoutthathewasAdler’smurderer.

“I’mgladyouagreed!Please,followme.Youknow,myfamilymailedsomegoodteatomerecently,I’ll

letyoutrysome,”saidIchirowithasmile.

Followingthat,theduosoonfoundthemselveswalkingintoIchiro’soffice.Uponentering,Ichiro

immediatelytoldhissecretarytogetsometeareadybeforegesturingforGeraldtotakeaseat

“Theproblemskeepstackingup,Mr.Crawford…IfI’mtobehonest,Idon’tevenknowwhereIshould

startinvestigating!ButifIdon’tstartgettingresults,Imaynotevenbeabletokeepmyjob!”muttered



Ichiroinresignation.

“You’retellingme.TheretrulyhasbeenquiteabitgoingonaroundtheJapanesetraininggrounds

recentlyStill,haven’tyoumanagedtoobtainothercluesaboutthetwomurderssincethelasttimewe

talked?”askedGeraldwithanod.

“NothingwithAdler’scase…Tothinkthatwehaven’tbeenabletofindanythingevenafterhalfamonth

haspassed!Therejustdoesn’tseemtobeanytracesofthemanleft!ItrulythinkthatAdler’s

disappearanceisanunsolvablecase…Asfortheotherperson,we’vefoundhiscorpseandsentitback

toYanam.Whilewe’recurrentlydoingathoroughinvestigationbasedonthecluesthemurdererleft

behind,wedon’tknowifwe’llbeabletosniffhimoutintheend…”explainedIchiro.

IchirowasonlyspeakingthiscasuallyaboutallthissinceheknewthatGeraldwasn’tpartofthemilitary.

HewasalsoprettysurethatGeraldwasn’tinvolvedwitheitherofthecases,whichwaswhyhedidn’t

mindsharingallthesedetailstoletoffsomesteam.

“Isee…Foryoursake,Ihopeyou’llbeabletofindtheculpritsoon…”repliedGeraldwithanod.

“Thankyou…Youknow,thecoloneltoldmethatifIcontinuefailingtouncoverthesetwocases,not

onlywillthecolonelbefired,butI’llbeforcedtoresignaswell.Youcantellthatthey’reseriousjustby

howmanyJapanesemilitarysoldiersarestandingguardoverthetraininggroundsnow.Afterall,athird

casewouldbedisastrous…I’llbefrankandsaythatI’mthankfulthattheonlyvictimsarethosefrom

Yanam.ItmeansthatweonlyneedtocompensateYanamwithgiftsorsomethingelse.Ifthecases

involvedsomeonefromWeston,theWesternUnion,oranyoftheEuropeancountries,we’dtrulybein

hotwater!”saidIchiroasheshookhisheadwithasigh,clearlyvexedoutofhismind.

AsIchiro’ssecretaryreturnedwithsometeapromptingIchirotohandaglassovertoGerald,Gerald

couldn’thelpbutask,“Indeed…Speakingofwhich,there’salotofhotelsnearby,right?Sinceyouhave

themurderer’sheightandgeneralbodydescription,maybeyoucouldfindhimwithinthehotelsinthe

area.Justathought…”

Naturally,Geraldwasonlysuggestingthissincehewasplanningtodosohimselfinthefirstplace.

However,Ichirosimplyreplied,“I’vealreadydonethattonoavailHell,wediditthedayafterthe



incident,buttheresimplywerenotracesofourculprit.Isuspecthemusthaveimmediatelyfledafter

doingthedeed…”

Frowningslightly,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“…Areyouabsolutelysure…?”

WhileheinitiallyhadhisdoubtsthatthepersonwasaCrawfordcultivator,afterwhatIchirohadjust

toldhim,itseemedthattheculpritreallywasacultivator…
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However,thefactthattheJapaneseMilitaryhadn’tbeenabletolocatehimeventhoughGeraldhad

clearlysensedthatperson’spresencethenightbeforewaspuzzling,tosaytheleast.

“Ofcourse,Iam!Don’tworry,theinvestigationisn’tanythingconfidentialsothere’snoreasonforme

tolie,”repliedIchiroashewavedhishand.

“Indeed…Well,Iwishyouluckwithyourinvestigations!Dotellmeifyourequireanyhelp.Idon’tmind

sinceIfeelwegetalongwell,”saidGeraldwithasubtlesmile.

“…Do…Doyoureallymeanthat,Mr.Crawford?”askedIchiroaftermomentarilyfreezing.

“WhatreasonwouldIhavetolie?”repliedGeraldwithachuckle.

“That…That’swonderful!Withhowstrongyouare,theculpritwilldefinitelybecaughtinnotime!”

exclaimedIchiroratherexcitedly.Ichiro,forone,knewthatGeraldalonehadcausedquiteamesswithin

theYanamMilitary,andonlysomeoneexceedinglystrongcouldachievesuchafeat.

“Youflatterme.Regardless,I’llsticktomyword,”repliedGeraldashestuckhishandoutfora

handshake,knowingfullwellthathewasonlydoingthisinhopesofeasinghissearchfortheCrawford

cultivator.



Whatmore,withtheJapanesemilitary’sinvestigationteaminvolved,theculpritcouldn’tjustrevealhis

cultivatorabilities,thusforcinghimtotakeonGeraldwithonlyhismartialartsskills.

Regardless,onceIchirocalmeddownalittle,hecouldn’thelpbutask,“…Cometothinkofit,what

benefitdoyougetfromallthis,Mr.Crawford…?Afterall,you’llonlybewastingtimeandenergyby

helpingus…”

Chucklinginresponse,Geraldthoughtupanexcuseonthespotbeforereplying,“AsI’vesaid,Ijustfeel

thatwegetalongwell.Besides,thoughAiden’sbusywiththecompetition,Idon’thaveanythingbetter

todo.”

“Isee…Well,whateverthecaseis,pleaseacceptmythanksonbehalfofthemilitaryinvestigationteam!

Ifyoumanagetocapturetheculprit,I’llsurelyaskmymilitarysuperiortorecordyourmerits!”said

IchiroashereturnedGerald’shandshake.SinceGeraldwaswillingtolendhisaidathislowest,Ichiro

nowsawGeraldasagoodfriend.

Laughinginresponse,Geraldreleasedtheirhandshakesoonafterbeforereplying,“Let’sworkhardand

capturethecrookassoonaswecan,then!”

SinceGeraldhadagreedtohelp,IchirowastednotimeandimmediatelyledGeraldtothecolonel’s

office.

Uponhearingfromthecolonel’ssecretarythatthecasecouldpotentiallybesolvedsoon,thecolonel

prioritizedreturningtohisofficeinsteadofcontinuingtowatchthecompetition.

Oncethecolonelgotthereandsatathisdesk,Ichiroimmediatelybeganreportingalltherecent

incidentstohimwhileGeraldremainedseatedonacouchwithintheroom.

Afewminuteslater,thecolonelgottohisfeetandscannedGeraldfromheadtotoebeforeasking,“…

GeraldCrawford,correct?”



“That,Iam,”repliedGeraldashegotupbeforenodding.

“Asyoualreadyknow,I’mthecoloneloftheJapanesemilitary,andIgobyShinOda.Ichirohastoldme

thatyou’rewillingtohelpussolvethetwomurders.WhileI’mhappytohearthat,Idowonderifyou

haveanyhiddenagendas…”saidOdaashereturnedanod…
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“Oh…?WhatagendascouldIprobablyhave?”askedGeraldasheraisedaslightbrow,clearlynot

expectingthecoloneltoaskthat.

“Don’tgetmewrong,butsinceI’mtheoneincharge,Ineedtoremainvigilantatalltimes.We’reall

awareofthegiantmessyoucreatedbackinYanam,Gerald.WiththeYanammilitary’sleadermissing

whichiswhyCarterisnowinchargeI’msimplyworriedthatyoumaydothesametoourmilitary,”

repliedOdaashestatedatGerald.

Withhowdangerousthismissionwas,Odaknewthatifthingsgotoutofcontrol,therewasahigh

chancethatanyonepresentwouldbeasgoodasdead…

Hearingthat,Geraldburstoutlaughingbeforeexplaining,“WhileIcanunderstandwhereyou’recoming

from,I’mafraidyoustilldon’tunderstandhowIoperate.Yousee,IonlydidthattotheYanammilitary

sincetheykidnappedmyfriend.Theyevenusedhislifetothreatenme,yousee.Withthatinmind,I

assumeyou’llseethingsfrommypointofView?”

“Ihaveheardaboutthattoo,”repliedOdawhohadpreviouslybeentoldthesamethingwhilehewas

researchingtheYanamincident.

Honestly,Odawould’vetriedhisbesttosavehisfriendaswelliftheywerekidnappedbytheYanam

military.Ofcourse,hewasn’tasstrongasGerald,sohewould’veusedothermethodstodoso.



Whateverthecasewas,Geraldthensaid,“Eitherway,I’mjusthelpingyousinceIgetalongwellwith

Noda.Iwon’tdenythatI’mjustdoingthisbecauseI’mboredeither.However,ifyoustillthinkI’mtoo

dangerous,feelfreetorejectmyoffer.Ifyoudo,Iwon’taskanyfurtheraboutthisaffair,”saidGeraldin

alowvoice.

WhiletherewasaninstantchangeinIchiro’sexpressionuponhearingthat,sinceOdawaspresent,

Ichiroremainedsilentonthespot…

Shakinghishead,thecolonelquicklyreplied,“Justtobeclear,thisaffairisbetweenyouandIchiro.I

havenothingtodowithanyofthis,andI’mjustmakingaroutineinquiry.Withthatsaid,you’refreeto

help,thoughifanythinghappens,knowthatIchiro’stobearfullresponsibility.”

Oda,forone,knewbetterthantomesswithastrongpersonlikeGerald.Evenso,hecouldn’tdenythat

Geraldwasaveryviablesolutiontocapturingtheculprit.Regardless,sincethisconversationhadbeen

recordedbytherecordingsystemintheoffice,Odanowknewthatifanytroublearose,Ichirowouldbe

theonetoblameinsteadofhim.

“Don’tworry,sir!GeraldandIwilldefinitelycapturealltheculpritsinnotimeflat!”declaredIchiroas

hepattedhischest.

“Iawaityourgoodnews,then.Speakingofwhich,you’reaWestoner,right,Gerald?I’llbegivingyoua

temporaryidentityinthemeantimesinceIcan’tthinkofanyotherwaytojustifyyouworkingforour

military’sinvestigationteam.This’llmakethingsmuchmoreconvenientforyouaswell,”repliedOdaas

heopenedhisdrawerandtookaninsigniaoutbeforehandingittoGerald.

Lookingatthewordsontheinsignia,Geraldthenreadout,“Investigationteamtemporary

investigator…”

“Indeed.Thatwillbeyourcurrentidentity.Thankfully,youdon’tholdanygovernmentalpositionsin

Westonorthiswouldbeagainstyourcountry’slaws…Regardless,goaheadandstartinvestigating.I’ll

beheadingbacktomonitorthecompetition,butifthere’sanythingyoutwofind,informme

immediately,gotthat?”saidOdaashenoddedbeforeleavingtheoffice.



Regardless,nowthatOdahadagreed,Ichiroinstantlyfeltrelieved.WithGerald’shelp,theywere

certainlygoingtocrackthecaseinthenickoftime!Nowfullymotivated,IchiroturnedtofaceGerald

beforedeclaring,“I’llbecountingonyoufromnowon,Gerald!”

“Likewise.Anddon’tworrytoomuch,I’mjustusingthisasanexcusetopasstime,”repliedGeraldashe

smiledwhileshakinghishead…
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“Eitherway,let’sgetyoutotheofficefirst!I’llcallovertheotherinvestigationteammembersto

introduceyoutothem.Whilewe’reatit,I’lltakethechancetoexplainyourtemporaryroleinthis

investigation!”saidIchiroasheplacedhishandonGerald’sshoulder.

“Canwetalkwhileeating?”askedGeraldashepattedhisbelly.

“Ofcourse!Youknowwheremyofficeis,right?GowaitthereformefirstasIheadouttogetsome

food!”repliedIchiro.Forgeteating,evenifGeraldhadrequestedtobesomeplaceelse,Ichirowould’ve

readilyrentedsomeplacewithinthemilitarygrounds.

Fastforwardtohalfanhourlater,everyonefromtheinvestigationteamhadarrived.Naturally,upon

seeingGeraldthere,theywereallrightfullycurious.Afterall,toallofthem,hewasasuspectinAdler’s

disappearance.Whiletheyhadnoevidencethathehadcommittedthedeed,intheend,Geraldstillhad

amotivetocommitthecrime.Withthatinmind,sinceGeraldwasjustsittingthere,manyofthem

thoughtthatGeraldhadtakentheinitiativetosurrenderhimself.

Justastheyweredeepinthought,Ichiroenteredtheofficewithafewbagsinhand.Asthepleasant

scentofroastedchickenfilledtheroom,Ichirodeclared,“I’vebroughtoversomeroastedchicken,sobe

suretoshareamongyourselves.I’lldetailallofyouasyoueat.”

Followingthat,heplacedaroastedchickeninfrontofGeraldmakingsuretohandouttheresttothe

otherteammembersaswellbeforesittingonthemainseatanddrinkingaglassofwater.



Afterclearinghisthroat,Ichirothensaid,“Nowthateveryone’shere…I’llcutstraighttothechase.

GeraldandIhavejustreturnedfromthecolonel’soffice,andwe’vegottenthegreenlighttomake

Geraldatemporaryinvestigator.Withthatsaid,he’llbehelpingusinvestigatethetwomurdersfrom

todayonward.”

“…What?Whyishesuddenlyjoiningourinvestigationteam?”

Ichiro’sannouncementwaslikeanexplodingbombshell,andeveryonecouldn’thelpbutlookatGerald

withincredulousgazes.Afterall,howonearthhadasuspectsuddenlybecometheircolleague?

Onthecontrary,Geraldlookedcoolasacucumberasheatehisroastedchicken,barelyevencaring

abouttheirgazesandcomments.

“I’mexcludingGeraldfromourlistofsuspects.Afterall,thecaseisalreadyhalfamontholdandwestill

havenoevidenceagainsthim.Duetothat,Isaythatthat’senoughtoprovehisinnocence!Besides,

Gerald’sbeenkindenoughtowillinglyhelpuswiththisinvestigation!Withthatsaid,pleaseputyour

shockasideandstartrevealinganyinformationyou’veobtained!It’shightimewesolvedthesecases!”

explainedIchiro.

“Loudandclear!”declaredeveryoneastheynodded,notdaringtodisobeyIchiro.

Followingthat,theyallplacedtheirwrittenreportsonthetable,promptingIchirowhohadjustsipped

onmorewatertosay,“Alright,taketurnsexplainingwhatyoufoundinthepasttwodays.”

Hearingthat,everyonedidasIchiroordered.Whileeveryoneelsewasdeadseriousastheyreadtheir

reports,Geraldwhohadhislegscrossedsimplycontinuedeatinghisroastedchicken…
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Bythetimetheothersweredone,Geraldhadjustfinishedhisroastedchicken.



WatchingasGeraldwipedhishands,Ichirohandedtwotissuestotheyouthbeforeasking,“So…Figured

anythingout?”

“Hardly.Tobecompletelyfrank,theinformationwasnearuseless,soIwasn’treallypayingattention.

ThoughIhavetosay,theroastedchickenisprettygood,soyouguysshouldeatitwhileit’shot,”replied

Geraldashewipedhismouth.

“You…!”growledtheotherinvestigators,clearlyannoyedthatGeraldwasjustdissingonalltheirhard

work.Whatawasteofbreath!

“What’swrong?”askedIchiro.

“Don’tworry,it’snothingmajor.Regardless,youguysshouldstartinvestigatingthehotelsaroundthe

trainingground.IadviseyoutoregistereverynonJapanesestayinginthevicinity!BelievemewhenIsay

thatthat’stheonlyinformationthat’sgoingtobeusefulfornow!”repliedGeraldashewavedhishand.

“Doyouhonestlythinkthatwehaven’talreadyinvestigatedthesurroundingarea?Also,allthe

foreigners?Doyouthinkregisteringallofthemandputtingthemonfileisgoingtobeacinchor

something?You’renotevenapropermemberoftheinvestigationteam!Whatwouldyouknowabout

ourworkandauthority?”retortedseveraloftheothermembers.

“Justdoashesays.Remember,thecolonelhasgivenhimpermissiontobeonourteam,sothecolonel

andIwillbebearingalltheconsequences.Withthatsaid,ifyoudisagreewithGerald,youcaneither

takethistothecolonel’sofficeorleave!”growledIchiroasheslammedhisfistontothetable.

Hearingthat,everyonebecamesofrightenedthattheyinstantlyfellsilent.WhileIchirowasusuallyan

amiableperson,everyoneintheinvestigationteamknewthatIchirowasthekindofpersonwhodidn’t

makeanyexceptionstowhohegrewangryat,notevenhisfamily.Infact,hehadsuchabadtemperin

hisearlieryearsthathewasknownfordrivingseveralpeopleout!



Withthatinmind,therestoftheinvestigationteamcouldonlyyell,“Loudandclear!”

KnowingthattheycouldonlyobeyGerald’sordersfornow,thegroupofpeoplequicklytidieduptheir

documentsbeforewalkingoutoftheoffice…

Geraldhimselfsimplyshookhisheadbeforesaying,“It’ssuchapitythattheydidn’teattheirroasted

chickens…”

WatchingasGeraldtooktheremainingchickenandbeganfeastingoncemore,Ichirowaitedforhis

secretarytoclosethedoorbeforelookingatGeraldandasking,“Truthbetold,I’mfindingithardtosee

thelogicofyourorder…Afterall,we’vealreadyscannedthroughallthehotelsinthevicinitymultiple

times.Whileit’struethattherearemultipleforeigners,noneofthemlooklikethemurdereratall…”

“Tellmeagainwhatthatmurderer’sphysiquewaslike.Anddidheleavebehindanyfootprints?”asked

GeraldashelookedbackatIchiro.

“Fromwhatwe’vegathered,thepersonisaroundsixfeettallandhasarathersturdylookingfigure.

Asidefromthat,hisfootprintsweresizetwelve…AsI’vepreviouslysaid,wefoundnobodywhomatched

thedescription,whichiswhyweassumethattheculprithasleftthearea,”explainedIchiro.

“Justathought,butcouldn’ttheculprithavewornplatformshoes?Also,it’seasytolooksturdyifyou

havepilesofclotheson.Asfortheshoesize,couldn’tthemurdererjusthavewornlargershoes?”asked

Geraldinbetweenchews.

“…That…”mutteredthestupefiedIchiroashisvoicemomentarilytrailedoff…
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Thoughhewasintheinvestigationteam,Ichirodidn’tspecializeinsolvingmysteries.Thecaseshe

usuallydealtwithweredangerous,butstraightforward.Withthatinmind,whatGeraldhadjustsaid

hadnevercrossedhismind.



ItwasalsoatthatmomentwhenIchirorealizedthatthefootagefromthesurveillancecameracouldbe

completelyuseless.Whileitwastruethattheyhadmanagedtocapturetheman’sface,afterhearing

whatGeraldhadtosay,Ichironowwonderediftheculprithadbeenwearingarubbermaskaswell…

“Idon’tblameyouforbeingspeechless.Regardless,that’swhyIsaidtheinformationyoursubordinates

providedearlierwascompletelyuseless.It’salsowhyItoldthemtoquicklyidentifyanyforeignersliving

innearbyhotels.Callitagutfeeling,butIhaveahunchthatthepersonisstillhere,”repliedGeraldwith

asubtlesmile.

“…Holdon,whyonlyforeigners?”askedtheconfusedIchiro.

“You’refreetoinvestigatethelocalsifyouwant,butIfeelthatthemurderismoreofanactofrevenge.

Afterall,theculpritonlykilledthosefromYanam,whichiswhyIdon’tthinkthelocalsdidit.Icouldbe

wrong,though,”repliedGerald.

Gerald,forone,knewforafactthathewasonly‘helping’theminorderforhimtolocatetheCrawford

cultivator.Whileheadmittedthatitwasaselfishmotiveofhis,healsobelievedthatthecultivatorwas

themurdereroftheYanamspecialforcessoldier.Withthatinmind,hehadreasontobelievethat

investigatingthelocalswouldonlybeawasteofenergy.

“…Isee!Eitherway,don’tyouworry!I’llordermysubordinatestorunthoroughinvestigationsonall

thesurroundinghotels!”declaredIchirowhonowtrustedGeraldmorethanever.Afterall,Geraldhad

justgiventhemnewleadstolookinto.Now,theretrulywasachanceforthemtocrackthecase!

Geraldhimselfwhohadjustfinishedhissecondroastedchickenreleasedalargeburpbeforesaying,

“I’msureyouwill.Bytheway,theroastedchickenreallyisdelectable.Youwouldn’tmindmetakingthe

restback,wouldyou?”

AsGeraldwasthinkingaboutlettingMasterGhosthaveatasteaswell,Ichirosimplylaughedheartilyas

hereplied,“Feelfree!Honestly,ifyoulikethemsomuch,I’mwillingtosendthemtoyoueveryday!”



“There’snoneedforthat.Eitherway,I’llbeheadingbackfirst.I’llcontactyouagaintonight,”replied

Geraldashecarriedtheremainingroastedchickenawaywithhim…

WatchingasGeraldleft,Ichirothenstoodonthespotforawhile,slowlytakingthetimetoprocessall

thatGeraldhadsaid.Eventually,hegrabbedhiscoatbeforedashingofftokeepaneyeonthe

investigationefforts…

Geraldhimselfsoongotbackwiththeroastedchickeninhand.Uponenteringtheroom,MasterGhost

whowaswatchingtelevisioncouldn’thelpbutgettohisfeetasheasked,“IsthatroastedchickenI

smell?”

“Bingo.NodaIchiro,theheadoftheJapanesemilitary’sinvestigationteam,gotthemforus.Well,me.I

endedupbecomingatemporaryinvestigatorforthemtohopefullyeasemysearchfortheCrawford

cultivator,”explainedGerald.

“Isee.Withtheinvestigationteamonourside,notonlywillyouroddsoffindingthecultivatorincrease,

butevenifthecultivatordiscoversyou,heprobablywon’tdaretoattack,”repliedMasterGhostafter

thinkingaboutitforabit.

“Indeed.Eitherway,eatup.Thechicken’suntouched,ifyou’reworriedaboutthat,”saidGeraldwitha

nodasheplacedthechickenbeforeMasterGhost.

“Gladtohear.Youknow,Iwasjustabouttoheadouttogetsomefoodearlier,butitseemsyou

returnedinthenickoftime,”repliedMasterGhostashetookagoodwhiffofthechickenbeforetearing

offadrumstickandstuffingitintohismouth.

“Isuppose.Speakingofwhich,I’mheadingouttothehoteltonighttohavealookaround.Withanyluck,

I’llfindtheCrawfordcultivatorandquicklygetridofhim,”saidGeraldashesatbeforeMasterGhost.

“Wouldyoulikemetojoinyou?”askedMasterGhostwithanod.



“Well,withtheinvestigationteamthere,youshouldbesafe.Withthatsaid,sure,whynot?”replied

Geraldafterthinkingaboutitforabit.
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Withnightswiftlyapproachingsometimelater,GeraldandMasterGhostquicklybeganmakingtheir

waytowhereIchiroandtheotherswere.

Asforthemembersoftheinvestigationteam,afterinvestigatingthroughoutthedaywhileconstantly

beingurgedbyIchiro,theymanagedtoscanthroughatleasthalfofthesurroundinghotelsand

guesthouses.Asidefrombeingregistered,anyforeignerlivinginthoseplacesweretemporarilydetained

undertheJapanesemilitary,andwerecurrentlybeingguardedbyJapanesesoldiers…

Regardless,astheduocontinuedmakingtheirwaytowhereIchirowas,Geraldmadesuretodetailwhat

hehadencounteredinthepasttwodaystoMasterGhost.Afterlisteningtoallthat,MasterGhost

couldn’thelpbutsay,“Ithonestlysurprisesmethattheinvestigationteamwouldobeyyourorderslike

this…”

ToMasterGhost,Geraldshould’vebeentheprimesuspectofAdler’sdisappearance.Evenso,hewas

simultaneouslygladthattheinvestigationteamhadn’tbeenmonitoringGeraldtooclosely.Afterall,it

allowedGeraldtoactuallyjointheirteam!Whatmore,IchirosoundedlikehereallytrustedGerald.

“Truthbetold,Iwasn’texpectingthingstogothissmoothlyeither,thoughI’mnotcomplaining.

Regardless,sinceI’mmakingmymoveundertheguiseofaninvestigationteammember,theCrawford

cultivatorwillsurelynotanticipatethepresenceof

Anothercultivator.Withthatinmind,onceIgainsufficientknowledgeabouthim,it’llbeeasyformeto

takehimout,”repliedGeraldwithanodashecontinuedwalkingforward.

Shortlyaftertheyleftthetrainingground,thetwoofthemweregreetedbythesightofseveral

investigationteammembersandnearlyendlessJapanesesoldiersonbothsidesofthestreet,allof

themvigilantlyguardingtheentrancesofallhotelsandguesthousesinthevicinity.



Thoughseveraldriversimmediatelyturnedtoleavetheareauponseeingallthis,therewerestillquitea

numberofspectators.Thesepeoplelivedaroundthetrainingground,andtheywerewellawarethatit

wasarareoccasionforthemilitarytogetthisriledup.Withthatinmind,itwasonlynaturalforthemto

startdiscussingwhatwashappeningamongthemselves.

Eitherway,uponnoticingGerald’spresence,Ichiroimmediatelydroppedwhateverhewasdoingand

joggedovertotheyouthwhileshouting,“Gerald!Overhere!”

SinceGeraldhadagreedtohelphim,Ichirotreatedhimlikeafriendnow,whichexplainedwhyhe

droppedtheformalitieswhenaddressingGerald.

Smilinginresponse,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“Howarethingsgoing,Mr.Noda?”

“Thingsaregoingwell.We’vetemporarilydetainedalltheforeignerslivinginthevicinity,andthey’re

currentlybeingguardedbysoldiers.Thoughyoutoldmenotto,Ialsoregisteredallthelocalsinthearea,

justincase.Regardless,we’vefoundafewsuspiciouspeoplethroughoutourinvestigation,andI’dlike

youtohavealookatthem,”repliedIchirowithagrin,clearlyexpectingthecasetobecrackedsoon.

Ichiro,forone,hadahunchthattheculpritwasamongthepeoplewhomhedeemedweresuspicious.

Fromwhathecouldguess,thepersonhadprobablyremainedheresincehestillwantedtomurder

moreofYanam’ssoldiers.

“That’sgreattohear.Doleadtheway,”saidGeraldasheturnedtolookatMasterGhostwithasmile.

Followingthat,thespectatorswatchedastheduofollowedIchirointooneofthehotels…

Afterwalkingpastthesoldiersguardingthehotel’sentrance,Geraldwasgreetedbythesightofseveral

hotelstaffmembersgatheredatthelobby.Thoughthereweresoldiersinhereaswelleacharmedwith

agun,Geraldwasmoreinterestedinthesixpeopleseatedonthecouch.



WatchingasIchiropointedatthem,Ichirohimselfthensaid,“Thosearethesuspects,Gerald.Though

youtoldmethattheculpritwasprobablyanexpertatdisguisinghimself,Iwentaheadandgathered

peoplewholookedsimilartotheindividualcapturedonthesurveillancesystem.Idon’tplantoletthem

gotillyouhaveagoodlookatthem.”

ThesecondGerald’snamewasmentioned,oneofthemenseatedonthesofawhowaswearinga

Windbreakerslowlyliftedhishead.UponseeingGerald,hecouldn’thelpbutfrown.

ThemanhimselfwasnoneotherthanAmare,theCrawfordcultivator…!
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Basedonthetimelimitthepatriarchhadgivenhim,thiswassupposedtobeAmare’ssixthandfinalday

inJapan.IfhewasstillunabletolocateGerald,hewouldstillhavetoleavetomorrow,thusfailingto

completethemissionWillhadassignedhim…

JustashewasfeelingthatallhopewaslostandthathewasgoingtofailtogetonWill’sgoodside,

Geraldappearedbeforehim!Amarecouldn’thaveaskedforanythingbetter!Still,withsomany

Japanesesoldiersinthevicinity,Amareknewbetterthantoactrashly.Withthatinmind,hetookabrief

glanceatGeraldjusttoconfirmhisidentitybeforequicklyavertinghisgaze.

ThesecondAmareavertedhisgaze,Geraldimmediatelynoticedthatsomeonehadbeenstaringathim.

Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldthenturnedtolookattheindividualsseatedonthesofa…

Whilehecouldn’tpinpointwhohadbeenstaringathimearlier,thepersoninthemiddlestuckoutabit

morefromtherest.Withthatinmind,Geraldtookadeepbreathbeforeactivatingasmallportionofhis

HerculeanPrimordialSpirit…Onlytorealizethattherewasn’teventheslightestfluctuationofessential

qi.Withthat,hequicklyretractedhisprimordialspirit.

Thoughthereweren’tanyessentialqifluctuations,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeelthatthatpersonwasn’t

anordinaryman.Trustinghisgut,Geraldmadesuretotakenoteofthatman…



SeeingthatGeraldwasstaringsointentlyatthosepeople,Ichiroleanedclosertohimtoask,“Doyou

haveanymethodstogetthetruthoutfromthem?Sincethey’reallforeigners,wecan’tjustlockthem

upandinterrogatethemsincethatwillcausetroublewiththeembassy.”

“Unfortunately,I’mnotthebestatinterrogating,soI’llleavethattoyouguys.Regardless,thereare

somethingsthatI’dliketothinkthroughfirst,”repliedGerald,hisgazestillfixedonthemanwiththe

Windbreaker.

Gerald’sintuitionwaspracticallyscreamingthatthemanintheWindbreakerwastheCrawford

cultivator.Evenso,Geraldwasn’tplanningondoinganythingtillhesensedessentialqifromthat

suspiciousindividual…

Regardless,uponhearingthat,theslightlydisappointedIchirocouldonlysay,“…Alright…”

However,Ichiro’smoodquicklyliftedafterheremindedhimselfthatGeraldwasn’taprofessional

investigator.Hewasjustheretohelp,anditwouldn’tmakesenseforhimtoknowhowtoproperly

interrogatepeople…

Eitherway,iftheyreallywantedtogetinformationoutoftheseforeigners,thebestcourseofaction

wouldprobablybetogetthelocalpoliceofficersover.Iftheysetupatemporaryinterrogationroom

insteadofbringingtheforeignerstothepolicestation,itwouldonlybecomea‘questioningsession’,

thusavoidingtheembassy’sinvolvement.Besides,iftheydidthatandthesuspectsbecamevindictive,it

wouldn’taffecthimorhisteam.

Whateverthecasewas,aftersizingthemanupforonefinaltime,GeraldturnedtolookatMaster

Ghostbeforesaying,“…Let’sheadbackfornow.Weshouldn’tinterferewiththeirjobs.”

MasterGhosthadalreadybeenwithGeraldforsuchalongtimethathecouldalreadytellwhatGerald’s

slightestactionsormovementsindicated.Withthatinmind,hesimplynoddedinresponse,prompting

theduotoleavethehotel…



Ichiroimmediatelygottoworkaswell,quicklycontactingthelocalpolicestationtogetsome

interrogatorsover…

ThoughGeraldremainedsilentthroughouttheirjourneyback,uponenteringtheirroomandclosingthe

doorbehindthem,Geraldimmediatelyheavedaheavysighashetookhiscoatoff.Followingthat,helit

acigaretteandtooktwopuffsofit…
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“Sensedanythingbackthere?”askedMasterGhostwhohadavagueideaofwhatGeraldhad

experienced.

“Indeed…RememberthatmanintheWindbreaker?Oneofthesuspectssittingonthesofa?”replied

Geraldwithaslightfrown.

“Ido.Imadesuretomemorizealltheirappearances,”saidMasterGhostwithanod.

“Well,Ihaveafeelingthathe’stheCrawfordcultivator,thoughIcan’tbecertainjustyet…

Regardless,I’mheadingoutlatertonight,”repliedGeraldashecontinuedhuffingonhiscigarette.Inno

timeflat,thecigarette’slifespanhadended…

“Areyouplanningtosecretlygetridofhim?”askedMasterGhost.

“Negative.Again,Ispecifythatitwasonlyagutfeeling.UntilI’msure,Iwon’tlayafingeronhim.

Regardless,sinceIwasabletonoticehim,I’msurehenoticedmeaswell.Infact,itwasprobablywhen

IchirofirstmentionedmynamewhenIrealizedIwasbeingstaredat.Eitherway,myplantonightisto

slightlyexposemycultivationtodrawthatpersonout.OnceIconfirmthathe’saCrawfordcultivator,I’ll

getridofhimswiftly,”explainedGeraldasheplacedhisburntoutcigaretteinanashtray.



“Isee…Speakingofwhich,wereyouabletogetagraspofhowstronghewas?Aftercalculatingforabit,

Ifeelhe’sweakerthanyou,thoughyoushouldn’tletyourguarddowntillyou’reabsolutelysure,”

repliedMasterGhostinaslightlyworriedtone.

“Don’tworryaboutit.Idon’treallytreatanyonefromtheCrawfordfamilyseriouslyasidefromWillwho

wantstocompetewithmesomuchjusttosecurehispositionas‘heiroftheCrawfords’.Quitehonestly,

I’dliketomeethimjusttoseehowwellmygrandpa’sinsightis,”scoffedGeraldbeforeshakinghishead

withasmile.

“Well…Sinceyou’vesaidthat,Iwon’taskanyfurtherthanthat…Still,dobecareful.Afterall,intheend,

theCrawfordsarestillacultivatingfamily.Aftersufferingconsecutivelossesinyourhands,I’mjust

worriedthattheysentastrongercultivatorafteryourheadthistime…”mutteredMasterGhost.Whileit

wastruethatGeraldwasinhumanlystrong,theCrawfordsstillhadhundredsofyears’worthof

experienceascultivators.Withthatinmind,nobodytrulyknewhowstrongthatfamilywas…

Hearingthat,GeraldsimplychuckledbeforepattingMasterGhost’sshoulderashesaid,“Ifyou’reso

worried,whydon’tyoudosomecalculationstoseehowdangerousthisencounterwillbe.”

“That’sunnecessary,”repliedMasterGhostashewavedhishand…

Followingthat,Geraldtookacoldshower.Oncehewasdone,hetookthephotographsofhisparents,

eldersister,andMilaout…Bythetimehefinallypeeledhisgazefromthepictures,theskywasalready

darkening…

Uponhearingafewmessyfootstepswalkingpasthiswindow,becarefullyreturnedthephotographs

intohispocketbeforelightingacigaretteandheadingtowardthewindowtolookdownstairs…Onlyto

seeIchiroandtherestoftheinvestigationteamwalkingaway.

Fromhowdejectedtheylooked,Geraldfiguredthattheyhadn’tbeenabletogatheranything.Then

again,iftheCrawfordcultivatortrulywastheoneresponsibleforthatdeath,thenitwasprettymuch

impossibleforregularpeoplelikethemtogainanynewhints.



Whateverthecasewas,oncetheywereoutofsight,Geraldtossedhiscigaretteawaybeforeslippinghis

coaton…

Soonenough,hewaswalkingpastthetrainingground’slargeentrance…andthesecondheleftthearea,

GeraldimmediatelyactivatedhisHerculeanPrimordialSpirit,makingsuretoexpelsomeessentialqiat

thesametime…

Barelyevensecondslater,Amarewhohadjustbeenclearedofhissuspicionwasalertedtothesudden

fluctuationofessentialqi.

Withthat,heopenedhisroomwindow…andinnotimeatall,hisfigurevanishedfromthespot.

HeonlyhadadayleftbeforehehadtoleaveJapan…HeneededtoactquicklyorDarylwouldsurely

punishhimforreturninglate…
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Justthinkingaboutthehundredsofpoisonoussnakesinhisfamily’sinfamouspitsentshiversdownhis

spine.

…

Shakinghishead,Amareknewthathehadtostayfocused.TonightwashisbestshotatkillingGerald.If

hefailed,therewasahighchancethathewasn’tgoingtobeabletohuntGeralddownintime

tomorrow.Whatmore,evenifhedidmiraculouslyfindGeraldagainthen,hewouldn’tbeabletodo

anythinginbroaddaylightunlesshewantedtoattractunnecessaryattentiontohimself.

Whateverthecasewas,aftersilentlytouchingdownonthegroundafterleapingfromthesixthfloora

coldsmileformedonAmare’sfaceashegrowled,“Tothinkthatyou’dactuallyreleaseyouressential

qi…Don’tyouknowyou’rebeinghunteddown?”



Withthatsaid,Amarebeganboltingtowardthedirectionwherehehadsensedtheessentialqi.With

howfasthewas,hewasbarelyevenvisible,andanyonehepassedwould’veonlybeenabletosensea

coldbreezepassingby…

Geraldhimselfwasalreadystandinginanopenareawhilepuffingacigarette,thecigarette’ssmoke

lookingparticularlyconspicuousinthedarkeningsky…

TheyouthhadlearnedaboutthisplacefromIchirofromoneoftheircasualconversations.Apparently,

thisareahadbeenboughtbythewardepartmenttobuildanewtrainingground.However,dueto

someissues,theprojecthadbeensuspendedtillthisveryday.Regardless,sincethispieceoflandwas

ownedbythewardepartment,nobodydaredtocometothisplace.Thosefromthewardepartment

didn’thaveanyreasontocomeallthewayoutherejusttotraineither,whichmadethistheperfect

placetodealwiththeCrawfordcultivator.

Eitherway,itwasn’tlongafterbeforeGeraldfeltsomeoneclosinginatrapidspeeds,promptinghimto

mutter,“Wellaren’tyouafastone…”

Thoughitwasalreadyprettydark,withthehelpoftheHerculeanPrimordialSpirit,Geraldcouldnow

seeclearlyinthedark.Infact,beingacultivator,hecouldevenseethebloodcirculationandessentialqi

runningthroughpeople.Withthatsaid,GeraldsoonsawAmareappearnottoofarawayfromhim…

“Gerald,right?”askedAmareashestaredattheyouth.SinceGeraldhadalreadyreleasedhisessential

qi,Amaresawnoreasontohidehisanymoreeither.

WatchingasAmarereleasedhisownessentialqi,Geraldsimplycrossedhisarmsbeforecalmlyreplying,

“That,Iam.”

“You’rejustanabandoneddescendantoftheCrawfordfamily,youknow?Ifyouhadjustlivedinthe

secularworldproperly,noneofuswould’veevenbotheredaboutyou.Withthatsaid,tothinkthatyou

wouldsuddenlyappearandattempttosnatchMasterWill’srightfulpositionastheheirofourfamily!

Duetoyouractions,canyoureallyblameusforhuntingyoudown?”scoffedAmareashetossedhis



jacketoff,exposinghismuscularbody…

Notonlywashestrongincultivation,buthealsohadoneofthebestphysiqueswithinhisfamily.With

thatsaid,acultivatorofthesamelevelwouldn’tbehismatchatall,andthiswasproveninthemany

competitionswithinhisclanthathehadwonovertheyears.Hell,itwasbecauseofhisstrengththat

Darylhadappointedhimforthiserrand.

Regardless,uponhearingwhatAmarehadtosay,Geraldwasmomentarilysurprised,thoughhequickly

smiledbeforereplying,“YouthinkI’mcompetingagainstWillforthatposition…?Puttingthataside,

fromwhatyou’vesaid,I’massumingyou’rehereunderWill’sorders.Afterall,I’mprettysureDaryl

didn’tallowanyofyoutoharmme.Ifhefindsout,Iwonderifyou’llbesubjectedtoserious

consequences…?”

“That…Thathasnothingtodowithyou!”growledAmareasheclenchedhisfiststightly.Truthbetold,

hedidn’tevendaretoimaginetheconsequenceoncethepatriarchfoundoutaboutallthis…

“Well,whateverthecaseis,comeatme.ShowmehowstrongyouCrawfordcultivatorscanget.Then

again,afterbeatinguptwoofWill’smenbackthen,Ihaveafeelingthatyou’regoingtobealetdownas

well,”scoffedGeraldwhobarelyfeltanypressuredespitebeinginthepresenceofoneoftheCrawford

family’stopcultivators…
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“Shutit!”scowledAmarewhowasitchingtofinishGeraldoff.Amarewasn’tapersonwholikedsmall

talk,andsinceGeraldwashistarget,therewasevenlessreasonforhimtosayanything.Withthat,

Amaresuddenlydisappeared…!

Immediatelysensingasurgeofessentialqiaroundhim,itquicklybecameobvioustoGeraldthatthis

personwasmuchstrongerthanthemenWillhadpreviouslysentafterhim.Ashewasthinkingabout

this,AmarereappearedbeforeGerald,hisfistalreadyaimedathischest!

FeelingagaleofcoldwindcominghiswayasAmarelaunchedhispunchtowardGerald,Geraldsimply

tookafewstepsbacktododgetheattack.Naturally,Geraldwasn’tafraidoffightingback.Heonly



avoidedtheattacksincehewantedtobettergrasphowstrongAmaretrulywas.

RealizingthatGeraldhadmanagedtododgehisattack,Amare’seyesturnedevenredderthanbeforeas

hedeclared,“You’reprettyfast!”

Followingthat,heimmediatelyrestabilizedhimselfbeforelungingtowardGeraldagain!

Insteadofdodging,however,GeraldsimplyusedhisarmtodeflectAmare’sattack,sendingAmare

stumblingtotheside!Unabletobalancehimselfintime,theimmenseforceofGerald’sdeflection

causedAmaretocrashintoapileofrocks…!Howlingashisheadcollidedagainstsomerocks,Amare

soonfeltbloodtricklingdownhisnowthrobbingforehead…

Fumblingtohisfeet,AmareglaredatGeraldasbloodfloweddownhischinanddrippedalloverhis

clothes…

Painwasnothingtohim.Afterall,thoughtheinjurywould’vebeenterribleforregularpeople,hecould

justrapidlypatchhimselfupwithhisessentialqi.

Evenso,thatdidn’tsavehimthehumiliationofstumblingsostupidlybeforeGerald…Hejustcouldn’t

standit…!Itdidn’thelpthatAmareknewthatGeraldhadn’tevenusedmuchforcetodealthismuch

damagetohim…!Thisscenewould’vebeenmuchlesshumiliatingifhesimplywasn’tstrongenoughor

gotinjuredduetohiscarelessness…!

AmarehadneverfeltthisstifledinhismanyyearswithintheCrawfordfamily…!

AsAmarewasthinkingaboutallthis,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutshakehisheadwithasmilebeforesaying,

“Seemsthatyou’renotthatgoodinmartialartsafterall.Justsoyouknow,Ionlyusedthemostbasicof

techniquesinTaiChiearlier.Isthatallittakestodefeatyou?”

AndhereGeraldthoughtthatthispersonwouldbeanexpert.Asitturnedout,hewasn’treallymuch



strongerthanWill’spreviousmen.

“Don’tgettoococky…!Iwasjustcarelessearlier!”growledAmarewhowasgladthatnobodyelsewas

aroundtowitnesshisblunder.Afterall,ifhisfamilyfoundoutaboutthis,hewouldsurelyloseface…!

ThoughGeraldwantedtoreply,hequicklyshuthismouthagain.Therewas…areddotonAmare’s

shoulderandsecondslater,itdisappeared.

Knowingthatthereddothadbeenmovinginhisdirection,Geraldimmediatelyactivatedhisessentialqi

tobolttotheside…!
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Asplitsecondlater,amuffledgunshotcouldbeheard,followedbythesoundofsomethingwhizzing

acrosstheairatlightspeed…!Barelyasecondlater,abulletflewpastthespotGeraldhadinitiallybeen

standing,hittingarockandcausingittoexplodeintoamillionpieces…!

HadGeraldnotreactedintimeearlier,thebulletwould’vesurelypiercedthroughhisheart!Evenifhe

hadhisessentialqitoprotecthim,Geraldknewthatintheend,theessentialqiwouldonlyleakout

uncontrollably,causinghisbodytobreakdownwhichwoulddisallowhimtorecover…!

Wipingthebloodoffhischinwithhissleeve,Amarecouldn’thelpbutsneer,“Seemsthatyou’ve

offendedquitealotofpeople!”

Withtheunknownassailant’shelp,AmarenowknewthathewoulddefinitelybeabletokillGerald…!

“Mindyourownbusiness,”repliedGeraldashetookadeepbreath…beforereleasinganimmensely

murderousaura.

Gerald,forone,knewthatifthisunknownsniperandtheCrawfordcultivatorworkedtogether,there



wasachancethathewouldn’tmakeitoutalivetonight.Afterall,thoughhisHerculeanPrimordialSpirit

wasstrong,itdidn’tmakehiminvincible.Whatmore,hestillwasn’tabletousethefullpowerofhis

spirit…!

Regardless,thatearliershotwasnaturallyfromVulture.AfterKaihadtoldhimthatGeraldwasinthe

trainingground,VulturehadconstantlybeenkeepinganeyeonGerald,patientlywaitingforan

opportunitytostrike.

Thoughhecould’vekilledGeraldearlierduringtheday,hedidn’twanttocreateachaoticscenesince

Geraldwaswiththeinvestigationteam,whichexplainedwhyhewaitedtillnowtoact.Thoughitwas

muchdarkernow,Amare’sconstantshoutingmadeiteasyforVulturetotellwhichfigurebelongedto

Gerald.Still,tothinkthatGeraldcoulddodgehisattack…!

WhilehehadpreviouslyscoffedattheideathatGeraldwasasstrongasKaihadsaid,Vulturewasnow

startingtobelieveKai’swords.Afterall,beingabletododgesuchapreciseattackinsuchashort

amountoftimewassomethingnoordinarypersoncouldhopetodo.

Whateverthecasewas,Vulturethentossedhissniperrifleawaybeforeexpertlyleapingoffthefourth

floor!Makingsurehedidn’tfalltooquicklybysteppingonthesidesofthebuilding,Vulturesoonlanded

onthegroundandbeganwalkingtowardtheduo…

Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“…Andyouare?”

“JustknowthatI’mheretotakeyourlife.Nofurtherquestions,”scoffedVulture.

Watchingasthemandonningatrenchcoat,cap,andevenablackmaskswiftlyapproached,Gerald

staredrightintoVulture’sgrimeyesbeforerollinguphissleevesandreplying,“Isee.Thenlet’ssettle

thistogether.”

EversincehegotridofthethreelargeclansinYanam,hehadn’thadaproperbattlelikethis.



Eitherway,afterhealingthewoundonhisforehead,AmarelookedatVulturebeforeshouting,“Let’s

teamuptotakehimdown,brother!”

Vulture,however,didn’treply.Instead,hesimplypulledoutashinybayonetfromhisbackbefore

rushingtowardGerald!Whilehewasn’tasquickasAmarewas,hewasstillprettyfast.Afterall,hewas

alreadyfightingagainstGeraldintheblinkofaneye.

Seeingthat,Amarewastednotimeandimmediatelymobilizedhisessentialqibeforerushingforwardas

well!Amare,forone,knewthatheneededVulture’shelptofinishGeraldoff,eventhoughhehadno

ideawhoVulturewasorwhatconflictshehadwithGerald…
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Regardless,VultureandAmarewastednotimelaunchinganonslaughtofattacksonGeraldfromboth

sides!

ThoughVulturewasn’tasstrongasAmare,hisoutstandingfightingskillsmadeupforthat.AsforAmare,

thoughhelackedVulture’sarsenalofskills,allhisattackswereinfusedwithessentialqi.Withthatin

mind,Geraldwaswellawareofhowdeadlythisduowas.Onesliponhissideandhewoulddefinitely

sufferheavyinjuries…

Understandingthat,Geraldremainedonthedefensiveforthreeminutesstraight…thenfive…andten…

Despitebeinginatwoononebattle,Geraldwasnowhereclosetobeingatadisadvantageasheevaded

theirattacks.Infact,hewasnowcapableofsneakinginkicksandpunches!Duetothoseattacks,Gerald

eventuallymanagedtoforceVulturetostartbackingawayfromhim.

Intheend,unlikeGeraldandAmare,Vulturedidn’thavethesupportofessentialqi.Inotherwords,he

hadbeenrelyingonhisownstrengththroughoutthisfight,andhewasstartingtoslowdown.Vulture

waswellawarethatthiscontinuedon,hewouldeventuallyfindithardtoevenhandleGerald’ssingle-

handedattacks.



JustasVulturewasthinkingaboutthis,GeraldnoticedanexposedweakspotwhenVulturewas

retractinghisarm.Notwantingtomissthechancetostrike,Geraldimmediatelylaunchedapunchat

Vulture’schest!

Eyesinstantlywideningashisfacepaled,Vulturequicklytookafewstepsback,holdingontohischest

andpantingtheentiretime.HadVulturebeenanordinaryman,thatpunchcould’veeitherknockedhim

outorevenkilledhim…!However,Vulture’sphysiquewasfarfromordinary,sohewasstillabletostand.

Evenso,thatdidn’tmeanthathehadn’tsufferedsubstantialdamage.

Fromhowpainfulhischestfeltwheneverhebreathed,Vulturefiguredthatseveralbonesinhisribcage

hadbeenbroken,resultinginthebrokenbonespiercinghisorgans…!Knowinghowbadlyinjuredhewas,

beadsofsweatrolleddownVulture’sforeheadasheconsideredhisoptionswhilewatchingAmare

continuefightingGerald.Intheend,Vultureknewthatcontinuingtomoveanyfurtherwouldsurely

resultinhisdeath.Withthat,Vulturegrittedhisteethbeforeslowlyinchingtowardapileofbricks

wherehethensat…

Aftergentlyfeelingaroundhischest,Vultureslammedhisfistontothegroundwhilegrowling,“…Four.”

Everytimehisfacewentpaleinagony,Vulturehadcountedthatasabrokenrib.Withhisforeheadnow

drenchedinsweat,heknewhowterriblehiscurrentconditionwas.Vulture’sbestcourseofactionnow

wastoliestill.Movinganyfurtherwouldonlycausehisinjuriestoworsentothepointwheredeathwas

extremelypossible…

“GeraldCrawford…”grumbledVultureasheglaredattheyouthwhileregrettinghisarrogance.Ifonly

hehadheededKai’swarningsandtakenGeraldmoreseriously,Vulturewould’vesurelybeenmore

carefulwithhismoves.Thinkingback,heshould’veimmediatelyretreatedafterhisfirstshotfailedtohit

itsmark.Hadhedonethat,hewouldn’thaveendedupinsuchapitifulstate…

Eitherway,withVulturenowoutofcombat,thewinnerofthefightwasclear.

ThoughGerald’sattacksslowlybecamemorefrequent,AmarelikeVulturelackedGerald’sstamina,and

soonbeganblockingmorethanheattacked.WhileAmarecouldstillsneakinafewcounterattacks,the

longerthebattlewenton,themoreevidentitbecamethatthiswasgoingtobeGerald’svictory.



Withthatsaid,soonenough,GeraldmanagedtostrikeAmare’sleftarmhardenoughtodislodgeit!

SeeingthatAmarewastemporarilyhandicapped,Geraldtookthechancetograbthemanbytheneck!

WithhowforcefulGeraldwaschokinghim,Amareknewforafactthatitwouldonlyrequireabitmore

forceforhisnecktosnap…!

SmilingashecontinuedsqueezingAmare’sneck,Geraldthensaid,“Sincewehavethesamesurname,I

mayconsidersparingyourlifeifyoushareinterestinginformationwithme…”

Chapter2165

“Ihavenothingtosay!Iadmitdefeat!You’restrongerthanme,whatelsedoyouwant?!”growled

Amare,knowingthathislifewasnowinGerald’shands.

“Howdauntless,”retortedGeraldwithalaughbeforeactivatingthepowerofhisHerculeanPrimordial

SpiritandpokingafewspotsonAmare’sbody…GeraldwasnowtemporarilyparalyzingAmare,and

oncehewasdone,hetossedthedefeatedmanontotheground…

ThoughAmareimmediatelyattemptedtogettohisfeet,hequicklyrealizedthathecouldn’tmovean

inch…!

Understandingthathewasn’tgoinganywhereanytimesoon,AmarecouldonlywatchasGeraldwalked

towardVulture…

Afterlightingacigarette,Geraldsquattedinfrontoftheinjuredman,shakinghisboxofcigaretteswhile

asking,“Wantone?”

GlaringatGerald,Vulturewhowasstillclutchingontohischestgrowled,“Whatdoyouwant?”



Honestly,inhisbody’scurrentstate,evensayingthatonesentencecausedhimenoughpainforany

regularpersontopassout…

“Ijustwanttoknowwhohiredyou,that’sall.Notgoingtolie,you’reprettystrong,soI’msureyou’re

quiteafamousassassin.Withthatsaid,IcanonlyimaginetheKanagawashiringyou.AmIwrong?”

askedGeraldashenarrowedhiseyes.AsidefromKai,whoelsewouldhiresuchahighrankingassassin

tofinishhimoff?

Grittinghisteethinresponse,Vulturesimplysneered,“Iknownothing!”

Beinginthetoptenintheassassinlistmeantthathehadtofullyadheretotheprofessionalethicsof

assassinswhichmeantthathecouldn’texposeanyofhisemployer’sinformation,evenifhehadtodie.

Thisrulehadbeenrootedinhismindeversincehejoinedthisfieldofwork,andhehadnever

abandonedit.

Uponhearingthat,GeraldsimplyshookhisheadbeforelaughingasheturnedtolookatAmarebefore

lookingbackatVultureandscoffing,“Anotherdauntlessperson…”

Thefactthatneitherofthemwascooperatingwashonestlystartingtoannoyhim…Withthat,Gerald

stoppedlaughingbeforesteppingonVulture’schestashegrowled,“Areyoureallysureyoudon’tknow

anything?”

Withthebonesnowpiercingstraightintohisorgans,Vulture’seyeswidenedashebegancoughing

mouthfulsofblood…Bythispoint,evenbreathingwasgettingdifficult..!

“Don’tmakemerepeatthequestion,”saidGeraldasbenarrowedhiseyes.

Knowingfullwellthathe’ddieifhesaidanything,Vulturesimplyretorted,“Justkillmealready!I’ll

neversayit…!”



“Sinceyousuggestedit,bemyguest,”repliedGeraldashiseyeswentstern.HealreadyknewthatKai

hadsenthim,sotherewasnoreasonforhimtokeepthismanalive.Withthat,thesickeningcrackof

bonescouldbeheardasGerald’sfootcompletelycrushedVulture’sribcage…!

Drowninginhisownblood,Vulturecouldonlymanageagurglebeforethelifeinhiseyesvanished…

Thoughhisbodywasnowlimpandlifeless,Vulture’seyesretainedtheirfuriousglare.Italmostseemed

asthoughVulturehadstillbeenrackinghisbrainsonhowtomurderGerald,secondsbeforehisdeath…

“Nowthathe’stakencareof,it’stimeIreturnedtoyou,”saidGeraldasheturnedtolookatAmare,not

evenbotheringtolookatVulture’scorpse.Afterall,hejustneededtousehisessentialqitocompletely

evaporatethebody,leavingzerotracesofVulturebehind…
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AfterwitnessingVulture’shorribledeath,Amarenolongerattemptedtohidehisutterhorrorashe

yelled,“I…Impossible…!Noneofthisshouldbepossible…!”

HewasthetopcultivatoroftheCrawfordfamily…!

HowonearthhadGeralddefeatedhimsomiserably…?!

Honestly,hewouldn’tbehavingsuchahardtimegraspingthissituationifGeraldhadgrownupwith

himinthefamily!Afterall,everyonehaddifferenttalents!

However,AmareknewforafactthatGeraldhadbeenanabandoneddescendantwhohadbeenlivingin

thesecularworldthisentiretime!Eveniftherewerecultivatorsouthere,noneofthemshould’vebeen

strongenoughtobeabletoteachGeraldsuchpowerfulskills!SkillsthatdisallowedAmare,thecreamof

thecropinhisfamily,tonotevenlandasinglehitontheboy…!

“Impossible?Whatisit?”askedGeraldashestaredattheparalyzedman.



“Y—yourinhumanstrength…!Youshouldn’tbethisstrong!Youcan’tbe!”retortedAmareashe

continuedglaringatGerald.

“It’salongstorythatI’drathernottalkabout.Regardless,tellmeeverythingyouknowaboutthe

CrawfordfamilyandImayjustspareyou.Afterall,westillsharethesamesurname.IfIletyouoffalive,

however,knowthatI’llhavetoscrapyourcultivationaswell.Deal?”repliedGeraldwithalaugh.

“…That…”mutteredAmareasheseriouslybeganconsideringhisoptions…

Intheend,killingGeraldwasn’tevenamissionfromthepatriarch.ItwasjustWill’ssecretorder.With

thatinmind,whilethepatriarchwouldeventuallylearnaboutallthisthusmakingpunishment

unavoidableforAmare,ifhesharedeverythingGeraldwishedtoknow,attheveryleast,hewouldbe

sparedtoliveanotherday.Whatmore,sincethiswasstillWill’sorder,perhapsthepatriarchwould

sentenceAmaretoalighterpunishment…

LookingathowseriouslyAmarewasconsideringallthis,Geraldfishedhisphoneouttocheckthetime.

Itwasalreadyoneinthemorning,andheknewthatsoldierswouldbeginpatrollingtheareainanother

twohours.Knowingthathehadtoclearthesceneupbeforetheyarrived,Geraldwaspromptedtosay,

“Youhavetenminutestoconsideryouroptions.Nothingmore.”

Tenminutespassedquicklyenough,andsinceAmarehadn’tsaidaword,Geraldknewwhatthismeant.

Thoughhecouldn’tgetanyinformationoutofAmare,GeraldalreadyhadnewsabouttheSeadomtribe.

Withthatinmind,heknewthatuncoveringthesecretsofYeaningIslandwassimplyamatteroftime…

Regardless,GeraldthennarrowedhiseyesashishandslowlybeganmovingtowardAmare’sneck…

SinceAmarewascompletelyparalyzed,allhecoulddowaswidenhiseyesasGerald’shandcame

dangerouslyclosetohisneck…!Thefearofdeathwasfinallysinkinginonhim…l



JustmomentsbeforeGerald’shandwasagainsthisneck,Amarequicklygulpedbeforecryingoutina

tremblingvoice,“P-please…!Wait…!”

“Finallywillingtotalk?”repliedGeraldasheslowlywithdrewhishand…
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“J-justaskmeanythingyouwishtoknow!I’llshareanythingthatIcananswer…!”saidAmareashe

breathedasighofreliefwhenhesawGerald’shandretracting.

Sittingrightinfrontofhim,Geraldsimplyrepliedinahushedtone,“Firstoff,wasitWillwhotoldyouto

assassinateme?”

“I-itwas…Yousee,thepatriarchsentmeofftodosomeerrandsforhim,butjustbeforeIleft,Will

calledmeovertohisroomtogivemetheassassinationorderSincehe’sthepatriarch’ssuccessor,I

couldn’tjustrefuse…”

Smilingsubtlyinresponse,Geraldthensaid,“Isee.Cometothinkofit,aren’tyouworriedthatDarylwill

findoutaboutthis?”

Gerald,forone,hadfiguredthatonlyWillwantedhimdead.Asfarasheknew,Darylwasonly

interestedintestinghisabilities.

“W-well…aslongasIreturnintime,thepatriarchshouldn’tfindout…Iwasalreadyplanningtoleave

thisafternoon,youknow?Butthenyousuddenlyshowedup…!Whatmore,justasIwaswonderinghow

tomakeamoveonyouearlier,youtooktheinitiativetobaitmeoutherewithyouressentialqi!I

couldn’tsaynotothat!”repliedAmarewithasigh.

Hadheknownthatthingswouldendthisway,hewould’veneveragreedtoWill’srequest…



Noddinginresponse,Geraldthoughtforabitbeforeasking,“…Andareyoutheonewhokilledthat

specialforcesagentfromYanam?”

“…That…wasme,yes…”repliedAmareashereluctantlynodded.

“Isee…Puttingthataside,Ihaveonefinalquestion.Aslongasyougivemeanhonestanswer,I’llspare

yourlifeandletyouleaveunharmed.HowdoIgettoYearningIsland?”askedGeraldashenarrowedhis

eyesatAmare.

Nowthatallhisotherquestionshadbeenanswered,Geraldmadesuretosavethebestforlast.Whileit

wastruethathehadmanagedtofindFujikothuspotentiallyallowinghimtocontacttheSeadomtribe,

ifhemanagedtogettheinformationstraightfromAmare,thenhe’dbeabletostartmakingplansmuch

earlier.

“…TrustmewhenIsay…Idon’tknoweither…”mutteredAmare.

“…What?Aren’tyouatopcultivatoroftheCrawfordfamily?Howcouldyounotknowaboutthis?”

repliedGeraldwithaslightfrown.ThiswastheexactsamereplyhehadgottenfromWill’spreviousmen!

“Iswear!Ireallydon’tknow!Asidefromthepatriarchandafewcoreclansmen,therestofusareleftin

thedarkaboutallthis…!”explainedAmare.

“Thenhowdidyouleavetheisland?Andhowareyougoingtoreturn?”askedGeraldasheraiseda

brow.

“Leavingtheislandiseasy…Allweneedtodoistotakeaboatandsailforabouttenkilometersbefore

weentertheocean…However,ifwewishtogoback,we’llneedtoinformthefamilyinadvance…

Followingthat,eitherthepatriarchoraseniormemberwillguideusback…”explainedAmare.



“…I’llaskonefinaltime.Doyoutrulynotknowthewaybacktotheisland?”askedGeraldashelita

cigaretteandbeganpuffingit.

“Myanswerremainsthesame…WhileYearningIslandmayseemlikearegularisland,I’veneverbeen

abletoseeitonmywaybackfromsea…TheonlywayIcangettotheislandisifIsendamessagetothe

familyandsailforalittlewhilemore…Shortlyafter,I’llbeabletoseethevagueoutlinesoftheisland,

andthat’showlusuallygetback..”repliedAmareasheshookhishead.

Truthbetold,AmarewasjustascuriousabouttheislandasGeraldwas.Infact,hehadeventriedasking

theotherfamilymembersaboutthisinthepast,thoughhewouldendupgettingharshlyreprimanded

everytimehedidso.Duetothat,heeventuallystoppedasking…

Regardless,afterabriefsilence,Geraldnoddedbeforesaying,“…Ibelieveyou.”

Thoughhedidn’tbelieveWill’smenbeforethis,Amare’scasewasdifferent.Afterall,Amarewas

currentlyinalifeordeathsituation.Becauseofthat,Geraldknewhewouldn’tlie.Besides,Amare’s

answerwaswaytoosimilartowhatWill’smenhadsaidforittobeamerecoincidence.

However,evenifAmareandWill’smenhadsimplybeentrainedtogivetheexactsameanswerifthey

werecaught,Geralddidn’treallymind.Afterall,heknewthathewasgoingtolearnthesecretsof

YearningIslandfromtheSeadomtribesoonerorlater…
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“Is…thereanythingelseyou’dliketoknow?I’llanswerhonestly!”repliedAmarewhowasnowfeeling

thatGeraldwasn’tthepersonhehadpreviouslyassumedtobe.

Thetruthwas,hehadinitiallythoughtthatGeraldwasanevilandruthlesspersonwhowoulddo

anythingtobreachintotheCrawfordfamilyandexploitthemoncehebecamethepatriarch.Aftertheir

briefinteraction,however,henowfeltthatGeraldwasactuallyarathergentlesoul,contrarytohis

initialbelief.



Whileitwastruethathestillkilledtheassassinfrombefore,Geraldhadeveryrighttodososincehe

wasambush-attackedbyhim…Regardless,Geraldhadalsomadeitapointthathewasgoingtospare

hislifejustbecausetheysharedthesamesurname.ItwashonestlymakingAmarefeelslightlytouched…

Amare’strainofthoughtwascutshortwhenGeraldcalmlyreplied,“That’sallIneededtoknow.”

“Isee…Well,aspromised,youcanscrapmycultivationnowandI’llheadhomeimmediately…”said

Amareinanequallycalmtonedespiteknowingfullwellwhatwouldhappenoncehiscultivationwas

takenawayfromhim.

Essentially,he’dturnintoanordinaryperson,andAmarewasprettysurethatthosehehadpreviously

offendedwouldtakethechancetotreathimharshly…

Evenso,havingtoexperiencethatwasworthitaslongashecouldremainalive.Afterall,allwasn’tlost.

Hesimplyhadtostartfromscratchagain.Ifhediednow,however,everythingwouldtrulyend.

Hearingthat,GeraldsimplypokedtwiceonthechakrasonAmare’schestbeforereplyinginan

indifferenttone,“Justleave.”

“…Huh?”askedAmareasheslowlyregainedcontroloverhisbody.Hoppingtohisfeet,Amarecouldn’t

helpbutfeelexceedinglyconfusedatthemoment.Afterall,Geraldscrapinghiscultivationinexchange

forhislifewasalreadyextremelymercifuloftheyouth.Sowhywashelettinghimleavejustlikethat?

HadGeraldforgottenthathehadattemptedtoassassinatehimearlier?

“Unlessyou’resecretlyamasochist,Isuggestyouleavewhileyoucan,”saidGeraldwithachuckle.

“…I…Ofcourse,I’mnot…”mutteredAmarewhocouldn’tfeelanymurderousintentfromGeraldashe

slowlywalkedtowardtheyouth.

Takinginadeepbreath,Amarethenasked,“…Ijustdon’tgetit.ThatmanandIweretaskedto



assassinateyou,youknow?Withthatsaid,sinceyoukilledhim,whyaren’tyouendingmylifeaswell?”

Puffingonhiscigarette,Geraldeventuallyreplied,“…It’ssimple,really.It’sbecauseyou’reaCrawford

andheisn’t.WhileIdidn’tgrowupwiththerestofthecultivatingCrawfords,I’mstillDaryl’sgrandson.

Asachild,Imadequiteafewfondmemorieswithhim,youknow?WhileIstillhavenoideawhyhe

abductedmyfamilywhichisthereasonwhyI’mtryingsohardtomeethimonYearningIsland,yousee

thatdoesn’tchangethefactthatyou’restillaCrawford.Justsoyouknow,giventhechoice,I’dvery

muchprefersavingpeopleratherthankillingthem…”

“…I…”mutteredAmareashisvoiceslowlytrailedoff.

Afterall,hehadneverstoppedtowonderwhyGeraldwastryingsohardtogettoYearningIsland.Now,

hewasfinallyawarethatthepatriarchhadcapturedhisfamily…Still,sincethepatriarchwasGerald’s

grandfather,thatessentiallymeantthathehadabductedhisownsonanddaughter-in-law!

Whateverthecasewas,GeraldthenhandedAmareacigarettebeforeasking,“Haveyouseenthem?”

“…Onlyonce,buteventhatwasquiteawhileago…”repliedAmareashetookthecigaretteandlitit

withGerald’slighter.

Hearingthat,Geraldmomentarilytrembledashiseyesgrewslightlywatery.Shakinghishead,Gerald

thenasked,“…Howweretheydoingbackthen?”

Afterthinkingforamoment,Amareeventuallyreplied,“…Well,theywerebeingtreatedratherwell,

honestly.Thepatriarchemphasizedthatnoneofthemcouldbemistreated,sothoughthey’rebeing

keptinthebackyard,theyshouldstillbewellfedandclothed…Attheveryleast,theystillwereback

then…Regardless,apartfromthepatriarchandhiscronies,nobodyelseisallowedtoenter…”

“…Isee.IsWillallowedtoenter?”askedGeraldashisexpressionturnedgloomy…
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“No,actually…Whileit’struethatWillisthepatriarch’sadoptedchildandthathehasahighstatus

withinthefamily,thepatriarchhashonestlyalwaysbeenonguardaroundhim…Infact,thepatriarch

hasmadesuretodisallowWillfromentering

Severalimportantplacesontheisland,includingthebackyardwherethepatriarchlives.I,forone,have

neverseenWillenterthatplace…”mutteredAmarewithaslightfrown.

“…Isee.Well,whatmattersisthatthey’restillsafe…I’matleastrelievedtohearthat…”saidGeraldas

heletoutasigh,theweightofhisimmenseworryfinallylifted.

Abriefmomentlater,GeraldturnedtolookatAmarebeforesaying,“…Eitherway,youcanleavenow.

Also,ifyouwishtoremainalive,remembernottosayathingaboutwhathappenedheretonight.

Understand?”

“Gotit.IfWillasksmeaboutthis,I’lljusttellhimthatIfailedtolocateyouinJapan,”repliedAmarewith

anod.

“Itrustyou,nowleave,”saidGeraldashegesturedforAmaretogo.

BowingtowardGerald,itwasclearthathewasfeelingthankfultowardtheyouth.Atthatmoment,he

madeuphismindthatifGeraldeversetfootonYearningIslandoneday,hewouldadamantlyrefuseto

fightagainsthim,eventhoughthefamilywouldpunishhimforit.

Regardless,aftertossingawayhiscigarettebutt,Amarequicklydisappearedintothedarkness.Gerald

himselfsimplycontinuedsmokinghisowncigaretteasacoldbreezecaressedhischeek…

Shortlyafter,thecigaretteburnedout,andGeraldshookhisheadbeforestartingtowalktoward

Vulture’scorpse…



Searchingthedeadman’sbody,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutmutter,“SoyouKanagawasstillaren’twilling

togiveup,huh?Thenthere’snoneedforyourfamilytoremaininJapan…!”

Whateverthecasewas,asidefromapackofcigarettesandafewbullets,Geraldcouldn’tfindanyform

ofidentificationonVulture.Sincethesedidn’tinterestGerald,theyouthsimplysighedasheplaceda

handonthecorpse’sbody…

MobilizinghisHerculeanPrimordialSpirit,hethenbeganreleasingablazingheatfromhispalm…andin

justafewseconds,Vulture’sbodycompletelyevaporated.SinceGeraldhadusedhisessentialqitodo

thedeed,noteventhecorpse’ssmellremained.JustlikeAdler,Vulturewouldsimplymysteriously

vanishfromthefaceoftheplanet…Eitherway,nowthatthatwastakencareof,Geraldquicklyturned

aroundtoleave.

…

Soonafter,hearrivedathisguestroomwhereMasterGhostandAidencouldbeseenwaitingpatiently

onthesofa.

UponseeingGerald,AidenimmediatelyhoppedtohisfeetbeforecheckingaroundGerald’sbodywhile

asking,“BrotherGerald!Youaren’tinjured,areyou?”

“Ofcourse,not.Shouldn’tyoubewellawareofmystrengthbynow?”repliedGeraldwithalaughashe

closedthedoorbehindhim.

“Haseverythingbeensettled?”askedMasterGhostashesteppedforwardaswell.

“Inaway.Asitturnedout,theYanamsoldierreallywasmurderedbytheCrawfordcultivator.Ifought

himearlier,andthoughhedefinitelywasn’tweak,hewasn’tasstrongasIhadinitiallyanticipatedeither.

Withthatsaid,Ijustlethimoffthehook,”repliedGeraldashetookhisjacketoffbeforewalkingtothe

waterdispensertogethimselfadrink.



“You…lethimgo…?Why?”askedMasterGhostandAiden,feelingrightfullypuzzled.

“Ijustdon’twanttokillotherCrawfordsifIcanhelpit.Afterall,theonewhoabductedmyparentswas

Daryl,notthem.Besides,sinceIsparedhislife,henowowesmeafavor,”repliedGeraldasheputhis

papercupdown…
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“So…Youonlylethimofftogethishelponceyoufinallygetontheisland…?”askedMasterGhost.

“Thinkingback,itwasstillmostlythefactthatIdidn’twanttokillanotherCrawford,”repliedGeraldas

heshookhishead.

Withhowimportantsavinghisparentswastohim,Geraldwasn’tabouttoplacehistrustonanyofthe

cultivatingCrawford’s‘help’.

“…Ifthat’sthecase,thendidn’tyoujustfreeatigerbackintothemountains…?”askedMasterGhost

whowasstartingtogetslightlyworried.

Thoughhehadn’ttoldGeraldaboutthis,MasterGhosthadsecretlymadeafortunetellingforGerald

sometimeback,andhefoundoutthatGeraldwouldencountersomethingdangerouspotentiallyeven

lifethreateningoncehearrivedattheisland…

“Again,hisstrengthwasprettyaverage,soIdon’treallyseehimasathreat.Ifheevendarestocome

aftermeagain,I’lljustkillhim,”repliedGeraldrathernonchalantlyashewavedhishand.

SeeinghowconfidentGeraldwas,MasterGhostsimplysaid,“…Well,I’lltrustyourjudgmentsinceyou

soundsosureaboutthis…”

“I’mglad.Speakingofwhich,whilefightingthatcultivator,Icameacrossanotherassassinwhotriedto



killmeintheprocess.Withhowstronghewas,Ifeelthathecould’vebeenarankedassassinonthe

assassinlist.Callitahunch,butIhaveafeelingthatonlyKaiwouldthinkofsomethinglikethis,”replied

Gerald.

“Ahigh-rankingassassin?Where’shisbody,brotherGerald?I’veinvestigatedoverfiftyassassinsonthe

assassinlist,soIcanrecognizemostofthemprettywell!”exclaimedAidenwhosuddenlyappeared

muchmoreexcitedthanbefore.

Smilinghelplessly,Geraldsimplyreplied,“I’mafraidthere’snobodytospeakof…”

“…Huh?Didhemanagetoescape…?”askedAiden,feelingslightlydisappointed.Still,iftheymanagedto

catchthatassassinlateron,Aidenwouldsurelybeabletorecognizetheassailant.Followingthat,there

wasachancethatthey’dbeabletofindoutwhohiredtheassassininthefirstplace!

“Notatall.WhatI’msayingisthatIevaporatedhiscorpse!”explainedGerald.

AidenhadalreadyseenwhatGeraldwascapableof,sohehardlyhadanytroubleacceptingthis.With

thatinmind,Aidensimplysighedbeforereplyinginaslightlydisappointedtone,“Isee…Whata

shame…Itwould’vebeennicetoleavehimalive…”

“Well,there’snopointtalkingabouthimanymore.Howaboutthingsonyourend?Isthecompetition

overyet?”askedGerald.

“Itis,thoughit’llstillbeafewdaystillwegettheresults.WhileIwasn’tasgoodasMissFujiko,Idon’t

thinkIscoredtoobadly.Infact,IhaveafeelingthatIshouldbeclosetothetop!”explainedAidenashe

thoughtabouthisperformanceinthepreviousdays.

“That’sgoodtohear.Well,sincethere’snothingtobedoneinthemeantime,let’scontactFujikofirstto

discussthematteraboutusstayingwithherfamily.I’msayingitnowthatyoutwohavetobeextra

carefulfromnowon.Afterall,we’renowsimultaneouslydealingwithanextremelyprestigiousfamily

andafamilyofassassins.WhileIwouldn’tnormallyseethe



Kanagawasasathreat,IstillbelievethatKaiwastheonewhohiredthatassassinIkilledearlier.With

thatsaid,pleasebealertatalltimes,”saidGeraldashenarrowedhiseyes.

TheKanagawashadpissedhimoffenough.Everyonefromthatfamilyneededtodie…!

“Surething!ThehigherupshavealreadytoldmethatI’llbegivenamonth’sworthofrestafterthe

competition.Withthatsaid,hopefullythingscanbesettledbeforethen,”repliedAidenwhoreally

wantedtohelpGeraldsavehisparents.Evenso,AidenwasstillWeston’s‘KingofSoldiers’.Inother

words,ifhesuddenlyreceivedorderstoreturn,Aidenwasn’tabouttodisobeyhisorders…

Regardless,Geraldthenreplied,“ThingsshouldbesettledWithinthemonth.”

“Shouldwestartmakingourmovetomorrow,then?”askedMasterGhost.

“Indeed.We’llmeetupwithFujikothenbeforeheadingtotheFutabamanortogether.We’llstart

discussingournextmovesoncewe’rethere,”saidGeraldwithanod.

Noddingaswell,Aidenthenplacedhishandonhisstomachbeforemuttering,“Um…BrotherGerald…?

Areyouhungry?Icanheadouttogetsomefoodforyou…”
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“Goonahead,”repliedGerald.

Fastforwardtohalfanhourlater,Aidenreturnedwithsomefoodhegotfromthenearbyconvenience

store.Followingthat,thetriosataroundthetableandatetogether.Honestly,aftereatingsomuch

Japanesefood,theyhadstartedseeingtheappealinitstaste.Ofcourse,therewasstillaprettybiggap

betweenthefoodhereandgoodoldWestonerfood…



Regardless,oncetheyfinishedtheirmeals,thetrioreturnedtotheirroomstorest…

Oncemorningcame,GeraldandMasterGhostheadedtothetrainingground’sentrancetowaitwhile

AidenranofftolookforFujiko.Shortlyafter,however,theduocameacrossIchiroandhissecretary

instead.

RealizingthatGeraldwasallpackeduptoleave,Ichirotoldhissecretarytowaitatthesideashequickly

walkedtowardGeraldbeforesaying,“Oh?Leavingalready,brotherGerald?”

“Indeed.Myfriend’sdonewithhiscompetition,soImayaswelljustleavewithhim,”explainedGerald

withanod.

“Isee…It’sashamethatyouhavetoleavebeforethecasegetssolved…Regardless,Ishouldmention

thatwhilewewereinvestigatingearlierthismorning,apersonapparentlyleftoneofthehotelslast

night!Oursurveillancecamerasfollowedhimtillthepointheenteredabarrenareathatwastoofarfor

thefinalcameratocapture…Inotherwords,thesuspicious

Individualshouldbelonggonenow…”mutteredIchiroinaslightlydisappointedtone.

“Thefinalsurveillancecamera?I’massumingyoudon’thaveanycamerassetupinthebarrenarea,

then?”askedGeralddespiteknowingtheanswertohisquestion.

“Well,itwouldn’tmakesensetoplacesurveillancecamerasinabarrenarea…Eitherway,thatman

probablyrealizedthisandusedittohisadvantagetoescape…Still,wedohavehispictureandsome

footageofhim,soifwemanagetoissueatrackingwarrant,wemaybeabletotrackhimdown!”

explainedIchirowhodidn’tmindsharingallthiswithGerald.Afterall,it

WasGerald’spointersthatallowedthemtopinpointtheescapingmaninthefirstplace.

Noddinginresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“Isee.Allthebestincapturinghim!”



Honestly,Geraldwasfindingthesituationtobequitefunny.Afterall,withhowquickAmarewas,Gerald

wasprettysurethathecould’veeasilyevadedtheinvestigationteamandleftJapan’sbordersunnoticed.

EvenifAmareslippedupandtheinvestigationteamfoundhim,theywouldn’thavebeenabletoharm

himatall…

Whateverthecasewas,Ichirothensalutedashedeclared,“Thankyou,brotherGerald!”

Shortlyafter,AidenandFujikoarrived,andthefourgotintoacarbeforeleavingthetraininggroundfor

good…

ThroughouttheirjourneytotheFutabamanor,Geraldkeptonehandonthesteeringwheelwhilehis

armrestedagainstthecar’swindow.Afterabriefsilenceinthecar,Geraldeventuallysaidinacasual

tone,“Youknow,anassassintriedtokillmelastnight.Withhowcapablehewas,Ihaveafeelingthat

he’sfromtheinternationalassassinlist.Duetohowpriceyitcangettohiresuchmen,I’massuminghe

washiredbyKai.”

Naturally,thatstatementwasforFujikosinceAidenandMasterGhostalreadyknewaboutthis.

Regardless,uponhearingthat,FujikoimmediatelytensedupbeforescanningGeraldfromheadtotoeas

sheasked,“Areyouhurt?!”

“Don’tworry,I’mfine.Infact,Igotridoftheassassinaswell,”repliedGeraldasheshookhishead.

Thoughshewasrelievedtohearthat,Fujikosoonsmackedthedashboardbeforeangrilyyelling,“The

Kanagawastrulyhavegonetoofarthistime…!FirsttheyhiredtheHanyus…Nowinternational

assassins?!”

“Indeed…Howdoyouplanonsettlingthis?”askedGerald.Intheend,thishadtodowiththeFutabasas

well,soitwasbesttomakethingsasclearaspossible…
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“…Weshoulddiscussthiswithmyfather.Withhowbigtheissue’sgottentothepointwhereKai’s

startedhiringinternationalassassins,I’drathernotmakethefinalcallonmyown…”mutteredFujikoas

sheshookherhead,promptingGeraldtoremainsilent…

ItwasaroundnoonwhenthefourofthemarrivedattheFutabamanor.Thankfully,Geralddidn’tsense

anyhidingindividualsnearbyanymore.

Eitherway,uponsteppingoutofthecar,thegroupwasgreetedbythesightofTakuya’ssecretarywho

hadbeenwaitingoutsideforthemthisentiretime.Uponseeingthem,thesecretaryquicklyheldonto

thethingsFujikowascarryingbeforesaying,“MissFujiko!Mr.Crawford!Docomein!Themaster’sbeen

waitingforyou!”

Simplynoddinginresponse,thegroupthenenteredthemanor…andsoonenough,theycameacross

Takuyawhohadbeenwaitingforthemintheparlor.

Gettingtohisfeetthemomenthesawthem,TakuyatookabriefglanceatAidenandMasterGhost

beforeturningtolookatGeraldandexclaiming,“You’reback!I’vealreadytoldmyservantstopreparea

grandmealssohurryonin!Asforthetwobrothersattheback,justmakeyourselvesathomeandjoin

us!”

Noddinginresponse,thegroupoffivethenenteredthediningroomandsataroundthetable.Once

seated,Fujikowaspromptedtosay,“Um…There’ssomethingIneedtotellyou,father…”

“Oh?Whatisit?”askedTakuyaasheturnedtolookathisdaughter.

BeforeFujikocouldsayanythingelse,Geraldquicklyinterrupted,“It’snothingmajor.Itcancertainly

waittilllunchisover!”

Gerald,forone,knewthatifFujikotoldTakuyaallthisbeforelunch,Takuyawouldprobablylosehis

appetite.Tellinghimabitlaterwouldn’tmakemuchofadifferenceanyway.



SuddenlyseeingthingsfromGerald’sperspective,Fujikoquicklyadded,“…Yeah,itcandefinitelywait!”

“…Isee!Well,thenafterlunchitis!Speakingofwhich,Ihiredanewcheftwodaysago,andhe’sa

Westoner!Withthatsaid,dotellmewhetherthefoodistoyourlikinglater!”repliedTakuyawhowas

muchtoogladtoseeGeraldhometobebotheredbyhisdaughter’shesitance.

“Definitely!”declaredGeraldwithaheartylaugh.Withthat,thegroupoffivechattedhappilyamong

themselvesforthenexthalfhourtillfoodbeganbeingserved.

Seeingthattheyweregoingtoeatsoon,Takuyaquicklyclearedhisthroatbeforesaying,“Justtomake

thingsclear,Gerald’sfriendsaremyfriends,soyoutwowon’thavemanyrulesrestrictingyouwithinthe

manor.Withthatsaid,whileI’dlovetoletyoutwostayhereforafewdaysandpotentiallyevenget

someonetoguideyouaroundforatour,themanor’snotexactlythesafestplaceforyoutostayin

now…”

Takuya,forone,waswellawarethathecouldn’taffordtobeartheresponsibilityofthosetwo’sinjuries

ifheallowedthemtostayhereandsomethinghappenedtothem…

Clearinghisownthroat,Geraldthenreplied,“…Well,yousee,Iwasplanningonlettingthemstayhere

forthetimebeing.I’llhavetotroubleyoutopreparetwoguestroomsforthemthatareclosetowhere

I’mcurrentlystaying…”

“But…You,ofallpeople,shouldknowmyfamily’scurrentconditions,brotherGerald…Iftheystayhere,

there’sagoodchancethatthey’ll…”mutteredTakuya,lookingrightfullyembarrassed.

“TrustmewhenIsaythatit’llbemoredangerousforthemiftheydon’tstayhere.Don’tworry,I’llmake

suretheyremainsafe.Evenifsomethingdoeshappentothem,I’llbetheoneresponsible.Noneofit

willhaveanythingtodowiththeFutabas!”declaredGeraldwithasmile.

“…Sinceyouputitthatway…Fine.I’llagreetoit!Youthere,goarrangefortwoguestroomsclosetoMr.

Crawford’sroom!”orderedTakuyaaftermomentarilyhesitatingashelookedathissecretary.
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“Understood!”repliedthesecretarywithanodbeforequicklyleavingtheparlor…

Soonenough,allthedisheswereserved,andbeforeeveryonelaidatleastadozenWestondishes.Aside

fromthechickenandfish,theresthonestlylookedlikeordinaryhomecookeddishes.Evenso,justthe

foods’smellaloneandthewaytheywerepresentedmadeeveryoneawarethatthiswastheworkofa

topnotchchef…

Sinceallthefoodhadarrived,thesmilingTakuyaquicklybegandistributingchopsticksashesaid,“Come

on,enjoythefoodwhileit’shot,andtellmeifit’stoyourliking!Honestly,eversincebrotherGerald

came,I’vebeengrowingfonderandfonderofWestonfood!Truthbetold,Iwasn’tevensureifI’dever

getusedtoWestonfoodbackwhenFujikoimploredmetotrysome!”

“See?Itoldyouso!”repliedthepleasedFujiko.

Followingthat,everyoneenjoyedtheirmealswithoutsayingmuchinbetweenbites.Onceallthedishes

werefinished,Takuyaorderedhisservantstoclearthetableandservethemsometea.

Aftertheteaarrived,Takuyaturnedtolookateveryoneelseatthetablebeforeasking,“So…I

rememberyousayingthattherewassomethingyouwantedtotellmeearlier…Nowthatwe’vehadour

meals,caretoshare?”

SippingontheteathatTakuyahadjusthandedhim,Geraldthencalmlyreplied,“Well,Iwasattackedby

anassassinfromtheinternationalassassinlist.I’massuminghewashiredbytheKanagawas.”

Uponhearingthat,Takuyawassosurprisedthathealmostdroppedtheteapot!Hishandsnow

trembling,Takuyaquicklyaskedinahushedtone,“…What?”

“Again,I’monlyassumingthatitwastheKanagawas,sothere’snoneedtogettooworkedup,”replied



Geraldwithaslightfrown.

“Howcouldn’tIgetworkedup?Incaseyou’veforgotten,thetwoassassinsfrombeforearestillinthis

manor!”mutteredTakuyaaftertakinginafewdeepbreaths.

“Speakingofthosetwo,they’reapparentlyknownasEndoandIzumi.They’rebothHanyussentby

HanyuRyuguoftheHanyuassassinationdepartment.Aswiththepreviouscase,Ihaveafeelingthatthe

Kanagawasarebehindthis,thoughIcan’tsayforsure,”repliedGerald.

“They’re…Hanyus…?”mutteredTakuyaashisfaceturnedslightlypale.

Theirfamilieshadbeenlivingpeacefullyforoverahundredyearsnow…Howcouldallthatchangein

lessthanamonth?NotonlyhadtheHanyussentpeopletoassassinatehisdaughter,buttheyalso

attemptedtoassassinatehisguest!HadGeraldnotbeenpresentinthosetwoevents,hisdaughter

could’vebeendeadbynow…!

“Indeed…Eitherway,theKanagawasaremyprimesuspectinallthis…Afterall,theHanyusarean

assassinfamily.Whyonearthwouldtheyhireaninternationalassassintodotheirdirtyworkinstead?

AndsinceEndoandIzumiwentaftermeinsteadofFujiko,itonlygivesmemorereasontobelievethat

Kai’stheonebehindallthis.Withthatsaid,howareyouplanningtosolveallthis,patriarchTakuya?”

askedGeraldashesippedonmoretea.

“…I’llneedtimetothinkaboutthis…Afterall,onewrongdecisionmaybringharmtousall…”muttered

thenowfrowningTakuyaasheleanedagainsthischair,wonderinghowtogoaboutallthis…

Honestly,hewastemptedtojustpickafightwithbothfamiliesandattempttobruteforcehiswayto

Victory.

However,Takuyaknewbetterthantodothat.Afterall,whileGeraldwouldcertainlybeableto

guaranteehisdaughter’ssafety,therestofhisfamilywouldquicklycrumbleagainsttheothertwo

families.Butiftheyjustremainedonthedefensive,they’dsurelybeattackedoverandoveragaintill



theyeventuallylost…

Feelinghelpless,Takuyawaspromptedtoask,“…Whataboutyou,Gerald…?Whatdoyouthink?”

“Well…IcangetridoftheKanagawasfirst.ThoughIcouldchoosetofinishofftheHanyusfirst,they’re

stillanentirefamilyofassassins.Withthatsaid,I’llneedmoretimetoprepareifIwishtotakethe

Hanyusout,”repliedGeraldwhohadhonestlybeenwaitingforTakuyatoask…
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Uponhearingthat,Takuyaimmediatelyshookhisheadwithachucklebeforesaying,“…You’rejoking,

right…?”

WhileitwastruethatGeraldwasinhumanlystrong,therewasnowayhewasgoingtobeabletotake

onsuchalargeandpowerfulfamilyalone,right…?

“Oh,ImeanteverywordIsaid,patriarchTakuya.Doyounotbelieveme?”askedGeraldinaserious

tone,signifyingthathewouldn’tjokeaboutsomethinglikethis.Afterall,gettingtheFutabasoutofthis

crisiswashisonewaytickettolearningthesecretsoftheSeadomtribe.

ThinkingaboutallthetimesGeraldhadprotectedhisdaughterandputtingGerald’sserioustoneinto

consideration,Takuyaeventuallyreplied,“…Ibelieveyou!”

“Good.Withthatsaid,justgivemesometimetoexterminatetheKanagawas.AsforEndoandIzumi,I

proposethatweendthemassoonaspossible,”repliedGeraldwithasmile.

“Well,hadtheynothadtheinformationweneeded,Iwould’vekilledthemagesago.Nowthatweknow

theiridentities,however,there’snoreasontocontinuelettingthemlive!”declaredTakuyaashe

noddedinagreement.



“That’sgoodtohear.Well,ifyou’llexcuseme,I’llbeheadingoutfirst.I’llbebackbeforenight,”replied

Geraldashegottohisfeet.

“Oh?Whereto?”askedTakuya.

“I’mjustgoingtowheretheYamashitasare.Istillhavesomequestionsthatneedanswering,”replied

Gerald,rememberingthepromisethatoldmanhadmadewithhimbackthen.Geraldstillfoundithard

tobelievethatthatoldmanhadhelpedthemslippastRyugu…

Hearingthat,Takuyawasmomentarilytakenabackasheexclaimed,“You…KnowtheYamashitas?”

“Actually,beforethat,haveyoucontactedthembefore,father?”askedFujikowhojustrecalledwhat

thatoldmanhadsaidtoherbackthen.

“…Huh?WhywouldIhavecontactedthem?IfIhad,ourfamilywouldn’tbeinsuchapoorstatetoday!

Afterall,thereareinfamousrumorsthattheYamashitashaveninjasintheirfamily!”repliedTakuyaas

heshookhishead.

“…But…thatoldmansaid…”mutteredFujiko,clearlyataloss.Afterall,ifherfatherhadn’tcontacted

thatoldmanbefore,whywouldthatoldmanhavesaidthathehadmetherbeforeasachild?

Knowingthatherfatherwouldn’tlietoher,asuddenthoughtcametoFujiko,promptinghertolookat

Gerald.Fromwhatshecouldnowguess,theoldmanhadprobablyonlysteppedinbecauseofGerald.In

otherwords,hemusthaveonlysaidthattodeceiveRyugu.

“…Oldman?Whatoldman?Actually,holdon,why’stheYamashitafamilysuddenlyinvolved?”asked

theconfusedTakuya.

“Justknowthatitisn’tabadthing,patriarchTakuya.Regardless,I’llbeoffnow.Ifanythinghappens,I’ll

besuretotellyouwhenIreturn,”repliedGerald.



Hearingthat,Takuyabreathedasighofreliefbeforesaying,“…Alright,then.Takecare!”

WatchingasGeraldheadedoutside,Fujikoquicklygotupaswellassheshouted,“Wait!I’mcomingwith

you!”

Asthetwoleftthescene,TakuyacouldonlyscratchthebackofhisheadasheturnedtolookatAideen

and

MasterGhostwhowerestilldrinkingteathere.

“Justsoyouknow,allthishappenedwithoutusbeingthere.Withthatsaid,there’snopointinasking

aboutthesituationfromus,patriarchTakuya,”explainedMasterGhost.
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“…Isee.Well,youtwogoaheadandrestfirst,then.Ifthere’sanythingyouneed,justtellme,”replied

Takuya,whoknewthathecouldonlyawaitGerald’sreturnifhewantedanyanswers.

MovingbacktoGeraldandFujiko,theduoquicklygotintooneoftheFutabacarsandbegandrivingto

wheretheYamashitaslived…

Ontheirwaythere,Fujikocouldn’thelpbutlookatGeraldassheasked,“You…reallydon’tknow

anythingaboutthatoldman…?”

ToFutaba,Geraldwaslikearubik’scube.Despitethefactthathehadbeenlivinginhermanorandshe

hadknownhimforaboutamonthnow,shestillfeltthatsheknewverylittleabouthim…

“Fujiko,youandyourfamilyarelocalsandyouhardlyknowanythingaboutthem.Whatmakesyouthink

I’dknowanythingabouttheYamashitas?Tobequitefrank,I’mheadingtheretolearnmoreaboutthat



oldmanmyself,”repliedGeraldasheshookhishead.

“Isee…Still,ifwehadtheYamashitassupportingus,thingswoulddefinitelygomuchsmoother…”

mutteredFujikowithasigh.Eventhoughshewasthe‘QueenofSoldiers’,shewasstillmuchweaker

thanthem…

“Thoughthingsmaybedifficult,I’mwillingtofightthroughitall,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

Soonenough,theskystartedturningdark.Itwasthenwhentheduofinallysawthebarrenmountain

again…

Oncetheywereatthefootofthemountain,Geraldparkedthecarthere.TheywerenowinYamashita

territory,andheknewthattheareawherehehadfoughttheHanyuassassinswasnotfarahead.

However,uponwalkingfurtherintotheterritory,bothofthemrealizedthatthecorpseshadbeen

clearedaway.Thoughthetangofbloodnolongerremained,uponpayingcloserattention,dry

bloodstainsstillremainedontheground.UnlesstheYamashitasturnedthesoiloveroraddedalayerof

soilontop,thebloodstainswouldprobablyremainforamonthortwo.

Withhowfewpeopleactuallycamehere,therewaslittlechanceforthestainstobetroddenonaswell,

thusleavingthestainsvisibleformuchlonger…

Shortlyafter,eightmeneachwieldingalongsworddonningtraditionalJapanesegarmentscamerunning

overtothetwo.Oncetheystoodbeforetheduo,oneofthemenasked,“Whoareyoutwo?”

“Greetings.IamFutabaFujikofromtheFutabafamily.I’mheretopayyourfamilyavisit,”repliedFujiko

inapolitetone.

“YoushouldknowthattheYamashitasdon’tacceptguests,sopleaseleaveatonce.Iftheeldersrealize

thatyou’rehere,we’llsurelybepunished!”repliedthesameman.



“Beforethat,allowmetoexplainabitfurther.Yousee,wecamehereafewdaysagoandendedup

fightingwiththeHanyusatthisveryspot.Backthen,anoldgentlemansteppedintohelpussettle

things,andhetoldmetoreturnsomeday.Withthatsaid,I’mherenow,sopleasereportourarrivalto

him,brother,”explainedGeraldwhocouldn’thelpbutfeelthathewas

ConversingwithacultivatingfamilybackinWeston.

Afterall,basedonhowtheydressedandwhattheysaid,itseemedthattheywerestillupholding

traditionsthathadbeenpasseddownforthousandsofyears…

“…Hmm?Soyou’retheWestonerwhokilledallthoseHanyuassassins?”repliedtheman,feelingslightly

startledashescannedGeraldfromheadtotoe.

“Theoneandonly,”saidGeraldwithasmile.

“…Isee.PleasewaithereasIreportthis,then.Actually,beforethat…Ifyouwishtofightnexttime,

pleasedon’tdoithere…Wespentanentiredayclearingthisplaceup,youknow?Itgetsprettytiring,”

mutteredthemanashenodded.

“Iapologizeforallthetrouble,”repliedGeraldwithasheepishgrin.

“You’dbetterbe…Justlookatthosebloodstains!They’renearlyimpossibletoremove…”saidtheman

ashepointedatthestainswhileshakinghishead.

Followingthat,theeightmenlefttogether.
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Ashortwhilelater,themanreturnedalonebeforesaying,“Elderhasinvitedyouin!”



“Thankyouforsendinghimthemessage,”repliedGeraldasheplacedhispalmandfisttogetherbefore

enteringtheareawithFujiko…

Afterwalkingforabouttenminutes,theduofinallyarrivedattheoldman’shome.Sincethemanhadn’t

guidedthemthere,theduohadmadetheirwayheresolelyfrommemory.

Regardless,asGeraldpushedthehouse’sdooropen,hemadesuretowhisper,“Speakingofwhich,once

wemeettheoldman,don’tsayathing.I’dliketotesthimfirst…”

“Gotit,”repliedFujikowithanod.

Withthat,theduowalkedtowardtheparlorwheretheoldmancouldbeseensittingonthetatamifloor.

Beforehim,wasabottlekettle,anddespitenoticingGeraldandFujiko’spresence,hedidn’tmovean

inch.KnowingthattheoldmancouldspeakintheWestonlanguageandsincetherewasn’tanyoneelse

around,Geralddidn’tbotherspeakinginhisawkwardJapaneseandsimplysaid,“I’vecometovisityou,

oldman.”

“Soyouhave.Isthecompetitionover?”askedtheoldmanasheturnedtolookatGerald.

“Itjustended,”repliedGeraldashesatinfrontoftheoldman.

“Isee…AreyouheretoaskaboutwhyIhelpedyoubackthen?”askedtheoldmanasheservedsome

teatobothGeraldandFujiko.

“Prettymuch,”repliedGeraldwhosawnoreasontolie.



“Truthbetold,Ijustdidn’twantyoutohaveanotherconflictwiththatman.Afterall,youhadalready

killedseveralofhismenbythatpoint,andIdidn’twanttohavetocleanupmorebodies.Sothereyou

haveit,thereasonIallowedyoutosneakoff,”explainedtheoldmanwithasmileashestrokedhis

beard.

“…Isthattrulyall?”askedGeraldinslightdisbelief.

“Whatotherreasonscouldtherebe?Afterall,wehadnevermetbeforeatthatpointintime.Eitherway,

sinceyou’realreadyhere,whydon’tyouhavesometeawithme?”askedtheoldmanashegesturedat

theteacupbeforeGerald.

Gettingtheoldman’shint,GeraldturnedtolookatFujikobeforesaying,“…Couldyoulookaround

outsideforthemoment,Fujiko?There’ssomethingI’dliketodiscusswithhiminprivate…”

“Pardonme,then,”repliedFujikoasshegottoherfeetandlefttheroom…

Geraldmadesuretofollowhertothedoorbeforeclosingitbehindher.Withthedoornowshut,Gerald

turnedtolookattheoldmanbeforecalmlysaying,“Nowthatwe’realone,youcansayanythingyou

want…Iassureyouthatanythingyousaywon’tleavethisroom.”

“Oh?Yousurprisinglyknowquitealot,kid!”repliedtheoldmanwithachuckle.

“Well,youdidhelpusescapeRyuguthatday.What’smore,youevenrevealedthatyouwerea

Westonerbeforeweleft.Howcouldn’tIfigurethattherewasmoretowhyyoudidallthat?”saidGerald.

“Isee…Beforethat,I’dliketoclarifythatIhadbeenkeepinganeyeoutonyoueversinceyouentered

ourterritory…Withthatsaid,withyourabilities,takingRyugudownwould’vebeenacinchforyou,no?”

askedtheoldmanashecontinuedstrokinghisbeard.

“You’renotwrong,”repliedGerald.



“Hmm…Well,attheveryleast,thepartwhereIdidn’twantyoutwotogetintotoomuchtroubleis

true,”saidtheoldman.

“Butwhyevenbother?Afterall,wehadjustmetforthefirsttimeandasfarasIknow,theYamashitas

hardlyhaveanycontactwiththeoutsideworld,”repliedGeraldinacurioustone.

“Youtrulydoknowquitealot…”
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“Asyou’vesaid,theYamashitasdon’tcontactotherfamiliesalot,butputtingthataside…Youhavethe

HerculeanPrimordialSpiritwithinyou,correct?”askedtheoldmanafterstaringatGeraldforawhile.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldcouldonlychuckleawkwardly.Thoughtheoldmanhadseenthroughhim,he

didn’treallywanttoadmitit.Afterall,Geraldwaswellawarethattalentedandcapablepeoplewere

targetedalot.Infact,itwasexactlybecauseofhispowerthatresultedinhistroublewiththemilitary

departmentaswellasthethreelargefamiliesofYanam!

“Soitistrue…Well,I’mjustgladthatyouknowhowtoconcealyourtreasurewell,”addedtheoldman

withagrin.

Noddingslowly,Geraldthenlookedattheoldmanforawhilebeforefinallyasking,“Who…exactlyare

you,oldman…?I’msureyou’renotjusttheelderoftheYamashitafamily,right…?”

Geraldhadamultitudeofquestionsinhishead.Firstoff,howwasaWestonertheelderofthe

Yamashitafamily?Howhadhegotteninvolvedinthisfamilyrumoredtohaveninjas?Andhowdidhe

evenknowabouttheHerculeanPrimordialSpirit?NotmanycultivatorsfromWestonevenknewabout

it!

UponhearingGerald’squestion,theoldman’stonesuddenlybecameseriousashereplied,“…Doyou



reallywishtoknow?”

WatchingasGeraldnoddedinresponse,theoldmanthensighedashiscloudyeyesmomentarilyhinted

thathewasreminiscing…Andshortlyafter,theoldmansaid,“Well…Forone,Iknewyourgrandfather

prettywellbackthen…WeusedtotraveltogetherinWestonmanyyearsago,youknow?Unfortunately,

weendeduppartingwaysduetoourdifferingopinions…Truthbetold,whenIfirstsawyou,Ialmost

thoughtyouwerehim.You’rehisspittingimage,fromyourphysique,

Appearance,rightdowntoyourpersonality!”

“…What?YouknowDaryl?”repliedGeraldasheinstantlyfrowned.Withhowtightlyhewasholding

ontothenowquiveringteacup,theoldmanfeltthatifGeraldgrippedanyharder,thecupwouldsurely

shatter.

…

“Idid…Well,theoldhim,atleastAlso,he’syourgrandfather,no?Whyareyoucallinghimbyhis

name?”askedtheoldmanasheraisedaslightbrow.

“I’dverymuchprefernottohaveagrandfatherlikehim,”repliedGeraldwithasnort.

Whileitwastruethatthegrandfatherherememberedasachildwasakindoldmanbeforehe

disappearedfromhislife,therevelationthatDarylwashisparents’andsister’sabductorwassimplytoo

muchforGeraldtowillinglyoverlook.

Regardless,uponhearingthat,theshockedoldmanwaspromptedtoask,“Is…theresomesortof

misunderstandingbetweenthetwoofyou…?”

“I’drathernottalkabouthim,oldman…Eitherway,I’mjustwonderingifyouhelpedusbackthendue

tothefactthatI’mDaryl’sgrandson?”repliedGeraldasheraisedhishandtostoptheoldmanfrom



askinganyfurther.

“…No,ofcoursenot.Imerelyfeltliketalkingabouthimsinceyou’rehisdescendant.Regardless,the

mainreasonIhelpedyouisbecauseyou’recurrentlyhostingtheHerculeanPrimordialSpirit,”explained

theoldmanasheshookhisheadwithasmile.

Suddenlyfeelingmuchmorevigilant,Geraldthenasked,“…Couldyouelaborate?”

IfthisoldmantrulywasafterhisHerculeanPrimordialSpirit,thenhewouldhavetofigureouthowto

quicklyleavethisplacewithFujiko.Naturally,thatmeantthathewouldhavetooffendyetanother

powerfulfamily…

LookingathowvigilantGeraldhadsuddenlybecome,theoldmancouldn’thelpbutlaughbeforesaying,

“It’salongstory.Ifyou’reinterestedinhearingthefullthing,dostayforafewmoredays.Inreturn,I

justwantyoutoupdatemeonDaryl’ssituation.Afterall,it’sbeenagessinceI’velastmethim.”

“…Deal!”repliedGerald.
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GeraldwasonlyagreeingsincethisoldmanseemedtoknowDarylwell.Withthatinmind,Gerald

couldn’tdenythathewascuriousabouthisgrandfather’spast.Afterall,thoughhehadmethimasa

child,hismemoriesofDarylwerevague,tosaytheleast.Perhapswiththisoldman’shelp,hewouldbe

abletolearnwhyhispresentgrandfatherunderwentsuchadrasticchange…

“Excellent.Thendohavesomemoreteaaswecontinuechatting.I’llgetaroompreparedforyoutwo

bytonight.Speakingofwhich,isn’tithightimeyoutoldhertocomebackinside?Afterall,therereally

isn’tanythingtohide.Besides,youtwoareacouple,no?”repliedtheoldmanwithasmile.

“Youknew…?”saidGeraldashescratchedthebackofhishead.



“Whilewedon’tdirectlycontactthosefromtheoutsideworld,itdoesn’tmeanthatwe’releftoblivious

aboutwhathappensoutthere,”repliedtheoldmanwithanod.

Notknowinghowtorespondtothat,GeraldtheninvitedFujikoinagain,makingsuretoshutthedoor

tightonceshewasinside.Afterall,hedidn’twantanystrangershearinganythingaboutDaryl’spast.

OnceGeraldandFujikowereseatedatthetable,theoldmanwhowasholdingontoacupofhottea

slowlybeganrockingbackandforthashesaid,“Let’ssee…Itwasaboutfiftyyearsagowhenthe

incidentbetweenmeandyourgrandfatheroccurred…”

Asitturnedout,DarylandthisoldmanwereoncedisciplesofBreckenLongman,afamouscultivatorin

Weston,atleastatthetime.LearningunderBreckenatopahill,thetwowereseniorandjuniorforat

leastadecadebeforetheybothgraduated.Aftergraduation,Darylreturnedtohisfamily,determinedto

makeitprosper.Asfortheoldman,hechosetofollowDaryl,wantingtohelphissenior.

ItwaswhentheCrawfordfamilystartedrisingtheranksinthecultivationworldwhenDarylandtheold

manstartedhavingdifferingviews.Forone,DarylwantedtobringtheCrawfordsintothesecularworld.

Hisplanwastousethefamily’spowerinexchangeforriches.However,theoldmanwasagainstthis.

Afterall,Westoncultivatorshardlyevergotinvolvedwiththesecularworld,yetDarylwasproposingto

startabusiness!

Duetotheirdifferingviews,intheend,thetwoendeduppartingways.AfterleavingtheCrawford

family,theoldmantraveledtheworlduntileventually,heendedupgettingchosentobecometheelder

oftheYamashitafamilyafterhelpingthefamilyoutwhentheyneededitmost.

Afterhearingtheoldman’ssideofthestory,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeelslightlyemotional.

Asfortheoldman,hethensighedbeforeadding,“So…Yes,that’sprettymuchthesummarizedversion

ofwhathappened…Thinkingback,yourgrandfather’sdecisionwashonestlytherightone.Afterall,he

genuinelywasconsideringthefutureofthefamily…”



WhileitwastruethattheoldmanhadconsideredmovingbacktoWestonbeforethis,hehadsimply

growntoousedtostayingherebythatpoint.

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldwhohadn’theardaboutallthisfromhisfatherbeforesimplynoddedin

response…

Nowthathewasdonesharinghispartofthestory,theoldmanlookedexpectantlyatGeraldbefore

asking,“So…NowthatI’mdone,howarethingswithyourgrandfather?Ishestilllivingwithyou?”

“Notreally,”repliedGeraldasheshookhishead.

Momentarilystunnedtohearthat,theoldman’shandsstartedshakingtothepointwhereteawas

startingtospillbeforeheeventuallyasked,“Has…hepassedaway…?”

“He’saliveandwell,thoughhe’snolongerintheCrawfordfamily…OrshouldIsay,he’snolongerinthe

oldCrawfordfamily,”repliedGeraldwithabittersmile.Tobecompletelyhonest,hesecretlystillhoped

thatDarylwasthesamegrandfatherheusedtoknowasachild…
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“…Hmm?Whatdoyoumeanbythat…?”askedtheoldman,clearlyfeelingconfused.

“Well,he’sleftmyfamilytoestablishanewcultivatingCrawfordfamilyatopanislandbeyondthe

YanamseathatI’veunfortunatelyyettolocate…”repliedGeraldwithasigh.

“He’s…establishedanotherCrawfordfamily…?Butthatcan’tbe!TheoldDarylvaluedhisfamilymore

thanhisoldlife!Withthatsaid,whywouldhejustabandonyouandestablishanewfamily?”exclaimed

theoldmanashiseyeswidenedindisbelief.

Shrugging,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Beatsme…”



Nowfeelingthathewashearingsomethingmoreakintoafairytale,theoldmanasked,“…Alright,so…

How’stherelationshipbetweenthetwofamilies…?”

“Well,myCrawfordfamilyisn’tconnectedwiththeotherone.IshouldalsonotethatI’mtheonlyone

leftinmyfamily,”explainedGerald.

“…What?Whataboutyourparents?WhileIdon’tknowmuchaboutyou,Iclearlyremembermysister-

in-lawgivingbirthtoagirlbeforeIleft.Thatshouldbeyoursister,right?Whathappenedtoherand

yourparents?Don’ttellmeallthreeofthemmetwithmisfortune…?”repliedtheoldmanwithafrown.

“Negative.Currently,they’vebeenabductedbyDaryl…”mutteredGeraldasheshookhishead.

“…Theywere…what?You…you’rejustmakingallthisup,right…?”askedtheoldmaninhisuttershock.

Afterall,allthiswassimplytoobizarre!Hisoldfriendcouldn’tjuststartanewfamilyofhisownbefore

abductinghissonanddaughter-in-law’sfamily,right…?

“Unfortunately,it’sthetruth.Myparentsandsisterarecurrentlybeinglockedupsomewhereontheir

island.Ishouldalsonotethatthoughmygirlfriend’sbeenabductedbytheSunLeague,Ihaveafeeling

thatmygrandfather’sinvolved…”repliedGeraldwithasigh.

Unabletohandleallthisinformation,theoldmanleapedtohisfeet,hisfacecontortedindisbeliefashe

yelled,“What?!”

“Ionlyspeakthetruth…”mutteredGeraldwhohonestlywantedallthistojustbefake.

“…Unbelievable…IclearlyrememberhowcordiallyDaryltreatedyourparentsandtherestofyour

familybackthen…Howdidallthiscometobe…?”saidtheoldmanasheslowlysatdownagain.



Geraldhimselfremainedsilent,notknowingwhatelsetosayaboutDaryl…

Backwhenhewassix,hehadthoughtthathisgrandfatherwasthekindestmanalive…However,one

day,hesimplyleft…TothinkthatwhenDarylfinallyreturnedonceGeraldwasanadult,hisfirstmove

wastoabducthisparentsandsister!ThisDarylwasnothinglikethegrandfatherGeraldusedtolove!

Regardless,afterponderingforawhile,theoldmaneventuallyasked,“…Youmentionedanisland,right?

What’stheislandcalled?”

“YearningIsland!”repliedGeraldwithouttheslightesthesitation.Sincetheoldmanwasextremely

capableandwasalsotheelderoftheYamashitas,Geraldsecretlyhopedthattheoldmanwouldknow

somethingaboutthatisland.

Unfortunately,Geraldwasquicklydisappointedwhentheoldmanstrokedhisbeardforawhilebefore

shakinghisheadandsaying,“…I’mafraidI’veneverheardofthatislandbefore…”

“…Don’tworry,Ijustfoundoutaboutitquiterecentlyaswell,”repliedGeraldashesighed.Still,he

wasn’toverlydisappointedsincehekindofexpectedthisansweraswell.

“Isee…Don’tworry,I’lltrymybesttolocateitforyou.IshouldspecifythatIstillbelievethatDarylisn’t

thekindofpersontodoallthiswithoutagoodreason,”mutteredtheoldmanasheshookhishead.
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Followingthat,thethreeavoidedtalkingaboutDarylforawhile,choosingtodrinktheirteainstead…

Sometimelater,theoldmanturnedtolookatFujikobeforeasking,“…TheFutabashavehadalong

standingfeudwiththeHanyus,correct?”

Momentarilycaughtoffguard,Fujikoquicklysnappedoutofitbeforereplying,“…Indeed…Though,I



didn’texpectyoutoknowaboutthis…”

“I’llhaveyouknowthatweYamashitasarequiteknowledgeableaboutwhathappensbeyondour

territory…Regardless,whilewedidknowaboutyourfeud,weneverexpectedyourfamiliestoactually

startattackingeachother,”explainedtheoldmanwhowasnowfeelingmuchbetterafternottalking

aboutDarylforawhile.

“Tobehonest,thefeudonlybeganagainquiterecently.WhileIstilldon’tknowwhattheHanyufamily’s

motiveis,theysuddenlysentassassinsaftermyheadsometimeago…HadGeraldnotsteppedinto

helpmebackthen,Icould’vediedbackthere…”mutteredFujikoasshewonderedwhatwasgoingonin

theHanyufamilymembers’minds.

Afterall,inthepast,themosttheydidwasignoreeachother’spresencewhentheirfamiliescrossed

paths.

“Isee…Furtherinvestigationisdefinitelyneeded…Puttingthatasidefornow,sinceyourfamily’s

currentlyintrouble,I’mWillingtolendahand,”repliedtheoldman.

“You…wishtohelptheFutabas?”askedFujikoassheturnedtolookatGerald.

“Morespecifically,I’mdoingthisforGerald’ssake.Sincehe’scurrentlylivingwithyourfamily,it’sonly

naturalthatImakesurehestayssafe.WhileI’matit,ImayaswellprotecttheFutabas,”explainedthe

oldman.

“Evenso,Ithankyoufromthebottomofmyheart!”repliedFujikowhowasn’tabouttosaynotothis

sinceherfamilywasstillindanger.WiththeYamashitafamily’shelp,theynowhadachancetostand

againsttheKanagawasandtheHanyus…!

Noddinginresponse,theoldmanthenfacedhiswindowbeforeshouting,“Alright,gathersomeofour

menandtellthemtoheadtotheFutabamanor!Onceyou’rethere,tellTakuyathatyou’refriendsof

Gerald’sandhavehimarrangesomeroomsforyoutostayin!Afterallthat,makesuretokeepyour



eyespeeledatalltimes!IfanyonetriestolookfortroublewiththeFutabas,getridofthem

immediately!”

Almostimmediatelyafter,dozensoffootstepscouldsuddenlybeheardrunningoffintothedistance.

Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldcuriouslyasked,“Say…Aretherereallyninjasinthisfamily…?”

“Indeed.”

“Couldyoushowonetome…?”askedGerald,whohadalwayswantedtoseearealninja.

Uponhearingthat,theoldmanexposedhispalmandallofasudden,aflameappearedoutofthinair!

FromwhatGeraldcouldtell,theoldmanwasn’thidinganythingthatcould’veproducedtheflame.It

wasalmostmagical…

AsforFujiko,shewassoshockedthathermouthwasalreadygapingbythispoint.Scenesliketheseonly

happenedinmovies…Howwasanyofthisreal…?

“Thepowertocontrolelementsisaninja’struepower,”explainedtheoldmanastheflameslowlydied

out.Evenso,thewarmthofthefireremained.

“Ninjasreallydoexist…!”mutteredGerald,feelingslightlyexcitednow.
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“Doyouwanttolearnthis?”SeeingGerald’sexpression,theoldmanaskedwithasmile.

“I’macultivator.HowamIsupposedtolearnninjutsu?”Gerald’ssmilefaded,andheaskedinconfusion.



“Ofcourseyoucan.Cultivationandninjutsuareofthesameorigin.Theybothdrawonthenatural

powerbetweenheavenandearth.Therearejustsomeslightdifferences.Youareacultivatoryourself,

andyouhavethepoweroftheHerculeanPrimordialSpirit.Learningninjutsuonsuchabasisisveryeasy,

soIguessyoucangetstartedinafewdays,”saidtheoldmanashelookedatGerald.

“That’sgoodnews.”Geralddidn’trefuse.Ifhecouldlearnthisabilityandenhancehispower,his

chancesofsavinghisparentsandthenhissister,whowasintheSunLeague,wouldincreasegreatly.

“Doyouwanttolearnnow?”Theoldmancouldn’twaittostart.

“It’sbettertosettlethematterathandfirst.I’malittleuneasyastheKanagawafamilyandtheHanyu

familyissuesarenotsettledyet.”Geraldshookhishead.Hewantedtolearn,butitwasnotthetimeyet.

Orrather,heshouldsaythathehadnotimetolearnatall.

Hecouldn’tjustletgooftheFutabafamily’saffairsandfocusonstudyinghere.Thatwouldgoagainst

hisoriginalintentionofcomingtoJapan.

“Okay,then.Ishallwaituntilyouhavesettledthismess.”TheoldmandidnotinsistandaskedFujiko,

“Doyouwanttostayhereforthenightorgobackhome?”

“Ithinkwe’dbettergoback.TheKanagawafamilyhiredanassassinintheinternationalassassinlistto

killmelastnight.Judgingfromhisskills,heshouldbeinthetoptwenty.Ineedtosettlethismatter.

Besides,theKanagawafamilycannotcontinuetoexist.”

Geraldtookadeepbreath.Thinkingofwhathadhappenedyesterday,hisfaceturneddarkallofa

sudden.



“Goahead,then.Ifit’slikewhatyou’vesaid,theyshouldberemoved.”Theoldmannodded.

“Wellthen,weshallgobackfirst.Wewillcometovisitagainwhenwehavethetime.”Geraldstoodup

andgavehimafistandpalmsalute.

“That’snotnecessary.Youcanleaveyourphonenumberandjustcallmedirectlyifthereisanything.”

Theoldmanfishedoutapenandpaperfromunderthetable,wroteaphonenumberonit,andhanded

ittoGerald.

“Ihadforgottenaboutthis.”Geraldsmiledinembarrassmentashetookthepaper.

Fromthetimehehadarrivedatthefootofthebarrenmountain,hehadfeltthatthiswasavery

traditionalfamily.Theyseemedtodothingslikehowtheyweredoneahundredyearsago.Afterbeing

hereforalongtime,hehadforgottenallaboutthesemoderntools.Iftheoldmanhadn’tmentionedit,

Geraldwouldn’thaverememberedthattherewassuchathingasatelephone.

Afterexchangingphonenumbers,GeraldleftwithFujiko.

Onthewayback,Geraldkeptthinkingaboutwhattheoldmanhadsaid.Indeed,Whatwassaidtoday

wastoomuchforGeraldtodigestforthetimebeing.Hedidn’texpectthisoldmanfromtheYamashita

familytohavesucharelationshipwithDaryl.

Ofcourse,Geraldfeltabitrelaxednow.NomatterifitwasthematterofYearningIslandorthe

KanagawaandHanyufamilies,withhelpfromtheYamashitafamilyintheinvestigation,itwasclearly

betterthanfightingalone.

However,Geralddidn’thavehighhopesforthemtofindoutthelocationofYearningIsland.



“Areyouacultivator?”Fujikoturnedherhead.

“Yes.”Geralddidnothideitandansweredinalowvoice.“Aboutmyidentity,youmustnottellanyone

aboutit,includingthepoweroftheHerculeanPrimordialSpiritinme.Ifoutsidersknowaboutit,Iwill

getintoendlesstrouble.”

“Iunderstand.Iwillnottellanyoneaboutit.”Fujikonoddedandrepliedveryseriously.

“Hmm…”GeraldknewwhatFujikohadinmind.“WiththeYamashitafamily’shelpthistime,Ithinkthe

mattersofyourfamilyshouldberesolvedsoon.”
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Soon,thetwoarrivedattheFutabaMansion.

Beforetheyarrived,theexpertsarrangedbytheoldmanhadalreadyarrived.

“Gerald,whoarethesepeople?Iaskedthemjustnow,buttheywouldn’ttellme.Theysimplytoldme

thattheycamehereonorders.Aretheythehelpersyoufound?”Atthatmoment,Takuyawasstanding

attheentranceofthemanor.WhenhesawGerald,hequicklywalkedtohimandasked,pointingtothe

peopleonbothsidesofthemanor.

“Ithinkit’sbettertogoinsidebeforewetalkaboutthis.”

“Thankyouforyourhelp.Pleasetellmeifyouneedanything!”

Geraldwasn’tpreparedtoexplainthisinfrontofthesepeople.Instead,hewavedatthemandbrought

TakuyaandFujikointothehouse.



Intheparlor,oncetheygotinside,Takuyarepeatedhisquestion.

Now,thesituationofthisfamilywasverycomplicated.TheydidnotjusthavetofacetheKanagawaand

Hanyufamilies,buteventhepeopleinsidethefamilywerecovetinghisposition.Onemistakecould

pushhimtotheendoftheworld.

“Don’tworry,PatriarchTakuya.ThepeopleoutsidearemembersoftheYamashitafamily.Theywere

orderedbytheoldmantocomeandprotectus.”GeraldsensedTakuya’sanxiety,soheexplained

quicklyassoonastheywereseated.

“WhywouldtheYamashitafamilyhelpus?”Takuyaopenedhiseyeswide,hisfacefullofdisbelief.

“Aboutthis,youshouldjustrestassured.Thatoldmanwasanoldfriendofmygrandfather,so,hewas

willingtohelpus,”saidGeraldwithasmile.

“Isee…”HearingGerald’swords,Takuyafeltrelieved.

“Bytheway,Gerald,wewillhaveanotherfamilymeetingthedayaftertomorrow.Theyinsistthatyou

mustbepresent.”Takuyawasrelieved,butthen,heturnedtoGeraldandcontinued.

“Wasitthewhitehairedoldman’sidea?”Geraldnarrowedhiseyesandsaidwithasmile.

ThelasttimewhenhehadfirstcometotheFutabafamily,Geraldhadattendedthesocalledfamily

meetingonce.Duringthemeeting,thepeoplewhorarelycamehadactuallywantedtoforceTakuyato

abdicatehisposition.Geraldrememberedthisveryclearly.

“Ican’tsaythatit’shim.Nowthatourfamilyisnolongerasprosperousasbefore,it’slogicalthatthey

wouldwanttoappointanewpatriarch.However,Ican’tletthemdrainthefamilyofitslastsustenance.



YouareourhonoredguestandnowFujiko’sboyfriend,thoughsuperficially,sonomatterwhat,you

havetoattendthemeeting.”

Takuyacouldn’thelpbutsighwhenitcametohisfamilymatter.

“Noproblem,Icanattend.”GeraldnoddedinagreementHewouldnevermakeitdifficultforTakuya.

“Then,Iamverygratefulforthis.Forwhathashappenedtothefamilyrecently,ifitwasnotforyour

help,I’mafraidwewouldn’tbesittingheresafelyatall.”SeeingGeraldagreetoit,Takuyaimmediately

showedarelaxedsmile,andthelookhegaveGeraldbecamemoreandmorebenevolent.

“ThisiswhatIshoulddo.”Geraldwavedhishand.Hehadnevergottenusedtoacceptingpeople’s

thanks,anditwouldmakehimfeelveryawkward.

“Still,there’sonethingIcannotunderstand.”Afterlaughing,Takuyawasclearlyrelaxed.

“Whatisit?”askedGerald,“IfIknowaboutit,Iwillsurelytellyou.”
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“It’sstillthesamequestion.You’vehelpedussomuchandevenputyourselfindanger.Besides,you

evenoffendedtheKanagawaandHanyufamilies.Althoughyouareverystrong,youdon’thavetoget

yourselfintosomuchtroubleatall.Ijustwanttoknowwhyyou’redoingthis.Whatisyourpurpose?Or

isitforFujiko’ssake?”

Takuyarubbedhishandsandaskedinembarrassment.

Thisquestionhadbeenlingeringinhismind.Hehadthoughtaboutitcountlesstimes,butstill,hecould

notfindananswer.So,hecouldnolongerholditinandaskedoutright.



FujikolookedatGerald.

“Thereisindeedapurpose.”Geraldlookedatthemandhesitatedforawhile,butthen,hestilltold

themthetruth.

“That’snotaproblem.Aslongasyousayit,wewilldefinitelymeetyourrequest.”HearingwhatGerald

hadsaid,onlythendidTakuyafeelthatthiswasabitmorenormal.Forsomeonesostrong,hedidn’t

havetooffendotherpeopleforthesakeofasmallfamilylikehisatall.

“Wewilltalkaboutthisaftersettlingthematterathand.”Aftercontemplating,Geralddidnotsay

anythingelseaboutYearningIsland.

“Okay.Sinceyoudon’twanttotalkaboutitnow,Iwon’taskyouanymore.Butagain,forthereason

thatyou’vehelpedussomuchduringthistime,Iwilltrymybesttofulfillyourwish.Evenifyouwant

thepositionofthepatriarchofthisfamily,Iwillgiveittoyou.”Takuyabangedonthetableandsaidina

deepvoice.

“Thisisreallynotnecessary.”Geraldwavedhishandandlaughed.Hehadneverwantedtobecomea

patriarchoranything.Notonlywouldhenotgetanybenefits,buthewouldalsobringhimselfalotof

trouble.

“YouhavejustcomebackfromtheYamashitafamily,itisbettertogoandrestfirst.Iwilltellthe

membersofthefamilytocomeheretonight,andwewilldiscusseverythingclearly.Iftheywanttotake

advantageofthefallofthefamilytogetsomething,Iwillputthemofftheidea!”WithGeraldhere,

Takuyaspokewithgreatconfidence.

“Yes.”Geraldnodded.

GeraldpartedwithFujikoatthedooroftheparlorandreturnedtohisroom.



Theafternoonpassedquietly.Whentheskywasturningdark,onlythendidGeraldwakeup.

Hereallyhadtosaythatalthoughhewasfacingalotoftroubleatthemoment,hecouldalwayssleep

wellintheFutabaMansion.Hecouldsleeppeacefullyalmost

Hereallyhadtosaythatalthoughhewasfacingalotoftroubleatthemoment,hecouldalwayssleep

wellintheFutabaMansion.Hecouldsleeppeacefullyalmosteverynight.

Afterlyingonthebedforawhile,Geraldrolledoutofthebedandpushedthedooropen.

“BrotherGerald,you’reawake.”Assoonasheopenedthedoor,Aidenimmediatelyranintotheroom.

“Whyareyouhere?”Geraldwasshockedandtooktwostepsbackward.WhenhesawAiden,whowas

standinginfrontofhim,heasked.

“Hehe,I’mstillnotusedtothisplace.Besides,Ihaverestedforawholeday,andIdon’tfeeltired

anymore.Idon’tknowwheretogo,soIjustwaitedforyouhere.SomeonetoldmethatIhavetoattend

adinnerorsomethingtonight.”Aidenscratchedhishead.

“Where’sMasterGhost?”Geraldglancedatthedoortwice.

“HehasbeencalledforbyPatriarchTakuya,”repliedAidenquickly.

“It’sgettinglate,let’sgo.”Geraldlookedatthetimeandsaid,“PerhapseveryoneintheFutabaMansion

willnothaveapeacefultimetoday.”



Thinkingaboutthesituationlasttime,Geraldknewwhathewouldencounterthisevening.

“There’saconflictinthisfamily?”Aidenwasnotafool.HeknewwhatGeraldmeantwhenhesaidthat.

“Iftherewasnoconflict,maybetheFutabafamilywouldnothavefallentotheircurrentstate.”Gerald

shookhisheadwithasmile.Hewouldnotbotherwiththemattersofthefamily.Aslongashekept

TakuyaandFujikosafe,hewouldbeabletolearnthesecretsofYearningIsland.
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AsGeraldandAidenweretalking,theywalkedtotheparlor.

Itcouldbeseenthatafterallthesepeoplehadcome,thesecurityofthemanorhadobviouslybeen

enhanced.Hecouldevenseesecurityguardsinotheruniforms.ThisshouldbebecauseTakuyawas

worriedthatthesepeoplemightencounteranaccidentinthemanor,sohehadhiredthesecurity

guardsfromasecuritycompanyoutside.

Afterall,theywerestillmembersoftheFutabafamilyeventhoughtheyhadleftthefamilyalongtime

ago.Iftheyencounteredanydangerhere,hewouldbeintrouble.

“Aren’tyouFutabaSuke?”ThemomentGeraldenteredthroughthedoor,hesawayoungmanstanding

inside.

Hewastheyoungmanwhohadthreatenedhiminthegardenafterthemeetinglasttime.Nowthat

Geraldhadseenhim,hewouldnotpretendthathedidn’tseehim,butwasreadytotalktohiminstead.

“Youareindeedaluckyone!”SukeknewwhathadhappenedtoGeraldrecently,andhemurmured

underhisbreathwithgloomyeyes.

IfitwasnotforGeraldblockingtheway,hewouldhaveachievedhisgoalalongtimeago.



Now,becauseofGerald,theirchanceshadbeendestroyedagainandagain.Hewasevenconsideredan

untrustworthyvillainintheeyesoftheotherpartyashehadalwaysgiventheminaccurateinformation.

Notonlydidtheotherpartynotgetanybenefits,buttheyhadevenlostmanypeoplebecauseofthis.

“HowdidyouknowthatI’vebeenindangerrecently?”

OtherpeoplemightnothaveheardSuke,butGerald’shearingwasmuchstrongerthananordinary

person’s.HewalkedstraighttoSukeandaskedashetookoutacigaretteandlitit.

“Whatajoke!HowwouldIknow?!”Sukewassoshockedthathebrokeoutinacoldsweat.

Heloweredhisheadandkeptavoidingeyecontact.Ifhewascaughtred-handed,hewouldhaveto

spendtherestofhislifeinjail.

“It’sbestthatyoudon’tknow.Sometimes,inthisworld,themoreyouknow,themoredangerousitis

foryou.Maybe,atonepoint,youmightevenloseyourlife.”Geraldsmokedthecigaretteandstretched

outhishand.Then,hepattedSuke’sshoulderandaskedindifferently,“Youshouldknowthiswell,

right?”

“Iknow,Iknow.”Sukewassoscaredthathedidn’tevendaretobreathe.

HeknewaboutthemysteriousdisappearancesofEndoandIzumi.Insteadofsayingthattheyhad

disappeared,itwouldbemoreaccuratetosaythattheyhadobviouslybeendefeatedbyGerald.

Moreover,theydidn’tevenhavethechancetosendoutamessage.Forsomeonetohavetheabilityto

dothat,killinghimwouldbeassimpleasflickinghishand.

“PatriarchTakuya!”AfterpressuringSuke,GeraldwalkedtwostepsforwardandsalutedtoTakuya.



“Well,itseemsthatIdidn’tintroduceyouclearlytoeveryonelasttime.Let’sreintroduceyouthistime.”

TakuyanoddedandpointedatGerald.Hesaidloudly,“ThisisMr.GeraldCrawfordfromWeston.Heis

thehonoredguestoftheFutabafamily.He’salsoFujiko’scurrentboyfriend.”

“Patriarch,youcannotsaythat.FujikohasamarriagecontractwithKanagawaKaioftheKanagawa

family.Ourfamilyisalreadyinadifficultsituation.Ifwebreakthecontractatthistime,I’mafraidwe

can’taffordtheconsequences!”

“Yes,Patriarch.Wecanaccepthimasourguest.AsforthematterbetweenhimandFujiko,please

reconsiderit!”

Sureenough,onceTakuyahadsaidthat,manyvoicesrangout.Thesepeopledidnotrespecthimasthe

patriarchatall,andamongthem,somewerealreadydoinggreatintheirbusinessesbytakingadvantage

oftheinfluenceandprivilegesofthefamily.

“Thereisnoneedtodiscussthismatteranymore.IamthepatriarchoftheFutabafamily,andIamalso

Fujiko’sfather.Ihavetheabsolutesayinthis.Enough.Ifanyonementionsthisagain,don’tblameme

fornotshowingmercy!”Takuyafrownedandsaidinalowvoice.
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Hewasexpectingtheopposingvoicesandhadpreparedforit,butwhentheybeganarguing,hefeltvery

uneasy.Afterall,hewasthepatriarch,butevenhiswordswerequestionedandrejectedbyhis

clansmen.Therewasnodifferenceatallforhimtoholdthepositionasthepatriarchornot.

“Then,whatisitthatyouwanttotellusthatyou’vesummonedustoday?”



“Ifit’sjustaboutthis,wedidn’thavetogothroughallthistroubleatall.Youcouldhavejustcalledand

informedus.Youwon’tlistentoouropinionsanyway!”

SeeingTakuyagetangry,theotherpeopledidnotdaretosayanything.Butwhentheparlorwassilent,

Masarusaidthesewordsinahoarsevoice.Afterall,hewasTakuya’suncle,andhecouldstillaffordto

completelyignoreTakuya’swords.

OnceMasaruhadsaidthat,everyonenoddedinagreement.

“Itisindeedaboutthismatter.However,Ithoughtthatwehadnotmeteachotherforalongtime,soI

tookthisopportunitytogatheryouheretodiscussthefutureofthefamily.”AlthoughTakuyahatedthis,

Masaruwasstillhisuncle.Withalltheclansmenhere,hestillhadtoshowMasarusomerespect.

“YouareGeraldCrawford?”Masarudidn’treplytoTakuyaandlookedatGeraldinstead.

“That’sright.”Geraldputhishandsbehindhisback,standingtallandstraightmodestly.

“Yourtemperamentisnotbad.TakuyasaidthatyouareaWestoner.Iwonderwhichfamilyyoubelong

toandwhatkindofstatusyouhaveinWeston.TheFutabafamilyisafamousfamilyinJapananyhow.

Althoughitisgraduallydecliningnow,notjustanyonecancomeandmarryFujiko!”

MasarusizedGeraldup.

Rightafterpraisinghim,histonebecamesharp.EveryonelookedatGeraldimmediately.Theyhadbeen

hopingforFujikotomarryKaibecauseofthestatusoftheKanagawafamily.

Butnow,ifGeraldhadahighstatusinWeston,theywouldn’tneedtoconsidertheKanagawafamily

anymoreastheycouldgetmorebenefitsfromWeston.



“I’msorrytoletyoudown.Idon’thaveaglamorousfamilybackgroundnordoIhaveanypower,”

repliedGeraldwithasmile.

“Youhavenopowerandnoinfluence,yetyouaredreamingofmarryingFujiko.Thisissimplynotgoing

tohappen.Itwouldhavebeennothingwhenthefamilywasstillstrong,butnow,theFutabafamilyison

thevergeoffalling.WemustletFujikomarryKanagawaKaiandgetassistancefromtheKanagawa

family.Onlythenwillourfamilybeabletogetoutofthiscrisis!”

HearingwhatGeraldhadsaid,Masarurejectedhimatonce.

“Uncle,Fujikoismydaughterandyourgrandniece.Wemustthinkaboutherhappinessandnotsimply

treatherasasacrificeforthesakeofthedevelopmentofthefamily.Haven’tyouheardthosethings

aboutKanagawaKai?”Takuyatookadeepbreathandtriedhisbesttoreigninhisanger.

“OfcourseIknowthat.Still,thiscan’tbehelped.IfGeraldCrawfordhadahighstatusinWeston,I

wouldhavecertainlyagreed.”Masaru’sfaceshowedthathedidnotallowanyrefusal.Heobviouslydid

notseeTakuyaasthepatriarch.

Bang!

“’WhenIsayno,Imeanno!”

Finally,Takuyacouldn’tholditinanymoreandbangedhisfistonthetable.
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Takuya’ssuddenangermadeeveryonestunned,andtheydidnotdaretospeak.Eventhoughtheydidn’t

haveanyrespectforthispatriarchatall,thisdidn’tmeanthathispowerwasn’tstillthere.



BasedonJapaneselaws,ifsomeoneinafamilywentagainstthepatriarch’sorder,notonlydidthey

needtobeartheconsequencesofbothfamilylawandlegalaspects.

Thefactthattheydaredtoleavethefamilyandevenusethefamily’snametogaincertainbenefitswas

allbecausetheysawTakuyaasadowntoearthman,andthathewouldn’tdoanythingtothemseeing

ashowtheywereallpartoftheFutabafamily.

“Takuya,IknowthatFujikoisyourdaughter,andthatiswhyyouwantthebestforher,butasa

patriarch,youhavetoputthewholefamilyfirst!WeneedtheKanagawafamily’shelpanyway.Ifwe

breakthemarriagepromise,notonlywilltheKanagawafamilynothelpus,buttheymighteventurn

aroundandattackus.Wereallycan’tbeartheconsequencesanymore!”

SeeingTakuyabecomeenraged,MasarutriedtopersuadeTakuya,tryingtomakeitseemasthoughhe

hadalwayswantedthebestforthewholefamily,whichwaswhyhehadaskedwhetherGeraldhadany

powerorstatusthatcouldpossiblyhelpthefamily.

“IfGeraldcouldgetsomehelpfromhisfamily,maybewewon’tbeindangeranymore.However,with

thefeudfromtheHanyuandKanagawafamilieswhomheoffended,regularfamiliesmightnotbeable

tohelpusout.”

“IfyoucangethelpfromtheYamashitafamily,wewouldn’tcareaboutthematterbetweenyouand

Fujikoanymore!”

Rightthen,FutabaSuke,whohadbeenquietthewholetime,spokeupsuddenly,fixinghiseyesupon

Geraldashesnickered.

“Whatareyoujokingabout?TheYamashitashaveneverhadanyconnectionswithanyofthefamiliesin

Japan.ItwouldpracticallybeimpossibleforGerald,someonefromWeston,toeventalkwiththe

Yamashitafamilyletaloneaskthemforhelp.”

“That’sright,Ithinkit’sbetternottowasteanytimeanymore!”



Theothersallagreed.PuttingGeraldaside,noneofthemwouldbeabletotalkwithanyonefromthe

Yamashitafamilyeither.

“Hahaha!”

Outoftheblue,Takuyaburstoutlaughing.

“Didyouallseethepeoplestandingatthemanor’sgateuponentering?”Geraldheldhishandsbehind

himashesmiledlightly.

“Whatdoesitmatterwhetherwesawthemornot?Don’ttellmethosepeoplearefromtheYamashita

familywhoareheretoprotectyou?”Sukesneered.HewasconfidentthatGeraldwouldn’tbeableto

formaconnectionwiththeYamashitafamily,whichwaswhyhehadsaidallofthistomakeafooloutof

Geraldinfrontoftheotherfamilymembers.

“You’requitesmartaren’tyou.”Geraldraisedhiseyebrow.

“Howshamelesscanyoube,Gerald?!TheYamashitafamilyhasnevermadeanyconnectionswithany

otherfamiliesatall,andthisisn’tasecretinJapan.You’reactuallytellingusthatthetensofmen

standingatthegatearefromtheYamashitafamily.ThisisthebestjokeI’veeverheardinyears.”

SukeglaredatGeraldashetappedhisfeetagainstthefloorcontinuously.

“Letthemin,Aiden,”GeraldturnedaroundandspoketoAiden,whowasstandingbehindhim.He

couldn’tbebotheredtoexplainitanyfurthertoSuke.

“Alright.”AlthoughAidendidn’tunderstandwhatwashappening,helistenedtoGerald’swordsand



walkedoutside.

“Whatajoke!You’reactuallysayingthatthey’retheYamashitafamily’smen.I’llseewhotheytrulyare

now.”Sukewasstillsneering.“However,ifthey’renottheYamashitafamily’smen,youhavetocrawl

beneathmycrotchandscramoutofhere,Gerald.”

“Ofcourse.”
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Geraldshruggedandagreedeasily.“However,iftheyareindeedtheYamashitafamily’smen…”

“ThenI’llcrawlunderyourcrotchandscrammywayoutofhere!”WithoutwaitingforGeraldtofinish

hiswords,Sukehadalreadyspokenup.HebelievedthatGeraldwasjustboasting.Afterall,evenhe

himselfhadneverseenanymembersoftheYamashitafamilyinhisentirelife,nottomentionhaving

anysortofconnectionswiththem.

“Noproblem!”Geraldinstantlyreplied.

Notlongafter,afewmenfollowedAidenintotheroomwitheveryone’seyesonthem.

“BrotherGerald.”AidennoddedtowardGeraldandstoodattheback.

“Mybrothers,thesemenarehighlydoubtfulaboutthefactthatyouarefromtheYamashitafamily.Do

youhaveanythingtoproveyouridentities?”Geraldaskedwithhiseyessetonthem.

“Ofcoursewedo.”Themanstandingatthemostupfrontrowtookhisidentificationcardoutfromhis

pocket.



Japaneseidentificationcardsweredifferentfromothercountries.Duetoprioritizationonone’sfamily

statusorfinancialgroup,everyone’sidentificationcardcontainedtheinformationastowhichfamilyor

financialgrouptheybelongedto.

“Doyouseethis?”Geraldtookthecardfromhimandwaveditbeforeeveryone.

TheymovedtheireyesontoGerald’shand,andasexpected,theysawthetinylinebelowthecard

statingthatthismanbelongedtotheYamashitafamily.

“Thisisimpossible!Youmusthavemadeafakeidentificationcard!”Sukesawitclearlyaswell,buthis

facedarkened,ashehadneverexpectedGeraldtotrulybeabletofindtheYamashitafamily.Itsimply

seemedlikesomethingimpossibletohim.

“So,coulditbepossiblethatIhavetheabilitytopredicttheunknowntoknowthatyouwouldaskme

abouthavingconnectionswiththeYamashitafamilyandtohavethemmakefakeidentificationcardsto

bringalonghere?”Hearingthis,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsnickerashereturnedthecardtoitsowner.

“I…”Sukebecamespeechlessforamoment.

ItwasindeedtruethathehadcomeupwiththeideaofmakingafooloutofGeraldinfrontofeveryone

onawhim.GeraldwouldobviouslynotknowaboutthisbeforehandtoaskthemtopreparethefakeIDs,

butevenso,hestillcouldn’tbringhimselftobelievethatGeraldcouldactuallycalltheYamashita

family’smenoverheretotakecareoftheFutabafamily’ssafety.

Itwasn’tjusthim,buteveryoneelsecouldn’tbelievewhat’shappeningeither.

TheYamashitafamily,whonevercameintocontactwithanyotherfamiliesnorfinancialgroupsatall,

wasactuallystandingguardinfrontoftheFutabafamily’smanor.



“Nowdoyoubelieveit?”GeraldsquintedhiseyesatSukeashelookedaroundandasked.

“Yes,wedo,”everyonerepliedinunison.Theyhadimmediatelydonethecalculationssilently.The

YamashitafamilywasmuchstrongerthantheKanagawafamily,so,theywoulddefinitelygainmore

benefitsiftheYamashitafamilyhelpedthemout.“Now,it’stimeforyoutofulfillyourpromise.Doyou

stillrememberwhatyousaid?”GeraldaskedwithhiseyesonSuke.

“Don’teventhinkofdoingthis,Gerald!”Suke’sfaceturnedpink.Hewouldlosehisdignityandrespect

entirelyforsureifhereallyweretocrawlunderneathGerald’scrotchandscramoutofthere.

“Suke,asaman,youshoulddowhatyou’vepromised.Ifyoudon’tevendaretodowhatyousaid

yourself,youshouldn’tevenbeapartofourFutabafamily!”FutabaMasaru’sfaceturnedseriousashe

reprimandedSukeinadeepvoice.

SeeinghowGeraldhadsuchagoodrelationshipwiththeYamashitafamily,Masarucouldahnostseethe

Futabafamilyovercomingthegreatobstaclebeforethemandreachevengreaterheightswiththehelp

fromtheYamashitafamily.HewasonGerald’ssideevenashespoke.
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“Exactly.Ifanyoneknowshowyoucan’tevendowhatyouyourselfpromised,itwouldbeatotalshame

onourfamily!”

“Justgetitoverwithquickly!Don’thaveusallwaitingforyou.You’renotevenamanifyou’reallbark

andnobite!”

TheotherswerenowonGerald’ssideaswell.Ithadnotevenbeentwominutes’worthofeffort,yet

theyhadallforgottenhowtheyhadbeenjustaWhileago.

Still,facingthesepeople,Geralddidnotexpressanycomments.AslongashecouldhelpTakuyaand

Fujiko,thesemenhadnobusinesswithhim.



“Alright!”

Undersomanypeople’spressure,Sukeknewthatanythinghesaidwouldn’tbeofhelpanymore.

Hegroundhisteethhardwitharedfaceasheslowlycrouchedontothegroundandcrawledtoward

Gerald,hisbodytremblingallover.HeknewthataftercrawlingbeneathGerald,hewouldn’tbeableto

lifthisheadupeveragaininthefamily.

Geraldwasbeingcooperativetoo.Heevenliftedhislegandresteditonthetable.

Undereveryone’sgaze,SukesqueezedhimselfthroughGerald’scrotcharea.Ashecrawledoutofit,he

wastremblingsohardasheglaredatGeraldwithfuryandmonstrousness.Hehadentirelylostevery

lastshredofrespecteveryoneelsehadforhimatthisverymoment.

“Satisfied?”SukeaskedthroughclenchedteethashestaredhardatGerald.

“Whatdoesthatmean?Isn’tthisabetbetweenyouandI?”Geraldarchedhiseyebrow.“Butthere’sstill

onemorethingleft.”

“What’sthat?”Sukeasked.

“Gettingyourassoutofhere,”Geraldcontinued,“You’renotgoingtogoagainstyourownwords,are

you?”

“You’rebrutal!Don’tforgetthis,GeraldCrawford.Iwillmakeyoupayforwhatyou’vedonetodayfor

sure,beware!”SukethrewonelastlookatGeraldandspoutedwarningsathimbeforescrammingout

ofhere.



However,noonewasbotheredbyhimatall.Everyone’sattentionwasonGerald.Allthatwasontheir

mindswashowtomakeuseofGerald’sconnectionwiththeYamashitafamilyandgetthemostbenefits

outofthem.

“Youcangohomenow.Thanksforthehardwork,”Geraldmadeagestureofappreciationtowardthe

Yamashitafamily’smenandspokeinalowvoice.

“Thisisnothing.Pleasetellusanytimeyouneedhelp,Mr.Gerald.We’lldoourbestforyou!”Theman

returnedthesamegestureandspokepolitely.

Seeingthis,everyonestartedtoanalyzethesituationagain.NotonlydidGeraldknowthesepeoplefrom

theYamashitafamily,buthemightevenhavegoodrelationswiththem,whichcouldbetheonly

explanationastowhytheywerebeingsorespectfultowardhim.

Aftertheyhadleft,Takuyastraightenedhisbackandstoodeventaller.

“DoesanyonestilldisagreeinregardstotherelationshipbetweenGeraldandFujiko?”Takuyascanned

hiseyesacrossthecrowdwithhisheadlifteduphigh.Afterallthistime,thiswasthefirsttimeinfive

yearsthathefeltlikeatruepatriarchofthisfamilyeventhoughitwasallbecauseofGerald’spresence.

Noonespokeaword.

However,Masarucoughedandspokeup,“LookslikeGeraldcantrulyhelpourfamilythistime.There’s

noneedforFujikotobemarriedtoKanagawaKaianymore,then.Itwilldothesetwogoodtooseeingas

howtheymakeagoodpairandhavefeelingsforeachother.”
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“You’renottrulymarryingher,areyou?”



AideninchedclosertoGerald’sbackandaskedwithalowvoice.

“No,thisisjustashowforthem.Wewillstillleavehereaftersolvingtheirfamily’sproblem.”Gerald

shookhishead.HisheartonlybelongedtoMilaSmith,andGeraldwasn’tinterestedeventhoughFujiko

wasindeedverybeautifulinadditiontobeingagoodpersoninandout.

“Thisdoesn’treallymatter,though.Iknowalotofcountriesthatsupporthusbandshavingtwowivesat

thesametime.SeeinghowMs.Fujikoisinterestedinyouaswell,whydon’tyoujustacceptit!”Aiden

chuckledashespoke.

“I’llkickyououtofhereifyousayanythingmore.”Geraldfrowned.

Aidenstuckhistongueoutbutkeptquiet.

“Thisistrue.It’snotabadthingforFujikotogetmarriedtoGerald.Still,Gerald,youhavetohelpusout

thistime!Youtooknowourfamily’scurrentsituation,wewillallfacegreattroublesifyoudon’thelp!”

AfterMasaruhadspokenup,theothersgatheredthecouragetospeakaswell.

“Noproblem.”Geraldwavedthemdown.Hehadpromisedtohelpanyway,sohewouldhelpTakuyain

kickingthesepeoplewithulteriormotivesoutofthefamilyandnotallowthemtodragtheFutaba

familydown.

“Wellthen,takeaseateveryone.I’lltellyouaboutthefutureplan,”Takuyawavedthemdownaswell

andsaid.

Seeinghowtheyweregoingtodiscussfamilymatters,Geraldclosedhiseyesashesatonabenchatthe

back,notwantingtolistenatall.



…

Meanwhile,afterleavingthemanor,Sukedidn’tbothertohaveachangeofclothes,andhedrove

straighttotheHanyufamily’splace,specificallyrequestingtoseeHanyuRyugu.

Afterafewminutes,Ryuguappearedatthedoorstepsandpulledhiminsiderightaway.

“Areyoucrazyforcomingherewithouttellingmesooner?!Ifanyoneelseknowsaboutthis,theworst

canhappentoourfamilyafteryou!”Ryugusneakedaglanceoutsidetomakesurenoonewasthere

beforescoldingSukeinalowvoice.

“Idon’tcareanymore.IwanttokillGeraldCrawfordassoonaspossible.Youcanevenreducehalfthe

benefitsyoupromisedifyoureallycandothis!”

Suke’seyeswerebloodshot.Hewasevenconsideringdeathafterrecallinghowhehadcrawledunder

Gerald’scrotchandscrammedoutofthefamilyinfrontofsomanypeople.

“What’sthis?Didn’tyousaytostopthingstemporarilyandactonlyafterItoldyouso?Nowthatyou

suddenlywantmetodothis,Ihavenoideahowtodoitaswell,”

AsRyuguspoke,hedraggedSukealongandwentfurtherinside.

“I’mtellingyou,it’llbetoolateifyoudon’tactnow.Geraldhasstrongabilities.Twoofyourtop

assassinsfailedtheirmissionbecauseofhim,andheevenknowstheYamashitafamily.Itevenseems

thattheyshareacloserelationship!”Sukereleasedaheavysigh.

“What?HehasgoodrelationswiththeYamashitafamily?!”Hearingthis,Ryugustoppedinhistracks

rightaway.



“That’sright.I’veseenitmyself.TheYamashitafamilyarrangedfortensoftheirmentoguardthe

Futabamanor,andthosepeopleseemedtohavehighrespectforGerald!”

Now,Sukewasn’ttryingtohideanythingatallanymore.HisonlygoalwastokillGeraldasfastas

possibletomakehimpayforwhathehaddone.

“Youshouldgorestintheguestroomfirst.Ihavesomethingtoreporttoourpatriarch.”Afterthinking

whilestandinginthesamespot,RyuguheadedtowardwhereHanyuSuijinwasrestingimmediately.

“Justhalfanhour.I’llcometofindyouinhalfanhour!”Sukecouldn’twaitforthatlong,andheshouted

atRyugu’sback.

However,Ryugucouldn’thearanythingatall.Hehadtoreportthissituationtothepatriarchassoonas

hecould.Originally,hehadonlysuspectedthatGeraldmighthavesomesortofconnectionwiththe

Yamashitafamily.Now,hewasascertainasever.
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IntheroomfurthestbackintheHanyufamily’splace.Atthatmoment,HanyuSuijinwassittinginside

withhisyoungconcubine.Althoughhewasoldandhisbodydidn’tworkaswellasbefore,itwas

comfortableenoughforhimtobeabletoogleatayoungladywithdelicateskinlyingonhisbed.

Slam!

JustasSuijinwasabouttogetintoactionafterhewasdoneoglingthelady,thedoorwaspushedopen

suddenly.

Followingthatwastheguard’svoicefromoutsidethedoor,“TeamLeader,thepatriarchisdoing



somethinginside!Youcan’tjustgoin!”

Withoutwaitingforhimtofinish,Ryuguwasalreadydashingintothelivingroom.

“Patriarch,Ihavesomethingurgenttoreporttoyou.”

Ryugu’seyesscannedhissurroundingsonlytofindSuijinnakedonthebedandapretty,younglady

hurriedlywearingherclothesbythebedside.

Ryuguknewthislady.Shewastheonewhomhehadbroughthometodayforthepatriarch’senjoyment

withtheonlyintentionofprotectinghispositionastheteamleaderoftheAssassinTeamwhensomany

thingswerehappeningnow.

“Whatisitaboutthatyoucan’tevenwaitawhileoutsideinsteadofbarginginlikethis?!”Suijinwas

upsetthathehadbeenhaltedbysomeonejustashewasabouttodosomething.Itwasluckythatit

wasRyugu.Ifithadbeenanyoneelse,heorshewouldhavebeenkickedoutofthefamilyforsure.

“Thisistooimportantthatitcan’tbedelayed.”Ryugudidn’tbothertheladyandenteredtheroom

afterSuijinhadputonhispants.

“Spillit.What’sthematter?”Theladyhadn’tevenfinishedputtingonherclothes,exposingherpale

whitechestinthecoldair.Suijinwasn’treallybotheredeither,askinginalowvoiceasheheldhertiny,

delicatehand.

“FutabaSukehasjustarrivedatourplace,sayingthatGeraldCrawfordisongoodtermswiththe

Yamashitafamily.TheYamashitafamilyevensenttensofmentoguardtheFutabafamily’smanor,”

Ryugugulpedandreportedinstantly.

“WhichYamashitafamilyareyoutalkingabout?”Suijindidn’teventhinkofthat.



InthewholeofJapan,thereweretensorevenhundredsoffamiliesnamedYamashita,sohedidn’t

knowwhichoneRyuguwasreferringtoatall.Plus,thesefamiliesposednothreattohim.

Hecouldeasilyeradicatethemifanythinghappenedanyway.

“Ofcourseit’sthatYamashitafamily!Ifitwasanyother,Iwouldn’thavebotheredtotellyouaboutit.

YouknowwhatkindofpersonIamtoo,Patriarch.”AfterfollowingSuijinforsomanyyears,Ryuguknew

whathewasthinkingtoo,sohequicklyexplainedafterhearingwhatSuijinhadsaid.

“Youcangooutfirst!”

Hearingthat,Suijinimmediatelybecamealert.

Hereleasedtheyounglady’swristandpattedherbackbeforecallingouttoherinasoftvoice.

Theladyputonajacketandexitedhurriedly,closingthedoorbehindher.

“What’shappening!”Suijin’sfacedarkenedinstantlyashegotupandwalkedincircles.Heaskedthat

afterlightinguphiscigaretteandsmokingittwice.

“Idon’tknowwhatexactlythisisabouteither.ThisiswhatSuketoldmejustnow.I’veaskedhimtogo

restintheguestroom.”Ryugushookhishead.Allheknewwerethesefewsentencesofinformation.

“Oh,yeah!I’vemadesurethatthere’snoonesuspiciousoutsideeither.”
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Nodding,Suijinthenputhiscigarettethathehadbarelyevenpuffedoutbeforesaying,“…Tellhimto



meetmeatthereceptionroom.”

Fastforwardtotwentyminuteslater,Suijincouldbeseensittingonabamboochairinthereception

roomwhenSukerushedinunderRyugu’slead.UponseeingSuijin,Sukeimmediatelyyelled,“Patriarch!

AslongasyouhelpmekillGerald,I’mwillingtoletgoofhalfthebenefitsthatwepreviouslyagreed

upon!”

“Calmyourselfandslowlyelaboratethesituationtome,”mutteredSuijinasheheldontohistemple,

feelingaslightheadachecoming.Honestly,alltheseproblemsstemmedfromthemomenthehadtold

SaburotogoafterFujiko…Cometothinkofit,ifGeraldwasn’tinthepicture,everythingwould’vegone

smoothly!However,theresimplywasnogettingridofthatyouthnomatterwhattacticstheyused!

“Well,theFutabasheldafamilymeetingtonight,andGeraldrevealedthathegotpeoplefromthe

Yamashitafamilytoguardoverourmanor!Whilehewasshowingthemtous,thoseYamashitas

appearedtogreatlyrespectGeraldaswell!”explainedSukeashisfaceturnedred,rememberinghow

humiliatedhehadfeltearlier.AllhewantednowwastohaveGeralddead,evenifhewouldbeleftwith

nothingatall!

“AreyouabsolutelysurethattheywerefromthatYamashitafamily?Couldhenothavehiredactorsjust

tolietoyouguys?”repliedSuijinashetriedtorationalizethesituationdespitehisbewilderment.

Afterall,Geraldsimplydidn’tseemlikethekindofpersonwhowouldhaveanyformofcontactwiththe

Yamashitas.

“Iwasdoubtfulatthestartaswell,butaftertheyshowedustheirIDs,I’mforcedtobelievethatthey’re

therealdeal,”mutteredSuke.

“Howtrulystrange…I’veneverheardofanyonecontactingtheYamashitasbefore…Gerald’saWestoner,

no?Howdidheevenmanagetobuildsuchacloserelationshipwiththatfamily?”saidSuijin,puzzled

outofhismind.Whatanimprobablesituation!



AsSuijincontinuedstrugglingtoacceptSuke’sunbelievablestatement,Sukeclenchedhisfistbefore

replying,“WhileIdon’tknowhowallthisispossible,IassureyouthateverythingIsaidwastrue.Hell,

thoseYamashitasarestillstandingrightoutsidemymanor!Ifyoudon’tbelieveme,sendsomeofyour

menovertohavealook!Betteryet,justcontacttheothersfrommyfamily!Theyallwitnessedthesame

thing!”

“Idon’tthinkanyofthisisstaged,patriarch.Remember,thatoldmanfromtheYamashitafamilyhelped

GeraldandFujikoescapebackthen.Withthatsaid,ItrulybelievethatGeraldhasarelationshipwiththe

Yamashitas…!”whisperedRyuguafterleaningclosertoSuijin.

Uponhearingthat,Suijinponderedaboutitforamomentbeforeeventuallysaying,“Regardless,feel

freetostayatmyplaceforthenextfewdays.Ifeverythingyou’vesaidistrue,thenIguaranteethatI’ll

getridofGeraldforyou!However,aboutthebenefits…”

“Half!Ijustneedhalfofthebenefitsthatwepreviouslyagreedupon!”declaredSuke.

“Youhavemyword,then!NowgogetsomerestasIfurtherinvestigatethisaffair!”repliedSuijin.

Inthebeginning,hehadplannedtocooperatewithSuke,presentingSukesomebenefitsinreturn,in

ordertoannextheFutabassincetheirfamilywascurrentlyindecline.However,thingstookaturnwhen

Geraldsteppedin.Withthatinmind,aslongastheymanagedtogetridofGerald,theywouldsurelybe

abletoresumetheirplanwithoutanytrouble.

ThiswaswhatRyuguhadhopedtoachievethisentiretime…!
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Regardless,afterhearingthat,SukebowedtowardSuijinbeforeleavingthearea.

OnceSukewasgone,Suijinslammedhisfistagainstthetablebeforegrowling,“WhoexactlyisGerald?!



WhythehelldoeshehavecontactswithintheYamashitafamily?!AndwherethehellareEndoand

Izumi!”

Thiswassupposedtobeaneasyaffair!Howhadthingsgottenthiscomplicated?Whateverthecasewas,

untiltheygotridofGerald,nothingcouldproceed!

UponhearingEndoandIzumi’snames,Ryuguwasmomentarilystunned.Afterall,hehadn’ttoldSuijin

abouttheirdisappearancesyet!Nowthatheknewthathecouldn’thideitanylonger,Ryugugulpedas

hestuttered,“T-they…”

WatchingasSuijinraisedaslightbrowclearlyconfusedbyhishesitance,Ryugushookhisheadbefore

saying,“T-they’ve…Well…They’vegonemissingeversinceIpreviouslysentthemouttoassassinate

Gerald…!Ihaveafeelingthatthey’recurrentlytrappedintheFutabamanor,andI’mstillthinkingof

waystogetthemout!”

“What?Bothofthemgotcaptureddespitethemworkingtogether…?!”yelledSuijinasheabruptlygot

tohisfeetbeforepointingatRyugu.

“I-indeed…!”repliedRyuguashegrittedhisteeth.

“Astonishing…!Whatabsolutemisfortuneourfamilyisundertohaveaccidentallyoffendedsucha

powerfulindividual…!Again,whoexactlyisGeraldandhowishesoinhumanlystrong?What’shisstatus

likeinWeston?We’retalkingaboutsomeonewho’sabletocontacttheYamashitashere!”grumbled

Suijin,slowlysittingdownagainasheponderedthesituation.

Afterthinkingaboutitforabit,SuijinrealizedthatallthisbeganwhenSaburowastryingtoassassinate

FujikoandGeraldsteppedintosaveher,whichwasoddsincetheyweren’ttryingtooffendhiminthe

firstplace.WhileitwastruethattheHanyushadpreviouslyreceivedWestonassassinationmissionsas

well,Suijinwassurethateachofthoseassassinationshadbeenperfect,withzerotracesleftbehind.

Whateverthecasewas,Suijinendedupwithtwopossibleconclusions.EitherGeraldhadcomehere



specificallytohavehisrevengeonthem,ortheysimplyhadterribleluckforaccidentallybumpinginto

himatsuchacriticalmoment.

“Well…evenafterthoroughinvestigation,itdoesn’tseemthatGeraldhasanyfamilialbackgroundin

Weston…Hejust…seemstobeanaverageJoewho’sneverevenbeentoJapanbefore!Quitehonestly,

it’shighlyimprobablethathe’severcontactedtheYamashitasbeforethis…!”explainedRyugu.

“Impossible!”yelledSuijinasheslammedhisfistontohistableagain.Havingnodiscerniblebackground

andnevercomingtoJapanbefore…HowthehellhadGeraldbecomethispowerfulthen?Besides,the

Yamashitaswouldn’thavehelpedGeraldonawhim!SuijinwasprettysurethattheYamashitasdidn’t

dealwithfamiliesoutsideJapan,sotherewassimplynowaytheywouldhavehelpedhimwithout

meetinghimprior!

“U-unfortunatelythat’sallwegot…!”mutteredRyuguwhowasequallyindisbelief,thoughwhatelse

couldhethinkwithwhatlittletheyknew?

“Keepinvestigating!Geraldcan’tbeassimpleasheseems!However,ifyoustillcan’tgetanythingabout

hisbackground,don’tlayafingeronhimfirst.Remember,hehastheYamashitasonhissidenow,and

thatfamilyisnottobetrifledwith!”repliedSuijinashebeganpuffingonanothercigarette.

Noddinginresponse,Ryugupausedforamomentloweringhisvoiceasheasked,“Um…Patriarch…?Are

aretherereallyninjasinthatfamily…?”

Thoughhewastheleaderoftheassassinteam,RyuguknewverylittleabouttheYamashitasoutsideof

therumorsheheard.
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“What?Haven’tyoualreadyenteredtheirterritory?”askedSuijinwithaslightfrown.



“Well,whileit’struethatthatoldmanwasextremelystrong,Icouldn’ttellwhetherhewasaninja…

Afterall,I’venevermetaninjabeforesoIcan’treallytellthemapartfromregularpeople…”muttered

Ryugu,whoknewbetterthantoassumethattheoldmanwasaninjajustbecausehehadimmense

speed.

“Theninvestigatefurtherintothis.However,onlymakeyourmoveonceyou’vecompletedyour

investigation!Remember,thestakesareveryhighthistimearound!Also,whileIwon’tbearguing

aboutEndoandIzumi’scaseforthemoment,you‘dbestbringthembacksafelyorI’llreplaceyoufrom

yourroleasleaderoftheassassinteamwithsomeonemorecapable!”growledSuijinasheglaredat

Ryugu.

“C-copythat…!”repliedRyuguwhogotsofrightenedthathisforeheadwasdrenchedincoldsweatinno

time.

…

Meanwhile,Kaihadjustawokenbackathismanor.Aftermakinghimselflookabitmorepresentable,he

enteredthelivingroombeforesittingonacouchandmuttering,“ThatVultureclaimedthathewould

takecareofGeraldintwodays…It’snowthethirddayyetIhaven’theardawordfromhimyet…!”

Uponhearingthat,hisconfidantwhowasstandingclosebycouldn’thelpbutreply,“Doyouthinkthat

hecould’ve…youknow…endeduplikeEndoandIzumi…?”

“Canit!”growledKaiasheglaredathisnewconfidant.Thoughhispreviousconfidantneverspokeout

ofturn,duetothatlittleincident,Kaihadpaidhimafewthousanddollarstogetlost.Unfortunately,

thatmeantthatKaihadtoallowthisidiottobehisnextconfidant!

“Whileyoumaybemadtohearit,thepossibilityexists…Afterall,theHanyusremainedsilenttheentire

timetillweeventuallyinquiredwiththemaboutGerald.Ifyouaskme,Vulture’sbehaviorisstrikingly

similartowhattheydid…”mutteredthesubordinatewhowaswellawarethathewassteppingoutof

line.However,notonlywasheastraightforwardperson,buthewasalsoheretoguideKaiunderthe

patriarch’sorders.Thisexplainedhisurgetorevealanythingthathethoughtofthesituation.



“Iknow,Iknow,there’snoneedforyoutoremindme!”growledKai.He,forone,wasnofool,andhe

hadbeenworryingaboutthisscenarioeversinceVulturesetoffonhismission.Withthatinmind,it

madesensewhyhewouldgetannoyedwhenhewasremindedofit.

Afterhissubordinatewentsilent,Kaigesturedforhimtoleavebeforefishinghisphoneoutanddialing

Vulture’snumber.

However,whenhecouldn’tcontactVultureevenafterthreetries,Kai’sworriesbegantointensify.

WhileitwastruethatKaididn’thavetoworryabouthisidentitybeingexposedevenifVulturewas

takendown,itstillmeantthatGeraldhadmanagedtotakeVulturedown…!Ifsomeonefromthetop

tenassassinlistcouldn’ttakeGeralddown,thenwhathopedidKaihavetogetridofhim…?!

WhileVulture’sdeathhadn’tbeenconfirmed,Kaididn’tevendaretothinkabouttheimplicationsifthat

reallywasthecase.However,KaididstartregrettingoffendingGeraldthismuch…!

ThoughKaiwasinapickle,Gerald,ontheotherhand,wasascoolasacucumberatthemoment.After

all,eversinceherevealedhisrelationshipwiththeYamashitas,alltheFutabashadbeenfawningover

him,clearlytryingtogetintohisgoodbooks…
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Thesecondthemeetingended,alltheotherFutabasbeganflockingaroundGerald,handinghimtheir

businesscardsastheysaid,“We’vetrulyhadsomemisunderstandingsinthepast,mister!Butputting

thataside,we’llnowbecountingonyoutoreviveourfamily’sglory!”

“Yeah,whathesaid!Speakingofwhich,here’smycontactnumber!Ifyourequireanyhelpinthefuture,

don’thesitatetocall!I’llbesuretohelpasbestasIcan!”

“Makesuretotakemynumbertoo!”



Smilingsubtlyinresponseateveryone’soverenthusiasm,Geraldsimplyacceptedthecardsashereplied,

“Oneatatime,I’llbetakingallyourcards.Don’tworry…”

Gerald,forone,didn’treallyknowtheotherFutabasbyname,atleastpreviously.Nowthathehadtheir

namecards,hewouldknowwhotolookforshouldtheFutabasrequiredhelpgettingridof‘problematic

individuals’inthefuture.

Eitherway,sinceeveryonewassurroundingGerald,Takuyawhowasstillsittingonthemainseatended

upgettingcompletelyignored.

Itwasonlyaftereveryonewasdonehandingouttheirbusinesscards,whentheyfinallyturnedtolook

atTakuyaagainbeforesaying,“Well,we’llbetakingourleavefirst,patriarch.We’drathernotdisturb

youanylonger.Bytheway,ifyoueverrequireanyhelpfromusinfuture,justsaytheword.Intimesof

trouble,weFutabasshouldandwillsticktogether!”

Unabletobearhowpretentioushisfamilywasbeing,thepainedTakuyawhocouldnowdistinguishthe

familymemberswhosincerelycaredaboutthefamilyandthosewhojustwantedtousethefamilyto

gainmorewealthsimplyyelled,“Justleavealready!”

Withthatsaid,ittookonlytenminutesforeveryoneexceptforthosewhowerealreadylivinginthe

manortoleave.

Nowthateveryonewasgone,Takuyaheavedaheavysigh.

SeeinghowunhappyTakuyawas,Geraldsmiledasheslippedthenamecardsintohispocketbefore

saying,“Don’tbotheraboutthem,patriarch.I’lldealwiththemlateron.”

Onceallthecurrenttroubleswereoutoftheway,Geraldpromisedhimselfthathewouldkickallof

thoseinsincerefamilymembersoutofthisfamily…!Gerald,forone,believedthatTakuyawouldagree

withhisdecision.



Regardless,uponhearingGerald’sstatement,Takuyacouldn’thelpbutworry.Afterall,heknewhis

family’struecolorsbest,andhedidn’twantGeraldfallingfortheirinsincerefawning.Withthatinmind,

Takuyawaspromptedtoreply,“Dobecarefularoundthoseexploiters.They’redefinitelyjusttryingto

getonyourgoodsidetoreapbenefitsfromyou!Justsoyouknow,

HadyounotshownevidencethattheYamashitaswereonyourside,I’msuretheywouldn’thavebeen

thiseasilysatisfied.”

Chucklinginresponse,Geraldcasuallysaid,“Iftheytrulymanagetotakeadvantageofme,thenyoucan

besurethatI’mnottherealGerald!”

Noddinginresponse,Takuyawasthenpromptedtoask,“I’mgladtohearthat…Puttingthemaside,

howareyouplanningtodealwiththeHanyus?”

DespitebeingtheFutabapatriarch,TakuyahadgottenusedtoaskingforGerald’sopiniononthings,

especiallywhenitinvolvedmajorthingslikethese.Honestly,Geraldnowfeltlikethetruebackboneof

theFutabafamily.

Eitherway,uponhearingthat,Geraldaskedinreturn,“Well…anysuggestions,patriarch?”

“Let’shearyouropinionfirst,”repliedTakuyawithasmileashegesturedforGeraldtoproceed.

“Well,IplantomeetupwiththeHanyusandtalktothemfacetofaceinhopesofgettingsomethings

clear,”repliedGeraldafterthinkingaboutitforawhile.

“…Comeagain?You’reattemptingtotalkthingsoutwiththefamilythat’sresortedtoassassinationso

manytimes?”saidTakuyaashissmileturnedintoafrown.



“That’shonestlypartofthereasonwhyIplantomeettheminperson,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

Uponhearingthat,TakuyafiguredthatGeraldmusthavedevisedasolidplan.Withthatinmind,Takuya

eventuallysaid,“Alright,let’sgowiththat,then.I’llmakesuretosendsomeofmymenovertokeep

yousafe.SincetheYamashitasareonyourside,it’lldoyougoodtobringsomeofthemalong.Don’t

worryaboutthemanor,I’mprettyconfidentthatwe’llremainsafe

Tillyourreturn.”

“I’llhavetodisagreethere,patriarch.Afterall,Ionlyplantobringtwopeoplewithme,”repliedGerald

ashewavedhishand.
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Ratherthanhelping,Geraldbelievedthatthe‘reinforcements’wouldonlyendupbeingburdensthathe

neededtoprotectoncetheywerethere.

“Whowillyoubebringingalong?”askedTakuya.

“JustFujikoandAiden.Bothofthemareplentyenough,”repliedGeraldasheturnedtolookattheduo

thathehadjustmentioned.

Uponhearingthat,AidenwhowouldfollowGeraldtotheendsofearth,regardlessofhowdangerousit

wasimmediatelydeclared,“We’rereadywhenyouare!”

“Isee…Well,Fujikohasmyapproval,”saidTakuyawithanod,believingthatGeraldwouldkeephis

daughtersafe.

Noddinginresponse,Fujikothengottoherfeetassheasked,“Whenareweheadingoff?”



“Well,ratherthanwaitaroundanylonger,Isaywemeetthemnow.AstheoldWestonsayinggoes,

‘strikewhiletheiron’shot’.Let’sseehowtheHanyusrespondtoourlittlevisit,”repliedGeraldwitha

faintsmile.

Shortlyafter,thetrioleftthemanor.ThoughtheyleftMasterGhostbehind,Geraldwassurethatthe

Yamashitaswerestrongenoughtokeephimsafe.Evenifanotherassassinfromtheassassinlist

attemptedtolaunchanattack,GeraldhadfaiththattheYamashitaswerecapableofholdingthemback,

atleasttillhereturned.

Whateverthecasewas,itwasaboutthreehourslaterunderFujiko’sguidancewhenthetrio’scarfinally

arrivedattheentranceoftheHanyumanor.Oncethecarwasparked,Geraldwhohadacigaretteinhis

mouthgotoutbeforeheadingtowardtheentrance.

LookingatGerald,theguardattheentrancewaspromptedtoask,“Doyouhaveanappointment?”

“Notatall.Eitherway,justreportthatGerald’scomeforavisit,”repliedGeraldinacommanding,yet

immenselycharismatictone.

“C-comeagain…?You’reGerald…?”stutteredtheguardashetooktwostepsback.Thoughhewasn’t

anyonenoteworthyinthefamily,evenhehadheardrumorsaboutGerald,theimmenselystrong

Westoner!

“Isitthatunbelievable?”askedGeraldasheflickedsomeashoffhiscigarette.

“…PleasewaitamomentasIreportthis!”repliedtheguardwhodidn’tdaretomakeGeraldwaitfora

secondlongerasheboltedintothemanor.

Atthatmoment,Suijinwashavinghisdinnerinthelivingroom.Beforehim,stoodRyuguandthe

leadersoftheotherassassinteams,allofthempatientlywaitingforSuijintofinishhismealsothatthey

couldstartplanningEndoandIzumi’srescuemission.



JustasSuijinwasabouttotakeanotherbiteofhisdinner,theguardfromearliercamebustingintothe

roomnearlytrippingintheprocessasheexclaimed,“P-patriarch…!There’samanoutsidewhoclaimsto

beGerald…!”

“What?!”yelledSuijinashetossedhisriceballontothefloor!

“It’sprobablyjustsomeonelookingfortrouble!AsiftherealGeraldwouldevercomehereonhisown

accord!That’djustbecourtingdeath!Sendthatpersonawayimmediately!”sneeredoneoftheteam

leadersinadisdainfultone.

“…Holdit.There’snowayanordinarypersonwouldevenknowaboutourgrudgeagainstGerald.Evenif

theysomehowfoundoutaboutit,whywouldtheywillinglyputthemselvesintrouble?”saidRyuguas

hequicklygrabbedontotheguardbeforehecouldrunofftodoashewastold.

Afterabriefpause,Suijinslowlysatdownagainasheordered,“Regardlessofwhetherhe’sthereal

Geraldornot,I’dliketomeethim.Lethimin!”

Watchingastheguardquicklynoddedbeforerushingoff,Suijinthenthoughtforawhilebeforefacing

Ryuguandadding,“Getallthemembersofthesecondteamover.IfitreallyisGerald,thenhemustbe

extremelywellprepared!Withthatsaid,remainvigilantatalltimes!Withanyluck,we’llbeableto

forcehimtoreleaseEndoandIzumi…!”
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Noddinginresponse,Ryuguimmediatelybeganheadingofftodoashewasordered.However,before

leavingtheroom,heturnedtolookattheotherteamleadersbeforedeclaring,“WhileI’maway,make

suretoguardthepatriarchwell.Gerald’sextremelystrong,andbelievemewhenIsaythatevenifallof

youattackhimatthesametime,he’llprobablyremainunscathed!Withthatsaid,ifanythinghappens

tothepatriarch,I’llbesuretohaveyourheads!”



“We’llbevigilant,teamleader!”repliedafewoftheteamleaders,promptingRyugutoresumehistask.

MovingbacktoGeraldandhisparty,theysoonsawtheguardreturningtoletthemin.Astheywereled

deeperintothearea,noneofthembotheredtolookaround.

Afterall,traditionalJapanesemanorslikethislookedprettymuchthesameasanyother.Whateverthe

casewas,fromthelooksofit,theywereheadedtotheinnermostareaofthemanor.

ThoughGeralddidn’tshowit,hehadhonestlybeenvigilanteversincetheysteppedfootintothemanor.

Afterall,hewaswellawarethatthiswasstillthehomeofanassassinfamily.Knowingthatitwasbetter

tobesafethansorry,GeraldhadmadesuretospreadhisHerculeanPrimordialSpiritaroundtogeta

bettergraspofhissurroundings.ItwasalsobecauseofthatthatGeraldcouldn’thelpbutsmirk.

Afterall,hecouldalreadysensethepresenceofagroupofpeopleaboutthirtyfeetawayfromthem

whowererapidlyapproachingthem.Fromwhathecouldassume,thiswastheHanyufamily’swayof

preparingtodealwithhim.Ofcourse,Geralddidn’ttellAidenorFujikoaboutthis.

Eitherway,thetriowassoongreetedbythesightofarowofvillas…

Brieflyglancingaround,Geraldsoonyelled,“Isanyonethere?”

“Butofcourse!Still,whatasurprisethatyou’dpaymyfamilyavisitatsuchanhour!”declaredavoice

thatemanatedfromoneofthevillas.Shortlyafter,Suijinandafewoftheteamleadersshowed

themselves.

ThoughSuijingaveofftheimpressionthathewasacourteousperson,hehadhonestlybeenwaryof

Geraldthisentiretime.Still,sinceGeraldwasdaringenoughtoenterhisterritory,Suijinwasdefinitely

goingtomakeitdifficultforGeraldtoleave.Hell,ifthingswentswimmingly,thiscouldbehischanceof

gettingridoftheboy!



Regardless,afterabriefsilence,GeraldturnedtolookatAidenandFujikobeforesaying,“Shallwe?”

Uponhearingthat,Suijincouldn’thelpbutfrownslightly.TothinkthatGeraldwouldjustignorehim!

Still,hequicklyrevertedtohispolitefaçadeashereplied,“Yes,please,comein!”

AsGeraldsatcrossleggedinthereceptionroom,Suijinrealizedthathisfamily’sassassinswhomhehad

requestedtocomeoverearlierwerealreadyclosingin.Findingsolaceinthat,Suijinthenstraightened

hisbackbeforeasking,“Nowthen…TowhatdoIowethepleasure?”

“Hmm?IwasjustpassingbysoIfiguredwhynotpayyourfamilyavisit.Besides,I’mprettysurethere’s

amisunderstandingbetweenus,sowhynottakethischancetotalkthingsout?”repliedGeraldwho

lookedmuchmorerelaxedincomparison.Forthosewhodidn’tknowanybetter,they’dprobably

assumethatitwasSuijinthathadenteredGerald’sterritory.

“Iagree.Forone,IbelievethatEndoandIzumiarecurrentlybeinglockedupintheFutabamanor,

correct?”askedSuijinashenarrowedhiseyes,afaintsmileonhisface…

“That’scorrect,”repliedGerald.

Takingadeepbreath,Suijinthensaid,“Thenpleasereleasethem.Thetwoareextremelyimportant

familymembers.”

“I’mafraidIcan’tdothat.Incaseyouweren’taware,theyattemptedtoassassinateme.Withthatsaid,

aftertakingthemdown,IhandedthemtotheFutabafamily’spatriarchsothathecouldinterrogate

them.Afterall,it’sonlyfairformetowanttoknowwhosentthemover.Regardless,thoughwewere

initiallyplanningtoletthemoffaftertheytolduswhotheyworkedfor,neitherofthemsaidaword,

evenaftercontinuouslybeingtortured.”
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“Withthatsaid,bothofthemarecurrentlyonthevergeofdeath.I’mafraidyou’llhavetobring

stretchersalongifyoutrulywishtorescuethem.Otherwise,they’llprobablynotmakeit,”replied

GeraldashestaredSuijindirectlyintheeye.

“…I-isthatso…”repliedSuijin,hishandsalreadytremblingslightlyashedesperatelyattemptedtokeep

hiscool.

“Releasethem,youmother*cker!Otherwise,youwon’tbeleavingthisplacealive!”roaredRyuguashe

rushedintotheroom!

SincehewastheonewhohadsentEndoandIzumioutonthemissionwithoutSuijin’sknowledge,

Ryuguknewthathewasgoingtobeheldresponsibleforwhateverhappenedtothem.Withthatsaid,as

longastheywerestillalive,hewouldprobablyjusthavetoendureapunishmentortwo.However,if

theyweredead,therewasahighchancethathewouldbetoo…!

Eitherway,uponseeingRyugurushover,Aidenimmediatelygottohisfeet!Withinseconds,thetwo

werealreadyexchangingdozensofblows!

SensingthatAidenwasnopushover,Suijinquicklyscowled,“Ryugu!Stepdown!”

Uponhearingthat,thenowgaspingRyuguimmediatelytookafewstepsback.Tothinkthatnotonly

hadhefailedtogaintheupperhandagainstAiden,buthewasalmosthitafewtimesaswell!

SecretlypleasedtoseethatAidenhadmanagedtoremainunscathed,Geraldthenplacedhishandson

hiskneesbeforelookingatSuijinwithasmileasheasked,“Nowthen…Sincetheinterrogationdidn’t

work,Imayaswellaskstraightfromthesource.Tellme,whywouldEndoandIzumisuddenlytryto

assassinateme?AsfarasI’mconcerned,I’veneverhadanybeefwiththem.Hell,thenightthey

attemptedthatassassinationwasthefirsttimeImetthem!Eitherway,doexplainwhytheycameafter

me.”

“Iwasn’tawareoftheiractionsatthetime,soIcan’tsayforsure.HadIknownthattheywereafteryour



head,Iwould’vedefinitelytriedtostopthem!”repliedSuijinwhoknewthatplayingdumbwashisonly

wayoutofthis.

“Isee…CouldyoualsobeimawareoftheassassinationattemptonMissFutabathen?”askedGerald.

“Withallduerespect,that’samatterbetweentheHanyusandtheFutabas,mister.Asnothingbuta

guest,don’tyouthinkyoulacktherighttoaskaboutsuchthings?”repliedSuijinwho’sexpressionhad

gottenslightlyugly.Hecouldn’tansweranyofGerald’squestionsatall…!

“Pointtaken,”repliedGeraldwithabriefnod.

Shakinghishead,Suijinthengesturedatoneofhissubordinatesbeforeordering,“Getussometea!”

Ashortwhilelater,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“Actually,there’sonemorethingI’dliketoconfirm.

Yousee,backwhenIwasattheJapanesemilitarytraininggroundsafewdaysago,Iwasattackedbyan

assassinfromtheassassinlistwho’sprobablyquitehigh-ranked.Withthatsaid,Iwaswonderingifyou

weretheoneswhosenthimafterme.”

WhileGeraldwasprettysurethatKaiwastheonewhohadhiredthatassassin,hewantedtocatchthe

Hanyusoffguard.

Asexpected,uponhearingthat,SuijinandRyuguimmediatelyyelled,“Impossible!”

“Oh?Thenwhydidhetellmethatyouweretheoneswhohiredhim?”fibbedGeraldeventhoughhe

couldalreadyconfirmbasedontheirreactionsthattheyweren’tinvolvedwiththatassassin.

“…Mister,we’reanassassinfamily.Hiringanotherassassintodoourjobwouldbeabsolutely

humiliating!”explainedSuijininresignation.
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Aftersayingthat,however,Suijincouldn’thelpbutlookatRyugu.Whilehedefinitelyhadn’thiredthat

assassin,itdidn’tmeanthatRyugucouldn’thavedonethedeed.Afterall,hehadalreadysentEndoand

Izumioutonthatmissionwithouthisknowledge.

“Isthatso…”repliedGeraldasheturnedtolookatRyuguaswell.

Realizingthattheywerebothstaringathim,Ryugucouldn’thelpbutgrithisteeth.Suijin’sdistrust

towardhimnowwasallthankstoGerald!Withthatinmind,hethenglaredattheyouthbefore

growling,“Ididn’tdoit..!I’dneverdosuchahumiliatingthing!Nowcutthecr*pandreturnEndoand

Izumitousalready!”

“Feelfreetotakethemaway!Afterall,keepingthemintheFutabamanorisprettypointlessnow.Oh,

anddon’tforgetthestretchers!”repliedGeraldashecasuallyshrugged.

“You…!”hissedRyuguinutterresentment.EndoandIzumiwerebothmightyHanyuassassins!Ifthey

trulyendedupdying,thenRyuguwouldneedatleasttenmoreyearstoraisetwosimilarleaders,and

thatonlyappliediftheoneshetrainedwerenaturallytalentedassassins…!

ThoughSuijinwasequallyasangrysincehewasthepatriarch,hekepthisemotionsconcealedashe

asked,“…Allowmetoaskagain.Whyhaveyoucomeheretoday,mister?”

“AsI’vesaid,Ijusthappenedtopassby,soIfiguredwhynotpayyourfamilyavisit,”repliedGeraldina

casualtone.

“Nobodywouldbuythat,mister.Look,Igetalongbetterwithstraightforwardpeople.Withthatsaid,if

youstillrefusetosayathing,Iimploreyoutojustleavealready,”sneeredSuijin.

Laughinginresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“You?Straightforward?Wouldastraightforwardpersonsend



assassinsovertokillmeandmissFutaba?”

Frowning,Suijinthensaid,“Areyoustilltryingtogetanexplanation?”

“I’mgladyou’recapableofreadingbetweenthelines,”repliedGeraldwhowantedtoresolvethe

grudgesbetweentheHanyusandFutabasbeforedealingwiththeKanagawas.

“AsI’vepreviouslysaid,thisisafeudbetweenmyfamilyandtheFutabas.Sinceyou’remerelyaguest,

it’ddoyougoodnottogetinvolvedinthis.Asforwhyweattackedyou,let’sjustsaythatitwasa

mistakeonourpart!”growledSuijinashecontinuedtosuppresshisrage,notwantingtoaccidentally

infuriateGerald.

Afterall,Suijinknewforafactthattheassassinteamoutsidewouldn’tbeabletotakeGeraldonifthe

boyreallywantedthemdead.Followingthat,hislifewouldbenextontheline.

“Amistake,yousay…Well,ifthattrulyisthecase,thenI’llbeabletosaythisnextpartmucheasier.On

behalfoftheFutabafamily,Iherebydeclarethatwewon’tprovoketheHanyusfromthisdayonward!

Inreturn,Ihopethatyou’llceaseyourulteriormotivesandstopcovetingaftertheFutabas,patriarch!

Deal?”askedGeraldasheraisedaslightbrow.

“Deal!”declaredSuijinwithouttheslightesthesitation,muchtoGerald’ssurprise.

“…Well,then.Sinceyou’veagreedtoit,we’llseehowthingsplayout.Iwarnyou,however.Ifanyof

youevendarelayafingerontheFutabas,Iwon’tletyouoffthateasily!Hell,evenifyousendsomeone

tokilloneoftheirchickens,myresponsewillbethesame!”
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Followingthat,Geraldlaughedheartilybeforegettingtohisfeetandsaying,“Alright,let’sheadback.

We’realreadyaneyesoretothembythispoint!”



Noddinginresponse,AidenandFujikothenfollowedcloselybehindhim.However,beforetheyleft,

AidenmadesuretoroughlybrushhisshoulderagainstRyugu’s,causingRyugutoalmostfall!

“You…!”growledRyuguasheturnedtoglareatAiden.

Aiden,however,paidhimnonoticeandsimplywalkedoutwithGeraldandFujiko.

Oncethetriowasnolongerinsight,Ryuguwhohadbeenactivelysuppressinghisragethisentiretime

immediatelyrantowardSuijinbeforeasking,“Patriarch!Whydidyoujustletthemleavelikethat…?”

Snortinginresponse,Suijinthenscoffed,“Whywouldyouwantthemtostay?Areyouplanningtotreat

themtodinnerorsomething?”

Honestly,ifitwasn’tforthefactthatRyuguwasanimportantfamilymemberwhomSuijincouldn’t

easilyreplace,hewould’vedrivenRyuguawayagesago.

“Withallduerespect,patriarch,Ihadasmallteamlyinginwaittoambushthem!Aslongasyouordered

itstoattack,mymenwould’veinstantlyrushedintosubduethem!”exclaimedRyuguasheclenched

hisfist,unabletoacceptthathehadmissedyetanotherchancetotakeGeralddown.

GlaringatRyugu,Suijinsimplyscoffed,“Subdue?Youcouldn’tevendefeatthatspecialforcessoldier!

DoyouhonestlythinkyoucansubdueGerald?JustthinkaboutitYou,ofallpeople,shouldknowhow

strongEndoandIzumicangetwhentheyworktogether.Theywereabletostealthilytakedowna

terroristorganization,forheaven’ssake!Yetwhathappenedwhentheyattemptedtoassassinate

Gerald?Notonlydidhemanagetotakebothofthemdown,buthebarelyhasascratchonhim!It’s

clearasdaythathisstrengthisfarbeyondyours!Ifhereallywantedusdead,we’dallbenothingbuta

puddleoffleshandbloodwithinminutes!”

WatchingasSuijinthensighedbeforestartingtopacebackandforthinthereceptionroom,Ryuguwho

wasstillunwillingtojustacceptallthisthenreplied,“Butwecan’tjustagreewithallthis…!Ifwereally



doashesays,thenallourplansinthepastfewyearswillbefornaught!”

Ryugu,forone,hadinvestedalotintheplantotakeovertheFutabafamilysinceSuijinhadorderedhim

todomostoftheresearch.Withthatinmind,itmadesensewhyhewassounwillingtojustgowith

Gerald’swhims.

“Naturally,Ionlyagreedsothathe’dleavefornow.Regardless,weneedtobecarefulwhenwemake

ournextmove.ThingsshouldgofineaslongasGeralddoesn’tfindoutaboutwhatwe’vedone.

Speakingofwhich,Iwantallofyoutolaylowinthenextfewdays.IhavezerodoubtsthatGeraldwill

bekeepingacloseeyeonusforquiteawhile,andsinceheevenhastheYamashitasonhisside,we

reallycan’taffordtooffendhim,”mutteredSuijin.

Understandinghowpowerlesstheywere,Ryuguwasforcedtonodashereplied,“…Understood!”

“Good.Also,I’llneedyoutofindsometimetogetEndoandIzumiback.Thoughtheyprobablywon’tbe

capableofparticipatinginanyfurtherassassinationmissions,theycanstillserveasmentorsforour

otherassassins.Attheveryleast,it’sbetterthankeepingthemlockedupintheFutabamanor,”said

Suijin,whojustwantedtogetsomerestnow.

Clenchinghisfistsatthementionofthosetwo,Ryuguthengrowled,“…Gotit!”

Meanwhile,SukewhohadbeenanxiouslywaitingforRyugu’sreturninhisguestroomcouldn’thelpbut

fearthattheFutabaswouldfindoutthathewashere.
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Uponhearingknocksonhisdoor,Sukeimmediatelyopenedit.SeeingthatitwasRyugu,Sukethen

tuggedhimintohisroom,closingthedoorbehindhimbeforeasking,“You’refinallyhere!So,whatdid

thepatriarchsay?Justsoyouknow,wecanstilldiscussthebenefits!AslongasGeralddies,Iwon’teven

mindtakingathirdofthebenefits!Ifthatisn’tenough,afifthwilldo…!”



SukewasrightfullydesperateforGerald’sdeath.Afterall,heknewthataslongasGeraldremainedalive,

itwouldbetooshamefulforhimtoeverfacetheotherFutabasagain.

ToSuke’sdismay,however,Ryugusimplyrespondedbylightingacigaretteaftertakingaseatandsaying,

“Gerald’sjustleft.”

“…Huh?Well,whydidn’tyoustophim,then?Andwhydidhecomeoverinthefirstplace?”replied

Suke,clearlypanickingashequicklystuckhisheadoutthewindow.

Instantlypullinghimbackin,Ryuguimmediatelyscowledinahushedtone,“Whatthehellareyoudoing?

IfGeraldandhispartyseeyouhere,we’llbeinhotsoup!”

“WhatamIdoing?Whatareyoudoing?!Geraldwasalreadyinthemanor!Youcould’vejustsentsome

ofyourassassinstofinishhimoff,no…?”grumbledSuke,feelingslightlydispiritedthattheyhadmissed

suchaprimeopportunitytostrike!Whoknewwhentheyweregoingtogetachancelikethisagain!

“Whatthehelldoyouevenknow…?”growledRyuguwhodidn’twanttobotherexplainingthesituation

tosuchanidiot.

“Regardless,tellmehowlongit’lltakeforyoutofinishGeraldoff,”mutteredSukewhocouldn’tbe

botheredaboutthedetailsorbenefitsanymore.HejustwantedGeralddead!

“Unfortunately,Ican’tprovideaspecificanswertothat,”repliedRyuguasheshookhisheadwhile

closingthewindow.

“What?!AsiftheHanyuswouldhavetroubletakingGeralddown!”scoffedSukebeforelaughingcoldly.

“Ohreally?Justsoyouknow,we’vealreadylosttwoteamleadersinourpursuitofkillingGerald…!The

onlyreasonweallowedhimtowalkoffisbecausewecan’tgetridofhimthateasily!Weneedabetter

planfirst!Sojustshutupandbehavealready!Havesomepatience!”growledRyuguwhowasalreadyin



abadmoodbeforeSukefurtherinfuriatedhim.

“Fine,then!Ifyouwon’tgetridofhim,I’lljustgetsomeoneelsetodothedeed!”scowledtheequally

shortfusedSukeasheturnedtoleave.

SquintinghiseyesashegrabbedSukebyhiscoat,Ryuguthenasked,“Andwheredoyouthinkyou’re

going?”

“I’mleavingthemanorofcourse!”scoffedSukeashestruggledtobreakfree,eventuallyoptingtojust

sliphiscoatoffinstead.

Tohisdismay,RyuguthenswiftlyblockedSuke’spathbeforesayinginalowvoice,“Negative.You

alreadyknewmyfamily’ssecrets,soyou’llhavetoremainhere.Leavingisn’tanoption.”

“What?!AmIbeingconfinedhere?”repliedSuke,hisexpressionquicklychanging.

“You’refreetoassumethat,”saidRyuguashisotherhandmovedtoopenthedoorbehindhim.Upon

seeingthetwosubordinateswhohadbeenpositionedrightoutsideSuke’sroom,Ryuguadded,“Bothof

you.KeepaneyeoutonMr.Futaba.Ifhedarestoevenleavethisroom,youhavemypermissionto

breakhislegs!”

“Thisisacooperativerelationship,Ryugu!Whatisthemeaningofthis…?!”exclaimedSukewhowas

terrifiedtohearwhatRyugujusthadtosay.Afterall,whilehehadinitiallyassumedthatthisplacewas

goingtobehisrefuge,asitturnedout,itwasn’tanylessdangerous!

“It’sexactlyasIsaid.Stayhere,andI’llserveyouwellwithgoodfoodanddrinks.Leave,however…well,

youheardwhatIsaid,”sneeredRyuguinresponse.
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Watchingasthetwosubordinatesthenglaredviciouslyathimlookingliketheywerereadytopounce

thesecondhedisagreed,Sukecouldonlyyell,“H-howabsolutelyvile…!”

Followingthat,Sukeimmediatelyclosedthedoor,knowingthathewoulddieifheevenattemptedto

leave.Thinkingback,hisdeathwouldprobablybemorebeneficialtothem.Afterall,notonlywould

therebeonelessinsiderwhoknewabouttheFutabatargetingincident,butthey’dalsobefreetotake

allthebenefitsforthemselves!

Nowthathefinallyrealizedallthis,Sukewasalreadyregrettingimmediatelyrushinghereaftersuffering

throughallthathumiliation.Hadhethoughtthisthroughbackthen,hecould’vebroughtalongtwo

strongconfidantswithhim!Ifthathadhappened,hewouldn’thaveendedupbeingcorneredthis

pitifully!

Eitherway,afterthinkingaboutallthisforawhile,Sukesighedasheplacedhishandonthetable,

hopingtogethisphoneandcallsomeonetosavehim.However,whenhecouldn’tfeelanythingthere,

Sukeraisedaslightbrowasheturnedtolookatthetable…onlytorealizethathisphonewasgone!

Slamminghisfistontothetable,SukeguessedthatRyugumusthavetakenhisphoneawayearlier!Now

thathedidn’thavehisphoneanymore,Sukecouldnolongercontactothers…!

Ryugu,ontheotherhand,hadwalkedquiteadistanceawaybythispoint.Fishingoutthephonethathe

hadstolenfromSuke,Ryuguthenlookedatitforawhilebeforetossingittothefloorandstompingon

it!ItwasonlyoncethephonehadsnappedinhalfwhenRyugufinallyleft,worryfree.

Asforthetrio,theywerealreadymakingtheirwaybacktotheFutabamanorwhenAidenwhohad

honestlybeenpreparedtogoallouttodaycouldn’thelpbutask,“So…Whydidn’twegetridofthem

today…?”



Smilingsubtlyinresponse,Geraldsimplyreplied,“They’reanassassinfamily,Aiden.Itwon’tbeeasyto

trulygetridofthem.Besides,Ialreadyleftthemawarning.”

“Still…arewenotgoingtogetridofthematsomepoint?”mutteredAiden.

“Let’sjustseehowthingsgofirst.Iftheybehavethemselvesforawhile,wecanrethinktakingthemout.

Besides,I’mstillmoreinterestedineliminatingtheKanagawasfirst.Iftheydon’tbehavethemselvestill

I’mdonewithKaiandhisfamily,however,thenthey’llbenextinline!”explainedGerald.

Honestly,thoughhewasearlierpreparedtoresolveeverythingonceandforall,Geraldcouldn’thelp

butchangehismindthesecondheenteredthemanor.Asitturnedout,hehadunderestimatedhow

strongtheHanyustrulywere.Forone,hehadn’tanticipatedthemtohavesomanyassassins!

Whilehecoulddefinitelytakecareofthem,Geraldwaswellawarethathe’dneedtousehisHerculean

PrimordialSpirit.Inotherwords,itwouldcreateamesslargeenoughfortheentiretyofJapantorealize

thathehadattackedtheHanyus,andhereallydidn’twantthistoendupbecominganotherYanam

situation.

…

Withthatinmind,Geraldfiguredthathewouldonlydealwiththemonceandforallaftertheymade

theirthirdassassinationattempt.SincetheyhadalreadytriedassassinatingbothhimandFujiko,they

wereleftwithonlyonelastchancebeforehefinallylashedback.
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Oncethatthirdattempthappened,Geraldwouldn’tplayanymoregames.Hewasgoingtomakesure

hetookouttheHanyupatriarchandRyugu!

Atthatmoment,Fujikocouldn’thelpbutsay,“Honestly,though…Myfamilyhastrulybroughtyou



endlesstrouble.”

Afterall,hadGeraldnotsavedherbackthen,hewouldn’thavegotteninvolvedinallthisinthefirst

place.

“No,no,whoknows,Icouldrequireyourhelpinthefuture,”repliedGeraldwithasubtlesmileashe

wavedhishand,fullyawarethathewasinstillingthethoughtintoher.

Noddinginresponse,Fujikoimmediatelyreplied,“Nomatterwhatyourrequestis,I’llbesuretohelp

youout!”

Simplylaughingheartilyinresponse,Geraldthensaid,“I’llbetakingyourwordforit,then!”

Shortlyafter,thetrioarrivedatthemanor.AftersendingFujikobacktoherroom,GeraldtoldAidenand

MasterGhosttocometohisone.

OncethetwowereseatedaroundthetableinGerald’sroom,MasterGhostcouldn’thelpbutraisea

slightbrowashewatchedGeraldcarefullyclosethedoorandwindows.WithhowseriousGeraldwas

being,MasterGhostwaspromptedtoask,“What’sthematter?”

“It’snothingtooserious,honestly.Ijustwanttotalkaboutournextmove.Speakingofwhich,I’ve

alreadywarnedtheHanyupatriarchnottotryanythingfunnyanymore.Iftheybehave,I’llproperlydeal

withthemafterawhile.Iftheydon’t,however,I’llwipethemoffthefaceoftheearth!Regardless,I’m

nowgoingtofocusontakingsomeoneelseoutfirst,”repliedGeraldashejoinedthemaroundthetable.

“Hmm?Who?”askedAidenandMasterGhostatthesametime.

“Kai,ofcourse.Istillbelievethathe’stheonewhosentthathighrankingassassinafterme.Withthat

said,ifhe’sonlygoingtocontinuecausingmetrouble,Imayaswelleliminatehimbeforehehasthe

chancetohireanotherassassin,”repliedGeraldasbenarrowedhiseyes.Ifhedidn’tkillKaiwhilehe



could,GeraldwashonestlyworriedthatthenextassassinhesentwouldbeevenstrongerthanVulture.

“Justletmedothedeed!Don’tworry,you’llseehiscorpsebymorning!”volunteeredAiden.

“Don’tkillhimstraightoffthebat.Bringhimtotheabandonedhouseatthebackofthemanorinstead.I

stillwanttointerrogatehimaboutsomethings,”repliedGeraldwithanodashetookacigaretteout

beforetossingittoAiden.

Catchingthecigarette,Aidenwhowasalwaysenthusiastictodosuchmissionsimmediatelydeclared,

“Hellyeah!”

Followingthat,GeraldwatchedasAidendroveoffbeforeheeventuallybeganwalkingtothebackofthe

Futabamanor.Gerald,forone,trustedAiden’sstrength.Theboywas,afterall,aspecialforcessoldier

fromWeston.Withthatinmind,kidnappingKaiwasprettymuchacinchforhim.

Eitherway,astheabandonedhousescameintoview,GeraldrememberedTakuyamentioningthat

theseusedtobewarehouses.BackduringtheFutabafamily’sheyday,thesewarehouseswere

supposedlyconstantlyfilledwithgoods.Everynight,therewouldbedozensoftrucksalllinedup,

waitingtodeliverthegoods.However,whentheirfamilystarteddeclining,thewarehouseseventually

becameemptierandemptier.

Aboutfouryearshadpassedsincethen,leavingthesewarehousescompletelyabandonedamongthe

tallgrass.Someofthemweresodilapidatedthathugechunksofthemhadalreadycrumbled.

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenopenedthedoorofoneofthesturdierlookingwarehouses…onlyto

instantlybegreetedbyacloudofdust!Caughtoffguard,Geraldendedupcoughingforquiteawhile

beforeheeventuallyactivatedhisHerculeanPrimordialSpirit.Sendingapulseofenergyoutofhisbody,

theenergywasapparentlyenoughtoblowawayanyremainingdustinthearea.
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Lookingathowdustfreethewarehousenowwas,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutchuckleashesaid,“Not

bad…Soitcanbeusedforcleaningupaswell!”

Followingthat,Geraldfoundasturdyboxtositonbeforeclosinghiseyes…Ashethoughtabout

YearningIsland,twohoursquicklycameandwent.Geraldonlysnappedoutofitwhenheheard

footstepsinthedistance,accompaniedbysomeoneyelling,“Unhandme!Don’tyouknowwhoIam?!

I’llcallitevenifyouletmefreeandleaveJapanimmediately!Otherwise,you’llbedeadbymorning!”

“Cutthecr*pandjustgetinalready!”

Familiarwithbothofthosevoices,GeraldthenwatchedasAidentossedKaiintothewarehouse.

Illuminatedbymoonlight,thepitifulKaiwhowasinpainslowlycrawledtohisfeetbeforepointingat

Aidenandyelling,“W-whoevenareyou?!We’venevermetbefore!I’msureyou’vekidnappedthe

wrongperson!”

“Whilethat’strueforhim,thesamecan’tbesaidforus,canitnow,Mr.Kanagawa?”repliedGerald

fromwithinthedarkness.

Recognizingthatvoiceanywhere,Kaiimmediatelyturnedaround,shudderingashestuttered,“G-

Gerald…?!Whatareyoudoinghere…?”

“Whywouldn’tIbe?Afterall,Iwastheonewhosenthimouttogetyou!”repliedGeraldwithasubtle

smile.

Piecingtogetherwhatwashappeningandrealizingthathewasn’tgoingtogetoutofthisplaceinone

piece,Kaiwaspromptedtoask,“W-whatareyouplanningtodowithme?”

“Nothingmuch,really.Ijustwantedtoaskyouafewquestions.Yousee,afewdaysago,anassassin

attemptedtotakemeoutwhenIwasstillonthetraininggrounds.Yousenthimafterme,didn’tyou?”

repliedGeraldasheshookhisheadbeforeglaringatKai,hopingtoseehisreaction.



Asexpected,Kaiinstantlywentpaleuponhearingthat.Afterhesitatingforamoment,heeventually

replied,“Thathasnothingtodowithme!”

“Isthatso?BecauseasfarasI’mconcerned,theassassinadmittedthatyouweretheonewhohired

him.”

“Bullsh*t!”retortedKaiwhoknewforafactthatVulturewasprofessionalenoughtoneverexposehis

identity,evenwhenhewassecondsfromdeath!

“Sothat’syourresponse?Isee…Isee…”repliedGerald,histoneascomposedasever.

Forcingonacalmfaçade,Kaithengulpedbeforeasking,“B-besides…WhywouldIsendanassassinafter

you?”

“Hmm?Don’tyouwantmedead?”repliedGerald.

Chapter2204

“OfcourseI-!”

Realizingthathehadaccidentallydeclaredhistruethoughts,Kaiquicklybithistonguebeforeclearing

histhroatashesaid,“…Thatwasaslipofthetongue.WhileIdon’tlikeyou,Idon’thateyoutothe

pointofwantingyoudeadeither!Theconflictbetweenusjustisn’tthatserious!Speakingofwhich,I’m

notinterestedinFujikoanymore!Ifyouwanthersomuch,youcanhaveher!”

“Cutthecr*p,Mr.Kanagawa.Look,there’sonlythetwoofushere.Tellmethetruth,andmaybeI’lllet

youoff.Mindyou,thisisonlybecauseI’mpayingrespecttoyourfather,”repliedGeraldashegestured

forAidentoleavethembefornow.



“B-butIneverhiredanyonetoassassinateyou…!”mutteredKaiasheavertedhisgaze.Kai,forone,

didn’tbelieveGeraldatall.Afterall,hewascurrentlytrappedsomeplacewherehisscreamsforhelp

couldn’tbeheard!Withthatinmind,hewassurethatonceheadmittedtohiringVulture,hewas

definitelygoingtodieheretoday…!Besides,hewasstillprettysurethatVulturehadn’tbetrayedhim.

“Isthatso…?”repliedGeraldasheshookhisheadbeforenarrowinghiseyesattheterrifiedman.

WatchingasGeraldthenlitacigarettebeforesquattingbeforehim,Kaigulpedashestuttered,“L-look,

ifyoudon’thavetheevidencethatIhiredtheassassin,thenyou’reessentiallyjustkidnappingme!The

lawwillbeafteryourhead!”

“Oh?Soyoudoknowabitaboutthelaw.Unfortunatelyforyou,theJapaneselawcan’tprotectyou

here,”repliedGeraldwithasmugsmilebeforehegottohisfeetandstompedonKai’shand!

“I-ithurts…!”criedKai,nowmoreterrifiedthanever.

Afterall,nobodyhadevendaredtobullyhimbeforeasachild!Thisharshtreatmentwasunlike

anythinghehadeverexperiencedbefore…!

WhenGeraldintensifiedtheforceofhisfootandKaiattemptedtowithdrawhishand,hequickly

realizedthatasidefromtheexcruciatingpainhecouldn’tevenmovehisfingersanymore!Nowlyingon

thegroundalmostcompletelyparalyzedfrompain,

Kairaisedhishead,glaringatGeraldashegrowled,“W-whatthehellareyoutryingtoachieve,

Gerald…?!I’mtheyoungmasteroftheKanagawafamily…!Ifyoudaredoanythingelsetome,you’ll

surelypayaheavyprice!”

IgnoringKai’sthreats,Geraldsimplyincreasedtheforceofhisfoot,sendingevenmorejoltsofpain

runningdownKai’sarm…!



Unabletobearthepainanylonger,Kaiwhofeltthatallthebonesinhishandwouldshatterifhedidn’t

actquickcriedout,“I…I’llsayit!I’lltellyoueverythingIknow…!”

“Goon,”repliedGeraldasheslowlyliftedhisleg,hiseyebrowraisedtheentiretime.

“I-it’struethatIhiredthatassassin…HisnameisVulture,andhe’srankedseventhintheinternational

assassinlist…!”whimperedKaiasheheldontohisachinghand.

“Oh?Seventh,yousay?Youmustreallywantmedead,”repliedGerald,feelingslightlysurprised.No

wonderhesensedthatVulturewasalittletoostrongtobearegularassassinbackthen.
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“W-whatevenisthepointofsayingallthisnow…Haven’tyoualreadygottenridofVulture?”muttered

KaiwhowasprettysurethatVulturehadbeendefeatedsinceGeraldwassittingheresocasually.

“Ihave.Regardless,dotellmewhatelseyou’vedone,”repliedGerald,gladthatKaiwasfinallytalking.

“W-well…beforeVulture,IalsohiredRyugutohandleyou,andIthinkhesentEndoandIzumiover…

They’restilllockedupinhere,right…?”saidKaiashelookedatGerald.Nowthathehadalready

mentionedVulture,therewasnopointhidingtherestofwhathehaddone.Withanyluck,hewouldn’t

havetodiehereatsuchayoungage.

“…Oh?Youweretheonewhosentthem?”repliedGerald,feelingslightlysurprised.Asitturnedout,Kai

hadbeenworkingwiththeHanyusthisentiretimewithouthimknowing.

“Itwas…Eitherway,afteryoutookEndoandIzumidown,Ryugutoldmethathewouldn’tgoafteryou

forquiteawhile…That’swhyIhiredVultureintheend,thoughIneverexpectedyoutokillhimtoo…”

mutteredKaiashesighed.IfnotevenatopassassincouldtakeGeralddown,thenKaiknewthatifhe

continuedtargetingGerald,hewasdefinitelygoingtobetheonedeadintheend…!



“Isee…anythingelse?”askedGerald.

“That’sall!”criedoutKai,hishatredforGeraldnowmoreimmensethanever.Evenso,Kaistillvalued

hislifemorethanhisego.

“Hmm…Verywell,then.I’lltrustyouforthetimebeing,”repliedGeraldwhocouldtellfromKai’s

terrifiedexpressionthattheboywasn’tlying.

“T-then…CanIleavenow…?”askedKaiasheslowlygottohisfeet.

“Notsofast,”repliedGeraldashegrabbedKai’sarmbeforesmilingashesuddenlyintensifiedhisgrip!

Withasickening‘snap’Kai’sarmwasbrokencleaninhalf,resultinginKaiwailinginagony…!

BythetimeGeraldfinallyletgo,Kai’sarmcouldonlyswinglimplyoffhisshoulder.

WatchingasthetremblingKaiwhoalreadyhadveinsbulgingonhisforeheadheldtightlyontohisaching

arm,GeraldsimplyshookhisheadbeforelookingKaiintheeyesashesaid,“Considerthistobea

warning.IfyoueverdaretolayafingeronmeortheFutabasagain,I’llbetakingouteverysingle

memberofyourfamily.TheKanagawaswillsimplyvanishoffthefaceoftheplanet…DoIhavemyself

clear?”

“L-loudandclear…!”whimperedKaiasheboltedoutofthere,afraidthatGeraldwouldchangehismind

ifhehungaroundanylonger…!

NowthatKaiwasgone,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsigh.Shortlyafter,Aidenenteredandasked,“Arewe

reallylettinghimoffthateasily…?”
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“I’vealreadygivenhimasternwarning,soheshouldn’tdaretomakeanothermove.Besides,keepin

mindthathe’sstilltheyoungestsonoftheKanagawafamily.Wecan’tjustgetridofsomeonewithsuch

ahighstatusthateasily,”repliedGeraldashepuffedonhiscigarette.

“…SoWhy’dyousayyouweregoingtotakedownthosetwofamiliesthisafternoon?Intheend,youlet

boththeHanyusandKanagawasgo!”mutteredAidenwithasigh,makingitclearthathehadbeen

expectingtofightthisentiretime.

“Oh,we’lldefinitelybegettingridofthem,butnotyet.Don’tworry,whenthetimecomes,I’lldefinitely

askyoutocomealong,”repliedGerald,whoknewAiden’spersonalitywell.

“…Promise?”saidAiden,hismoodinstantlyimproving.

“HaveIeverliedtoyou?Eitherway,let’sheadbacktogetsomerestfirst.Westillhaveotherimportant

thingstodotomorrow,”repliedGeraldashethrewhiscigarettebuttawaybeforepattingAidenonthe

shoulder.

“…Oh?Whatthings?”

“You’llfindouttomorrow,”repliedGeraldwithasubtlesmile.

Afteragoodnight’srest,arefreshedGeraldwasjustabouttoleavehisroom…Onlytorealizethatupon

openinghisdoorovertenpeoplewerestandingtherewaitingforhim!

RealizingthattheseweretheindividualswhohadlefttheFutabamanorafewnightsback,Gerald

couldn’thelpbutfrownashesaid,“Andwhatareallofyoudoinghere?”

Gerald,forone,didn’thaveagoodimpressionofthesepeople.Haditnotbeenforthefactthathe



didn’twanttocauseamesshere,hewould’vedriventhemoutofthisplaceassoonashecould!

“…Well,wecamebacktodealwithsomethings,andsincewehaven’tmetinawhile,wedecidedtopay

youavisitsincewewerealreadyhere,”explainedoneofthemenasheforcedalaugh.”

“Isee.Well,nowthatyou’vemetme,doleavemebe,”repliedGeraldasheattemptedtoclosethedoor.

GrabbingontothedoortopreventGeraldfromclosingit,thesamemanthenimmediatelyexclaimed,“P

-pleasewaitamoment!Thetruthis,we’reheretodiscusssomethingwithyou…!”

Feelingaslightheadachecoming,Geraldthenasked,“…What’sthisreallyabout…?”

Clearinghisthroat,themanreplied,“…Well,we’reheretoexplainourselves…Yousee,wedidn’tstayin

themanorbackthensincewedidn’twanttotroublethepatriarchanymorethanweneededto.With

thatsaid,nowthatthingsarestartingtolookupagain,we’reconsideringmovingbacktohelpthe

Futabafamilyreturntoitsformerglory.So…ifthere’sanythingwecandotohelp,pleasetellusnow,

mister!We’lldefinitelydoourbesttofulfillwhatwecan!”

“That’sright,mister!We’lldowhateveryoutellusto!”

“Wellsaid!AsFutabasourselves,wecan’tjustallowourfamilytocrumble!”declaredtheotherFutabas

withdeterminedtones.Ifonedidn’tknowanybetter,they’dsurelybemovedtohearhowdetermined

theyweretobettertheirfamily.Unfortunatelyforthem,Geraldhadalreadywitnessedtheirtruecolors.

Withthatinmind,Geraldwhodidn’twanttowasteanymoretimetalkingtothemsimplyreplied,“Save

thespeechforthepatriarch.I’mjustaguesthere,anditwouldn’tberightformetomeddleinyour

familyaffairs.”



“That…B-butthepatriarchfullytrustsyou!Withthatsaid,Ibelievethatwe’resayingallthistotheright

person!”declaredoneoftheotherFutabas.Afterall,talkingaboutallthistoTakuyawasjustawasteof

timeandmoney!TheywerealljustheretofawnonGerald!

Chapter2207

“You’reallseriouslyannoying,youknowthat?BeforeGeraldrevealedhisrelationshipwiththe

Yamashitas,allofyousimplywantedtokickhimoutsothatyoucouldleechoffthefamilywithoutany

furtherdelays.Areyouseriouslybutteringhimupnowafterwhatyou’vealldone?Evenanidiotcould

tellwhatyou’rereallytryingtoachieve!”scoffedAidenashewalkeddownthehallway.Hehadcome

overtomeetGerald,andwhenherealizedwhatwashappening,hecouldn’thelpbutmockthosepitiful

individuals.

“Whatwasthat?!Whothehellevenareyou?!”

“Mustbesomenewservantorsomething!”yelledafewoftheFutabas,angeredbyAiden’s

straightforwardness.Afterall,theyofallpeopleknewthateverywordhesaidwastrue!

GettingincreasinglyannoyedwiththemafterwatchingthemdissonAiden,Geraldwhowantedvery

badlytokickallofthemouttookinadeepbreathbeforesaying,“Aiden,comeoverhere.”

UponrealizingthatAidenwaswithGerald,theotherFutabasimmediatelyfelttheirjawsdrop.Tothink

thathewaswithGerald!Nowthattheyknewthis,theycouldn’thelpbutlowertheirheadsinshame,

regrettingtheirpreviousattitudetowardAiden.Still,iftheyhadn’tretorted,thatwould’vesignifiedthat

whatAidenhadsaidwastrue!

Regardless,AidenwasmuchmorestraightforwardthanGerald.Withthatinmind,hesimplyreplied,

“justkickthemoutalready.Thesepeoplejustwantprofitanditclearlyshows!Besides,thepatriarch

hasalreadywarnedusaboutthem.Ifwearen’tcareful,they’llexploitustillwe’renothingbutbare

bones!”

“W-withallduerespect,mister,we’resincereinhelpingthefamilydevelop!Thewaywedothingsisjust

different!Remember,we’reFutabasaswell!There’snowaywe’devendreamofharmingourfamily!”



declaredanotherFutabawhoknewbetterthantoscowlback,nowthatheknewthatAidenwaswith

Gerald.

“That’squiteenough.Ifallofyouarethisfree,gogetyourbreakfasttogetherorsomething!”grumbled

Geraldashegesturedforthemtoleave.Afterbumpingintotheseidiotsthisearlyinthemorning,

Geraldwasprettysurethathismoodwouldbedowntheentireday.

JustasGeraldwasabouttoclosethedooragain,thepanickedFutabasinstantlybeganyelling,“P-please

don’tlistentohim,Mr.Crawford…!Wereallyareputtingthefamilyfirst!Justsoyouknow,we’ve

alreadydoneplentytohelpthefamilyinsecret!Ifyou’reinterested,wecanelaborateonwhatwe’ve

done!”

“Beatit!”growledGeraldasheglaredattheannoyingcrowd,promptingthemtotakeafewstepsback

inbothfearandshock.Seeinghischance,GeraldthenpulledAidenintohisroombeforeslammingthe

doorshut…!

Afterthingsquieteddown,Aidenpouredhimselfaglassofwaterdowningitinonegobeforeasking,

“So…Whatthehellweretheydoinghere?”

“HowshouldIknow?TheywerealreadywaitingtherethesecondIopenedthedoor!”repliedGeraldin

ahelplesstone.Hereallyhadn’texpectedthemtobethiscrazy!

“Howannoying!Thepatriarchshouldreallyconsiderdisowningthemfromthefamilyalready!Keeping

themaroundwillonlyspellruinfortheFutabas!”scoffedAideninresponse.

“Ibelievethatthepatriarchknowshowtoappropriatelydealwiththis.FromwhatIcantell,he’salready

planningondoingthatoncethingscalmdownabit.Eitherway,noneofthisconcernsus.Remember,

ourgoalisonlytogetthekeytoYearningIsland,nothingelse,”repliedGerald,clearlystillconcerned

abouthissisterandparents.Thesoonerhecouldsavethem,thebetter.
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Afterabriefsigh,GeraldpausedforamomentbeforeturningtolookatAidenwhileasking,“…Actually,

holdon.Whatareyoudoingherethisearlyinthefirstplace?”

“Huh?Didn’tyousaythatweweredoingsomethingtoday?I’mheretoaskyouaboutit!”repliedAiden

ashesmackedhisforehead.Tothinkthatthoseidiotshadnearlycausedhimtoforgetwhyhewas

here!”

“Ah.Well,it’snothingmuch.Ijustwantedyoutoheadsomeplacewithme,”explainedGeraldashegot

tohisfeet.

WatchingasGeraldthenputhiscoatonbeforeopeningthedoor,Aidenwhoquicklygotupaswellwas

promptedtoask,“Whereto?”

“TheFareastConsortium.Ipreviouslygavethemahand,yousee,sotheirchairmanowesmeafavor.

SincetheFutabasrequirehelpnow,Imayaswellusethischancetogetthatfavordonewith,”replied

Gerald.

Eitherway,uponseeingGeraldstepout,theFutabasfrombeforewhowerejustabouttoleave

immediatelyencircledhimagain,thoughtheymadesuretokeeptheirdistance.

“Um…Mister-”

“Youshouldbewellawareofmyrelationshipwiththepatriarch.OnemorewordorstepforwardandI’ll

removeyoufromthefamily,noquestionsasked,”growledGeraldasheglaredatthem.

Uponhearingthat,everyoneimmediatelywentsilent,knowingfullwellthatGeraldwasn’tkidding.

Besides,sinceTakuyahadobeyedGerald’sordersthroughoutthatfamilymeeting,ithonestlyfeltlike

Geraldwasthefamily’sactualpatriarch.



Whateverthecasewas,allofthemcouldonlyfollowandstareasGeraldandAidengotintotheircar

beforeleavingthemanortogether.Itwasatthatpointwhentheyfinallyacceptedthattheyweren’t

goingtogetanythingoutofthis.

Truthbetold,theyhadalreadyanticipatednotgettinganyimmediatebenefitswithGeraldtakingthe

lead.Withthatinmind,theirsolegoaltodayhadbeentomakeagoodimpressiononGerald.

Unfortunately,itseemedthattheiractionshadthecompleteoppositeeffectonhim.

Movingbacktotheduo,AidenfoundhimselfgettingincreasinglyboredasGeralddroveon.Eventually,

hestartedlookinguptheFareastConsortiumontheinternetandbythetimehewasdone,hecouldn’t

helpbutyellinsurprise.

Naturally,thisshockedGerald,promptinghimtolookatAidenbeforeasking,“What?What

happened?!”

“I-Ijustdidn’texpecttheFareastConsortiumtobethispowerful…!It’sinthetopfivegroupsinJapan…!

FromwhatI’vemanagedtogather,thegrouphasamarketvalueofabilliondollars…!”exclaimedAiden

whohadinitiallythoughtthattheywerejustasmallgroup.Nowthatheknewallthis,Aidenlearnedto

neverunderestimateGerald’ssocialconnections…!

“Isee…andyes,they’reworthquiteabit.Eitherway,thoughIhaven’tcontactedthatgroupinyears,

thechairmanshouldstillrememberthefavorheowesme…”mutteredGeraldwhohadtoadmitthathe

onlyrememberedthisfavorinthefirstplaceduetotheFutabafamily’scrisis…

“Howawesome!”exclaimedAidenashegaveGeraldthethumbsup.

“Don’tgolookingtoomuchintothis,we’remerelyheadingovertoaskhimtoleadusahand.While

we’reatit,wemayaswellaskhimtotreatustoamealaswell,”repliedGeraldwhocaredlittleabout

thechairman’sstatus.Afterall,itwasn’tasthoughthechairmanwasgoingtobeabletohelphimsave

hisparentsandsister.



Regardless,sincetheFutabamanorwasquitefarawayfromtheFareastConsortium,theduoonlygotto

thecitythegroupwasinatnoon.

Beingoneofthetopfiveconsortiumsinthecountry,theFareastConsortiumboastedawhoppingforty

floors,makingitstandoutamongtheotherbuildingsinthecity.Infact,duetoitsimportance,the

Japanesegovernmentevensetupstreetsinfrontofthebuildingtofacilitateentryandpotentially

furtherdevelopthegroup.

Eitherway,uponseeingthebuilding’smassivesignboard,Geraldparkedtheircarinfrontofthebuilding

beforesaying,“Well,thisisit.”
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Beforetheywereevenabletostepawayfromthecar,theywatchedasasecurityguardcamerunning

overtothem.AfterbrieflysizingGeraldup,theguardthensaid,“I’msorry,butyoucan’tparkhere

withoutpermission!Thisparkingareabelongstotheconsortium!Withthatsaid,pleaseleave!”

Uponhearingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfrownslightly.Whileheknewthatthisguardwassimply

actingaccordingtoprotocol,itdidn’tchangethefactthattheguard’stonewasannoying.Whateverthe

casewas,Geraldsimplyreplied,“I’mheretomeetDerrickZima.Ifhe’sin,justtellhimthatGerald’s

lookingforhim.”

“DerrickZima?Areyouevenawarethathe’sthechairmanoftheFareastConsortium?Withthatsaid,

whodoyouthinkyouare?Doyouthinkhe’llmeetyoujustbecauseyouwanthimto?Eitherway,beatit

alreadybeforeIcallmoreguardsovertokickyouout!”scoffedtheguardafterlaughingoutloud.

Uponhearingthatname,Aidencouldn’thelpbutwhisperinGerald’sear,“Theconsortium’sbossisa

Westoner…?”

“Indeed.HecameovertoJapanafewdecadesagotomakealiving,andwithabitofluck,hemanaged

togettowhereheistoday.Well,Isaythat,buthe’squitestrongaswell,whichisprobablyhowhe



avoidedgettingsiftedoutinthebeginning,”explainedGeraldwithanod.Whilehedidn’tknowmuch

aboutDerrick,GeraldwascertainaboutDerrick’sstrength.

“CeasethewhisperingandgetlostalreadybeforeIgetangry…Justsoyoutwoknow,literallyeveryone

wantstomeetthechairman!Justsoyouknow,evensuperiorsofthemilitaryhavetomake

appointmentsjusttogettomeethim!Thatshouldexplainplenty,sobeatitandstopwastingmytime!

ConsiderthismylastwarningbeforeIcallmoreguardsover!”grumbledtheguardwhenherealizedthat

thetwoweren’tkeenonleavinganytimesoon.Haditnotbeenforthefactthatthereweresomany

peoplearound,hewould’vesurelyshovedthemawaybynow!

“Let’snotgettoococky,shallwe?Listenhere,yourchairmanismyfriend’soldpal,andheoweshima

favor!Howaboutyoustopwastingourtimeandtellhimaboutusalready!”scowledAidenwhowas

gettingslightlyimpatient.

“Hah!Whatajoke!I’veneverheardthechairmanowinganyonefavorsbefore!”retortedtheguardwith

aroaroflaughter.

“I’lljustcallhim,”repliedGeraldwhodidn’twanttowasteanymoretimehere.

Turnngaroundtomakehiscall,itwasbarelyevenasecondafterhedialedDerrick’snumberwhenthe

callconnectedandanexcitedvoiceasked,“Gerald?”

“It’sbeenawhile.Firstthing’sfirst,I’mcurrentlyatyourconsortium’sgroundfloortodiscusssome

thingswithyou.However,yourguard’sblockingmyway,”repliedGerald.

“You’rewhere?!Givemeafewminutes.I’llbethereinnotime,”saidDerrickbeforehangingup.

Slippinghisphoneintohispocket,GeraldthenlookedatAidenbeforesaying,“He’scomingdownsoon.”



“Areyouguysforreal?Youshouldconsideractingasacareer,youalmostlookliketherealdeal!

Regardless,let’sseeifthechairmanactuallycomesover!”scoffedtheguardashelaughedheartily,

thinkingthatGeraldhadlosthismarbles.

Withhowloudlyhehadbeenspeakingaboutthechairman,thesurroundingpeoplecouldn’thelpbut

flockaroundthetrio.Bytheendofit,therewereabouttenpeoplewhisperingamongthemselves,

wonderinghowthiswouldend.
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Uponseeinghowmanypeoplehadgathered,theguardcouldn’thelpbutdeclare,“Allofyou!Getthis,

thesetwoclaimedtoknowourconsortium’schairman!Notonlythat,butafter‘givinghimacall’they

saidthathe’scomingdowntomeetthemsoon!Waitalongtoseeifheactuallycomes!Ifhedoesn’t…

Thenjoinmeinkickingthemout!”

“Theywhatnow?Hey,doyoutwoevenknowhowfamousourchairmanis?Howthehellcouldanyone

likeyoutwoeverdeservetomeethim!”

“Iknowright?Justkickthemoutwhileyoucan!Whoknowswherethesemaniacsarefrom!”scoffed

thesurroundingindividualswhoallworkedattheFareastConsortium.

Theywererighttobedoubtful.Afterall,despiteworkinghereforsolong,theythemselveshardlyever

gotthechancetoseethechairman,thoughthiswasmostprobablybecausethechairmanwasalways

abroadandmakingmorebusinessdeals.Eventhen,theseweretheluckierfewwhoevengotthechance

tocatchglimpsesofhimintheflesh.

Manywithintheconsortiumhadneverevenseenthechairmanbefore,saveforhisphotographinthe

lobby.Atbest,theywouldbeabletocatchglimpsesofhisexclusivehelicoptertouchingdownatoptheir

building.

Whateverthecasewas,afterhearingtheircomments,Aidencouldn’thelpbutblushasheasked,“How

longisitgoingtotakeforDerricktocomedown,Gerald…?”



Honestly,ifGeraldwasn’tbyhisside,hewould’vealreadystartedarguingwiththem.However,heknew

betterthantobehavethatwaywithGeraldhere,sohewasforcedtokeepquiet,naturallymakinghim

extremelysulkyaboutthesituation.

Geraldhimselfhardlytooktheircommentsseriously,sobesimplyreplied,“Justwaitforabit.”

Finally,abouttenminuteslater,thebuilding’sdoorswereopenedbyasecurityguardandoutjoggeda

suitedmiddleagedmanwithaslickbackhairstyle.Honestly,hewasmovingsoquicklythathenearly

toppleddownthestairs!

Regardless,uponseeinghim,everyonewasquicklystunned.Afterall,thepersonwasnoneotherthan

Derrick!Someofthemevendiddoubletakessincetheyweren’tusedtoseeinghiminperson!

Eitherway,uponseeingGerald,Derrickstraightenedhissuitbeforeenthusiasticallywalkinguptohim

whilesaying,“Gerald!Ittrulyhasbeenagessincewelastmet!”

Chucklinginresponse,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Oh,Icould’vemetyoutenminutesearlierifyour

subordinateshadjustallowedmein!”

Naturally,DerrickimmediatelycaughtontowhatGeraldwasimplying.Withthat,hequicklyturnedto

facehisemployeesbeforegrowling,“Listenhere!ThismangoesbyMr.GeraldCrawford,andhe’savery

importantfriendofmine!Ifyoudareblockhimfromenteringagain,you’llinstantlybefired!Gotthat?”

“L-loudandclear…!”whimperedthefrightenedemployeeswhowerefrozeninfear.Tothinkthatthese

twoordinarymenactuallyknewtheirchairman…!Hadtheynotwitnessedthiswiththeirowneyes,they

surelywouldn’thavebelievedanyofthis!

Uponhearingtheirresponse,DerrickthenturnedhisgazetowardGeraldagainbeforesaying,“Nowthat



that’ssettled…Pleasecomethisway,Gerald.Honestly,youarrivedjustintime!Ijustreturnedfromthe

WesternUnionafewhoursago,youknow?Hadyouarrivedbeforethen,Iwould’vesurelyhadtomake

youwaitevenlonger!”

“Isee…CouldIbedisturbingyourtestrightnow?”repliedGeraldwithasmile.

“Notatall!Truthbetold,I’vebeenlookingforwardtoyourvisitforages!WhileIwould’vepaidyoua

visitmyself,Iknowhowbusyyoucanget.Whatmore,you’realwaysmovingaround,soIfiguredthat

it’dbebestformetowaitforyouinstead.It’sthereasonwhyIhaven’tmadeamoveevenafterall

theseyears.Ireallyhopeyoudon’tmindthat!”

Chapter2211

Followingthat,Derrickwhosebodyguardssurroundedthegroupofthreeledtheduointothebuilding,

leavingthepreviousemployeesstaringattheirbacks,completelystupefied.Throughouttheirmany

yearsworkinghere,theyhadneverseentheirchairmanbeingsoclosewithanyone,notthattheyhad

manychancestoseehiminthefirstplace.

Whateverthecasewas,thetriosoongotintoanelevatorandheadedtothetopfloor…Theentirefloor

wasDerrick’soffice,andtheelevatordoorsopened,GeraldandAidenweregreetedbythesightofat

leastadozenyoungindividualsrunninghereandthere.Fromthewaytheyweredressed,theyappeared

tobeDerrick’ssecretaries…

“Thisway,please!”saidDerrickashegesturedforGeraldandAidentocontinuefollowinghim,ignoring

thechaoticscene.

Oncetheygottohistable,Derricktookhiscoatoffbeforemakingsometea.Beforehesatatthetable

again,hemadesuretogetapackofcigarettesthathadbeengiventohimbytheJapaneseroyalfamily

fromthecabinetaswell.

AsDerekplacedthecigarettesbeforetheyouth,Geraldwhohadnoticedthepileofdocumentson

Derrick’sdeskcouldn’thelpbutrubhistempleashemuttered,“Youknow,I’mfinecominganother

timeifyou’rebusy…”



“I’mnotbusyatall!Ifyou’retalkingaboutthosedocuments,mysecretariescanhandlethose!Withthat

said,you’remypriorityhere,sodon’tworryaboutanythingelse!”repliedDerrickasheshookhishead

withagrin.

“Youhaven’tchangedonebit,haveyou?”saidGeraldasheshookhisheadwithasmile.

Noddinginresponse,DerrickthenturnedtolookatAidenbeforecordiallyasking,“Speakingofwhich,

whomightthisbe?”

“Ah,IgobyAidenBaker,andI’mGerald’sfriend!”repliedAidenasheoutstretchedhishand,hisearlier

badmoodnowcompletelygoneduetoDerrick’senthusiasm.

“AnyfriendofGerald’sisafriendofmine!Speakingofwhich,takemynamecard.Ifyoueverfaceany

issuesinJapaninthefuture,justgivemearingandI’llseetoit!”repliedDerrickasheshookAiden’s

handbeforehandinghimacard.

“I’llkeepthatinmind,”repliedAidenasheslippedthecardintohispocket.

“Gladtohearthat!Eitherway,IhopeyoutwoarehungrysinceI’mabouttoordersomefood!Don’t

worry,we’llbeeatinginmyoffice!Also,betweenyouandme,IstillpreferWestondisheseventhough

I’vebeenlivingherealltheseyears,”saidDerrickashepressedabuttononhisdesk.

Shortlyafter,asecretaryenteredtheroombeforeasking,“Youcalled,ChairmanZima?”

“Indeed.Orderthetastiestdishesyoucanthinkofandbringabottleofgoodwineovertoo!Besnappy

aboutit!”repliedDerrick,promptinghissecretarytonodbeforequicklyleaving.



Withthatoutoftheway,DerrickthenlookedatGeraldbeforesaying,“Nowthen…Sinceyoucamehere

outoftheblue,I’massumingyouneedhelpwithsomething?”

“Bingo,”repliedGerald.

“I’mallears!I’vealreadymadeanumberofconnectionswithinJapaninthepastfewyears,soI’msure

I’llbeabletohelp!”declaredDerrickwhoknewthathewouldn’tbeenjoyingallthisgloryhadGerald

notsavedhimbackthen.Hell,hecould’vediedifGeraldhadn’tsteppedin!

“I’msureyoucan.Beforeanythingelse,doyouknowabouttheFutabas?”askedGerald.

“Theyusedtobearelativelystrongfamilyhere,right?Infact,IthinkI’veevencooperatedwiththem

beforeinpreviousyearsbeforetheirbusinessstartedplummeting.That’stheextentofwhatIknow

aboutthem…”mutteredDerrickafterthinkingaboutitforawhile.
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“Well,I’mheretodaytotalkaboutthatfamily’sissues,”repliedGeraldashelitacigarette.

“…Oh?Youhaverelationswithotherfamilieshere?”askedDerrickwhothoughtthatGeraldonlyknew

himintheentiretyofJapan.

“Thewholestoryisprettycomplicatedtoexplaininjustonesitting,butessentially,I’mheretoaskif

you’rewillingtolendtheFutabasahandtohelpthemgetthroughtheircurrentcrisis,”repliedGerald.

“Well,consideritdone!”repliedDerrickwithouteventhinkingtwice.

“Justlikethat?Aren’tyouworriedthatI’llusethisagainstyou?”saidGeraldwithachuckle.



“Ohplease,yousavedmylifebackthen!Sowhatifyoutakemedown?Hell,Iwouldn’tmindgivingyou

myposition!Regardless,dotellthemembersoftheFutabafamilytocomeover.Ijustsohappento

haveafewsuitablecontractsforthem.WhileIwasinitiallythinkingofgivingthemtooneofmynewly

acquiredcompanies,IguesstheFutabaswillbegettingthemnow!”repliedDerrickwithahearty

chuckle.

Noddinginresponse,GeraldthenpattedAidenonhisshoulderbeforesaying,“Contactthepatriarch

andtellhimtocomeover.”

“Onit!”repliedAidenashewalkedoutoftheofficetomakethecall.

WatchingasAidenleft,DerrickturnedtolookatGeraldbeforesaying,“Still,it’sbeen…what?Fivetosix

yearssincewelastpartedways?IneverthoughtthatI’dgettomeetyouagain!Iwasseriously

consideringpayingyouavisitduringtheyearendholidaysthisyear!”

“Aboutthatlong,yeah,”repliedGerald.

“Ittrulyhasbeenawhile…So,howhaveyoubeenthroughouttheseyears?”askedDerrick.

“Thingshavebeengood,thoughtherewereafewhiccupsalongtheway,oneofthembeingtheFutaba

family’splight.Ifyoucanhelpthem,thenyou’reseriouslyhelpingmeout,”repliedGeraldwithasmile.

“Justleaveittome.WithhowpowerfultheFareastConsortiumis,I’msurewecanworkthingsout!”

declaredDerrickashepattedhischest.

“Ibelieveinyou.Regardless,sinceyou’rehelpingmewiththis,I’mconsideringyourfavortobepaid

off,”repliedGeraldashenoddedslightly.

“Hmm?Don’tbesilly,thisisnothingtome!Remember,yousavedmylifebackthen!IfthisisallIneed

todotoreturnyourfavor,thenI’llfeelguiltyaboutittillthedayIdie!”declaredDerrick.



“Ifyouputitthatway…ThenIguessyoustillowemeone…”repliedGeraldasheshookhisheadwitha

chuckle.

Aftertalkingforawhilelonger,thesecretaryfrombeforereturnedwithmultipledishes.Seeingthat,

Derrickimmediatelyclearedhistable,givingthesecretaryroomtoplacethedishesbeforeopeninga

bottleofwhitewine.

Shortlyafter,Aidenreturnedaswellandsaid,“Mr.Futabawillbecomingoverrightaway.”

Uponhearingthat,DerrickwhoknewthatGeraldwouldonlyaskforhishelpiftheincidentwasa

seriousonewaspromptedtoask,“So…mindtellingmewhatyourrelationshipwiththeFutabafamily’s

patriarchis…?”

“I’llsharemoreaboutitifwehavethetimeafterthis.JustknowthatbyhelpingtheFutabas,youmayas

wellbesavingmylife!”repliedGeraldashesippedsomewhitewinebeforesmackinghislips.

SensinghowreluctantGeraldwastotalkmoreaboutit,Derrickthensaid,“…Well,alrightthen!”

Followingthat,theybegandiggingin.Inbetweenbites,DerricktalkedabouthowGeraldhadsavedhim

frombanditsmanyyearsprior,resultingintheboygettingseriouslyhurt.
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ListeningasDerricksharedthatoldtale,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutshakehisheadwithasmile.Afterall,

Geraldhaddoneplentyofsimilarthingsforothers,sohedidn’tparticularlyviewsavingDerrickas

anythingspecial.

Regardless,itwasalmostanhourandahalflaterwhentheyfinallyfinishedtheirmeal.Bythatpoint,



Derrickhadalreadydrunkmostofthewhitewine,andhisreddenedcheekwasnowpressedagainst

Gerald’sthighashecontinuedmumblingaboutthatyear’sincident.

Despitethat,Geraldwasn’tannoyedbyDerrick’sactions.Instead,hesimplycontinuedreplyingto

Derrick’swordswhichweregettingincreasinglyincoherent.

Thankfully,asecretarysoonentered.Uponseeingher,Geraldgesturedforhertocomeoverbefore

saying,“Gogetmorepeopletohelpyourchairmanup.Hedeservessomerest.”

Noddinginresponse,shethenleftbeforereturningwithmoresecretarieswhothenhelpedDerrickup

beforemovinghimintoanother,moreprivateroom.

Oncetheyweregone,Aidencouldn’thelpbutlookatGeraldasheasked,“…Hekeptrepeatingthe

sameincidentoverandoveragain…AndhereIthoughthejustowedyouaminorfavor!”

“IjusthappenedtobetherebackwhenIsavedhim,soIdon’treallytakethatincidenttoheart.Still,if

he’sthatthankfulaboutit,Idon’treallymind.I’mjustsurprisedthathe’sstillthisenthusiasticabout

helpingmeafteralltheseyears.Speakingofwhich,when’sthepatriarchgoingtoarrive?”repliedGerald

ashecrossedhislegs.

“Probablyinanhourortwo.Afterall,evenwedroveforanentiremorningtogethere!”saidAidenas

helookedatthetime.

“Isee…Bytheway,don’tyouneedtoreturntothemilitary?Thecompetition’sover,isn’tit?”asked

Gerald.

“AsI’vepreviouslysaid,I’llbegettingquitesometimeoffsinceIparticipatedinthecompetitioninthe

firstplace.Withthatinmind,Icanhelpyouforabitlonger!Youdon’tthinkI’inannoying,doyou?”

repliedAidenashescratchedthebackofhisheadwithagrin.



“Iwonderaboutthat,”saidGeraldashepattedAiden’sshoulderwithachuckle.

Eitherway,sinceDerrickwasnowsleeping,theduosimplywaitedwheretheywere.Occasionally,a

secretarywouldapproachthemandaskiftheyneededanything.Afterall,theyhadseenhowmuch

theirchairmanrespectedthem,sotheydidn’tdaretoneglecttheduo.

Whateverthecasewas,AidengotacallfromTakuyajustastheskywasgettingdark.Afterrelayingthe

informationtoGerald,Geraldinturncalledforoneofthesecretariesbeforesaying,“TheFutaba

patriarchisdownstairs.Pleaseleadhimup.”

Withthatsaid,Takuyasoonfoundhimselfenteringtheoffice.

UponseeingGeraldthere,Takuya’seyesinstantlywidenedasheasked,“…Huh?Whatareyoudoing

here,Gerald?”

Takuyawasrightfullysurprised.Afterall,theFutabaswereincomparabletotheFareastConsortium!

Theyhadonlybeenabletocooperatewiththembackthenoutofpureluck!

“Let’sjustsaythatIhaveanoldfriendhere.SinceIhadnothingbettertodotoday,IfiguredImayas

wellpayhimavisit,”repliedGeraldashehandedTakuyaacigarette.

“…B-butisn’tthisthechairman’soffice…?”askedTakuyaashelookedaroundthearea.

Ignoringhisquestion,Geraldsimplygesturedforasecretarytocomeoverbeforesaying,“Dopourhima

glassofwater.Also,ifthechairmanisstillasleep,pleasedon’twakehimup.”

“…Huh?But…whatifhepassesoutforeighthours…?”askedthesecretary.Whilethesecretary

would’venormallyprioritizedDerrick’ssleep,sincehenowknewhowprestigiousGeraldwas,hewas



rightfullyafraidthatthingswouldgetunnecessarilydelayed.
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“Justlethimrest,”repliedGeraldwithawaveofhishand.

“…Verywell.I’llbewaitingoutsideifyouneedmethen,”repliedthesecretary,feelingrelievedthathe

wouldn’tbeblamedattheendofthedaysinceGeraldhadalreadytoldhimnottowakeDerrickup.

Oncethesecretaryleft,Takuyawaspromptedtoask,“…So…youreallyareacquaintedwithChairman

Derrick…?”

“Iam,andI’mheretoaskforhishelp,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

“…Isee.So…whyexactlyamIhere…?Doyouneedmyhelpwithsomethingtoo…?”askedTakuyawho

wasstillhavingahardtimeregisteringallthis.

“Negative.You’reherebecauseItoldDerricktogivetheFutabasafewcontractstosign.Followingthat,

yourfamilyshouldbeabletoreturntoitsformergloryinnotimeatall.Don’tworry,Derrickwill

definitelygiveyouthebesttreatmentpossible,”explainedGeraldwithasubtlesmile.

“…W-what?!”exclaimedTakuyaasheinstantlygottohisfeet.

“Calmdown,patriarch.Heowedmeafavor,soI’msimplyaskinghimtogiveyouahand.It’snothingbig,

honestly.Withthatsaid,oncehewakesup,he’llletyouhavealookatthecontracts.Ifthereisn’ta

problem,thenyoucansignthemattheendoftheday,”repliedGeraldashegentlypushedTakuyaback

ontothesofa.

“…I…Allthisissimplytooshocking…”mutteredTakuyaasheshookhisheadslightly.Honestly,hefelt

likeallthiswasjustadream.Afterall,tothinkthathe’dbeabletocooperatewiththeFareast



Consortiumagain!Ifthingswentwell,thentheirfamilywouldsurelyrisetheranksinthreetofour

months!Infact,theycouldprobablysurpasstheirformerglory!

“Again,it’snothingtoospecial,”repliedGeraldashelitanothercigarette.

“Still…I…Ireallydon’tknowhowtothankyou…!Youtrulyaremyfamily’ssavior…!”exclaimedTakuya

asheheldtightlyontoGerald’shandsinbetweensobs.

Takuya,forone,hadalreadyacceptedthathisfamilywouldnolongerreturntoitsformerglorybefore

this.Backthen,hehadtoldhimselfthataslongasFujikocouldliveherlifesafely,thennothingelse

matteredtohim.However,nowthatGeraldhadshownhimself,Takuyawasfilledwithhopeagain…!

“It’salright,patriarch.Youcansavethosewordsforlater,”repliedGeraldwhoknewthathewasonly

doingallthisforthesakeoflearningmoreaboutYearningIsland.Withthatinmind,hehonestlywasn’t

feelingliketheirsavioratall.

Regardless,uponhearingthat,Takuyasimplynoddedfirmlyinresponse…

Fastforwardtotwohourslater,nighthadalreadyfallenwhenacoughcouldbeheardinsidetheroom

Derrickwasin.Followingthat,thetriowatchedasadizzyDerrickslowlymadehiswayoutoftheroom.

Uponseeingthetriowaitingforhimoutside,Derrickimmediatelysmackedhisforeheadafewtimes

beforeasking,“H-howlongwasIout…?”

“Aboutsixhours,”repliedAidenafterlookingathiswatch.

“…Isee.I’vetrulydelayedthingsforfartoolong…Apologies,butIguessI’mnotmuchofadrinker,am

I…Still,whydidn’tanyofyouasktowakemeup…?”askedDerrick,clearlyfeelingguiltyformaking



themwait.

“It’sfine,wehadtowaitforMr.Futabatoarriveanyway,”repliedGeraldashewavedhishand.

Noddinginresponse,DerrickthenlookedatTakuyawhowassittingbesideGeraldbeforerubbinghis

handsandsaying,“Apleasuretomeetyou,Mr.Futaba.I’mDerrickZima,thechairmanoftheFareast

Consortium.IfIremembercorrectly,wecooperatedonceinthepast,right?”

Chapter2215

“That’sright!Ididn’texpectalltheseyearstopassbysoquickly…Still,shortlyafterourcooperation

ended,myfamilystartedtodecline…”repliedTakuyawithanod.Truthbetold,hisfamily’scooperation

withtheFareastConsortiumwasthepeakmomentfortheFutabas.

“Isee…seemsthatmyconsortiumhasbroughtbadlucktoyourfamily!”jokedDerrick.

“Pleasedon’tsaythat!Myfamilyonlyendedupthatwaybecauseofinternalissues.Youhadnothingto

dowithmyfamily’sdecline…!”exclaimedTakuya,whotookDerrick’sjokeextremelyseriously.

“Don’tworry,itwasjustajoke…Regardless,hasyourfamilynotrecoveredsincethen?”askedDerrick.

“Unfortunatelynot…Thoughtruthbetold,allthisisonlyhappeningbecause‘certainindividuals’

misusedtheirpositions,pocketingtheprofitsforthemselvesuntilallthefamily’swealthwasdrained…

Don’tworry,oncethecontractsaresigned,I’llbesuretokickallthetroublemakersout!Iwon’tlet

historyrepeatitself!”repliedTakuyawithasigh.

Beingthepatriarchofhisfamily,Takuyafeltespeciallyashamedthathehadtocallhisfamilymembers

outlikethis.Evenso,itwassimplythetruth.Hadtheynotdoneallthat,thentheirfamilywouldn’thave

endedupinsuchastate.



Noddinginresponse,Derrickthenwalkeduptohisofficedeskandlookedaroundforamomentwhile

saying,“Nottoworry.IfGeraldtrustsyou,thensodoI.Regardless,IhavetwocontractsthatIwas

planningtogivetooneofmynewlyacquiredcompanies.SinceGeraldaskedformyhelp,I’mgiving

themtoyouinstead.Dohavealookatthedocumentsfirst.Ifeverything’salrightwithyou,thenjustgo

aheadandsignthem.”

Followingthat,DerrickwalkedbacktothetablebeforeplacingthetwocontractsbeforeTakuya.

Withoutevenconsideringreadingthroughthem,Takuyashookhisheadasheflippedtothefinalpages

ofeachcontractandsignedhisnamebeforesaying,“AsidefromtrustingGerald,Idon’tbelievethata

largeconsortiumlikeyourswouldevenwanttoexploitasmallfamilylikemine.”

“Oh?Howstraightforward!I’mdefinitelymorecomfortabledoingbusinesswithyounow!”replied

Derrickwithaheartylaughbeforesigningthetwocontractsaswell.

Withthatdone,Takuyathenplacedthecontractsintohisbriefcase,knowingthathisfamily’sfuture

dependedonthem.

Noddingatthesightofthat,Derrickthencalledout,“Levon?Comeinforabit!”

“Youcalled,chairman?”askedoneofDerrick’ssecretariesasheenteredtheroom.

“Ah,thereyouare.AllowmetointroduceyoutomysecretaryfromWeston,Mr.Futaba.He’sextremely

competenttothepointwherehequicklyunderstandswhateverjobIputhimupagainst!Withthatsaid,

ifyoueverfaceanyproblems,youcanlookforhim.Ifevenhecan’tsolveyourissues,thenfeelfreeto

contactme!”saidDerrick.

“Ireallyappreciateallthis,”repliedTakuyawithanod.Noddinginresponse,Derrickthenturnedtolook

athiswatch.Realizingthatitwasalreadysix,hewaspromptedtosay,“Don’tworryaboutit.Regardless,

sinceImadeyouwaitforanentireafternoon,pleaseallowmetotreat-”



“Dinner’sonme!”interruptedTakuyabeforeGeraldorDerrickcouldsayanythingelse.

SinceTakuyasaidthat,theduochosenottoargue,andthefourofthemlefttheofficetogether.

Astheywalkedon,Takuyacouldn’thelpbutsmilewidely.Afterall,hebelievedthatthecontractswould

surelysolvehisfamily’sproblems!Atthesametime,hehadalsomadeuphismindthatoncehegot

back,hewouldstartgettingridoftheparasitesinhisfamily.Hewasn’tabouttolethistoryrepeatitself!

Whateverthecasewas,thefoursoonfoundthemselvesinahighendrestaurantnearthebuilding.

SinceDerrickwasaregularthere,hehadaprivateroomintherestaurant.Withthatinmind,thesecond

heentered,thewaitersandmanagerinstantlycameovertogreethimbeforeleadingthemupthe

elevator.

Astheyascendedtothetopfloor,Takuyaclenchedhisbriefcasetightlywhilewhispering,“Youtruly

havehelpedmealot,Gerald…Ireallydon’tknowwhattosay…”
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Followingthat,Derrickwhosebodyguardssurroundedthegroupofthreeledtheduointothebuilding,

leavingthepreviousemployeesstaringattheirbacks,completelystupefied.Throughouttheirmany

yearsworkinghere,theyhadneverseentheirchairmanbeingsoclosewithanyone,notthattheyhad

manychancestoseehiminthefirstplace.

Whateverthecasewas,thetriosoongotintoanelevatorandheadedtothetopfloor…Theentirefloor

wasDerrick’soffice,andtheelevatordoorsopened,GeraldandAidenweregreetedbythesightofat

leastadozenyoungindividualsrunninghereandthere.Fromthewaytheyweredressed,theyappeared

tobeDerrick’ssecretaries…

“Thisway,please!”saidDerrickashegesturedforGeraldandAidentocontinuefollowinghim,ignoring

thechaoticscene.



Oncetheygottohistable,Derricktookhiscoatoffbeforemakingsometea.Beforehesatatthetable

again,hemadesuretogetapackofcigarettesthathadbeengiventohimbytheJapaneseroyalfamily

fromthecabinetaswell.

AsDerekplacedthecigarettesbeforetheyouth,Geraldwhohadnoticedthepileofdocumentson

Derrick’sdeskcouldn’thelpbutrubhistempleashemuttered,“Youknow,I’mfinecominganother

timeifyou’rebusy…”

“I’mnotbusyatall!Ifyou’retalkingaboutthosedocuments,mysecretariescanhandlethose!Withthat

said,you’remypriorityhere,sodon’tworryaboutanythingelse!”repliedDerrickasheshookhishead

withagrin.

“Youhaven’tchangedonebit,haveyou?”saidGeraldasheshookhisheadwithasmile.

Noddinginresponse,DerrickthenturnedtolookatAidenbeforecordiallyasking,“Speakingofwhich,

whomightthisbe?”

“Ah,IgobyAidenBaker,andI’mGerald’sfriend!”repliedAidenasheoutstretchedhishand,hisearlier

badmoodnowcompletelygoneduetoDerrick’senthusiasm.

“AnyfriendofGerald’sisafriendofmine!Speakingofwhich,takemynamecard.Ifyoueverfaceany

issuesinJapaninthefuture,justgivemearingandI’llseetoit!”repliedDerrickasheshookAiden’s

handbeforehandinghimacard.

“I’llkeepthatinmind,”repliedAidenasheslippedthecardintohispocket.

“Gladtohearthat!Eitherway,IhopeyoutwoarehungrysinceI’mabouttoordersomefood!Don’t

worry,we’llbeeatinginmyoffice!Also,betweenyouandme,IstillpreferWestondisheseventhough

I’vebeenlivingherealltheseyears,”saidDerrickashepressedabuttononhisdesk.



Shortlyafter,asecretaryenteredtheroombeforeasking,“Youcalled,ChairmanZima?”

“Indeed.Orderthetastiestdishesyoucanthinkofandbringabottleofgoodwineovertoo!Besnappy

aboutit!”repliedDerrick,promptinghissecretarytonodbeforequicklyleaving.

Withthatoutoftheway,DerrickthenlookedatGeraldbeforesaying,“Nowthen…Sinceyoucamehere

outoftheblue,I’massumingyouneedhelpwithsomething?”

“Bingo,”repliedGerald.

“I’mallears!I’vealreadymadeanumberofconnectionswithinJapaninthepastfewyears,soI’msure

I’llbeabletohelp!”declaredDerrickwhoknewthathewouldn’tbeenjoyingallthisgloryhadGerald

notsavedhimbackthen.Hell,hecould’vediedifGeraldhadn’tsteppedin!

“I’msureyoucan.Beforeanythingelse,doyouknowabouttheFutabas?”askedGerald.

“Theyusedtobearelativelystrongfamilyhere,right?Infact,IthinkI’veevencooperatedwiththem

beforeinpreviousyearsbeforetheirbusinessstartedplummeting.That’stheextentofwhatIknow

aboutthem…”mutteredDerrickafterthinkingaboutitforawhile.

Chapter2212

“Well,I’mheretodaytotalkaboutthatfamily’sissues,”repliedGeraldashelitacigarette.

“…Oh?Youhaverelationswithotherfamilieshere?”askedDerrickwhothoughtthatGeraldonlyknew

himintheentiretyofJapan.

“Thewholestoryisprettycomplicatedtoexplaininjustonesitting,butessentially,I’mheretoaskif

you’rewillingtolendtheFutabasahandtohelpthemgetthroughtheircurrentcrisis,”repliedGerald.



“Well,consideritdone!”repliedDerrickwithouteventhinkingtwice.

“Justlikethat?Aren’tyouworriedthatI’llusethisagainstyou?”saidGeraldwithachuckle.

“Ohplease,yousavedmylifebackthen!Sowhatifyoutakemedown?Hell,Iwouldn’tmindgivingyou

myposition!Regardless,dotellthemembersoftheFutabafamilytocomeover.Ijustsohappento

haveafewsuitablecontractsforthem.WhileIwasinitiallythinkingofgivingthemtooneofmynewly

acquiredcompanies,IguesstheFutabaswillbegettingthemnow!”repliedDerrickwithahearty

chuckle.

Noddinginresponse,GeraldthenpattedAidenonhisshoulderbeforesaying,“Contactthepatriarch

andtellhimtocomeover.”

“Onit!”repliedAidenashewalkedoutoftheofficetomakethecall.

WatchingasAidenleft,DerrickturnedtolookatGeraldbeforesaying,“Still,it’sbeen…what?Fivetosix

yearssincewelastpartedways?IneverthoughtthatI’dgettomeetyouagain!Iwasseriously

consideringpayingyouavisitduringtheyearendholidaysthisyear!”

“Aboutthatlong,yeah,”repliedGerald.

“Ittrulyhasbeenawhile…So,howhaveyoubeenthroughouttheseyears?”askedDerrick.

“Thingshavebeengood,thoughtherewereafewhiccupsalongtheway,oneofthembeingtheFutaba

family’splight.Ifyoucanhelpthem,thenyou’reseriouslyhelpingmeout,”repliedGeraldwithasmile.

“Justleaveittome.WithhowpowerfultheFareastConsortiumis,I’msurewecanworkthingsout!”

declaredDerrickashepattedhischest.



“Ibelieveinyou.Regardless,sinceyou’rehelpingmewiththis,I’mconsideringyourfavortobepaid

off,”repliedGeraldashenoddedslightly.

“Hmm?Don’tbesilly,thisisnothingtome!Remember,yousavedmylifebackthen!IfthisisallIneed

todotoreturnyourfavor,thenI’llfeelguiltyaboutittillthedayIdie!”declaredDerrick.

“Ifyouputitthatway…ThenIguessyoustillowemeone…”repliedGeraldasheshookhisheadwitha

chuckle.

Aftertalkingforawhilelonger,thesecretaryfrombeforereturnedwithmultipledishes.Seeingthat,

Derrickimmediatelyclearedhistable,givingthesecretaryroomtoplacethedishesbeforeopeninga

bottleofwhitewine.

Shortlyafter,Aidenreturnedaswellandsaid,“Mr.Futabawillbecomingoverrightaway.”

Uponhearingthat,DerrickwhoknewthatGeraldwouldonlyaskforhishelpiftheincidentwasa

seriousonewaspromptedtoask,“So…mindtellingmewhatyourrelationshipwiththeFutabafamily’s

patriarchis…?”

“I’llsharemoreaboutitifwehavethetimeafterthis.JustknowthatbyhelpingtheFutabas,youmayas

wellbesavingmylife!”repliedGeraldashesippedsomewhitewinebeforesmackinghislips.

SensinghowreluctantGeraldwastotalkmoreaboutit,Derrickthensaid,“…Well,alrightthen!”

Followingthat,theybegandiggingin.Inbetweenbites,DerricktalkedabouthowGeraldhadsavedhim

frombanditsmanyyearsprior,resultingintheboygettingseriouslyhurt.
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ListeningasDerricksharedthatoldtale,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutshakehisheadwithasmile.Afterall,

Geraldhaddoneplentyofsimilarthingsforothers,sohedidn’tparticularlyviewsavingDerrickas

anythingspecial.

Regardless,itwasalmostanhourandahalflaterwhentheyfinallyfinishedtheirmeal.Bythatpoint,

Derrickhadalreadydrunkmostofthewhitewine,andhisreddenedcheekwasnowpressedagainst

Gerald’sthighashecontinuedmumblingaboutthatyear’sincident.

Despitethat,Geraldwasn’tannoyedbyDerrick’sactions.Instead,hesimplycontinuedreplyingto

Derrick’swordswhichweregettingincreasinglyincoherent.

Thankfully,asecretarysoonentered.Uponseeingher,Geraldgesturedforhertocomeoverbefore

saying,“Gogetmorepeopletohelpyourchairmanup.Hedeservessomerest.”

Noddinginresponse,shethenleftbeforereturningwithmoresecretarieswhothenhelpedDerrickup

beforemovinghimintoanother,moreprivateroom.

Oncetheyweregone,Aidencouldn’thelpbutlookatGeraldasheasked,“…Hekeptrepeatingthe

sameincidentoverandoveragain…AndhereIthoughthejustowedyouaminorfavor!”

“IjusthappenedtobetherebackwhenIsavedhim,soIdon’treallytakethatincidenttoheart.Still,if

he’sthatthankfulaboutit,Idon’treallymind.I’mjustsurprisedthathe’sstillthisenthusiasticabout

helpingmeafteralltheseyears.Speakingofwhich,when’sthepatriarchgoingtoarrive?”repliedGerald

ashecrossedhislegs.

“Probablyinanhourortwo.Afterall,evenwedroveforanentiremorningtogethere!”saidAidenas

helookedatthetime.

“Isee…Bytheway,don’tyouneedtoreturntothemilitary?Thecompetition’sover,isn’tit?”asked

Gerald.



“AsI’vepreviouslysaid,I’llbegettingquitesometimeoffsinceIparticipatedinthecompetitioninthe

firstplace.Withthatinmind,Icanhelpyouforabitlonger!Youdon’tthinkI’inannoying,doyou?”

repliedAidenashescratchedthebackofhisheadwithagrin.

“Iwonderaboutthat,”saidGeraldashepattedAiden’sshoulderwithachuckle.

Eitherway,sinceDerrickwasnowsleeping,theduosimplywaitedwheretheywere.Occasionally,a

secretarywouldapproachthemandaskiftheyneededanything.Afterall,theyhadseenhowmuch

theirchairmanrespectedthem,sotheydidn’tdaretoneglecttheduo.

Whateverthecasewas,AidengotacallfromTakuyajustastheskywasgettingdark.Afterrelayingthe

informationtoGerald,Geraldinturncalledforoneofthesecretariesbeforesaying,“TheFutaba

patriarchisdownstairs.Pleaseleadhimup.”

Withthatsaid,Takuyasoonfoundhimselfenteringtheoffice.

UponseeingGeraldthere,Takuya’seyesinstantlywidenedasheasked,“…Huh?Whatareyoudoing

here,Gerald?”

Takuyawasrightfullysurprised.Afterall,theFutabaswereincomparabletotheFareastConsortium!

Theyhadonlybeenabletocooperatewiththembackthenoutofpureluck!

“Let’sjustsaythatIhaveanoldfriendhere.SinceIhadnothingbettertodotoday,IfiguredImayas

wellpayhimavisit,”repliedGeraldashehandedTakuyaacigarette.

“…B-butisn’tthisthechairman’soffice…?”askedTakuyaashelookedaroundthearea.



Ignoringhisquestion,Geraldsimplygesturedforasecretarytocomeoverbeforesaying,“Dopourhima

glassofwater.Also,ifthechairmanisstillasleep,pleasedon’twakehimup.”

“…Huh?But…whatifhepassesoutforeighthours…?”askedthesecretary.Whilethesecretary

would’venormallyprioritizedDerrick’ssleep,sincehenowknewhowprestigiousGeraldwas,hewas

rightfullyafraidthatthingswouldgetunnecessarilydelayed.
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“Justlethimrest,”repliedGeraldwithawaveofhishand.

“…Verywell.I’llbewaitingoutsideifyouneedmethen,”repliedthesecretary,feelingrelievedthathe

wouldn’tbeblamedattheendofthedaysinceGeraldhadalreadytoldhimnottowakeDerrickup.

Oncethesecretaryleft,Takuyawaspromptedtoask,“…So…youreallyareacquaintedwithChairman

Derrick…?”

“Iam,andI’mheretoaskforhishelp,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

“…Isee.So…whyexactlyamIhere…?Doyouneedmyhelpwithsomethingtoo…?”askedTakuyawho

wasstillhavingahardtimeregisteringallthis.

“Negative.You’reherebecauseItoldDerricktogivetheFutabasafewcontractstosign.Followingthat,

yourfamilyshouldbeabletoreturntoitsformergloryinnotimeatall.Don’tworry,Derrickwill

definitelygiveyouthebesttreatmentpossible,”explainedGeraldwithasubtlesmile.

“…W-what?!”exclaimedTakuyaasheinstantlygottohisfeet.

“Calmdown,patriarch.Heowedmeafavor,soI’msimplyaskinghimtogiveyouahand.It’snothingbig,

honestly.Withthatsaid,oncehewakesup,he’llletyouhavealookatthecontracts.Ifthereisn’ta



problem,thenyoucansignthemattheendoftheday,”repliedGeraldashegentlypushedTakuyaback

ontothesofa.

“…I…Allthisissimplytooshocking…”mutteredTakuyaasheshookhisheadslightly.Honestly,hefelt

likeallthiswasjustadream.Afterall,tothinkthathe’dbeabletocooperatewiththeFareast

Consortiumagain!Ifthingswentwell,thentheirfamilywouldsurelyrisetheranksinthreetofour

months!Infact,theycouldprobablysurpasstheirformerglory!

“Again,it’snothingtoospecial,”repliedGeraldashelitanothercigarette.

“Still…I…Ireallydon’tknowhowtothankyou…!Youtrulyaremyfamily’ssavior…!”exclaimedTakuya

asheheldtightlyontoGerald’shandsinbetweensobs.

Takuya,forone,hadalreadyacceptedthathisfamilywouldnolongerreturntoitsformerglorybefore

this.Backthen,hehadtoldhimselfthataslongasFujikocouldliveherlifesafely,thennothingelse

matteredtohim.However,nowthatGeraldhadshownhimself,Takuyawasfilledwithhopeagain…!

“It’salright,patriarch.Youcansavethosewordsforlater,”repliedGeraldwhoknewthathewasonly

doingallthisforthesakeoflearningmoreaboutYearningIsland.Withthatinmind,hehonestlywasn’t

feelingliketheirsavioratall.

Regardless,uponhearingthat,Takuyasimplynoddedfirmlyinresponse…

Fastforwardtotwohourslater,nighthadalreadyfallenwhenacoughcouldbeheardinsidetheroom

Derrickwasin.Followingthat,thetriowatchedasadizzyDerrickslowlymadehiswayoutoftheroom.

Uponseeingthetriowaitingforhimoutside,Derrickimmediatelysmackedhisforeheadafewtimes

beforeasking,“H-howlongwasIout…?”



“Aboutsixhours,”repliedAidenafterlookingathiswatch.

“…Isee.I’vetrulydelayedthingsforfartoolong…Apologies,butIguessI’mnotmuchofadrinker,am

I…Still,whydidn’tanyofyouasktowakemeup…?”askedDerrick,clearlyfeelingguiltyformaking

themwait.

“It’sfine,wehadtowaitforMr.Futabatoarriveanyway,”repliedGeraldashewavedhishand.

Noddinginresponse,DerrickthenlookedatTakuyawhowassittingbesideGeraldbeforerubbinghis

handsandsaying,“Apleasuretomeetyou,Mr.Futaba.I’mDerrickZima,thechairmanoftheFareast

Consortium.IfIremembercorrectly,wecooperatedonceinthepast,right?”
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“That’sright!Ididn’texpectalltheseyearstopassbysoquickly…Still,shortlyafterourcooperation

ended,myfamilystartedtodecline…”repliedTakuyawithanod.Truthbetold,hisfamily’scooperation

withtheFareastConsortiumwasthepeakmomentfortheFutabas.

“Isee…seemsthatmyconsortiumhasbroughtbadlucktoyourfamily!”jokedDerrick.

“Pleasedon’tsaythat!Myfamilyonlyendedupthatwaybecauseofinternalissues.Youhadnothingto

dowithmyfamily’sdecline…!”exclaimedTakuya,whotookDerrick’sjokeextremelyseriously.

“Don’tworry,itwasjustajoke…Regardless,hasyourfamilynotrecoveredsincethen?”askedDerrick.

“Unfortunatelynot…Thoughtruthbetold,allthisisonlyhappeningbecause‘certainindividuals’

misusedtheirpositions,pocketingtheprofitsforthemselvesuntilallthefamily’swealthwasdrained…

Don’tworry,oncethecontractsaresigned,I’llbesuretokickallthetroublemakersout!Iwon’tlet

historyrepeatitself!”repliedTakuyawithasigh.



Beingthepatriarchofhisfamily,Takuyafeltespeciallyashamedthathehadtocallhisfamilymembers

outlikethis.Evenso,itwassimplythetruth.Hadtheynotdoneallthat,thentheirfamilywouldn’thave

endedupinsuchastate.

Noddinginresponse,Derrickthenwalkeduptohisofficedeskandlookedaroundforamomentwhile

saying,“Nottoworry.IfGeraldtrustsyou,thensodoI.Regardless,IhavetwocontractsthatIwas

planningtogivetooneofmynewlyacquiredcompanies.SinceGeraldaskedformyhelp,I’mgiving

themtoyouinstead.Dohavealookatthedocumentsfirst.Ifeverything’salrightwithyou,thenjustgo

aheadandsignthem.”

Followingthat,DerrickwalkedbacktothetablebeforeplacingthetwocontractsbeforeTakuya.

Withoutevenconsideringreadingthroughthem,Takuyashookhisheadasheflippedtothefinalpages

ofeachcontractandsignedhisnamebeforesaying,“AsidefromtrustingGerald,Idon’tbelievethata

largeconsortiumlikeyourswouldevenwanttoexploitasmallfamilylikemine.”

“Oh?Howstraightforward!I’mdefinitelymorecomfortabledoingbusinesswithyounow!”replied

Derrickwithaheartylaughbeforesigningthetwocontractsaswell.

Withthatdone,Takuyathenplacedthecontractsintohisbriefcase,knowingthathisfamily’sfuture

dependedonthem.

Noddingatthesightofthat,Derrickthencalledout,“Levon?Comeinforabit!”

“Youcalled,chairman?”askedoneofDerrick’ssecretariesasheenteredtheroom.

“Ah,thereyouare.AllowmetointroduceyoutomysecretaryfromWeston,Mr.Futaba.He’sextremely

competenttothepointwherehequicklyunderstandswhateverjobIputhimupagainst!Withthatsaid,

ifyoueverfaceanyproblems,youcanlookforhim.Ifevenhecan’tsolveyourissues,thenfeelfreeto

contactme!”saidDerrick.



“Ireallyappreciateallthis,”repliedTakuyawithanod.Noddinginresponse,Derrickthenturnedtolook

athiswatch.Realizingthatitwasalreadysix,hewaspromptedtosay,“Don’tworryaboutit.Regardless,

sinceImadeyouwaitforanentireafternoon,pleaseallowmetotreat-”

“Dinner’sonme!”interruptedTakuyabeforeGeraldorDerrickcouldsayanythingelse.

SinceTakuyasaidthat,theduochosenottoargue,andthefourofthemlefttheofficetogether.

Astheywalkedon,Takuyacouldn’thelpbutsmilewidely.Afterall,hebelievedthatthecontractswould

surelysolvehisfamily’sproblems!Atthesametime,hehadalsomadeuphismindthatoncehegot

back,hewouldstartgettingridoftheparasitesinhisfamily.Hewasn’tabouttolethistoryrepeatitself!

Whateverthecasewas,thefoursoonfoundthemselvesinahighendrestaurantnearthebuilding.

SinceDerrickwasaregularthere,hehadaprivateroomintherestaurant.Withthatinmind,thesecond

heentered,thewaitersandmanagerinstantlycameovertogreethimbeforeleadingthemupthe

elevator.

Astheyascendedtothetopfloor,Takuyaclenchedhisbriefcasetightlywhilewhispering,“Youtruly

havehelpedmealot,Gerald…Ireallydon’tknowwhattosay…”
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“Trustme,patriarch,I’llbeneedingyourhelpsoonerthanyouthink,”whisperedGeraldinresponse.

“JustsaythewordandI’llsurelylendahand!Iwouldn’tevenmindgivingmypositionaspatriarchto

you!”declaredTakuyaashepattedhischest,knowingfullwellthathaditnotbeenforGerald’shelp,his

familywould’veeventuallycrumbled.Whatmore,Fujikocould’vediedagesagohadGeraldnotstepped

intosaveherbackthen…!

Whateverthecasewas,thefoursoonarrivedattheprivateroomonthetopfloor…



Oncetheywereseated,Derrickcouldn’thelpbutclearhisthroatbeforesaying,“Um…Again,I’mtruly

sorryformakingyouwaitthislongtoday…OnceI’mbackattheoffice,I’lldefinitelygivemysecretarya

good,long,talkfornotwakingmeup!”

“Leavethepoorchapbe,”repliedGeraldwithasmile.

“Areyousure…?”askedDerrick.

“Truthbetold,hedidattempttowakeyouup,thoughItoldhimnotto.Afterall,intheend,you’restill

achairmanofamassiveconsortium!Itwouldn’tdoyougoodifyoudidn’tgetenoughrest.Besides,a

littlewaitneverkilledanyone,”repliedGeraldwithachuckle.

“But…Ijustfeelbad,youknow…?”mutteredDerrickwhowasfeelingguiltierthanever.Honestly,he

wasn’teventhishumblewhenfacingotherrichfamiliesintheWesternUnion!

Notwantingtocontinuetalkingaboutthis,Geraldquicklyasked,“Speakingofwhich…What’sfor

dinner?”

Realizingthattheyhadn’torderedanythingyet,Derrickthennoddedbeforefacingthewaiterbeside

himandsaying,“Iwantthefinestdishesthisplacecanoffer!Also,makesureChefYamamotoistheone

preparingourmeals!Evenifhe’scookingforotherguests,tellhimtoprioritizemymeal.Idon’tlike

waiting.Ah,andbeforeIforget,getusyourbestwineaswell!”

“Um…AboutChefYamamoto…”mutteredthewaiter,lookingslightlyembarrassed.

“Hmm?Ishenotintoday?”askedDerrickasheraisedaslightbrow.Bythispoint,ChefYamamotowas

prettymuchakintohisprivatechefhere.

“He’sin,but…Somehigherupsfromthemilitaryareherefordinneraswell,yousee…AndsinceChef

Yamamoto’scurrentlypreparingtheirfood,theremaybeabitofadelay…”repliedthewaiterina



slightlyawkwardtone.

“And?You’resayingitasifIdon’tknowanyonefromthemilitary!Idon’tcare,tellChefYamamototo

prioritizeourmeal!Justletotherchefsdealwiththosemen!I’llhaveyouknowthatthesethreemen

arehighlyvaluableguestsofmine!Ifyouunnecessarilydelaymybusinesswiththem,I’mmakingsureto

pickabonewiththisplace!”declaredDerrick.

WhileDerrickwouldn’thavearguedaboutthisifhewasdealingwithotherguests,thiswasGeraldhe

wastalkingabout!Whatmore,hewasstillfeelingguiltyforhowhehadmadeGeraldwaitanentire

afternoon!Ifhecouldn’tevenprovideGeraldwithagoodmeal,hisuneasewasonlygoingtoincrease.

Whateverthecasewas,notwantingtocauseanunnecessaryscene,Geraldsimplywavedhishand

beforesaying,“Wearen’tthatparticularaboutfood,soanyotherchefisfine.”

“No,youdon’tunderstand!ChefYamamotohasacompletelydifferentstandardcomparedtoother

chefs!Withthatsaid,youhavetotastehisfoodtonight!”declaredDerrickbeforeturningtofacethe

waiteragainandsaying,“JusttellChefYamamotothatIsaidallthis!Ifthosefromthemilitarytry

lookingfortrouble,tellthemtocomestraighttome!”

“…Rightaway,Mr.Zirna!”repliedthewaiterwhodidn’tknowhowelsetorespond.Afterall,hewas

justalowlywaiterhere!Ifhedidn’tdoashewastold,hecouldpotentiallylosehisjob!

ItwasonlyafterthewaiterleftwhenDerrickreturnedtohisusualself.
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Truthbetold,partofthereasonwhyhewasactingsostubbornwasbecausehehadn’tfullysoberedup

yet.Whateverthecasewas,DerrickthenpattedhischestwantingtoshowGeraldhowreliablehewas

withhiscurrentstatusbeforedeclaring,“Nottoworry,brotherGerald!Iknowquiteafewpeoplefrom

themilitarytothepointwheresomeoftheirleadersshowrespecttome!Withthatsaid,gettingChef

Yamamototoserveusfirstisnothing!”



“Soitseems,”repliedGeraldwithanod.He,forone,knewthatJapanwasacountrywherewealthwas

paramount.WhileitwastruethattherewasaslightdividebetweentheJapaneseandthosefromthe

WesternUnion,theybothoperatedthesameway.Aslongasonehadmoneyandpower,theywould

surelybeabletostandfirmintheirrespectivecountries.

Eitherway,thewaitersoonreturnedtonotifythemthatChefYamamotohadagreedtopreparetheir

dishesfirst.Healsotoldthemthatthechefhadestimatedthefoodtobereadyinthenexttenminutes.

Followingthat,thewaiterbeganuncorkingthefinestwinetheyhad,andthesecondthecorkwas

removed,theroomwasinstantlyfilledwiththericharomaofgoodwine.

Unfortunately,itwasn’tlongbeforehardknockingcouldbeheardonthedoor!Beforethewaitercould

evensayaword,thedoorwasslammedopenbyauniformedindividual!Laughingashestormed

towardDerrick’stable,themanthengrowled,“Whothehelldoyouthinkyouare?!Daringtotellthe

cheftocatertoyoufirst…Whatbullslfi‘t!We’refromthemilitary,you

Know?!”

“Oh,I’mwellacquaintedwiththosefromthemilitary.Besides,ChefYamamotoalwayspreparesmy

foodhere.Justgetsomeothercheftoserveyourmeals!I’llevenpaythebillforyou!”scoffedDerrick

withoutevenraisinghishead.

Beforethenewpersoncouldretort,however,hiseyescouldn’thelpbutwidenwhenhenoticedanother

guestatthetable.

“…BrotherGerald…?”

“Ichiro?Whatareyoudoinghere?”askedGeraldwhowasequallyassurprisedtoseehimhere.Lasthe

remembered,IchirowasstilltryingtohuntdownthemurdererofthoseYanamsoldiers.



InstantlycalmingdownnowthatheknewthatGeraldwashere,Ichirothensatbesidehimbefore

replying,“Iwell,I’mherewithafewotherstodiscusstheassassinationcases…Whilewedidmanageto

findoutwhothemurdererwas,hewasunfortunatelysuccessfulinleavingthecountry…”

“Whatapity…”saidGeraldasheshookhishead,thoughhewasmerelyactingalong.Afterall,Amare

wasaCrawfordcultivator!Iftheinvestigationteamtrulydidmanagetocapturehim,it’dbethejokeof

thecentury!

“Indeed…Speakingofwhich,whyareyouhere?”askedIchiroasheraisedaslightbrow.

“Ah,well,I’mfriendswiththisman,andwe’rejustheretohaveadrink,”repliedGeraldashegestured

towardDerrick.

“Isee…Well,I’llleaveChefYamamototoyouthen.We’realreadyfullanyway.Apologiesforthe

outburstearlier,butit’sonlyreasonabletofeelannoyedwhenweweretoldthatourmealwasbeing

postponed…Regardless,Ihopeyoudon’ttakemyinitialbadattitudetoheart!”declaredIchiroashe

outstretchedhishandinDerrick’sdirection.

“…Well…Iwasn’texactlyasainteither.Cometothinkofit,Idrankquiteabitthisafternoonsothis

impulsivenessmustbeasignthatIhaven’tquitesoberedupyet.Eitherway,sinceyou’refriendswith

brotherGerald,dostayandhaveamealwithus!”

RepliedDerrickasheplacedhispahnagainsthisforehead.Hetrulyhadn’texpectedGeraldtoknow

peoplefromthemilitaryaswell.Afterall,hehadassumedthatGeralddidn’tknowanyonehere.

“Maybesomeothertime.Westillhavequiteabittodealwith,”repliedIchirowithawaveofhishand.
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AfterIchiroleft,Derrickcouldn’thelpbutfeelimmenselyembarrassed.

Sensingthat,Geraldthenclearedhisthroatbeforesaying,“Youknow,whileit’struethatyou’vemadeit

bigheretothepointwhereeventhemilitaryrespectsyou,it’sbestthatyourefrainfrombehavingthis

wayanymore.Ifyoukeepdoingthis,Iassureyouthatyou’llmakeaplethoraofenemiesinnotimeflat.”

“…Iknow…Iwasjusttryingtogiveyoubettertreatment,”repliedDerrickwithanod,hisfaceburningin

embarrassment.

“AsI’vesaid,justtreatmenormally,”saidGeraldinanindifferenttone.

Shortlyafter,thewaiterreturnedwiththeirfood.AsDerrickandTakuyatalkedaboutthecontractsin

furtherdetail,GeraldandAidensimplyremainedquietastheyhadtheirmeals.

Astheywentthroughthecontracts,Takuyafounditincreasinglydifficultnottosmile.Afterall,

accordingtowhatwasagreedupon,theFutabaswouldbeabletoearnfromtheFareastConsortiumat

leasttwelvemilliondollarsperyear!Withthiskindofrevenue,theFutabafamilycoulddefinitely

overcometheircurrentcrisis!

Theywouldalsobegivenachancetoreverttotheirformerglory!Bestofall,thefamilywouldn’tfall

duringhisreign!Withthatinmind,Takuyacouldconfidentlymeetwithhisancestorsoncehediedyears

later.

Whateverthecasewas,itwasaboutthreehourslaterwhentheduocompletedtheirdiscussion.With

thatdone,DerrickthenhandedhisbankcardtothewaiterbeforelookingatGeraldashesaid,“Alright,

we’redonefornow.Oncewe’rebackatmyplace,I’llbepreparingoneofmyguestroomsforyou.Since

I’vehandedallmyworktomysecretaries,I’llbegivingyouagoodtouraroundinthenextfewdays!”

“WhileIappreciatethekindoffer,Istillhavesomethingstodealwith,soIcan’tstaywithyouforthe

timebeing,”repliedGerald,whoknewthathehadyettoproperlydealwiththeHanyusandKanagawas.



He,forone,knewthattheywouldn’tquietdownjustfromafewthreats.Whileitwouldbeforthebest

ifthatreallydiddothetrick,Geralddoubtedthattheywouldstaydown.Withthatinmind,iftheymade

onewrongmove,theyonlyhadthemselvestoblameforwhathewouldthendotothem.

“…Isee…Well,afteryou’vesettledyourbusiness,docontactme!Also,ifyouneedanymorehelp,don’t

hesitatetotellme!Nothing’stoodifficultfor‘BrotherZima’!That’swhattheycallmearoundthese

parts,youknow?”declaredDerrickwhodidn’ttrytoforceGeraldtocomewithhimsincehewaswell

awarethatGeraldwasalwaysbusy.

Eitherway,onceGerald,Aiden,andTakuyagotintotheircar,thetriothenbegandepartingbacktothe

Futabamanor.

Hugginghistwocontractstightly,thepreviouslygloomyTakuyawasnowbeamingwithjoy.Without

Gerald’shelp,noneofthiswould’vebeenpossible…!Ashethoughtaboutthat,Takuyacouldn’thelpbut

stareatGeraldforawhile.Forayoungman,notonlywasheextremelypowerful,buthealsohad

extremelywideconnections.Hell,heevenhadanextraordinarytemperament!Geralddidn’tfeellikean

ordinarymanatall!

Withallthatinmind,Takuyawaseventuallypromptedtoask,“Again…Howdidyougetacquaintedwith

thechairmanoftheFareastConsortium…?Heseemedtorespectyougreatly…”

“Ijusthelpedhimafewyearsback.He’smerelyreturningthefavortome,”repliedGeraldwithasmile.

“Whoareyoureally…?”askedTakuya,unabletoholdhiscuriositybackanylonger.Beingthepatriarch

ofhisfamily,hehadseenmanyoutstandingyoungsters.However,noneofthemevencamecloseto

Gerald’scapabilities.

“I’mjustanordinarypersonwhoknowsafewskillsandpeople.Asidefromthat,therereallyisn’t

anythingspecialaboutme,”repliedGeraldwithawaveofhishand.
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Chucklinginresponse,Takuyathensaid,“…Well,it’sfineifyoudon’twishtotellme.Eitherway,Itruly

amgratefulforallyourhelp.Withthesetwocontracts,myfamilywillnowbeabletomakea

comeback!”

TakuyanowrealizedthatnomatterwhoGeraldtrulywas,itdidn’treallymatter.Whatmatteredwas

thathehadneverdoneFujikoorhisfamilymembersanyharm,andthatwasmorethanenoughforhim.

Thinkingback,Geraldwashonestlytheblessinghisfamilyneededwhentheywereattheirlowest.

Whateverthecasewas,itwasnearingelevenwhentheyfinallygotbacktothemanor.

Thesecondtheyentered,Takuyawastednotimeandimmediatelybegansendingmessagestoallthe

membersofhisfamily,tellingthemtogatherforafamilymeeting.Sincehalfofthefamilywasalready

waitingforGeraldoutsidethemanor,thesecondtheyreceivedtheirmessages,theyinstantlybegan

laughingwithjoy.Tothem,ifanotherfamilymeetingwasbeingheldsosoon,itmustbebecauseGerald

hadgottentheirfamilymoregoodthings!Inotherwords,theywouldsoonhavemorethingstotake

advantageof!

Eitherway,thosewhohadalreadyleftquicklyfoundthemselvesboltingbacktothemanor.

Fujikoherselfhadreceivedthemessage,anduponseeingGerald,shequicklyasked,“Whatonearthhas

happened?Myfather’sneverheldmeetingsthisclosetoeachother!”

“Let’sjustsayit’ssomethingbig.Whileitisn’texactlyaproblem,it’sstillsomethingquitetroublesome,”

repliedGeraldasheslippedhisjacketoff.

“Huh?”saidFujiko,clearlyconfusedbyhiswords.

“…I’llexplainoncewegettotheparlor.Itisn’texactlysomethingthatIcanboildownintoafew

sentences,”repliedGeraldwhoknewthatheneededatleasthalfanhourtoexplainthewholestory.

Thatdefinitelywouldn’tdoespeciallysinceTakuyawasalreadywaitingforthemattheparlor.Then

again,thepatriarchwasprobablygoingtomentionallthisduringthemeetinganyway,soFujikocould

justfindoutthen.



“Well…alrightthen…”mutteredFujikoinaslightlynervoustone.Afterall,sheknewthatsmallmatters

toGeraldwereusuallybigmatterstoeveryoneelse.What’smore,thoughitwastruethatGeraldwas

helpingherfamilyalot,themorehehelped,themoreindebtedshefelttowardhim.

Eitherway,thetwothenquicklymadetheirwaytotheparlor…andthesecondGeraldentered,

everyoneimmediatelygottotheirfeet.ItwasalmostasthoughGeraldwasthepatriarchnow.

Takuyahimselfwhowastappinghisfingeronthetablecouldn’thelpbutsay,“…Twentymoreminutes.

Somefamilymembershaven’tarrivedyet…”

Honestly,bythispoint,hedidn’tevencareabouttheseexploitersanymore.Infact,hewasalready

thinkingaboutwhattosaytochasethemout!Nowthathehadreceivedthisrareopportunitytorevive

hisfamily,hewasn’tabouttoleteverythingcrumbleagainunderthesemoneygrabbingb*stards!

Regardless,bythetwentyminutemark,almosteveryonehadarrived.Ignoringthefactthatthe

newcomershadgreetedGeraldbutonlynoddedtowardhim,Takuyathenmadeabriefheadcount

beforeeventuallyasking,“Where’sSuke?”

Uponhearingthat,thesecretaryleanedclosertoTakuyabeforewhispering,“I’vealreadycalledhima

numberoftimes,buthedidn’tpickup…”
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“Thenlet’snotbotherabouthim.Eitherway…I’vegatheredallofyouheretodaytosharesomegood

news!WithbrotherGerald’shelp,I’vemanagedtogettwocontractswiththeFareastConsortium!If

everythinggoesright,thentheFutabafamilywillobtainatleasttwelvemilliondollarsinrevenueper

year!”declaredTakuyaashelookedattherestofhisfamily.

“W-what…?!”exclaimedalmosteveryoneastheyalternatedtheirgazesbetweenGeraldandTakuya.

EveryoneknewabouttheFareastConsortium!Itwasn’tanexaggerationtosaythateventherichestof



therichinJapanwouldbenefitfromacollaborationwiththem…!Withthatinmind,theycouldsurely

continueleechingoffthefamilyforagestocome…!

“Iwasinchargeofbusinesswithothersbeforethis,patriarch!Withthatsaid,youcanleavethe

contractstome!WithmedealingwiththeFareastConsortium,youcanexpecttogetfifteenmilliona

yearinsteadofjusttwelvemillion!”

“Bullsh*t!Don’tlistentohim,patriarch!He’scausedseveralofourbusinesscontractstobecomeutterly

wasted!Leaveittomeinstead!Justsoyouknow,I’mgreatatnegotiating!Theproblemis,nobody’s

givenmeachancetoprovemyself!”

“Holdit!Letmetakeoverthecontractinstead!”

Soonenough,everyonewasshoutinginhopesthatthepatriarchwouldleavethecontractstothem.

Afterall,anyonewhogotthegigwouldsurelybeabletoobtainanunthinkableamountofmoney!As

Takuyahadsaid,twelvemillionwassimplyanestimate.Oncethecollaborationbegan,thatamount

couldverywelldouble!Iftheyplayedtheircardsright,thentheycould

Easilypocketamilliondollarsortwoeveryyear…!

Contrarytohowexcitedeveryonewasgetting,Fujikoappearedsomewhatcalmassheasked,“Is…this

whathappened?”

“Bingo,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

“Isee…Soyou’vehelpedusthismuchagain…Ireallyhavenoideahowwe’reevergoingtorepayyou…”

mutteredFujikowithasigh.Ononehand,shewasgladthatherfamilywasfinallygettingachanceto

revive.Ontheother,sheknewthatthismeantthatshewasonlygoingtooweGeraldmoreandmore.

“Don’tworryaboutit.I’vealreadytoldyou,haven’tI?Imayneedyourhelpinthefuture,sojustmake



sureyoudon’trefusewhenthetimecomes,”repliedGeraldwithachuckleashesecretlyglancedatthe

Seadomtribependantaroundherneck.

NowthathehadgottensoclosetoFujikoandherfather,Geraldknewthathehadtostartemphasizing

thathemayneedtheirhelp.Thatway,theyhopefullywouldn’tbetoosurprisedwhenhefinallyasked

themabouttheSeadomtribe.

Eitherway,uponhearingthat,Fujikoimmediatelynoddedbeforedeclaring,“Nottoworry!I’llneverball

fromhelpingyou!”

Fujikomeantittoo.Afterall,herfamilyhadtakenfartoomuchfromhim.Evenifshehadtosacrifice

herlife,sobeit…!

“Noneedtobethatserious,Iwon’taskforanythingunreasonable…”repliedGerald,sensingthatFujiko

waslookingtoomuchintothis.

“Regardlessofhoweasythetaskis,I’llstilltreatitextremelyseriously!”saidFujikoasshestared

determinedlyattheyouth.Uponrealizingthatshewasnowlookingathim,Geraldquicklylookedaway

fromherpendant.Thelastthingheneededwasherthinkingthathewassomekindofpervert!

Chapter2221

MovingbacktoTakuyawhowasstartingtogetaheadachefromalltheshouting,hecouldn’thelpbut

raisehishandasheyelled,“Pipedown!Thisisn’tthetimetoargue!”

Uponhearingthat,everyonefellsilent.Whiletheywould’vesurelyretortedbeforecontinuingtodiscuss

amongthemselvesinpreviousmeetings,nowthatthismuchwasontheline,theyknewbetterthanto

dissTakuyaoff.Hell,evenMasaruwhokeptwantingtodethroneTakuyainthepastkepthismouth

zipped,notdaringtosayaword.



“Seriously…Eitherway,thatwasn’ttheonlyannouncementIhadtomake!Yousee,I’vebeenthinking

longandhardaboutsomethings…andnowIfinallyhavemyconclusion.Ladiesandgentlemen,I’ve

decidedthatit’shightimeIremovedallthepestsofthefamily!Neverwilltheybringourfamilydown

again!”declaredTakuya.

“W-what…?!”yelledseveraloftheFutabasinunison.Naturally,theycouldtellwhatTakuyawashinting

at!Butiftheyweredrivenout,theywouldn’tbeabletotakeadvantageofthissituationanymore…!

Bythispoint,evenMasaru’sinitialgrinhaddisappeared.Slammingthetipofhiscaneagainstthefloor,

Masaruthenroared,“Youcan’tjustmakeadecisionlikethisonyourown!Ifyoutrulywishtokick

familymembersout,thenithastobedonethroughpolls!”

“It’sexactlybecausewekeptdoingthatthatourfamilyendedupinsuchasorrystate.Afterreceiving

Gerald’shelp,wefinallyhaveachancetorestoreourfamilytoitsformerglory!Withthatsaid,changes

needtobemade.Fromtodayonward,I’llbetheonlyonedecidingforthefamily!Anyonewhowishesto

opposethatcanleave!”declaredTakuyawithasnort.ThoughheknewthatMasarumeantwell,his

‘peacemaking’wasthetruereasonwhytheirfamilyhadcontinuedtodeclineyearafteryear…!

“You…!Doyoustillseemeasyouruncle…?!”growledMasaru,chokinginrage.

“Dependsonwhetheryouseemeasyourpatriarch,”retortedTakuyaashefrownedinresponse.

“You…!”yelledMasaru,clearlynotexpectingTakuyatotalkbacktohim!

WatchingasMasarupointedathimwithatremblinghandunabletospeakduetohowangryhewas,

TakuyasimplylookedawaybeforepointingatafewotherFutabasandsaying,“Youfewcanstay.For

anyoneIdidn’tpointat,pleaseleave.I’llgiveyouaweektocutalltieswiththefamily,andifyoudon’t,

I’lljustforceyouout.”

Theoneshehadpointedatwerethefamilymemberswhohadremainedinthemanor,evenwhentheir

familywasatitslowest.Takuyaknewthattheseweretheoneswhosincerelycaredaboutthefamily



insteadofjustwantingtoprofitoffit.

“Y-youwantthismanypeopletoleave?!”yelledseveraloftheFutabas,clearlynotexpectingTakuyato

severtieswithsomanyofthematatime!This…Thiswasunacceptable!

Regardlessofhowtheyresponded,Takuyasimplynoddedbeforesaying,“Indeed.Youcanleavenow.”

“P-patriarch!Aren’tyougoingovertheline,here?!Whilewemaynothaveanymerits,we’vestill

workedhardforthefamilyinthepast!Withthatsaid,youcan’tjustchaseusoutwithoutgivingus

properreasons!”declaredafewoftheFutabas,clearlyunwillingtojustleavenowthatGeraldhad

broughtthemsuchgoodfortune!

Iftheyleft,notonlywouldtheyfailtobenefitfromthefamilyeveragain,buttheywouldalsobeunable

togetinvolvedwiththeFareastConsortium…!
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“T-Takuya…!Youcan’tjustmakeunilateraldecisionslikethis…!Anddrivingsomanypeopleoutofthe

familyatonce…?!Evenifyoumanagedtogetthosecontracts,youshouldrealizethatyou’rejustleading

thefamilytoruin!”scowledMasaruaftercalmingdownslightly.

“Seconduncle,ifyouinsistonlettingthemstay,I’llstartwonderingaboutyourtruepurpose.Regardless,

I’vemadeupmymind!Thisfamilydoesn’twantanyblacksheepwithinit!”growledTakuyaina

determinedtone,makingitclearthathewasdeadserious.

Afterall,ifhedidn’tdothisnow,thesebloodsuckerswouldsimplyleechofftheFareastConsortium

businesstillthefamilyrevertedtoitscurrentsorrystate!Takuyahadlearnedthisthehardway,and

therewasnowayhewasgoingtolethistoryrepeatitself!

Regardless,Masaruwhoclearlyhadn’texpectedTakuyatodefyhimthisopenlyfoundhimselfgrowing

palerandpalerashemuttered,“Takuya…!You…!”



Allofasudden,Masaruheldontohischestbeforetopplingtotheground…!Naturally,thisshocked

everyone.

KnowingthatMasaruwasstillhisuncle,Takuyawasfirsttoreactbyrunningovertothecollapsedman

whileyelling,“Seconduncle!”

WatchingasTakuyakneeledbyhissidebeforehelpinghimup,Masaruwhohadanagonizingexpression

onhisfacenowdesperatelygaspedforairwhilesaying,“P-pills…Mypills…!”

Noddinginresponse,Takuyasearchedaroundhisuncle’scoatandsoonfoundatinywhitebottle.

Slippingablackpillout,Takuyathenyelled,“Water!Hurry!”

Uponhearingthat,hissecretaryboltedofftogetaglassofwater.Thesecondshereturned,heslipped

thepillintoMasaru’smonthbeforegivinghimsomewaterwhilepattinghisback.

Shortlyafter,colorbeganreturningtoMasaru’scheeks,promptingeveryonetobreatheasighofrelief.

Withhisunclenowfine,Takuyasimplyreturnedtothemainseat.

Seeingthat,MasarusighedheavilybeforepointingatTakuyawithatremblinghandwhilesaying,“You…

You’rereallytryingtopissmeoff,aren’tyou…!”

“Saywhatyouwant,butI’vealreadymadeupmymind.Eitherway,bringhimtooneofourguestrooms

torest.UnlessIallowit,nobodycandisturbhim!”orderedTakuyaashelookedathiscronies.Though

Takuyahadsaidthat,itwasclearasdaythathewasactuallyjustplacingMasaruunderhousearrest.

Whateverthecasewas,thetwocroniessimplynoddedbeforeholdingMasaruupandquicklyleaving

theparlor.Thougheveryonesawthat,nobodydaredtosayaword.



Eitherway,withMasarunowoutofthepicture,Takuyaturnedtolookathisfamilyagainbeforeasking

inanindifferenttone,“Wasmyordernotclearenough?”

Again,nobodysaidaword.Afterall,sinceTakuyawasdeadsetondrivingthemout,theyfiguredthatif

theysaidanythingelse,theywereonlygoingtoleaveaworseimpressiononTakuya.

“Getoutofmysightwithinfiveminutes.Andmakesuretocutalltieswiththefamily.I’monlygiving

youthiswarningsincewe’refellowclansmen.Iwon’tbesokindinthefuture,”growledTakuyawhono

longerlackedconfidenceduetothepartnershipwiththeFareastConsortium.

Regardless,afterlookingateachother,theex-Futabafamilymembersslowlylefttheparlor.
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Thoughtheyhonestlyhadn’tcompletelydismissedtheideaofcontinuingtoleechoffthefamily,nobody

daredtofurtherprovokeTakuyaatthemoment.Afterall,theywereallwellawareofwhatkindof

personhewas,andtheyhadafeelingthathewouldretracthisstatementsoonerorlaterandallow

themtoreturntothefamily.

Ifthattrulywasthecase,thenitwasonlyamatteroftimebeforetheywouldbeabletogettheirhands

onthosebenefits…!

Regardless,aftertheyleft,Takuyasimplyslumpedagainsthischairbeforewavinghisslightlytrembling

handwhilesaying,“Closethedoor…”

WatchingasAidennoddedbeforedoingasTakuyaordered,thepatriarchthenlookedatthefew

Futabaswhomhehadallowedtostaywhomheknewsincerelycaredaboutthefamilybeforeasking,“…

DoyouthinkIdidtherightthing…?”

“Absolutely,patriarch!Hadyouallowedthemtostay,theywould’vesurelyleechedoffthebusinesslike

notomorrow!Regardless,they’renotwhatyoushouldbefocusingon,patriarch!Nowthatwe’vestruck

adealwiththeFareastConsortium,we’llfinallybeabletobringourfamilybacktoitsformerglory!”



“That’sright!Theyshould’vebeenkickedoutagesago!Remember,haditnotbeenforthem,ourfamily

wouldn’thavegottentothissorrystateinthefirstplace!”

AstheremainingFutabasyelledon,itwasclearthattheyhadbeendissatisfiedwiththosebloodsuckers

forthelongesttime.Thoughreceivingthosecontractswasajoyousthingtohear,theywerehonestly

evenhappieraboutthefactthatthoseleecheshadfinallybeenkickedout.

Shakinghisheadwithasubtlesmile,Takuyathenrevertedtohisseriousfaçadebeforepointingattwo

Futabasstandingnearhimwhiledeclaring,“Alright,settledown.I’llbeplacingyoutwoinchargeofthe

FareastConsortiumbusiness.Remembertopaykeenattentiontoeverythingyoudowiththem!We

wereonlyabletopartakeinthiscollaborationdueto

Gerald’shelp,soifyouscrewitup,don’teventhinkaboutreturningtothefamily!”

“Worrynot,patriarch!Wewon’tletyouorMr.Crawforddown!”declaredthetwoinrespectfultones

whilealternatinggazesbetweenGeraldandTakuya.

“Wellsaid.Eitherway,youmayleavenow.Ifanythingcomesup,I’llbesuretocontactyou.Oh,andI’ll

alsobesendingyouthenumberofoneoftheFareastConsortium’ssecretarieslater.Contacthimwhen

youneedtolateron,”repliedTakuyaasheclappedhishandstogether.Honestly,hecouldn’tdenythat

kickingsomanypeopleoutatoncewasmakinghimfeeluneasy

Bythetimetheyleft,onlyfivepeopleremainedintheparlor.

TurningtofaceGeraldandhisdaughter,Takuyawhohadnowlethisguarddownalittlewasprompted

tosay,“Wellthathappened.Regardless,IwonderwhySukedidn’tcome…Afterall,hewasalwaysthe

firsttorushinwheneverfamilymeetingswereheld.Withthatinmind,it’sabitstrangethathewasn’t

hereearlier…”

RecallinghispreviousencounterwithSuke,Geraldpausedforamomentbeforesaying,“Iwonderifit’s



becauseofhisconnectionwiththeHanyus…”

“…Yousaythat,butdoyouhaveproofthathe’sreallywiththem…?”mutteredTakuya,suddenly

soundingslightlyvigilantagain.

“Notforthetimebeing.Still,itdoesn’tchangethefactthateverythingthathe’sdoneandsaidtome

hasbeenimmenselysuspicious…”repliedGeraldasheshookhishead.

“Well,Igetwhereyou’recomingfrom.Honestly,I’vehadafeelingthatsomethingwasoffwiththe

familyinrecentyearsaswell.Afterall,fartoomanychangeshadoccurredwithoutwarning!Innotime

atall,thefamilysimplyendedupcollapsingwithoutalmostzerochanceofrecovery!Whatmore,how

hadtheHanyusevenfoundoutthatFujikowasparticipatinginthatcompetitionbackwhenthey

attemptedtoassassinateher?Someonefromthefamilymusthavebeenasnitch!”mutteredTakuyaas

heanalyzedthesituationwithafrown.
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“…Cometothinkofit,I’mprettysurethattheJapanesemilitarykeptmyidentityhighlyconfidentialas

well.Withthatinmind,asidefromthosefromourfamily,nobodyelseshould’vebeenabletofindout

thatIwasparticipatinginthecompetition!”mutteredFujiko,gettingequallyascurious.

“Isee…sothechancesofallinformationcomingfromwithinourfamilyisratherhigh…Whilewecan’t

besurethatit’sSuke,it’sundeniablethathisabsencetodayisslightlyodd…”repliedTakuyaashe

strokedhisbeard.

Afterthinkingaboutitforawhile,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“…Doyouthinkhe’sattheHanyumanor?

Afterall,ifhetrulywishestohavehisrevengeonmeformakinghimcrawlundermycrotch,Iassume

hisgotowouldbetheHanyus.However,sinceIdidjustthreatenthemabitearlier,I’msuretheywon’t

daretomakeamoveonusyet.Withthatinmind,he’sprobablystayingwiththemforthemoment.”

Honestly,thinkingback,Sukewasthemostlikelypersontohavedoneallthis.



“…Whenyouputitthatway,itdoesstarttomakesense.Ifthere’sasnitchinourfamily,Suketrulyis

themostlikelypersontohavenotifiedtheHanyus!”repliedTakuyawhohadhonestlybeensuspicious

ofSukefromthemomenttheirfamilystartedfalling.

Itcertainlydidn’thelpthatovertheyears,Takuya’ssuspiciontowardSukehadonlygrownmoreand

moreprofound.Sadlyenough,thoughhisgutpointedatSukebeingthesnitch,Takuyahadneverbeen

abletogatheranysolidevidence.

Whateverthecasewas,Fujikowhowaskeenonfindingthepersonwhohadbroughtsomuchharmto

herfamilythenimpatientlyasked,“Well,howdoyouproposewegetmoreevidencethen…?”

“Unfortunately,evenIdon’tknowfornow,”repliedGeraldasheshookhishead.

“Well,eitherway,let’snotbotherabouthimfirst.Weshouldbefocusingonourcollaborationwiththe

FareastConsortium!Thoughwe’llnaturallyfightbackiftheHanyusstartlookingfortroubleagain,until

then,weshouldn’tallowthemtoimpedeourprogresswiththecollaboration!Afterall,thefateofour

familydependsonit!”mutteredTakuyaaftertakinginadeep

Breath.Takuya,forone,wasn’tkeentoacceptthathisfamily’sglorythathadlastedforafewcenturies

wouldendupgettingruinedinhishands.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldsimplyreplied,“JustleavetheHanyusandKanagawastome.”

“That…Ireallydon’tknowwhattosayanymore,brotherGerald…Notonlyhaveyoubroughtthese

businesscontractstoourfamily,butyou’realsohelpingusdealwithourenemies!”mutteredTakuya

withalongsigh.

“Well…Sincewe’vealreadyknowneachotherforquiteawhile,Ithinkit’shightimeIaskedforyour

helpinreturn…”repliedGeraldashenarrowedhiseyesslightly.Ithadbeenaboutamonthsincehehad

lastcometoJapan,andhereallydidn’twanttodelaythisanyfurther.Whilehewasstillgoingtohelp

solvealltheFutaba’sproblemsbeforeheleft,thesoonerhe



LearnedaboutthesecretsofYearningIsland,thesoonerhe’dbeabletostartplanninghowtosavehis

sisterandparents.

“…Hmm?JustsaythewordandI’llhelpyouwithit!”declaredTakuyaashequicklysatupstraight.

Fujikoherselfcouldn’thelpbutholdherbreath.ItwasfinallytimeforhertofindoutwhyGeraldhad

beenhelpingthemsomuch…!

AfterturningtolookatbothAidenandMasterGhostwhobothnoddedinresponse,Geraldthen

pointedatFujiko’spendantbeforesaying,“ThisiswhatIneedhelpwith!”

“So…You…needhelpwithgettingengagedtoFujiko…?Ifthat’sthecase,Icansettheweddingupin

justafewdays!”repliedTakuya,abroadsmilenowonhisface.

Hearingthat,FujikowhohonestlystilllikedGeraldalotcouldn’thelpbutgoredassheexclaimed,“F-

father!Whatareyouevensaying!”

Coughingawkwardlyinresponse,Geraldwhodidn’twantthismisunderstandingtogetworsequickly

clarified,“WhatImeantwasherpendant…”
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“The…pendant?”askedTakuyaandFujikoinunison,clearlyconfused.

“Indeed.Thetruthis,IcametoJapanlookingfordescendantsoftheSeadomtribe.Aftercareful

consideration,I’vecometotheconclusionthattheFutabasappeartobejustthat.Afterall,whyelse

wouldMissFujikopossessthatspecialpendant?”explainedGerald.

Uponhearingthat,Fujikoheldontoherpendantbeforeasking,“Isn’tthisjustaregularpendant…?”



Whileshedidfinditoddthatitwasalwayscooltotouch,shehadnevergivenmuchthoughtintoit.

“So,youactuallyknowaboutthetribe…”mutteredTakuyawhoappearedmuchcalmerthanhis

daughter.

WatchingasTakuyathenplacedhishandstogether,Geraldsimplynoddedashesaid,“Indeed.It’sthe

reasonwhyIcamehereinthefirstplace.”

“Isee…Eitherway,let’stalkaboutthissomeplaceelse”saidTakuyaashetookacigaretteoutbefore

leadingthegrouptowhatappearedtobeanordinarycupboard.

Uponopeningthetopmostdrawer,everyonestaredwideeyedasTakuyapressedasecretbutton

inside…!

Followingthat,oneofthewallsthathadbeendecoratedwithpaintingsandcalligraphysuddenlybegan

shifting…!

Staringatthenowrevealedsecretroom,thesurprisedFujikocouldn’thelpbutexclaim,“S-sincewhen

wasthishere?!”

Shewas,ofcourse,rightfullyshocked.Afterall,shehadbeenlivinghereallherlife!Howhadshenot

knownaboutthisplace!

ContrarytoFujiko’sreaction,whenGerald,Aiden,andMasterGhostsawtheroom,theycouldn’thelp

butgrin.Afterall,thismeantthattheyhadguessedcorrectly!TheFutabastrulywerethedescendants

oftheSeadomtribe!

Eitherway,uponenteringtheroom,Takuyaflippedanotherswitch,promptingasolelightbulbtoturn



on.Thelightquicklyrevealedanantiquetablewithfourbenchesarounditrightinthemiddleofthe

room.Fromhowdustyeverythingwas,itwasapparentthatnobodyhadcomeinhereforages.

Afterblowingthedustoffthetable,Takuyatookaseatbeforeasking,“Now,beforeanythingelse…How

didyoulearnabouttheSeadomtribeinthefirstplace?”

Sighinginresponse,Geraldthensaid,“Well,mygrandfather’sonYearningIslandrightnow,andhe’s

abductedmyparentsandsister…Unabletolocatetheislanditself,IeventuallylearnedthattheSeadom

tribehadaccesstoit,whichpromptedmetocometoJapaninthefirstplace…”

“Isee.AndhowdidyoumaketheconnectionbetweenYearningIslandandtheSeadomtribe?”inquired

Takuya.

“Fromthisseamaphere,”repliedGeraldasheretrievedtheseamapfromhisjacketbeforelayingitflat

infrontofTakuya.

Seeingthat,MasterGhostthenadded,“Sometimeago,anislandsuddenlyappearedonthemap,and

wesawanancienttribedoingsomekindofritualonit.Afterabitofdigging,werealizedthatthetribe

wasknownastheSeadomtribe,andthattheywerelocatedinJapan.Whilewehadassumedthatwe

wouldbelookingforaneedleinahaystack,noneofuscould’veguessedthatwewouldaccidentally

bumpintoMissFujiko…”
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“WhileIdoknowthatthismapbelongstotheSeadomtribe,it’sonlybecauseofpasseddown

knowledgefrommyancestors…Truthbetold,thisisinyfirsttimeseeingthismapaswell,”muttered

Takuyawithasighafterbrieflylookingatthemap.

“Then…DoyouhaveanyideahowwecangettoYearningIsland?Orattheveryleast,howwecan

locateit?Fromwhatweknow,theislandseemstofloataboutonseaandisonlylocatablethrougha

specialmethodofsorts.AsMasterGhostsaid,theislandappearedonthemaponce,butneveragain

eversince…”repliedGeraldwithaslightfrownashelookedatthemap.



“Well…Asyoumayhavealreadyguessed,theSeadomtribeusedtoinhabitthatisland,thoughthatwas

agesago.WhileIcan’tsaythatIknowhowtogetthere,worrynot,brother!Sinceyou’vehelpedmy

familythismuch,I’lldefinitelyfindawaytogetyouthere!”declaredTakuyaashebeganrackinghis

memories,hopingtorememberdetailsabouttheislandandtheSeadomtribe.

Shortlyafter,Takuyawalkedovertoabookshelfandbeganflippingthroughthebooksthere.

Seeingthat,Fujikowhowasstillfindingitdifficulttoprocessallthiscouldn’thelpbutmutter,“I’venever

evenheardoftheSeadomtribeorYearningIslanduptillthispoint…”

Quitehonestly,nowthatsheknewGerald’struegoals,shecouldn’thelpbutfeelslightlydisappointed.

Afterall,shehadinitiallythoughtthathewasdoingallthisforher!Intruth,hehadonlyhelpedher

familysomuchtoobtaininformation!Thoughshefeltthatallthiswasalittletoomuch,thiswassimply

therealityofthesituation.

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldsimplyshookhisheadwithabittersmileashereplied,“HadInot

encounteredthemap,Iwouldn’thaveknownaboutanyofthiseither…”

ItwasawhilelaterwhenTakuyareturnedwithadustybookinhand.HandingittoGerald,hethensaid,

“Here.Thisbookcontainsathoroughhistoryofourfamily,thoughI’mnotsureifwhatyouneedisin

here.”

“Pleaseletmehavealook,”repliedGerald,hiseyesglintingwithexcitementashequicklybegan

flippingthroughthepages.

However,themoreheflipped,themorehisenthusiasmdropped.Asitturnedout,thistrulywasjusta

familyhistorybook.Noteventhewords‘YearningIsland’wasmentionedinit!Whatmore,fromwhat

Geraldhadgathered,thebook’sfirstrecordsbeganaroundfivehundredyearsago,whichwasprobably

whentheSeadomtribehadfirstlefttheisland.



Withthatinmind,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“…Isthistheonlybook?”

“Unfortunately,it’stheonlyrelevantoneImanagedtofind.Istherenothingrelevanttoyouinthere?”

repliedTakuyaasheshookhishead.

Everybookinthisroomhadbeenlabeledaccordingtoitscontents,andthoughtherewasalottogo

through,Takuyaknewthathisancestorsonlykeptthe‘moreimportant’bookshere.Inotherwords,

recordsoftheSeadomtribeandYearningIslandprobablywouldn’thavebeenstoredhere.

“Sadly,no.Thebookissimplyarecordofeverythingthat’shappenedtoyourfamily,”saidGeraldashe

shookhishead,feelingslightlyfrustrated.

“Isee…Unfortunately,thisroomalreadycontainseverythingpasseddownfrommyancestors.While

I’vebeentoldthatI’madescendantoftheSeadomtribeandIdoremembermyfatherandgrandfather

mentioningYearningIsland,Iwasneverreallytoldhowtogetthere…”mutteredTakuya,feelingbadfor

notbeingabletohelpGerald.

“IdowonderwhetherMissFujiko’spendantisthekeytoallthis…”saidMasterGhostoutoftheblueas

helookedatherpendant;Fromtheveryfirsttimehehadseenit,hecouldalreadytellthattheitemwas

aspecialone,andMasterGhostknewforafactthatsuchitemswereusuallythemoreusefulthings.

“This…?”mutteredFujikoassheremovedherpendant.

“It’sjustaguess,ofcourse,butit’ssomething,”repliedMasterGhostasheshookhishead.

“Well,whateverthecaseis,Ibelievethatwe’lleventuallycrackthecode,”saidTakuyaashelita

cigarette.
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“Indeed…Eitherway,nowthatyouknowaboutmysituation,pleasedon’ttellthistoanyone.Sincethis

concernsthesafetyofmyparentsandsister,ifanyaccidentshappen,I’mafraidIwon’tforgivethat

easily,”saidGeraldasheclenchedhisfists.

“Gotit!”repliedbothTakuyaandhisdaughterastheynodded.

Withthatsaid,aftersittinginthesecretroomforawhilelonger,thegroupeventuallylefttogether

beforepartingways.

Uponarrivingathisroom,GeraldwaitedforMasterGhostandAidentoenteraswellbeforeclosingthe

doorbehindhim.Oncethatwasdone,hecouldn’thelpbutsitonhisbed,feelingdejected.Afterall,all

thistime,hehadsimplyassumedthatoncehefoundtheSeadomtribe,themysteriesofYearningIsland

wouldbeinthebag.Nowthatthingshadtakenthisturn,herealizedjusthownaïvehewastothinkthat.

Afterall,nowthathethoughtaboutit,theSeadomtribewasanancientone.Withthatinmind,evenif

hehadmanagedtofinddescendantsofthattribe,everythingfromthepastshould’vepredictablybeen

whiskedawaybytime!Justknowingwhotheirancestorswerewasclearlynotenough!

SensingGerald’sdiscontent,MasterGhostwasquicktoask,“Well…NowthatweknowthattheFutabas

can’thelpusgetthere,shouldwestillremain?It’llprettymuchbeawasteoftimebythelooksof

things…”

“Let’sjustwaitabit…”mutteredGeraldwithasigh.

Honestly,hewasn’tsurewhatwasbestfortheircurrentsituationeither.Still,tothinkthattheironly

leadhadbeenadudthisentiretime…

“Andwhatifwestillcan’tfindanythingafter‘abit’?”askedMasterGhost.

“We’lltalkaboutitthen.Besides,westillhavetohelptheFutabaswiththeirissuesbeforeleaving.



Remember,whenhelpingothers,weneedtoseethroughit,”repliedGeraldbeforelightingacigarette

andtakingtwodeeppuffsofit.

AlreadypredictingwhatGeraldwouldsay,MasterGhostthennoddedbeforesaying,“Sobeit.We’lldo

whateveryouaskusto!”

Hearingthat,AidenwhowasfeelingbadforGeraldthenadded,“Whydon’twejusttaketheKanagawas

andHanyusoutstraightoffthebat?Thatway,we’llbeabletoquicklybegininvestigatinghowtogetto

YearningIslandagain!”

“I’ll…considerit,”repliedGeraldwithabittersmile.

Currently,manythoughtswereplaguinghismind.Forone,hehadnoideahowhisparentsorsister

weredoingontheisland.Whatmore,itwasn’teasylivingundercoverallthetimewhilehisenemies

remainedoutintheopen.

Inallhonesty,Geraldcouldn’tdenythathehadconsideredlettingWill’smencapturehimsothathe

couldfinallyheadtoYearningIsland.However,ifhedidso,thentheriskofhimfailingwasstillpretty

high.

Afterall,whoknewhowtheywouldlockhimuponcehegotthere.Ifheendeduplosinghislife,thenall

wouldtrulybelost.

Eitherway,Geraldthensentthetwoawaybeforelayingonhisbedtothinkthingsthrough.

Whenmorningcame,Geraldwasawakenedbyaknockonthedoor,followedbysomeonesaying,“Mr.

Crawford…?ThechairmanoftheFareastConsortiumhascomeover,andhesaysthathewishestomeet

you.”

“Derrick’shere…?”mutteredGeraldasherubbedhiseyesbeforerollingoffthebed.Afterslippinghis



jacketonandexitinghisroom,Geraldrealizedthatthepersonatthedoorwastheindividualwhom

TakuyahadselectedlastnighttodealwiththeFareastConsortium.

UponseeingGerald,theFutabafamilymemberwhowentbyTakushuthenquicklyreplied,“Indeed…

Aftermeetinghimearlier,heinsistedthathefollowusback!Notdaringtorefuse,wesimplyledhim

backtothemanor…Withthatsaid,pleasemeetupwithhim,Mr.Crawford…Wereallycan’taffordto

offendhim…”

“Iwill.Leadtheway,”saidGeraldasherecalledjusthowmuchDerrickhadhelped.
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Derrickhimselfcouldbeseennervouslypacingatthedoor.Afterall,hewaswellawareofhowabrupt

hisvisitwas,andhewashonestlyworriedthatthismightupsetGerald.Evenso,heknewhehadto

comeover.Afterall,hehadn’tbeenabletomeetwithGeraldinyears!WithhowmuchGeraldmoved

around,Derrickwasseriouslyworriedthathewouldn’tbeabletoseeGeraldagaintillanotherfewyears

hadpassedifhedidn’tmakehismovenow.

Hisfears,however,werequicktovanishwhenhesawGeraldwalkingtowardhim.Smilingbroadly,

Derrickthenjoggedintothemanorwhilewavinghishandasheshouted,“BrotherGerald!”

WatchingasDerrickfishedapackofcigarettesoutbeforeofferingonetohim,Geraldacceptedone

beforereplyingwithasmile,“So…Whatbringsyouhereonthisfineday?”

“I…justwantedtoseeyou,honestly.Afterall,ifImissedthischance,whoknowshowlongit’llbe

beforewecanmeetagain!”saidDerrickashelitGerald’scigarettewhilegrinningsheepishly.

“AndhereIthoughtyouneededmyhelpwithsomething…”jokedGeraldwithachuckle.

“Oh,please,brotherGerald!AsifI’deveraskforyourhelpallwilly-nilly!However,feelfreetorequest

formorehelpfrommeifyoueverneedit!”repliedDerrickwithalaugh.



Shakinghishead,Geraldthentuggedhisjacketclosertohimsincetheearlyautumnmorningwas

slightlychillybeforesaying,“Regardless,let’stalkinside…”

Noddinginresponse,DerrickthenfollowedGeraldallthewaytotheFutabamanor’sparlor.Thougha

fewmaidshadbeencleaningtheparlorbeforetheyarrived,thesecondtheysawGeraldleadingaguest

in,theyhurriedlyleft.

Eitherway,onceDerrickwasseated,heclearedhisthroatbeforesaying,“So…ifyou’rewonderinghowI

gothere,it’sbecauseIaskedtheFutabasinchargeofthecollaborationtoleadmehere…Ihopemy

arrivalisn’tdisturbingyouinanyway…”

UnderstandingthatDerrickwassimplyworriedthathehadleftabadimpressiononhim,Geraldthen

shookhisheadashereplied,“Notatall.”

“Oh,thankgod!Iwassoworriedthatyou’dbeannoyed!Still,tobeabletomeetyouagainafterso

manyyears…Whatluck!”saidDerrickwithagrin.

“Alright,nowyoujustsoundweird,”repliedGeraldwithaslightlyraisedbrow.

Chucklinginresponse,Derrickthenflickedhiscigarettebeforeleaningslightlyforwardashesaid,

“Well…tobecompletelyhonest,Ialsocameheretodaytotellyousomething…”

“I’massumingyoureallyneedmyhelp?”askedGeraldashecrossedhislegs.

“Farfromit.I’mplanningonhandingthirtypercentoftheFareastConsortium’ssharestoyou,”replied

Derrickwhileshakinghishead.

“…Thirtypercent?”saidGeraldasheraisedaneyebrow.



WithhowhightheFareastConsortiumrankednotonlyinJapan,butalsointhewholeofAsia,Gerald

knewforafactthatgettingeventhreepercentofthatcompany’sshareswouldbeenoughforafamily

tobeluxuriouslysetforlifeforafewgenerations.
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Basedonaroughestimate,Geraldfiguredthatthirtypercentoftheshareswouldprobablyamountto

tenbilliondollars.

“Bingo.I’vealreadybeenplanningtotellyouthisforyears,thoughIwasneverabletofindyou…With

thatsaid,nowthatwe’vefinallymetagain,pleaseacceptmyoffering.I’vealreadyboughtsomeofthe

company’sshares,andI’llbetransferringthemtoyoulater,”repliedDerrickwithanod,hiseyesblazing

withpassion.Fromthelooksofit,hereallywantedGeraldtohavethemoney.

Afteraslightpause,Geraldsimplychuckledbeforesaying,“Aren’tyouworriedthatI’lltakeoveryour

companyafteryouhandmetheshares?”

“Sowhatifyoudo?Yousavedmylife!Hadyounotgivenmeachancetolive,Iwouldn’thavebeenable

tostarttheFareastConsortiuminthefirstplace!Besides,yousimplyaren’tthekindofpersontodo

suchathing!”repliedDerrick.

Thoughhisencounterwiththosebanditshadtakenplaceyearsago,hestillhadnightmaresaboutit.

NightmareswhereGeraldnevercametohisrescue,resultinginhisheadgettingchoppedoffbyanax.

Withthatinmind,everytimehewokeupdrenchedincoldsweat,hisgratitudetowardGeraldonlygrew

strongerandstronger.

Eitherway,uponhearingthat,Geraldpouredhimselfacupofteawhilesaying,“Savingyouwasonlya

smallmatterforme,soIreallycan’tacceptyourshares.However,ifyoustillinsist,I’mwillingtoaccept

theoffer,thoughinreturn,wecan’tmeetupeveragain.Whichisitgoingtobe?”



“That…”mutteredDerrick,clearlynotexpectingGeraldtosaythat.

“Puttingthataside,tellmehonestly.IsthecurrentFutabafamilycapableofmeetingyourcompany’s

requirementsforthecollaboration?”askedGeraldasheattemptedtochangethetopic.

Uponhearingthat,Derrick’sexpressionturnedslightlyseriousashereplied,“Unfortunately,they

can’t…”

“Howlargeisthegap?”askedGeraldwhohadexpectedthatanswer.Afterall,whiletheoldFutaba

familymayhavebeenabletopullitoff,thoseleechesprettymuchruinedeverythingbyreplacing

teamworkwithgreedformoney.

Gerald,forone,knewthatDerrickhadonlyofferedtheFutabaslargecontractssinceDerrickhadbeen

keentopleasehim.WhilethiswouldallowtheFutabafamilytorevive,Geraldwashonestlyworried

thatDerrick’sdecisionwouldeventuallycomebacktoburdenhim.Infact,itcouldpossiblyaffectthe

FareastConsortiumasawhole,andGeraldreallydidn’twantDerricktosufferalossjustbecausehe

wantedtohelphim.

Clearinghisthroat,Derrickthensaid,“Well…I’llbesayingthingsfranklythen…”

“Goahead.There’sonlythetwoofusherenow.Saywhatever’sonyourmind,”repliedGeraldwitha

nod.

“Well,asyou’vesaid,thegapisabitwide…Sinceweworkedtogetheronceafewyearsback,Ivaguely

rememberedthefamilybeingquitecapable.However,afterdiscussingwiththeminthepastfewdays,

I’veunfortunatelyfoundthatthefamily’scapabilitieshavegreatlydeclined…”mutteredDerrickwitha

sigh.

Honestly,hadGeraldnotaskedhimtohelpthem,hewouldn’thavegiventheFutabasachanceatall,at

leastfromthemomenthelearnedthattheirfamilywasinsuchpoorcondition.



“Tobehonest,youcouldjusthandthemsimplercontracts,youknow?Anythinggoodenoughthat’ll

helpthemrecover.Followingthat,youcangivethemthemorestandardcontracts,”repliedGeraldashe

strokedhisuntrimmedgoatee.

“Ihadthoughtaboutthattoo,thoughintheend,Ijusttoldmysecretarytoloosentherequirements.As

aprecaution,I’vealsoselectedagroupoftechnicalstaffandcompanymanagementpersonnelwho’llbe

headingtotheFutabafamily’scompanytolendthemahandinafewdays.Withthatsaid,thisshouldn’t

betoomuchofaproblemintheend,”saidDerrick.
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“That’sgoodtohear,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

“Indeed.Still,youreallydon’thavetoworryaboutthis.IknowwhatI’mdoing,sothereshouldn’tbe

anyunexpectedproblems,”saidDerrickashenoddedinresponse.Intheend,hewasstilltheonewho

hadestablishedamassivebusinessempire.Withthatsaid,dealingwithasmallissuelikethiswasno

problemtohim.

“That’sreassuringtohear,”repliedGeraldwithasmilebeforesippingonsometea.

Smilingback,Derrickwasthenpromptedtoask,“So…Howlongareyouplanningtostayhere,brother

Gerald…?”

“Nottoosuremyself,honestly.IguessI’lljuststaytillmyproblemsaresolved,”repliedGeraldashe

shookhishead.Thoughhesaidthat,heknewthatifhereallyneededtoleavequickly,thenallhe

neededwasadaytocompletelyvanquishtheKanagawasandHanyusoffthefaceoftheplanet.

Thatwas,ofcourse,onlyifheabsolutelyneededtoleave.Afterall,nowthatTakuyawasawareofhis

goal,therewasachancethatthepatriarchcouldsuddenlyfindorrecallthingsaboutYearningIsland.

Besides,evenifGeraldleftJapan,hedidn’thaveanyfurtherleads.

However,ifTakuyacouldn’tfindanythingintheend,juststayingherewouldbeamajorwasteoftime



aswell.Thesewereprettymuchthethoughtsinhisheadafterleavingthesecretroomthenightbefore.

“Problems?BrotherGerald,tellmewhattheyareandIjustmaybeabletohelpyou!”declaredDerrick

ashecameclosertoGerald.

“Iknowyou’rekeentohelp,butthisisn’texactlysomethingyou’recapableofhelpingwith…”replied

Geraldwithaslightlybittersmile.

“Wewon’tknowtillyoutellme,right?”saidDerrick,refusingtogivein.

NotwantingtotalkabouttheSeadomtribeandYearningIsland,Geraldsimplydecidedtoask,“Thentell

me…HowmuchdoyouknowabouttheYamashitas?”

Gerald,forone,wasprettysurethatDerrickhadheardoftheYamashitasbeforeafterlivinghereforso

longaswellastherumorsthattherewereninjasinthatfamily.Basedonwhathenowknewaboutthe

ninjas,GeraldwonderedhowmuchDerrickactuallyknewaboutthem.

“I…don’tknowmuchaboutthem,sadly…AllIknowisthattheYamashitaslackanyconnectionswith

theotherfamiliesorconsortia.Whatmore,thereareeverrumorsthatthereareninjasinthatfamily,

thoughcallbullsh*tonthat…”mutteredDerrickafterthinkingforawhileasheshookhishead.

“Iknow,right?”repliedGeraldwithasubtlesmile.

“Why?Doyouhaveanyconflictswiththatfamily?”askedDerrick.

“Notatall.Iwasjustcuriousaboutthem,”repliedGeraldasheshookhishead.

“Isee…Well,theyareastrangefamily…OneofthestrangestinJapan,actually,”mutteredDerrickashe

thoughtaboutthem.



“Prettymuch.Also,sincewe’realreadytalkingaboutthefamilieshere,whatdoyouknowaboutthe

HanyusandKanagawas?”askedGerald.

“Well…theKanagawasareoneofthelargestfamiliesinthecountry,andthey’veconstantlymade

businessdealingswiththeFareastConsortium.AsfortheHanyus,allIknowisthatthey’reanassassin

family…Idon’tknowmuchelseaboutthem,”repliedDerrickwithaslightfrown.

“Howmuchis‘notmuch’…?”askedGeraldwhohonestlyfeltthattheHanyuswereabiggerproblem.

Afterall,withthatmanyassassinsinthatfamily,ifhedidn’thandlethemallatonce,thenhewould

eventuallycauseunnecessarytroubletohimself.

“Imean…whataspectsareyoureferringto…?”repliedDerrick.

“Everythingyouknowaboutthem.How’sthis?Onceyougetback,writeeverythingyouknowaboutthe

twofamiliesbeforesendingmetheresults,”saidGeraldinaserioustone.
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“Whatelse?”Derricknoddedandreplied.

“Justtheseforthetimebeing.IfIneedyourhelp,Iwillletyouknowinadvance,”Geraldsaid.

“Okay.Iwillgobackfirstandletmymeninvestigatethetwofamilies.Iwillinformyouimmediately

whenthereisanynews.”Derrickstoodupandleftwithquickstepsaftersayingthat.

Watchinghimleave,Geraldyawned.



Ashepouredhimselfanothercupofhottea,hebeganthinkingabouthowtogetridoftheKanagawa

andHanyufamilies.

Althoughhehadthreatenedthetwofamiliespersonally,Geraldknewthatfamilieswithhighstatuslike

themwouldnotbeafraidofthreats.Theywouldonlystayquietforafewdaysorafewdozendaysat

most.

Aftersometime,theywouldresumetheirmoveonhim.Geraldhadexperiencedthiscountlesstimes.

“Whyareyousittinghere?”AsGeraldwasdeepinthought,Takuyapushedthedooropen.Seeing

someonesittinginthemiddleoftheroom,hewasstartled.

“DerrickofFareastConsortiumcamehere,andIspokewithhimforawhilejustnow.”Geraldstoodup

andnoddedtohimasagreeting.

“Hasheleftalready?”Takuyalookedoutsidequickly.

“Heshouldhaveleftthemanorbynow,”Geraldsaidwithashrug.

“Then,let’sleavehimbe.”Takuyaclosedthedooroftheparlorandwalkedtothebookshelf.Afterthat,

hepressedtheswitchandrevealedthesecretroom.

“AfterIwentbacklastnightandthoughtaboutit,IrealizedthatIhadoverlookedonething.”After

makingsurethedoorwaslocked,Takuyaspokeashewalkedintotheroom.

“Whatisit?”Hearingthis,Geraldfollowedafterhimimmediately.

“Ihadbeenlookingforthefamily‘srecordsaboutYearningIslandyesterday,butIforgotthatafew

hundredyearsago,theancestorshadcompletelypreservedeverythingabouttheSeadomtribe.The



currentFutabaclanisactuallyconsideredanewclan.”

Takuyaspokeasheflippedthroughtheancientbooks,scratchinghishead.

Hehadbarelyhadanysleeplastnight.HekeptthinkingabouthowhecouldhelpGerald,andithadkept

himupuntildawn.Justwhenhewantedtocomeoverandchecktherecords,hehadbeenunableto

resisthissleepiness.

Aftersleepingfortwoorthreehours,hehadopenedhiseyesandcomehere.

“Then,wheredidyourancestorskeepalltherecords?Aretheyinthesebooksorsomeotherplaces?”

Geraldcouldn’thelpbutask.

“I’mnotsureeither.Whenmyfatherpassedawaytwentyyearsago,hementionedittomejustbefore

hedied,butIdidnottakeitseriously,soIdidnotask.”Takuyasighedandansweredhonestly.

“It’sfine.Itdoesn’tmatterifyoucan’tfindit.Icaninvestigateitslowly.”AsmallhopekindledinGerald,

butitsoonturnedintodisappointment.

“Thisseemstobetheone.”Afterawhile,Takuya’sexcitedvoicewasheard.

Hepulledoutanotefromabookatthebottomoftheshelf.However,duetoitsage,thepaperhad

becomeveryfragile,almostasifitwouldbreakintopieceswithjustasqueeze.
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Takuyabroughtthepapertothetablecarefullyandunfoldeditwithgreatcaution,fearingthateventhe

slightestshiverwouldfragmentthepaper.



Despitehiscarefulness,hestilldamagedasmallpartofthepaperwhenheopenedthepaper.

“ThisshouldbethepaperthatrecordstheSeadomtribe.It’sjustasmallpieceofpaper.I’mafraidit

mightnothavetheansweryouwant.”Takuyalaidthepaperflatonthetableandsighedagainvery

lightly.Hefearedthathisbreathmightblowawaythepaper.

“It’sabitblurred.”Geraldfrownedandproppedhishandsonthetabletoread.

Therewereindeedsomerecordsonthepaper,butthewritinghadbecomeblurredandfadedduetoits

oldage.Geraldcouldnotreadwhatwaswrittenonthepaperatall.Moreover,thewritingonthepaper

didnotlookliketheWestonlanguagenorEnglish,whichwaswidelyusedintheWest.

“Canyoureadthis?”Afterlookingatitforawhile,Geraldcouldnotfigureoutwhatitwasandraisedhis

headtoaskTakuya.

“ThisshouldbethespecialscriptoftheSeadomtribe.Theancestorsdidnotpassthisdown,soIdon’t

knowaboutit.”AsGeraldwasreadingit,Takuyawasdoingthesame.Heshookhisheadandsaid

helplessly.

“That’saproblem.”Geraldrubbedhisstubble.

“Thatfriendofyoursseemstoknowmanythings.HeevenknowsabouttheSeadomtribe.Callhimhere

totakealook,maybehecanunderstandthis.”

Afterlookingforamoment,Takuya’seyessuddenlyshone.

“MasterGhost?”Atthementionofhisname,Geraldwasremindedofthisaswell.

Withoutdelay,GeraldturnedaroundandwenttogetMasterGhost.



Withintenminutes,GeraldhaddraggedMasterGhostbyhisarmintothesecretroom.

“Iaskedyouwhatyouweredoing,andinsteadoftellingme,youjustdraggedmehereearlyinthe

morning.I’mstillverysleepy.”MasterGhostsimplyletGeraldpullhimandsaidwhileyawning.

“Youcansleepaslongasyouwantaftersolvingthis.”Geraldploppedhimonthebenchinfrontofthe

table.

“Whatisit?”MasterGhostrubbedhiseyes.HecouldsensetheimportanceofthematterfromGerald’s

tone.

“Lookatthis.Canyoureadthescriptonthispaper?”Geraldpointedatthepaperlaidflatonthetable

andasked.

“Letmesee.”MasterGhostopenedhiseyeswideandleanedoverthepaper.

Helookedatthepaperfornearlyhalfanhour.

GeraldandTakuyastoodstill.Nooneopenedhismouthtospeaknordidtheymovearound,fearingthat

itmightdisturbMasterGhost’sthoughts.

“ThisisthescriptoftheSeadomtribe,right?”Afteralongtime,MasterGhostasked.

“Yes.Thisshouldhavebeenhandeddownbyourancestors.”Takuyanodded.

“Icanreadthis,but…”MasterGhostshowedalookofembarrassment.



“Butwhat?Justsayit.”Geraldwasrelievedandhurriedlyurgedhimsincethepaperwaslikelyto

containthemethodtofindYearningIsland.

“Onthispieceofpaper,itsaysthateverythingrecordedabouttheSeadomtribeisallstoredinone

placefortheFutabafamily.Thisisjustsomeveryordinaryfamilydocument.”MasterGhostglancedat

thepaperagainandsaid.

“Itdoesn’tsaywhereit’sstored?”Geraldfrownedatonce.

“It’swrittenonthepaper.”MasterGhostnodded.
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“Areyoulookingforafight?”Geraldraisedhisfist,readytopunchMasterGhost.

“TherecordsabouttheSeadomtribeareintheancientruinsinYanam.IfIamnotmistaken,itshouldbe

inthesameplacewherewefoundtheseamap.So,thatmeanswewereonlyonestepawayfromthe

secretsoftheSeadomtribe,butwemissedit.”

MasterGhosthelplesslyrevealedthetruth.

“Theancientruins?”Geraldblinkedhiseyes.

“Indeed.Itwaswrittenveryclearlyonthepaper.Well,Iamnotveryknowledgeableaboutthescriptof

theSeadomtribe,somytranslationmightnotbeaccurate.”MasterGhostdarednotguaranteeit.Ifhe

waswrong,itwouldbeawasteoftimeandeffort.

“Sigh…”Geraldletoutalongbreath.



TheywereindeedveryneartothesecretsoftheSeadomtribe,butwhenhethoughtaboutit,hedidnot

feelverysad.Whenhehadenteredtheancientruins,hehadnotknownaboutthisyetandhadthought

thathecouldfindYearningIslandandsavehisparentsandsisteroncehegottheseamap.

“So,youguyswanttogotherenow?”TakuyalookedatGeraldandasked.

“No.”Geraldshookhishead.

“Butyoucan’tgetanythingfromstayinginthefamily.Youwouldonlybeabletouncoverthesecretsof

YearningIslandwhenyougototheancientruinsinYanam.”Takuyawasconfusedandaskedquickly.

“Wewillgoafterwehaveatleasthelpedyousettlethecurrentproblems.”Geraldknewthatoncehe

left,theKanagawaandHanyufamilieswouldtakeactionagainsttheFutabafamilyoncetheygotthe

news.

EvenwiththebusinesscontractswithFareastConsortium,itwasstilljustabusinessdeal.Still,the

Hanyufamilywasanassassinfamily,andtherewasalsoKanagawaKai,whowoulddoanythingto

achievehisgoalintheKanagawafamily.

“This…”Takuyadidn’texpectthatthereasonGeralddidnotleaveimmediatelywasforhisfamily.

“PatriarchTakuya,thisiswhatGeraldhasalwaysthought.TheWestonersalwayssaythatwhenwe

wanttohelpsomeone,weshouldhelpthemaccomplishthewholethingwell.Sincewechosetohelp

you,wecan’tleavehalfway,right?”MasterGhostsaid.

“Thankyou…thankyousomuch.”TakuyawassooverwhelmedthathedidnotknowWhattosay.Even

hishandsweretrembling.



“Anyway,PatriarchTakuya,wemighthavetotakethispaperaway.However,afterwesolvethe

problem,wewillsurelyreturnitinitsoriginalcondition.”

Aftersayingthat,Geraldclosedhiseyes.

WiththechangesinthepoweroftheHerculeanPrimordialSpiritinhisbody,theentiresecretroom

becamehotanddry.Afterawhile,Geraldpressedhishandonthepaper,releasinghisessentialqifrom

hispahntowrapthepaper.

Afterdoingthis,Geraldletoutabreathandputthepaperintohispocketcarefully.

WiththeprotectionofthepoweroftheHerculeanPrimordialSpirit,nottomentionthedailyfoldingand

unfolding,therewouldn’tbeanyproblemevenifthepaperwasthrownintothefireforthreedaysand

nights.

“Noproblem.It’snotmuchusetothefamily.Ifyouneedit,youcanjusttakeit.Ifeelgladtobeableto

helpyou.”Takuyadidn’tknowwhatGeraldhaddone,butstill,hesaidthis.

“Then,let’sdealwiththetwofamiliesfirst.Afterthat,wewillgobacktotheancientruinsinYanam.”

Afterputtingthepaperaway,Geraldspokecalmly.

“Right.ThereisonethingI’mnotsureifIshouldaskyouabout,”Takuyasaidinalowvoice.

“Justask.”Geraldlaughed.SincehewasabouttolearnthesecretsofYearningIsland,hisheartfelt

muchlighter.

“AboutFujiko,doyouthinkyoushouldtellher?Althoughyouarejustactinginfrontofoutsiders,asher

father,Iknowthatmygirllikesyou.Ifyoudon’ttellher,Ithinkshewillfeelverysadforalongtime,”

Takuyaspokeratherembarrassedly.
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“Iwilltellher.”Geraldnodded.

AfterfightingsidebysidewithFujikoforsolong,itwouldbealietosaythattheydidnothaveany

attachmenttoeachother.Butnow,GeraldonlyhadMilainhisheart,andhewouldnotfallinlovewith

anotherwomananymoreevenifFujikowasanoutstandinglady.

“That’sgreat,that’sgreat.”WithGerald’swords,Takuyawassomehowrelieved.Hesighedandtook

twostepsforwardtopatGerald’sshoulderandsay,”Butifpossible,Istillhopeyoucantakecareof

Fujiko.”

“IwillhelpwhereverIcan.”Geralddidnotrefuse.

Afterleavingthesecretroom,Takuyaclosedthewallfirst.AshewatchedGeraldandMasterGhostwalk

out,hecouldn’thelpbutclasphishandstogether.ItwasnotbecauseofGeraldtakingawaytheitem

leftbehindbyhisancestors,butbecauseheknewthatGeraldwasabouttoleave.

AlthoughheknewthatGeraldwasnotamemberofhisfamilyandcouldnotstayhereforlong,this

feelingwasgrowingstrongerandstronger.HewasveryreluctanttoletGeraldleave.Aftersuchalong

period,hesawGeraldaspartofhisfamily.

“Youshouldkeepthis.”GeraldtookoutthepieceofpaperfromhispocketandhandedittoMaster

Ghost.“Imayhavetogoandclearupsometroubleoverthenextfewdays.Thisissaferwithyou.”

“Weshouldgothereassoonaspossible.TheearlierwecanlearnthesecretsofYearningIsland,the

earlieryoucansaveyourparents.”MasterGhosttookitcarefullyandputitintheinnermostpocket.

“Iknow.”



Geraldnodded.Ofcourse,heknewaboutthisclearly.It’sjustthattheKanagawaandtheHanyufamilies

couldnotbefinishedoffinjustafewdaysanditmightcauseastirinJapan.Afterall,Japanwasnotlike

Yanam.Whentwolargefamilieswerewipedout,itwouldsurelycauseveryseriouseffects.

“Youcangoandrestfirst.Iwillthinkaboutit.”

Walkingtothedooroftheguestroom,GeraldwavedatMasterGhostandpushedthedooropen.

Atthemoment,intheKanagawafamily.

EversincehehadseenGeraldthatnight,KanagawaKai’smoodhadnotbeenverygood.Hedidn’teven

knowwhy.GeraldwasjustaguestoftheFutabafamily,sohowcouldtheteamleadersoftheassassins

oftheHanyufamilyfail?Eventhetoptenassassinsontheassassin’slistcoulddieinthehandsofGerald.

Thesepeoplewouldhaveacertainsuccessrateeveniftheywantedtoassassinatethepresidentof

WesternUnion.Inhisopinion,assassinatingGeraldshouldbeabreeze.

“YoungMaster,youshouldeatsomething.”Theservantstoodoutsidethedoorwiththemeal.He

knockedatthedoorandsaidinalowvoice.

Ataroughcount,Kaihadn’teatenanythingfortwofulldays.

“Getlost!”Hearingthevoiceringingoutside,Kaishoutedangrilyimmediately.Hewasnowimmersedin

fearandhelplessness.Nottomentioneating,evendrinkingwatermadehimfeelnauseated.

Theservantdidnotdaretospeak,sohecouldonlywaitoutsidewiththefood.



Kaismokedcontinuouslyinhischair.Theashtrayinfrontofhimwasalreadyfullofcigarettebutts,and

therewereevenseveralonthefloor.Thewholehousewasreekingofsmoke,andifsomeonewhodid

notknowthesituationenteredthehouse,hewouldthinkthatthesmokewascausedbyafire.

“JustapettyGeraldCrawford,whycan’thebekilled?!”

Aftertakingthelastpuff,Kaislammedhisfistonthetableandsaidangrily.

AftertheHanyufamilyhadfailedandVulture,theseventhtopassassin,hadbeenkilled,hedidnot

knowwhatmethodheshouldrisetodealwithGerald.

“YoungMaster,maybeIcangoandlookfortwogirlsfromFameAcademicCollege.Youmightfeelmore

relaxedafterhavingsomefun.”Afterawhile,thevoiceofhishenchmanrangfromoutside.

“Youtoo,getlost!”Kaifeltthatthehenchmanwhomhehadjustpromotedhadaprobleminhishead.

Hedidn’tevenfeellikeeating,whywouldhewanttoplaywithgirls?!
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Butoncehehadsaidthat,anideasuddenlypoppedintohishead.

“You!Comein!”Kai’sfacerelaxedabitimmediately.

“YoungMaster.”ThehenchmanenteredquicklyandwalkedtowardKaicarefully.Hewithdrewhisneck,

fearingthathewouldbebeatenup.

“Whatdidyousayjustnow?Repeatittomeagain.”Kaiputhishandonhisshouldersandpinnedhim

ontheseatnexttohim.



“Ididn’tsayanythingjustnow!”Thehenchmanwastooscaredtospeak.Aftersittingdown,hislegs

wereshaking.

“Sayit!”Kaiglaredathim,andhisvoicegotlouder.

Thehenchmanwasscaredagain,andhehadnochoicebuttorepeatitwithabitterface.“Isaidthatif

youwereinabadmood,IcouldgotoFameAcademicCollegetofindtwoyounggirlsforyoutoplay

withandmaybe,youwouldfeelbetter.”

“Haha,that’sright!Thisisit!”Whoknew?Assoonasthehenchmanhadsaidthat,Kailaughedloudly.

“YoungMaster,areyoualright?”LookingatKai’sface,thehenchmanaskedhurriedly,worryingthathis

wordsmighthaveturnedKaicrazy.Hecouldnotbeartheconsequences.

“Whatcouldpossiblyhappentome?”Kaitookacigaretteoutoftheboxandthrewitathishenchmen.

Then,helitoneandpacedaroundthelivingroom.

“You’reright.Ishouldgooutandhaveapropermealandthengettwogirls.”Kaifeltmuchbetter.His

henchman’sunintentionalwordshadkindofgivenhimaverygoodidea.

“ShouldIcontactthem?”askedthehenchman.

“Wait,don’trush.”Kaiwavedhishand.

“Ifyoudon’twanttogoout,Icanbringthembackandsendthemhere,”saidthehenchman.

“WhosaidthatIwantedthem?”Kaiturnedhishead.



“Huh?”Thehenchmanwasconfused,notknowingwhatKaimeantbyhiswords.

“ThisisforGerald.”Kaishowedaslysmile.Sincethehardwaydidn’twork,hewouldusethesoftway.

Hedidn’tbelievethatGeraldwasinvincibleandthatnothingcouldwork.

“Listen.Bookahotelroomfortomorrownight.ChoosetwoextremelyhotgirlsfromFameAcademic

Collegeandbringthemtothehotel.Ihaveauseforthem.”Kaithoughtforamomentandsaidtohis

henchman.

“Noproblem,I’llgetrightonit.”Thehenchmannoddedandnoteditdown.

Thenextevening.

Geraldwassittingonhisbedthinkingabouttheancientruins,hisconversationwiththeoldman,and

everythinghehadseenafterenteringthestoneroom.

Still,itwasalreadytwotothreemonthsago.Geraldhadnottakenitseriouslyatthattime,sohe

couldn’trecallitatall.

“Whoisthis?”Thephonerang.Geraldpickeditupandasked.
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“AreyouGerald?”Kai’svoicecouldbeheard.

“ItturnsouttobeYoungMasterKaiKanagawa.WhatcanIdoforyou?”ThemomentGeraldheardKai’s

voice,hebecameamused.So,hecrossedhislegsandasked.

“HowcouldIbeaddressedasayoungmasterinfrontofyou?”Kai’sgloomylaughtercouldbeheard.



“Ifthere’sanything,justspillit.Ifnot,I’mgoingtohangup.”Geraldhadnointerestinwastingtimewith

Kai.Besides,heknewthatKaidefinitelymeantonlyevilsinceKaiwaswillingtotaketheinitiativetocall

him.

“Don’t.”Kaiwasinstantlyanxious.“IknowthatI’vemadealotofmistakespreviously.You’reforgiving,

andyoudon’ttakethemtoheart.So,Iwouldliketotreatyoutoamealasaformofcompensationand

apologyforyou.Then,wecanstillbefriendsinthefuture.”

“Sure.Noproblem.Whattime?”Geraldenduredhislaughterandsaidso.

“Ah?”KaididnotexpectthatGeraldwouldagreetoitinsuchastraightforwardmanner.Hence,hewas

struckspeechlessanddidnotknowwhatheshouldsay.

“Coulditbethatyouwerejustjoking?Youdon’tactuallywanttotreatme?”Geraldcontinuedand

askedhim.

“Ofcoursenot.Isincerelywanttotreatyoutoameal.”

Kaiimmediatelydeniedit.Currently,hewantedGeraldtocomeoutsobadly.Hecertainlywouldnot

missthatchance.

“I’llgiveyouachancegivenyoursincerity.”Geraldsaidwithalowvoice,“Sendthedetailstomy

phone.”

Afterhehadsaidthat,hehunguphisphone.

Attheotherendofthephone,Kaipunchedthewall.HewasveryvexedwithGerald’sattitude,buthe

wasslightlydelightedbecauseGeraldhadagreedtoit.Hewascertainthathecoulddefinitelymake



GeraldlosehisreputationthattimearoundaslongasGeraldcouldcomeout.

“Gerald,sinceIcan’tdoittheharshway,I’lltrythesoftway.Idon’tbelievethatyoudon’thaveany

weaknesses.”Kainarrowedhiseyesandgroundhisteethashesaidso.Hiscountenancewasfullof

darkness.

AftersendingthelocationofthehoteltoGerald,heimmediatelyaskedhisconfidanttocomebacktohis

room.

“What’swrong,YoungMaster?”Hisconfidanthurriedlyrushedover.

“Didyousettlethingsatthehotel?”Kaipointedatthedoor.Afterhissubordinatehadclosedthedoor,

hequestionedhim.

“Yes.I’vebookedaprivateroomonthetopfloor.”Hisconfidantnodded.

“Wherearetheuniversitystudents?”Kaicontinuedtoaskhim.

“Ifoundthemtoo.Ipaideachofthemfivehundreddollars.They’reverycooperative,andthey’renow

waitinginthehotelroom.”Theconfidantcontinuedtoanswerhisquestions.

“Where’sthemedicine?”Kainoddedinsatisfaction.HebelievedthathecoulddefinitelyruinGeraldin

onegoaslongaseverythingwaspreparednicely.

“It’shereaswell.Iespeciallygaveanorderandaskedthemtogotothecustomsofficetogetit.Itwas

nearlywithheldthere.”Theconfidantfishedoutabottleofbrownmedicinefromhispocketandhanded

ittoKai.

Kaitookitandlookedatitforashortwhile.Hethenputitawayrandomlybeforehetookoutastackof



hundreddollarbillsfromhiswalletandthrewtheminfrontofhisconfidant.“Youdidarathergoodjob

thistimearound.”

“Thankyou,YoungMaster.Thankyou!”Theconfidantimmediatelygrabbedallofthemoney.Withthat

money,notonlycouldhehaveagrandfeast,hecouldevenhavesomefunwithtwoB-listorC-list

celebritiesinJapan.Ifitwasauniversitystudent,hecouldevenkeepherashismistressforonetotwo

years.

Takingthemoney,hethenleftswiftly.
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DuringthefewdaysthathehadbeenworkingforKai,hehadlearnedthathecouldnotstaybyKai’sside

fortoolong.Ifnot,hemightsaysomethingwrongandmakeamistake.Itwouldmostprobablygethim

intotrouble.

Evenifhestoodtherewithoutmoving,hewouldalsobecomeatargetforKaitoventhisfeelingsout.

Anafternoonpassedveryquickly.Intheblinkofaneye,nighthadfallen.

GeralddrovetheearandreachedthehotelbasedonthelocationsentbyKai.Geraldonlyrevealedthat

hewasgoingouttoresolveasmallissue.Hence,hedidnotbringanyonewithhim.Afterall,Kaiwasa

villain.

Therewerecertainlypeoplelyinginwaitforhim.Geralddidnotwantotherstotaketheriskwithhim.

Justashehadparkedhiscarintheparkinglotofthehotel,awaitertrottedovertohim.

“MayIknowifyouareMr.GeraldCrawford?”

BeforeGeraldhadfullyrolleddownthewindow,thewaiterbenthisbodyandasked.



“Yes,that’sme.”Geraldnodded.

“Mr.Kanagawahaslongbeenwaitingforyouupstairs.HetoldmethatImustwaithere.”Thewaiter

openedthecardoorforGeraldandputhishandonthecarrooftoo.

“Leadtheway.”Geraldgotoutofthecarandfollowedhimintothehotel.

Kai,whowaswaitingintheprivateroom,receivedthenewsthatGeraldhadreachedthehotel.

“Actnaturallylater.Geraldisnotanordinaryperson.Ifyouactsuspiciously,he’llcertainlyseethat

somethingiswrong.Then,wemayevendiehere,letalonedosomethingtohim.”Kaiputawayhis

phoneandsaidlightlytohisconfidant.

“Don’tworry,YoungMaster.Idefinitelywon’tspillthebeans.”Hissubordinatetookadeepbreathand

nodded.Themomenttheyhadsaidthat,Geraldopenedthedoorandcamein.

Thinkingofwhathadhappenedthatnight,Kaisubconsciouslystoodup,hishandstremblingslightly.

Still,hetookadeepbreathandforcedhimselftostaycalm.

“YoungMaster,thisisarathergrandoccasion.”Geraldtookaglanceattheprivateroombeforehe

lookedatKaiandsaidlightly.AsforthesubordinatebesideKai,hedidnottakethesubordinate

seriouslyatall.

“OfcourseIneedtobegeneroustoserveyou.Otherwise,howcoulditbeworthyofyouridentity?”

Kaigraduallyeasedhistension.LookingatGerald,heputonafakesmileandsaid.



“Then,let’ssitdown.Ihaven’teatenanythingtoday,bytheway.ItseemslikeI’mluckytobeableto

enjoygreatfoodtoday.”Geralddidnotbotheraboutthem,andbedirectlysatdownonthechair,

devouringthefood.

Asforthedishes,Geraldwasnotworriedatallastowhethertheywerepoisonedornot.Afterall,he

hadtheHerculeanPrimordialSpirittoprotecthim.Evenifitwasthemostpowerfulpoisonintheworld,

itwouldnotbeeffective.

Geraldwaseatingheartily.Seeingthat,Kaiwasslightlyhappy.AslongasGeraldatemore,itmeantthat

hewasmuchmorerelaxed.Then,itwouldbemoreconvenientforKaitodrugGeraldlater.

“Gerald,letmeproposeatoasttoyou.I’veoffendedyoualotinthepast.NowthatIthinkaboutit,I

wasindeedovertheline.Ihopethatwecanbegoodfriendsinthefuture.”Beforelong,Kairaisedhis

wineglass.

Hiscupwasfilledwithsake,whichwasofaverylowpercentageofalcohol.Ontheotherhand,thewine

inGerald’scupwasmorethanseventypercent.ForadrunkardlikeKai,hewoulddefinitelybeknocked

outafterhehadtwoglassesofthatkindofalcohol.

“Noproblem.IfIhaveafriendlikeyouwithsuchastatus,you’llhelpmetoresolvealltheproblemsI

faceinthefuture,right?”Geraldlaughedloudly.Hethenraisedthewineglassanddirectlygulpedit

down.

ThetasteofthestrongwinespreadaroundinGerald’smouth.Certainly,hehadforeseenthosetactics.
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Althoughitdidnotproducemuchofaneffectonhim,hestillpretendedasthoughhewasnotgoodat

drinking.Heceaselesslydrewincoldair.



“Gerald,itseemslikeyou’renotverygoodatdrinking.”SeeingGerald’sappearance,Kaibecamemuch

moreconfident.

“That’sright.I’mveryweakatdrinking.Ibasicallygetdrunkaftertwotothreeglassesofwine.”Gerald

echoedKai’swordsandsaidso.Intruth,thatkindofwinedidnotaffecthimatall.Themorehedrank,

themorehewouldjustneedtogoandpee.HecouldevenusehisHerculeanPrimordialSpiritto

evaporatetheurineinhisbody.

“We’rethesametypeofpeople.Then,let’seatfirst!”KaididnoturgeGeraldtodrinkmorewine.Ifnot,

Geraldmightfeelthatsomethingwasamiss.

Besides,KaibecamenotsoanxiousanymoreafterhelearnedabouthowmuchGeraldcoulddrink.After

ameal,oneatleastneededtodrinkfourtofiveglassesofwine.

“You’reflatteringme.”Geraldputdownthewineglassandcontinuedeatingthefoodinfrontofhim.

Kaijuststaredathim.Afterashortwhile,hecouldnothelpbutask,“Bytheway,Gerald,whatkindof

relationshipdoyouhavewiththeFutabafamilyexactly?Howcomeyouhelpthemsomuchwhen

you’reaWestoner?Coulditbethatyou’vefalleninlovewithFujiko?”

“It’sjustcoincidental.”Geraldwavedhishandandcontinuedeating.

HearingGerald’swordsthatcarriednomeaning,Kaiknewthathehadmadeavainattempt.Hence,he

ceasedtalking.

Timepassed,andKaiwatchedasGeraldateendlessly.HethencontinuedtomakeGeralddrinkafew

glassesofwine.

GeralddidnotdisappointKaieither.Afterdowningtwoglassesofwineconsecutively,Geraldusedthe

essentialqiinhisbodytomakehisfacelookredder.Healsopretendedtobedrunkinhisactions.



“YoungMaster,whydoyouhavetodealwiththeFutabafamily?Didn’tyourfamilymaintainpeacewith

themforhundredsofyears?OrdidsomeonefromtheFutabafamilysendthenewstoyousecretly?If

not,howdidyouknowwhereMissFutabais?”

Geraldheldhischinwithonehand,andeventhewordshesaidwereslightlyincoherent.Helookedlike

hewasindeeddrunk.

“Howisitpossiblethatsomeonecouldhavesentthenewstoussecretly?Butitconcernsmyfamily,soI

can’ttellyouaboutit.”Kaiwasstunnedforashortwhile,butherevealednothing.

“It’sfineifyoudon’ttellmeaboutit.Iunderstand.”Wavinghishand,Geraldreplied.

“Let’scontinueeating.It’smytreattoday.Eatanddrinkwhateveryoulike.Ifit’snotenough,I’llaskthe

waitertoserveyoumore!”Kainodded.HefeltthatGeraldwasterriblydrunk.

Afterhavinganothertwomouthfulsofrice,Geraldthrewawaythespoonandpretendedtobedrunk.

Hethendirectlylayproneonthetable.Beforelong,onecouldhearhissnores.

“Gerald?”Seeingthatscene,Kaiwasslightlyhelpless.Unexpectedly,hehadnotevendruggedGerald

beforethelatterhadsprawledoverthetable.

However,onthepremiseofknowingGerald’smeans,Kaididnotlosehisvigilance.Hecalledoutto

Geraldafewtimesbeforehewalkedtohimgentlyandcalledouttohimagain.

AfterKaisawthatGeraldmadenoresponseandmovement,hestretchedhishandouttopatGerald’s

backbriefly.

“He’sindeedbadatdrinking.Atfirst,Ithoughtthatitwouldbeverytroublesome,butIdidn’texpect



thatIwouldbeabletosettlehimwithsuchgreatease!”SeeingthatGeraldwasindeeddrunk,Kaibroke

intoasmile.Hehadnoscrupleswithhiswordsnow.

Geraldwasbadatdrinking.Kaiknewthatafterfourtofiveglassesofwine,whichhadanalcohol

percentageofseventypercent,Geraldwouldnotwakeupeveniftheroofcollapsed,letaloneregainhis

consciousness.Atleast,hewouldsleepsoundlyformorethantenhours.
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Kaihadgainedthatkindofexperiencefromhisaddictiontoalcoholinthepast.

“Whatshouldwedonow?”Hisconfidantwalkedtohimandasked.

“Whatelsecanwedo?AskthewaitertocomeandcarryGeraldtotheroomdownstairs.Isthecamera

ready?”

KaiwantedsobadlytokillGeralddirectlyinthatinstant.Heknewthathewouldcertainlybeabletodo

soifhetrulywantedto.

Buthedarednotdoso.AlthoughhisfamilypossessedapowerfulstatusinJapan,theFutabafamilywas

noteasygameeither.IftheFutabafamilygainedsomethingagainsthim,hisentirelifewouldberuined.

Soonthewaiterhadarrived,andhecarriedGeraldoutoftheprivateroom.

Thetwofemaleuniversitystudentshadlongbeenwaitingthere,andthecamerashadbeensetupinthe

room,waitingforGeraldtobesentthereandfallintoKai’strap.

“Begentler.Don’twakehimup!”Seeingthatthewaiterwasbeingcareless,Kaiimmediately

reprimandedhim.

IfGeraldfelltothefloororthewaiteraccidentallyknockedhimagainstthedoor,hemightwakeup



instantly.

ThewaitercarriedGeraldtothebedcarefully.AfterhehadreceivedsometipsfromKai,hehurriedly

left.

“Thisisthemoneyforyou.”

Kaitookoutastackofhundreddollarbillsfromhisbagandthrewthemonthebed.“Remember.You

havetogiveallyouhavetoservemyfriend.Aslongashe’scomfortable,thisisnothingbutsmall

money.”

“Thankyou,Sir!”WhenthetwouniversitystudentssawhowgenerousKaiwas,theireyesbrightened.

Hewasmuchmoregenerousthantheotherbosses.

AfterKaihadleft,hedidnotgoandcheckoutthesurveillancesystem.However,hepreparedtoreturn

totheroomandtakearest.Althoughhedidnothaveseventydegreestrongwine,heaccompanied

Geraldanddrankmuchwine.Besides,hisbodyhadlongbeenruinednow,andhecouldnottakethat.

“GoandkeepaneyeonitIfanythinghappens,callme.Doyouunderstand?”BeforeKaienteredhis

room,heespeciallygaveanordertohisconfidant.

Onthesurface,hisconfidantagreedtoit.However,afterKaiclosedthedoor,heimmediatelywalkedto

theelevator.HeusedthemoneyKaihadgivenhimthatdayandmadeanappointmentwithaC-list

celebrity.Hecertainlycouldnotwastesuchagreatopportunitytogoandstandguardbeforea

computer.

Geraldwasstilllyingonthebedintheroom.

HestilldidnotknowwhatKaiwantedtodountilthatmoment.



However,afterspreadinghissensesaroundwiththeHerculeanPrimordialSpirit,hecouldclearlynotice

thatafewcameraswereoperatingintheroom.Geraldfocusedhisattention,andaninvisibleessential

qiwasspreadoutofhisbody,makingallofthesurveillancesystemandhiddencamerasunableto

functionnormally.

“He’sdrunk.”Atthattime,thetwouniversitystudentswerestilldiscussinghowtoserveGerald.When

theysawhimsleepingsoundlywhilelyingonthebedthemomenthewascarriedintotheroom,they

weresooninaslightdilemma.

“Then,whatshouldwedo?Mr.Kanagawagaveusalotofmoney.Lfwejustsithereanddonothing,I’m

afraidthathe’sgoingtoretrieveallofthemoney.”

TheothergirlpattedGerald’sbackSeeingthathewasstillnotawake,shewasslightlyhelpless.

“Whoareyou?”GeraldusedhisessentialqiandsensedthatKaiandtheothershadleft.Hence,hedid

notpretendanymore.Heturnedaroundandaskedlightly.

“You’reawake.”HearingGerald’svoice,theyrevealedasmile.
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ThetwoofthemsatnearertoGerald.Afterward,theystartedtotakeofftheirclothes.

“Wait.Whatareyoudoing?”Geraldfrowneddeeply.

However,hesoonunderstooditafterhesawtheiractions.ItappearedthatKaiwantedtogethimdrunk.

KaihadsetupagrandfeasttoschemeagainstGeraldandwantedtoshootanindecentvideoofGerald

usingthesurveillancecameras.



“Ofcoursewewanttoserveyou.Mr.Kanagawatoldusveryclearly.You’rehisprestigiousguest,sohe

toldusthatwemustserveyouwell.Ifnot,wewon’tbeabletogetanymoney.”Oneoftheuniversity

studentsreplied.Asshetalked,shetookoffhercoat.

“Don’ttakeoffyourclothesfirst.”Geraldpressedherhandbeforehereleasedherimmediately.“Ifyou

takeoffyourclothesnow,youwon’tbeabletogetanymoney.”

HearingGerald’sthreat,theystopped.

“Whoareyou?”Geraldsatfurtherawayfromthem.

“We’restudentsfromFameAcademicCollege.Don’tworry,Sir.Ourbodiesareveryclean.Wealwaysgo

tohaveabodycheckupeveryhalfmonth.Wedefinitelywon’tletyougetinfectedbyanydiseases.”

ThewomaneventhoughtthatGeraldhadsomeworries.Hence,shegaveanexplanation.

“Behaveyourselfwellandsitoverthere.”Geraldwasslightlydisgusted.Thesewomendidnotdogood

deeds.Theyactuallyengagedinsuchaffairsbymanipulatingtheirbodiestoearnmoney.Althoughthey

couldearnmoneyfast,theywouldregretitoneday.Atthattime,theywouldnotbeabletowashtheir

bodiesclean.

“Okay.”Thetwowomennoddedbriefly.

Geraldinevitablyfeltthatitwasslightlyamusingwhenhesawthembehavingthemselves.Hedidnot

knowhowKaihadcomeupwithsuchanidea.Kaiactuallywantedtousethatkindoftactictodealwith

him.

Certainly,itwasimpossiblethathewouldleavejustlikethat.SinceKaiwantedtogetridofhim,hehad

togiveKaisomeformofresponse.

“Justleave.”Geraldturnedaroundandtookalookatthetwopeopleinfrontofhimbeforehesaidin



slightimpatience.

“Butifweleavejustlikethis,wewon’tbeabletogetthemoney.”Thetwowomentookalookateach

other.Theythoughtthatmoneywasmuchmoreimportantthananythingelse.Ifnot,theywouldnotdo

suchathing.

“Ifyoudon’tleavenow,I’llguaranteethatyouwon’tevenbeabletogetthemoneyyouhavenow.”

Frowning,Geraldlookedattheswellingbagsbesidethem.Hence,hecouldguessthatthebagsmustbe

fullofalotofcash.

“Let’sgo,then.”

ThetwowomenknewthatthemanbeforethemwasKai’sprestigiousguest.Hence,theyassumedthat

whathehadsaidwastrue.Theyimmediatelygotupfromthebedandwalkedoutside.Iftheyhadto

giveupthemoneytheyhadjustreceived,theywouldhavemadeavainattemptbygoingthere.

Watchingthemleave,Geraldshookhisheadandheavedasigh.

Hedidnotwanttocareaboutthosekindsofpeople,andhewasunabletodosoeither.Sincetheyhad

cometosuchastate,theywouldonlygetworse.

Smokingacigarette,athoughtdawneduponhim.

Ifhehadnotknownabouttheaffairsrelatedtotheancientruins,hemighthavewaitedtherefora

longerperiodoftimeandusedothermethodstogetridoftheKanagawaandHanyufamilies.However,

nowthatheknewthattherewassomethingrelatedtotheSeadomtribeandYearningIslandinthe

ancientruins,hecouldnotdelayhistimethereanymore.



Ifhecouldgetridofthosetwofamiliessooner,hecouldreturntotheancientruinsearlier.After

learningthesecretsofYearningIsland,itwouldbetimetorescuehisparentsandsister.

Hence,Geralddecidedtograbthatchanceandgetridofthetrouble,whichwastheKanagawafamily,in

onego.Althoughitwouldbeslightlydifficultifhewantedtoexterminatethatfamilyentirely,hecould

getridofKaifirst.

Thinkingofthat,Geraldwalkedstraightoutoftheroom.UsingtheHerculeanPrimordialSpirittosense

thesurroundings,hefoundKai’sroomwithgreatease.Themomenthewasabouttoknockonthedoor,

hishandstoppedinmidair.
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IfitwasfunKaiwanted,thenfunhewouldget.Thinkingback,it’dbemeaninglessifhegotridofKai

thateasilyanyway.Withthatinmind,Geraldthenreturnedtohisroombeforelyinginbedtogetsome

rest.

…

ItwassometimelaterwhenKaiwhowasdrenchedincoldsweatfinallyreopenedhiseyes,followedbya

terrorizedscream.TheboyhaddreamtthatGeraldhadbroughthimtoadesertedmountainbefore

tearinghisheadoff…!

Uponrealizingthathewasstilllyingonhishotelbed,Kaiquicklygrabbedaglassofwaterthatwasright

besidehisbedbeforedowningitinonegulp…Oncehecalmeddownabit,hewipedthesweatoffhis

foreheadbeforegrumbling,“Godd*mnit!Thatscaredmehalftodeath…!”

Shakinghishead,Kaithentookalookatthetime.Realizingthatalmostfourhourshadpassed,Kai

figuredthatGeraldmusthavefallenintohistrapbynow.

SinceKaihadplannedforeverythingthathappenedinthatroomtoberecordedbythesurveillance

system,hecouldn’thelpbutsmilesmugly.Afterall,henowhadsomethingtopreventGeraldfrom

gettinginhisway!AslongasGeraldmadeonewrongmove,Kaicouldjustspreadthatvideoaround,

causingGeraldandFujikotoinstantlysufferabadreputation!

Unfortunately,thiswasthebestideahecouldcurrentlythinkoftodealwithGerald,butitwasbetter

thannothing.Withthatinmind,Kaibeganhummingasheskippedtowardthemonitoringroom.

Uponentering,however,Kai’sgleequicklyturnedintorage.Tremblingfrombothangerandworry,Kai

couldn’thelpbutwalktowardthepitch-blackscreen.Hadn’thetoldhisconfidanttokeepaneyeon

things…?!



“Godd*mnit…!”growledKai,wonderingifanythinghadbeenrecordedatall.Heshould’vebeen

informedthatthescreenhadturnedpitch-blackthesecondithappened!Nowfumingwithanger,Kai

slammedhisfistagainstthetable,nearlycausingthemonitortofalltothefloor!

Itdidn’thelpthatKaiknewthathecouldn’tjustrepairorsetupmoresurveillancesystemsinGerald’s

room.Afterall,Geraldwasmostprobablyawakenowandhadprobablyfiguredoutthathewasbeing

setupafterseeingthetwouniversitystudentshehadsleptwith.

Withthatinmind,Kaiwasafraidthatthesecondhesteppedin,Geraldwouldjustbeathimtodeath!

Activelyholdinghisangerback,Kaithencalledhissubordinate.

Thesecondthesubordinatesawwhowascalling,hegesturedfortheC-listcelebritynottosayaword

beforepickingup,onlytohearKaigrowl,“Wherethehellareyou…?!”

“…I-I’mjustoutsidetakingasmoke…!”

“Getbackinhere!”roaredKai,clearlynotbuyingitatall.Afterall,ifhisconfidanthadonlygoneoutto

smoke,heshould’verealizedbynowthatthescreenhadgonedark!

Whateverthecasewas,itwasafewminuteslaterwhenthesubordinatecamerunningbackintothe

roomandthesecondhesawthedarkenedscreen,hebecamesoanxiousthathenearlytoppledtothe

ground…!

Glaringatthesubordinate,Kaiwhofeltlikekillinghimnowthengrowled,“Caretoexplainwhatthehell

isgoingon…?!”

“I…I…H-howcouldthishavehappened…?!EverythingwasfinebeforeIleft…!C-couldsomethingbe

wrongwiththecomputer…?”stutteredthesubordinatewhodidn’tdarerevealthathehadnever

enteredtheroominthefirstplace!



Seethingwithrage,Kaialmostburstintoamaniacalfitoflaughterasheroared,“Well,whatareyou

waitingfor?!Goturnitonandtestitout!”

Kai,forone,hadspentafewthousanddollarsonthecomputer.Withthatinmind,therewasnoway

thecomputerwouldmalfunctionatthemostcriticalofmoments…!

Chapter2242

Knowingthathedidn’treallyhaveanyotherchoice,thesubordinatethenswitchedthecomputeron

andjustlikethat,itwasrevealedthatthesurveillancesystemwasfunctioningnormally.However,nota

soulwasintheroom…!

“Whatwasthataboutsomethingbeingwrongwiththecomputer…?!”growledKaiashesmackedthe

backofhisconfidant’shead.Notonlyhadhissubordinatedisobeyhisorders,butheeventriedtofool

him!Ifthiswasn’tsuchahighendplace,Kaiwould’vealreadybeatenhimtodeath…!

Holdingthebackofhisachinghead,theconfidantwhowasalreadyintearsquicklygettohisknees

beforecryingout,“I-I’msorry,youngmaster…!Ihavenoideawhatwentwrong…!Everythingwasgoing

smoothly,lastIchecked!”

Holdingbackhisanger,KaiwhoknewthatheneededtofocusonGeraldthengrowled,“Wherethehell

didyougo…?!”

WhileKaiknewthatGeraldwasn’tgoingtobefullysoberinjustfourhours,hecouldn’thelpbutquiver

nowthatheknewthatGeraldwasnolongerintheroom.NomatterhowdrunkGeraldwas,therewas

alwaysachancethathe’dseethroughhisplans!Ifthatcametobe,thenKai’slifewouldsurelybein

danger…!

Regardless,notdaringtolietoKaianymore,thesubordinategulpedbeforesaying,“I-I…usedthe

moneyyougavemetolookforaC-listcelebrity…!”



“You…!You,goodfornothing…!Evenifyou’rehorny,golookforwomenatlesscriticalmoments…!”

roaredKai,hisfaceasredasabeetnow.

“B-buthowwasIsupposedtoknowthatsomethinglikethiswouldhappen…?Afterall,itwasclearly

fineduringtheinitialinspection…E-eitherway,sinceGerald’snotintheroomnow…Doyouthinkhe’s

seenthroughourplans…?”whimperedthesubordinateashestaredattheemptyroomonscreen.

“Don’ttrytochangethegodd*mnedtopic…!”growledKaiwhowasmorescaredthanangryatthis

point.Afterall,whathehadfearedmostwasnowareality…!

Barelyasecondlater,Gerald’svoicecouldbeheardoutsidetheirroom,saying,“My,my,howyouspoil

me,Mr.Kanagawa.Notonlydidyoutreatmetoalavishmeal,butyoualsogotmetwobeautiesto

sleepwith!Unfortunately,IhavetosaythatI’mnotinterestedinsleepingaround.”

Uponhearingthat,Kaiinstantlywentpale.

Atthatmoment,herecalledthemomentAidenhadkidnappedhimfromhismanorthatnight.Had

Geraldtrulywantedhimdead,hewould’vesurelyperishedinthatFutabawarehousebackthen.Now

thathisplanhadfailed,hewasonceagaininGerald’sgrasp…!

Watchngashisterrifiedconfidantleapedtohisfeetbeforeclingingagainstthewall,Kaithenforceda

smilebeforereplying,“I…justwantedtomakesurethatyouwerecomfortable…!E-eitherway,I’msorry

iftheyweren’tyourtype!JusttellmewhatkindofwomenyouwantandI’llgetthemforyou…!”

“Reallynow…?”askedGeraldashelitacigarettebeforesittingcrossleggedbeforeKai.

“…O-ofcourse,buddy…!Buddiesneedtotakegoodcareofeachother,r-right…?Youcanpickany

womanyoulikeintheentiretyofJapan,andthatincludesA-listcelebrities…!”declaredKaiwhoknew

thathecouldonlyplayalongnow.
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Simplyshrugginginresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“AsI’vesaid,I’mnotreallyinterestedinsuchthings.”

“T-thentellmewhatelseyou’dliketodo…?Worrynot,I’lldefinitelybeabletogetwhateveryouaskfor!

”declaredKaiwhofiguredthatGeraldhadn’tactuallyfiguredoutwhatwashappening.

Forone,Geraldwasn’tinfuriatedyet.Withthatinmind,KairealizedthatGeraldcouldhavejustleft

sincehedidn’tlikethewomenhehadchosenforhim.Ifthatwasthecase,thenKaididn’treallymind

thisoutcome.Afterall,thoughhefailedtoobtainawaytothreatenGerald,attheveryleast,hewasn’t

introubleyet.

“Hmm…Well,Ihaveaplaceinmind.Followme,I’lldriveyouthere!”repliedGeraldashetossedhis

unfinishedcigarettetothefloorbeforestompingonit.

WatchingasGeraldthenwalkedout,Kaiandhisconfidantwereleftutterlypuzzled.Shortlyafter,the

subordinateinchedtowardKai’ssidebeforewhispering,“Should…wefollowhim,youngmaster…?”

“Doyouevendarenotto?”grumbledKaibeforetakingadeepbreath.Summoningallthecouragein

him,KaithenbeganfollowingGeraldtohiscar,hissubordinatestayingclosetohimatalltimes.

Oncethetriogottothecarparkedrightoutsidethehotel,Geraldgotinthedriver’sseatwhereasKai

andhisconfidantsatattheback.Alreadysensingthatsomethingwaswrong,Kaiclearedhisthroat

beforesaying,“…Um…Gerald…?Whereexactlyareweheadedto…?Youknow,I’msuremysubordinate

andIcanfindanevenbetteralternative!”

“Justtrustmeonthis.I’llbebringingyouguystoanextremelyniceplace,”repliedGeraldwithasubtle

smileasheshookhisheadbeforesteppingonthegasandheadingSouth.

ThoughGeralddroveatnearlyahundredandfiftymilesperhour,Kaiandhissubordinatewhokept

theirbacksgluedagainstthebackoftheirseatsthroughoutthejourneyremainedsilentforfearthat

theywouldaccidentallyoffendGerald.



However,afterabouttwohoursofdriving,Kaiwasstartingtogetworriedoutofhismind.Afterall,

dawnhadalreadycomeandtheystillhadnoideawhereGeraldwastakingthem!Itwashalfanhour

laterwhenKaifinallygaveintofearandasked,“…Um…Gerald…?Wherearewegoing…?”

“You’llknowoncewegetthere,”repliedGeraldinanindifferenttone.

ItwasaroundteninthemorningwhenGeraldfinallystoppedthecaratopabarrenmountain.

“…The…Yamashitafamily’sterritory…?”mutteredthestunnedKai.

Thinkingback,hadn’tRyugutoldhimthatGeraldhadagoodrelationshipwiththeYamashitas?The

thoughtofthatalonewasalreadystartingtoworryKai.

“Getout,”orderedGeraldasheopenedthedoortothebackseat.

Doingashewastold,Kaiwhoselegswerenowshakycouldn’thelpbutask,“…Why…arewehere,

Gerald…?”

ThoughheknewthatfollowingGeraldwasbadnews,therewassimplynoescapinghim…!

“Hmm?Ijustbroughtyouovertohaveanicechat.Don’tworry,there’llbetea,”repliedGeraldwitha

subtlesmileashepattedKaiontheshoulder.ThoughGerald’spatsweren’tparticularlystrong,the

terrifiedKai’slegswerealreadyclosetogivingin.

JustasthetwogotoutandGeraldclosedthecardoorbehindthem,anunfamiliarvoicegreeted,“Hmm?

Ifitisn’tMr.Crawford!It’sbeenawhile!”
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Asitturnedout,thevoicebelongedtooneoftheYamashitas.SinceheknewthatGeraldhadagood

relationshipwiththefamilyelder,hedidn’taskwhatGeraldwasdoinghere.

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldsimplynoddedinresponsebeforereplying,“Indeed.I’mheretohave

someteawiththesetwogentlemen.Doleadthemin.”

WatchingasGeraldthenbeganwalkingdeeperintotheirterritory,theYamashitamanturnedtoface

Kaiandhissubordinatebeforecordiallysaying,“Please,comewithme,gentlemen!”

Notdaringtodisobey,Kaiandhissubordinatesimplysilentlyfollowedafterthem.Kai,forone,knew

thatifhedidn’tfollowGerald’sordersnow,Geraldcouldeasilyturnaroundandkillhiminasinglestrike!

Eitherway,afterwalkingforabouttenminutes,Geraldfinallyarrivedattheoldman’syard.

Hearingfootsteps,theoldmanwhowasfetchinganewkettleofteaturnedaroundandwaspleasantly

surprisedtoseeGeraldwalkinginwithhishandsbehindhisback.Puttingthekettledown,hewasthen

promptedtoask,“Oh?Whatbringsyouheretoday?”

“Icameovertodealwithsomethings,”repliedGeraldwithafaintsmile.

Beforetheoldmancouldaskanyfurther,hewatchedasKaiandhissubordinateenteredafterGerald.

Puttingtwoandtwotogether,theoldmanthenliftedhiskettleagainbeforewalkingintohislivingroom.

Seeingthat,Geraldstoppedbeforethelivingroom’sdoorbeforegesturingtowarditashesaid,“Please

comein,Mr.Kanagawa.”

Unwillingtoenter,theawkwardKaiwhowasgettingincreasinglybadvibesaboutthisplacewas

promptedtoask,“Beforethat…Whatareweevendoinghere…?TobeaKanagawaintheYamashita



family’sterritory…That…isn’texactlyagoodthing…”

“I’vealreadytoldyou,haven’tI?We’reheretohaveatalkwhileenjoyingsometea.Naturally,your

subordinategetstojoinintoo.Don’tworry,I’llsendyoubackoncewe’redone,”repliedGeraldashe

walkedintothelivingroom.

Momentarilyshuddering,Kaitrulyhopedthathewassimplyoverthinkingthingsasheslowlyentered

thelivingroomaswell.

WatchingasKaiwhosehandswereclearlytremblingsatoppositeofhim,Geraldtookoneofthecupsof

teathattheoldmanhadjustpouredandplaceditbeforeKaibeforesaying,“Here,havesomewhileit’s

warm.”

Notevenbotheringaboutthefactthathissubordinatehadbeenignored,Kaiwhowasnowbeyond

anxiousgulpedbeforeasking,“P-please,Gerald…Whatareyoureallytryingtoachievehere…?”

Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldwhoknewthathenolongerneededtopretendtobecordialreplied,“First

off…Youweretheonewhosetupthesecameras,correct?”

ThesoonerhecouldgetridofKai,thebetter.Ifhedidthingsquicklyenough,hecouldpossiblyeven

makeithomeintimefordinner.

Regardless,uponhearingthat,Kaiinstantlywentpale.Feelinghisheartskipabeat,heslowlyreplied,

“W-whatcameras…?”

“Theonesinmyroom,ofcourse.Wasn’tyourmasterplantogetmedrunkbeforeslippingthosetwo

womenintomyroomandfilmingeverything?Wereyouplanningtothenthreatenmewiththe

footage?”saidGeraldinacalmtoneashesippedhisteabeforenarrowinghiseyesatKai.

“I-I’dneverdoanythingofthesort…!Isimplywantedtotreatyoutoanicemealandletyouhavesome



funwiththosewomen…!A-asIsaid,I’mfinewithinvitingyoutoanotherentertainmentcenterifthat

experiencewasn’ttoyourliking…!Asforthecameras…T-theycamewiththehotel!”declaredKai,

desperatelytryingtoclearGerald’ssuspicions.
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Kaijustdidn’tunderstand.EvenifGeraldhadliedaboutnotbeingagooddrinker,thatdrinkcontained

seventypercentofalcohol…!Geraldhaddrunksixglassesofthatalcohol,andanyregularadult

would’vedefinitelygottendrunkoutoftheirmindaftertakingthatmuch!YethereGeraldwas,looking

completelysobereventhoughKaiwascertainthatGeraldhad

Properlydrunkeveryglass!HowhadGeralddigestedallthatalcoholsoquickly?!

“Oh?Isthatso?”repliedGeraldwithafaintsmile.ThoughKaihadsaidallthat,histerrifiedeyestold

Geraldthateverythinghehadguessedwasonthemark.

Whileallthiswashappening,theoldmansimplyremainedsilentTheelder,forone,knewthatheonly

neededtoprovidethisspaceforGeraldtodowhateverheneededto.Whilehewasn’tsurewhyGerald

couldn’thavejustheldthisconversationbackattheFutabamanor,theoldmanknewbetterthanto

inquireaboutthatatthemoment.

Whateverthecasewas,Kaiwhoseforeheadwasnowdrenchedinsweatthenadded,“I…Imeanit!You,

ofallpeople,shouldknowthatI’dneverdoanythingtoharmyou…!”

“Isee…andwhatdoyousay?”askedGeraldasturnedtolookatKai’ssubordinate.

“T-theyoungmasterspeaksthetruth!Weweresimplytryingtogiveyouarelaxingtimeinhopesthat

you’dforgiveusafterallwe’vedoneinthepast!Wemeantnoevil!”declaredthequiveringsubordinate.

“Hmm…DidIwronglyaccuseyouthen…?”askedGeraldwithaslightlyraisedbrow.



“Y-youdid…!Look,ifIreallywantedtoharmyou,wouldn’tithavemadesenseformetodoitwhileyou

weredrunk?Why’dIprovideyouwithwomenifIreallywantedtohurtyou!”repliedKaiwithanod.

“Sothat’syouranswer…?DoyoureallythinkIdidn’thearyourconversationearlier?”growledGerald

withafrown.

“T-that…H-howdoIexplainthis…”mutteredKaiasheinstantlyavertedhisgaze.

“Nottheslightestbitofsincerityinyou…Sincethat’sthecase,Iwon’tneedtokeepyoutwoalive,”

repliedGeraldwithasigh.

Realizingthathehadtrulyf*ckedupthistime,thenervousKaiinstantlyyelled,“N-no-!”

However,beforeKaicouldsayanythingelse,Geraldsimplyflickedatoothpicktowardtheboy’sthreat!

ThetoothpickitselfpiercedthroughKai’sneckbeforeembeddingitselfontothewalllikeanail!Though

KaicouldtellthatGeraldhaddonesomethingsincetherewasnowasearingpaininhisthroat,hehadn’t

evenbeenabletoseeGerald’sattackclearly!

“G-Gerald…You…!”mutteredKai,unabletosayanythingelseduetotheimmensepainthatcame

wheneverhetalked.Beforelong,bloodbegandrippingoutfromthecornersofhismouth.

Bythispoint,evenbreathinghadbecomedifficultforKai.Itfeltasthoughsomeonewassqueezinghis

neck,andnomatterhowmuchKaitriedtobreathe,hesimplycouldn’ttakeinanyair.

“Y-youngmaster…!”criedoutKai’ssubordinateasheturnedtolookatthebloodytoothpickthathad

beenembeddedintothewall.EasilyseeingtheconnectionbetweenthetoothpickandKai’sagony,the

subordinatecouldn’thelpbutwonderhowallthiswasevenpossible!Thiswasn’tsomeactionmovie…!

“Firstassassins,nowthis?Youreallydeservewhatyou’recurrentlyexperiencing.Regardless,Ibrought

youheresinceIwon’tbeinmuchtroubleforkillingyouwithintheYamashitafamily’sterritory,”



retortedGerald,glaringatKaitheentiretime.
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Kai,however,wastoopreoccupiedtryingtobreathetoevenreply.Hesimplycouldn’tbreatheno

matterhowmuchhetried!

Hearingnoreply,GeraldsimplywatchedinsilenceasKai’sdeathswiftlyapproached.

Throughouttheprocess,theoldmanseemedcompletelyunfazedaboutwhatwastakingplacebefore

him.Remainingindifferent,theoldmansimplyoptedtohavemoreteaashereadthroughafewbooks

thatwerelayingaround.Kai’ssubordinate,ontheotherhand,wassoterrifiedthathewasparalyzedin

place.

BythetimeKaifinallydied,hishandshadbeengraspingsotightlyontohisneckthisentiretimethat

theyremainedfrozenthere,anagonizedexpressionetchedonhisface.Tilltheverymomenthedied,

Kaihadfailedtorealizewhathadkilledhim,thoughnoneofthatmatteredanymore.

Eitherway,nowthattheboywasdead,theoldmantossedhisbookasidebeforelookingatGeraldwith

asmileashesaid,“Asexpected,youtrulyarestrong…”

“Thatwasnothingcomparedtowhatyou’recapableof,”repliedGeraldinaslightlyembarrassedtone

ashescratchedthebackofhishead.Afterall,hehadpreviouslywitnessedtheoldmansummonaflame

inhispalmoutofthinair.Now,thatwasaweworthy.

Beforetheoldmancouldreply,hisnosesuddenlytwitchedasheaskedwithafrown,“What’sthat

smell..?”

“Smellslike…urine…?”mutteredGerald.ForpeoplelikeGeraldandtheelder,discerningeventhe

faintestofsmellswasnothingtothem.



“I-I’msorry…!Icouldn’tholditin…!”whimperedtheterrifiedsubordinatewhowastraumatizedafter

watchingKaidiesomiserably.

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenwavedhishandbeforesaying,“Leave.Iwon’tkillyou.”

“…R-really…?”askedthesubordinatewhodidn’twanttobegivenfalsehope.

AfterwatchingGeraldnod,thesubordinateinstantlyboltedoutoftheroom!Asheranhelter-skelter

awayfromthemanor,thesubordinatethoughtabouthowheneededtoleavethecountryassoonas

possible.HeneededtofindsomeplacewherenobodyknewhimsothatGeraldwouldn’teverbeableto

trackhimdown…!

Regardless,afterthesubordinateranoutofhismanor,thepuzzledoldmanwaspromptedtoask,“…

Areyoureallysureyou’refinelettinghimofflikethis?Aren’tyouworriedthathe’llcauseyoumore

troublebyrevealingwhatyou’vedoneafterthis?”

Laughinginresponse,Geraldsimplyreplied,“IonlysaidthatIwouldn’tbetheonetokillhim.That

doesn’tmeanhe’sgoingtoleavethisplacealive.”

Uponhearingthat,theoldmansimplynoddedbeforegesturingatoneoftheYamashitaswhowas

standingatthedoorashesaid,“Disposeofhim.”

Immediatelydoingashewastold,itwaslessthantensoundslaterwhenanagonizingscreamcouldbe

heardSoonafter,themanreturned.Gettingtohisknees,theYamashitamemberthendeclared,“He’s

beendealtwith,sir.”

“Good.Nowgetridoftheircorpses,”repliedtheoldmanwithasatisfiedsmileashepointedatKai’s

corpse.



Oncethecorpsewasdraggedoutandthedoortothelivingroomwasclosed,theoldmantookasipof

teabeforefacingGeraldasheasked,“So…Thatpersonyoukilledwastheyoungestmasterofthe

Kanagawafamily,correct?”

“He’stheone,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

“Isee.You’vedoneagoodjobdecidingtodealwithhimhere.It’llsurelyeliminatealotofpotential

troubleforyou,”saidtheoldmaninanapprovingtone.

“Thankyou,thoughIdohavetoapologizeforcausingyoutrouble,”repliedGeraldinaslightly

embarrassedtone.
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ThiswasprettymuchthebestplaceGeraldcouldthinkoftosafelydisposeofKai.Otherwise,he

wouldn’thavedecidedtobringtroubletotheoldman’sdoorstep.

“Ohplease,thisisjustatrivialaffair.Regardless,ifpeopledocomelookingforthem,I’lljusttellthem

thattheyleftwithyoushortlyafter.Inotherwords,IhavenoideawherethosetwoKanagawasare,”

repliedtheoldmanwithawink.

“Iappreciateit.Speakingofwhich,thoughIcameheremainlytodisposeofKai,Ialsohavesomethingto

discuss,”saidGeraldwithamuchmoreserioustone.

“Goon…”repliedtheoldmanwithanod.

“Well…I’vefoundawaytogettoYearningIsland,”saidGeraldaftertakingadeepbreath.Honestly,just

talkingaboutitmadeitdifficulttoevenbreathe.

“…Hmm?Thenwhatareyoustillsittingherefor?Hurryandrescueyourparentsandsister!Wecan’tlet



Darylcontinuetousethemtothreatenyouanymore!”declaredtheoldmanwithasternexpression.

“Toclarify,atthemoment,I’veonlyfoundoutwhereIcangetinformationonhowtogettotheisland.

Yousee,theSeadomtribehasapparentlyplacedeverythingrelatedtoYearningIslandintheancient

ruinsinYanam.OnceIgetthere,IshouldbeabletogettheinformationIneed,”repliedGeraldwitha

faintsmile.Thoughhehadonlymetthisoldmanafewtimes,hecouldn’thelpbutrespecthimasan

elder.ItwasafeelingGeraldhadn’texperiencedinthelongesttime.

“TheancientruinsinYanamyousay…Can’tsayI’veheardofthatplacebefore.Hopefullyyou’llfindit

aftersearchingaroundforabit.Also,keepinmindthatitprobablywon’tbeeasytoenter,”muttered

theoldmanafterthinkingforabit.

“I’vebeentherebefore,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

“Oh?That’sagreatstart!Wasiteasytoaccess?”askedtheoldman,hisexpressionreturningtoa

relaxedone.

“Well…Ididbumpintoanoldmanguardingtheplace,butduetomyHerculeanPrimordialSpirit,he

endedupgreatlyrespectingme.Infact,heevensaidthateverythingtherebelongedtome,andthatI

wasfreetotakewhateverIwanted.IhadnoideawhythatwaswhenIfirstvisitedthatplaceafew

monthsago,andquitefrankly,Istillhavenoideawhyallthathappened,”repliedGeraldwithashrug.

“Nowisn’tthetimetobebotheredbythat.Youshouldheadoverquicklytolearnhowtogetto

YearningIslandalready!”grumbledtheoldman,soundingmuchhastierthanusual.Afterall,notonly

didhewanttohelpGerald,buthewasalsocurioustofindoutwhyDarylhadendedupthewayhe

currentlywas.

“I’llheadoffonceI’vesettledtheFutabafamily’sissues.Whileit’struethatIinitiallyonlygotintouch

withthemtogetincontactwiththeSeadomtribe,nowthatI’vegottenthisinvolvedwiththem,Ican’t

justleave,”repliedGeraldasheshookhishead.



“Andhowlongdoyouplantohelpthemexactly?”askedtheoldman.

“I’llbeoffoncetheircurrentissuesareresolved,”repliedGeraldwhoreallydidn’twanttoleavethe

Futabastofendforthemselves,especiallysincetheyhadnowpointedhimintherightdirection.Whileit

wastruethathecould’veeventuallylearnedthatthesecretsoftheSeadomtribewereinthesecret

ruinsinYanam,bythatpoint,therewasahighpossibilitythathewould’vebeentoolatetosavehis

parentsandsister,andthatwasapossibilitythatGeralddidn’twanttoeventhinkabout.

“…Icangetmyfamilytohelpyou,”suggestedtheoldmanafterthinkingforawhile.

“Iappreciateit.Thenlet’sgoaftertheHanyusfirst.Ireallycan’tresteasyknowingthatfamilyisstillup

andabout,”repliedGerald.

“Negative.Focusonsavingyourfamilyfirst.YoucandealwiththeHanyusonceyou’redonewiththat,”

saidtheoldmanaftergivingitsomethought.
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Uponhearingthat,Geraldmomentarilyfellsilent.WhileitwastruethatAmarehadtoldhimthathis

parentsandsisterwerebeingtreatedhumanely,hewasstillworriedthatthingscouldchangeatany

moment.

However,simplyleavingtosavethemfeltirresponsibletowardtheFutabas.Afterall,thesecondthe

KanagawasandHanyuslearnedthathehadleft,theywouldsurelystartharassingtheFutabasagain,

andGeraldwasprettysurethattheFareastConsortiumcoulddolittletostopthem.

Nowthattheoldmanwasvolunteeringtohelp,however,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeelmoreassured.

Afterall,themostmysteriousfamilyinJapanwassteppingin!KnowinghowstrongtheYamashitaswere,

GeraldbelievedthatnobodywouldbeabletotouchtheFutabasiftheywerereallygoingtohelphim.



SeeinghowsilentGeraldhadgotten,theoldmanwaspromptedtoask,“So…madeyourdecision?”

Lookingattheoldmanforawhile,Geraldthenreplied,“Are…youreallywillingtohelpme…?”

“Butofcourse!Intheend,you’restillDaryl’sgrandson,sohelpingyouisonlyright.Besides,I’mcurious

tofindoutwhythatoldmanunderwentsuchdrasticchangessincewelastmet…Honestly,Istillfindit

hardtobelievethathelockedyourfamilyup!”declaredtheoldmanwithasmile.

“Well,alrightthen!Iwon’tbeasworriedaslongasyou’reinvolved!WhileI’msureyou’realreadygoing

todothis,pleasedoyourbesttohelptheFutabasonceI’mgone.I’lldefinitelyreturntohelpoutonce

I’verescuedmyparentsandsister!”saidGeraldinadeterminedvoiceasheslappedhisthigh.

“Oh,Iwon’tbeinvolved,”repliedtheoldmanasheshookhishead.

“Comeagain?”askedGerald,rightfullypuzzled.

Laughinginresponse,theoldmanthentookasipofteabeforereplying,“Allowmetoclarify.Inreturn

forgettingtheYamashitastoguardovertheFutabas,IonlyaskthatIbeallowedtojoinyouonyour

questtosaveyourparents.Ibelievethatmyfamilyismorethancapableofhandlingthemselves,and

you’llgetextrahelponyourjourneytheretoo.What’smore,thoughit’sbeenagessincewe’velastmet,

ItrustthatonceDarylmeetsupwithme,he’llbecompelledtotreatyourfamilybetter.So?Whatdo

yousay?”

Frowningslightly,Geraldthensaid,“But…remember,westillneedtoheadtotheancientruinsin

YanamfirstinordertolocateYearningIsland.Whatmore,Ihaveafeelingthatwe’llcomeacrossquitea

fewCrawfordcultivatorsalongtheway…”

“Hmm?WorriedthatI’llendupburdeningyou?”askedtheoldmanwithasmile.

“Ofcoursenot!You’remuchmorepowerfulthanme…”mutteredGeraldasheshookhishead.



“Thenwhat’stheissue?Listen,Iadviseyoutoheadbackandprepareyourselfassoonaspossible.I’llbe

gettingmyfamilyreadytoprotecttheFutabasaswell.Ifeverythinggoessmoothly,thenweshould

leavebydawn.How’sthat?”askedtheoldmanwithawaveofhishand.

“…Fine.Let’sgowiththat,”repliedGeraldinresignation.Thoughhehadagreedwiththeplan,Gerald

washonestlystillworriedthattheoldmanwouldsuffersomeinjuriesintheend.Afterall,thoughthe

oldmanwasstrong,theCrawfordcultivatorsweren’tpushoverseither.

Whateverthecasewas,GeraldthenlefttheYamashitafamily’sterritorybeforedrivingstraightbackto

theFutabamanor.

Gerald,forone,wasn’tworriedaboutKai’smurderatall.Afterall,hetrustedthattheoldmanwould

knowwhattodowiththecorpses.WhileitwastruethattheKanagawaswouldsurelyflyintoarage

oncetheyrealizedthatKaiwasdead,Geraldwassurethatthiswouldalsodeterthemfromdealingwith

theFutabasanytimesoon.

Eitherway,bythetimehefinallyarrivedattheFutabamanor,theskywasalreadystartingtodarken.

Cometothinkofit,GeraldhadwastedtwoentiredaysjusttogetridofKai.
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Whateverthecasewas,uponenteringthemanor,Geraldquicklytoldeveryonetogatherintheliving

room.

OnceTakuyaandFujikoweresittingbyhissides,Geraldcasuallysaid,“…Alright,so…I’vekilledKai.”

“You’ve…what?!Gerald,isn’tthatabittoorash?!Myfamily’sjustgottenbackontrackyouknow?Once

theKanagawasfindoutaboutthis,theFutabaswillsurelybeinhotwater!”exclaimedTakuyaashe

leapedtohisfeet.



“Don’tworry,patriarch,IkilledhimintheYamashitafamily’sterritory.Withthatsaid,theYamashitas

willbesettlinganysubsequentissuesthatarisefromKai’smurder,”explainedGeraldwithawaveofhis

hand.

“Isee.Well…that’sgoodthen,”repliedTakuyawithasighofrelief.ThankGodGeraldandthe

Yamashitaswereongoodterms…

“Speakingofwhich,I’llalsobeleavingtomorrowmorningtoheadtotheancientruinsinYanam.Don’t

worry,afternotifyingtheYamashitasaboutit,theyagreedtosendsomementoguardallofyou.With

thatinmind,youwon’tneedtoworryaboutanytroublefromtheotherfamilies,”saidGeraldtoensure

thatTakuyawouldn’tgetunnecessarilyworried.

Naturally,Takuyaendedupfrowningslightly.Afterall,itwasbestifGeraldstayedwiththemforever.

However,knowingthatitwasimpossible,Takuyasimplyreplied,“That’sgood!Thesooneryouleave,

thelesssufferingyourparentswillfaceonYearningIsland.Wewishyouluck,Gerald!”

“Thankyou.Well,thosewerethetwothingsIwantedtotalkabout.Also,onceI’vesavedthem,I’llbe

suretoreturntoproperlyhelpyoudealwiththetwofamilies,”saidGeraldwithanod.

“Afteryou’vedealtwiththeHanyusandKanagawas,willyouremainwithmyfamily…?”askedTakuya.

“Unfortunately,Isimplycan’t,”repliedGeraldwithasubtlesmile.Whileitwasimpossibleforhimto

remaininJapan,Geraldpromisedhimselfthathewouldvisitthemfromtimetotime.Afterall,hehad

honestlygrownfondoftheFutabas.

“Willwebecomingalong?”askedMasterGhost.

“That’dbenice,butIdon’tmindifyouguyswishtoremainhereeither,”repliedGerald.



“I’mcomingalong!”declaredAiden,andthoughMasterGhostsaidnothingelse,hisexpressionmadeit

evidentthathewasdoingthesame.

Asallthiswashappening,Fujikoremainedseatedsilentlyattheside.WhilesheknewthatGeraldwould

havetoleavesomeday,shehadn’texpectedittobethissoon.Truthbetold,shesimplyhadafeeling

thatshewouldneverbeabletomeethimagainonceheleft.

Regardless,afterdrinkingsometea,Gerald,Aiden,andMasterGhostreturnedtotheirrespectiverooms.

Oncetheyweregone,Takuyasighedbeforeturningtolookathisdazeddaughterbeforeasking,“Well

youwereoddlysilentearlier.”

“I…I’mjustfeelingalittletired…”mutteredFujikoassheshookherhead.

BeforeTakuyacouldsayanythingelse,shesimplygottoherfeetbeforewalkingoff.Sighingonceshe

left,Takuyacouldn’thelpbutsay,“Thisgirl…”

Still,asherfather,heknewexactlywhatwasgoingoninhermind.Thenagain,hewasalsowellaware

thatGeraldhadzerointerestinhisdaughter.

Fastforwardtothenextmorning,Geraldcouldbeseenstandinginthelivingroomatthebreakofdawn.
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Havingonlyabackpackandacigaretteinhand,itwasn’tlongbeforeGeraldwasjoinedbyMasterGhost

andAiden.Takingonefinallookatthemanor,Geraldthensighedbeforesaying,“Let’sgo.”

AftergettingintotheSUV,thethreeofthemwereabouttoheadoffwhenallofasudden,knocking

couldbeheardatthesideofthecar.Momentarilysurprisedtoseewhoitwas,Geraldthenloweredthe

car’swindowpullingthecigaretteoutofhismouth,beforeaskingwithasmile,“IsthereanythingIcan

doforyou,MissFutaba?”



“I…I’mcomingwithyou!”declaredFujiko,hertoneshowingjusthowdeterminedshewastocome

along.

Naturallysurprisedtohearthat,Geraldsimplyreplied,“WhileyoumaybeJapan’sQueenofSoldiers,I

hopeyouunderstandthatthejourneyisn’tgoingtobesomecakewalk.Withthatsaid,I’llhaveto

refuse.”

“Sinceyoualreadyknowmytitle,youshouldbewellawarethatI’mperfectlycapableoflendingyoua

hand!”saidFujikoasshecircledtheSUVbeforeknockingthedoortotheshotgunseat.

Unsurewhattodo,Aidenwhowassittingtherethenopenedthedoorbeforesaying,“MissFutaba-”

NotevenlettingAidenfinishhissentence,Fujikosimplyyankedhimoutbeforegettingontothecarand

saying,“Yousitattheback.”

Afterplacingherbagdown,Fujikothenadded,“I’vealreadythoughtthisthrough.You’vebeen

continuouslyhelpingusthisentiretime.Withthatinmind,ifyoujustleavelikethat,thenwon’tIbe

consideredanungratefulperson?”

AsGeraldwonderedhowtoevenreply,AidensighedbeforesittingbyMasterGhost’ssideattheback

whilemuttering,“WhydoIgetthebadtreatment…”

IgnoringAiden,Fujikosimplypointedaheadbeforesaying,“Drive.”

“Areyoureallysurethatyouwanttocomewithus…?”askedGerald,findingitdifficulttorejectherkind

intentions.

“Butofcourse!I’dneverjokeaboutsomethingthisserious!”declaredFujikoasshenodded



determinedly.

“Fine…However,Iemphasizethatthisisgoingtobeaverydangerousmission.Infact,I’msurethereare

goingtobeplentyofopponentsthatevenAidencan’ttakedown,”repliedGeraldaftertakinginadeep

breath.

“Worrynot!Idefinitelywon’tendupburdeningyou!Ifthere’sanythingyouneed,justsaythewordand

I’lldefinitelyhelpyou!”saidFujiko.

“WherehaveIheardthosewordsbefore…”mutteredAidenashestretchedhisheadtolookather.

“Youprettymuchsaidthesamethingwhenyouaskedtocomewithmebackthen,”repliedGeraldwith

afaintchuckle.

UponhearingthatandrecallingtheeventsinYanam,Aidencouldn’thelpbutgrinashesaid,“Justa

headsup,butouropponentswillmostlikelybeinacompletelydifferentleaguecomparedtothosewe

usuallyfaceduringregularmissions.Beforesuchopponents,evenIhavetoadmitthatI’llbeaburdenat

best!”

“I’maware…”mutteredFujikowhoonlyhadGerald’sstrengthasareferentialpoint.Asidefromthat,

shehadnoideajusthowmuchstrongertheiropponentscouldget.

Seeingthatnothingelseneededtobesaid,Geraldthenbegandriving.

ItwasnearingnoonbythetimetheyarrivedattheYamashitafamily’sterritory.Uponnearingthefront

gates,however,GeraldwassurprisedtoseethatasidefromthefamiliarYamashitawhohadinitially

greetedhimbackwhenhebroughtKaiover,theoldmanwasalsoalreadywaitingthereforthem.

Quicklystoppingthecar,Geraldthengotoutbeforejoggingtowardtheoldmanwhileasking,“Sir?How

longhaveyoubeenwaitinghere?”



AsidefrombeingDaryl’soldacquaintanceandbearingthestatusofanelder,theoldmanhadalso

helpedhimonnumerousoccasions.Withthatinmind,itonlymadesenseforGeraldtorespecttheold

man.
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“Notlong,actually.Iestimatedyou’dbeherearoundthistime,soIsimplygotoutalittleearlier,”

repliedtheoldmaninacheerytoneasheslippedhishandsintohissleeves.

“Hmm?Areyouproficientwithfortunetellingaswell…?”askedGeraldasheturnedtolookatMaster

Ghost.

“Negative.Isimplyestimatedhowlongit’dtakeforyoutogethereifyousetoffatdawn!Don’tworry,I

onlywaitedhereforalittlewhilejustsowecouldgetthingsdonealittlefaster,”repliedtheoldmanas

heshookhishead.

Feelingslightlypleasedthattheoldmanwasbeingsoeagertoleavethusshowingjusthowconcerned

hewasoverGerald’saffairs,Geraldwasthenpromptedtoask,“So…areweleavingrightaway?”

Noddinginresponse,theoldmanthenturnedtolookathisfamilymembersbeforesaying,“Remember

myorderslastnight.KeepaconstanteyeontheFutabasandimmediatelystopanyonewhoposesa

threattothem.Iftheydon’tgetthemessage,thenjustgetridofthem.Ifanythingelsetakesplace,I’ll

dealwithitonceIreturn.Understand?”

“Gotit!Afterleadingeveryonethere,I’llmakesurethateachoftheFutabaswillremainwellguardedtill

youreturn!”declaredwhatappearedtobetheleaderofthegroupwithanod.

“Wellsaid.Let’sgetgoingthen,”saidtheoldmanasheturnedtolookatGeraldagain.

LookingatthefourseaterSUVthatwasnowgoingtobecrampedbecauseofFujiko’ssuddenintrusion,



Geraldwhodidn’twanttheoldmantobeforcedtositbehindwithAidenandMasterGhostwas

promptedtoask,“Um…Bychance,doyouhaveabiggercar…?”

Uponhearingthat,theoldmanthenyelled,“Getthecar!”

Noddinginresponse,oneoftheoldman’ssubordinatesthenboltedoffandshortlyafter,asevenseater

MPVcametoahaltbeforeeveryone.

“Thisshouldsuffice,right?Ijusthadafeelingthatspacewouldbeanissuethenightbefore,soIgotthis

carprepared.Asforhowwe’regettingtoYanam,myfamilyhasasmallcargoshipatthedock.Withthat

said,weshouldn’thaveaproblemgettingtoourdestination,”saidtheoldmanwithasmile.

Momentarilystunned,Geraldquicklysnappedoutofitbeforeplacinghishandstogetherandsaying,“I…

appreciatethethoughtfulness.”

“It’sreallynobigdeal.Iwaspracticallytheunofficialheadbutlerofyourfamilybackthen,youknow?

Withthatinmind,evenafteralltheseyears,consideringsuchthingsissecondnaturetome,”replied

theoldmanwithachuckle.

Noddinginresponse,Geraldthenopenedoneofthecar’sdoorsbeforesaying,“Afteryou.”

Laughingjoyously,theoldmanthengotinashecalledout,“Comenow,getinaswell,youfour!”

GoingonatripwithDaryl’sdescendantwasmakingtheoldmanreminisceaboutthegoodolddays,

whichexplainedwhyhewasfeelingsocheery.Regardless,onceeveryonewasinside,theyimmediately

begandrivingtowardthedocks.

Oncetheyweregone,theotherYamashitascouldn’thelpbutwhisperamongthemselves,“I’venever

seenThirdElderthishappybefore…”



Foraslongastheyknewhim,theelderhadrarelyeverportrayedanyotheremotionsasidefromthe

solemnexpressionhewasknownfor.Hell,mostofthetime,hebarelyevenspoke,simply

communicatingthroughgestures.However,fromthedaytheWestonerfirstcametotheirfamily,the

elderhadsaidmorethanheeverhad.Infact,itprobablywasn’tevenastretchtosaythattheelderhad

spokenmoreinthesefewdayscomparedtotheentiretyoflastyear!

“Thathasnothingtodowithus.Let’sjustfocusonwhatThirdEldertoldustodo,”repliedtheleaderof

thegroupwhodidn’tlikethemtalkingbehindtheirelder’sback.Hell,theyshouldn’tevenbetalking

aboutallthisinthefirstplace.Afterall,theYamashitashadrulesthatprohibitedthemfromdoingso!

“Roger!”declaredeveryoneelseuponhearingthat.

Noddinginresponse,theleaderthenadded,“Alright,onceyouandyoursubordinatesarriveatthe

manor,remembertokeepyoureyespeeledatalltimes.Ifanyonetriestolookfortrouble,takethem

downthesecondyoucan.Remember,prioritizekeepingtheFutabafamilymemberssafe.Ifwefailto

dothat,thennoneofuswillbeabletoanswertotheThirdElderoncehereturns!”

Withthatagreedupon,overtencarsbegandrivingfromtheYamashitaterritorytowardtheFutaba

manor.
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MovingbacktoGeraldandhisparty,itwasn’tlongbeforethefiveofthemarrivedatthedockUnderthe

oldman’slead,theysoonsawasmallcargoshipthathadbeenanchorednearthedocksbearingthe

logoofYamashitafamily.

Beforetheyevengottotheship,amancamerunningitptothembeforesaying,“ThirdElder!Justas

you’verequested,we’vepreparedenoughoilinthecargoshipforyoutoheadbackandforthfrom

JapantoYanamuptothreetimes!”

“Goodjob,”repliedtheoldmanashepattedhimontheshoulder.



Feelingoverwhelmedtobepraisedbytheelder,themanimmediatelybowedbeforedeclaring,“I-Ionly

didasIwasorderedto!”

Oncethatpersonranoff,theoldmanturnedtolookattheothersbeforesayingwithasmile,“Speaking

ofwhich,therearequiteafewshopsonthisdock,soifyouneedanything,goaheadandgetthem.If

nothing’sneeded,thenwecanjustsetoffnow.”

“Imean…Frommypastexperience,Gerald’sprobablygoingtostopusfromgettinganything

unnecessary!Hesaysit’sawasteofmoney!”grumbledAidenwhowoulddefinitelylovetogetsome

snacks.

Unfortunately,Geralddidn’tsharethesamesentiment.

“Hmm?Nowwhosaidanythingaboutspendingmoney?”repliedtheoldmanashissmilebroadened.

Confused,Aidenthenscratchedthebackofhisheadasheasked,“Um…Howelsearewegoingtoget

things…?”

“Myboy,theYamashitafamilyownsthisdock.I’vealreadytoldthemofourarrivalyesterday,sofeel

freetogetanythingyouwantfromthoseshopsaslongastheitemscanbebroughtuptheship,”replied

theoldmanashepointedattheshopsthatwereinbusiness.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldthoughtforamomentbeforesaying,“Well,whileIassumetheshipalready

hasplentyoffoodandwaterpreparedforus,Ibelievewe’llbeneedingextrasetsofclothes.Remember,

thisisn’tgoingtobeashorttrip.Withthatsaid,I’drathernotstinktohighheavenaswetraverse

throughYanamandeventuallytoYearningIsland.”

Geraldknewthathehadtobecleanandneatwhenhefinallyreunitedwithhisfamily.Afterall,his

sisterwouldprobablybeginlecturinghimaboutthepoorwayhedressedthesecondshesawhim

wearinghiscurrenttatteredclothes.Thinkingback,herememberedplayinginabogalotasachild,and



everytimehereturned,hissisterwouldgrabhimbyhisearbeforedragginghimtotheshowerroom

andleavinghimthereThethoughtofitalonemadeGeraldsmilealittle.

Whateverthecasewas,asidefromsavinghisfamily,Geraldwasalsosecretlyhopingtolearnmore

abouttheSunLeague.

Regardless,Geraldsnappedoutfromhistrainofthoughtwhentheoldmanreplied,“AsGeraldsaid,

there’samplefoodandwaterontheship,soyouguysshouldprobablyfocusongettingclothes.When

askedtopay,justsaythatyou’rewiththeThirdElder.”

Beforeanyonecouldsayanythingelse,theyendedupstaringwideeyedastheoldmanleapedoffthe

groundandrightontotheapproximatelysixteenfeethighship’sdeck!AidenandFujikoinparticular

weremomentarilyshockedspeechless.Afterall,notevenhighrankingsoldierslikethemwereableto

performsuchafeat!Yettheoldmanhadmadeitseemlikeapieceofcake!

Alreadyusedtoseeingsuchthings,Geraldhimselfsimplyheadedintothenearestclothingshoptoget

somenewapparel.Oncehewasdone,hegotaboardtheship,onlytoseetheoldmansittingondeck

whileenjoyingacupoftea.UponseeingGerald,theoldmanquicklygotanewcupbeforepouringmore

hotteaintoit.

Sittingbesidetheoldman,Geraldthenplacedhisnewclothesasidebeforesaying,“Well,that’sdone

with.Speakingofwhich,Istilldon’tknowyourname,Sir.”

“Well,namesaren’treallyimportant,butifithelps,youcancallmeSeniorJobson,”repliedtheoldman

withawaveofhishand.Thinkingback,ithadbeenafewdecadessincehehadusedhisrealname.After

all,toJobson,namesweresimplyareferentialcodethatborelittlemeaning.

“Gotit,seniorJobson,”repliedGeraldwithanodashenoteddowntheoldman’ssurname.

Noddinginresponse,theoldmanthensaid,“So…what’stheplan?”
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“Well…theonlyplanistoheadtotheancientruinsofYanamnow.Asidefromthat,there’snotreallya

PlanB.Afterall,it’sexactlybecauseweknowsolittleaboutYearningIslandthatwe’reheadingtherein

thefirstplace.Hopefullywe’lllearnmoreabouttheislandoncewegetthere,otherwise,we’lljusthit

anotherdeadend…”mutteredGeraldasheshookhisheadwithasigh.

“Nothingelse?”askedJobsonwithaslightfrown,clearlyexpectingGeraldtoknowmoreaboutDaryl.

“Sadly.However,Idohavethis…”repliedGeraldasheslippedhishandintohiscoatbeforepullingout

theseamap.

“Hmm?Isthatthelegendaryseamap?”askedJobsonashetookthemapfromGeraldbeforestudying

itcarefully.

“Oh?Youknowaboutit,sir?”

“Ofcourse,Ido.Remember,I’maWestoncultivatoraswell,soitmakessensethatI’veheardaboutthe

map.Regardless,accordingtolegends,thismapleadstoasecrettreasureinthesea,right?Theonethat

ifobtained,grantstheseekergreatwealth?”repliedtheoldmanashepointedatanislandinthe

middleofthemap.

“A…secrettreasure…?”askedGerald,hiseyeswidenedinsurprise.

“Indeed.Why?Weren’tyougoingafterthat?Ordoesthemapserveanotherpurpose?”repliedJobson

inacurioustone.

“IusedthemaptotrylocatingYearningIsland…Yousee,Ioncesawtheislandappearontheseamap,

butitonlylastedforalittleundertensecondsbeforedisappearingagain…Asforthesecrettreasureyou

mentioned,it’sthefirstI’veheardofit,”explainedGeraldasheshookhishead.



“Ifthat’sthecase,thenIguessthattheseamapleadstomultiplethings.Eitherway,ifwehavethe

chance,weshouldtryseekingoutthesecrettreasureaswell.Ihaveafeelingthatit’stherealdeal,”

repliedJobson.

“Oh,I’vealreadybeenthere.Ijustdidn’tknowthatthetreasurewastherebackthen.AsforWhyI

headedthereinthefirstplace,IinitiallythoughtthatitwasYearningIsland.Unfortunately,theisland

onlyhousesasectoftheCrawfordfamily,”repliedGeraldashepointedatthesameislandthatJobson

hadidentifiedearlier.

“Oh?Howinteresting…”mutteredJobson.

“Indeed…Regardless,whileIwasontheisland,Darylsenthissubordinatesovertotestmystrength.

Shortlyafterthat,Willsentsomeofhisownmentoassassinateme.Allinall,IthinkIgotattackedthree

timesonthatisland…”saidGeraldasherecalledthoseincidents.

“Will?”askedJobson.

“Ah,hewasadoptedbyDaryl,andhe’saboutthesameageasIam.FromwhatIknow,he’scurrently

theheiroftheCrawfordfamily,andheapparentlythinksthatI’mtryingtofindtheislandtosnatchhis

positionaway!YoucantellhowdesperateheissinceheevendaredtodisobeyDaryl’sorders!”

explainedGeraldwithalaugh.

“Howinteresting…TothinkthatwhileDarylmerelywishestotestyourstrength,hisheiristryingtokill

you.ThecurrentCrawfordfamilydoesn’tsoundpeacefulatall,”repliedJobsonashestrokedhisbeard

withasmile.

“Indeed…Eitherway,Ireallycouldn’tcarelessaboutthatposition.Ijustwanttorescuemyfamily

already…”mutteredGeraldasheshookhishead.Infact,evenifDarylreallywantedhimtobethenext

patriarchoftheCrawfordfamily,hewould’vedeclined.

“Speakingofyourfamily,howlonghavetheybeenlockedup?”askedJobson.



“Averylongtime,”repliedGeraldwithasigh.

“AndDarylhasn’thurtthem?”askedtheoldmanashepouredmoreteaforGerald.

“FromwhatanassassinthatWillsentovertoldme,they’reapparentlytreatedwell,thoughthey’ve

remainedlockedupinaroomatthebackoftheCrawfordmanorthisentiretime…”repliedGerald.

Chapter2254

“IwasalsotoldthatonlyDarylisallowedintotheareathey’relockedupin,soWillcan’tmessaround

withthem.Attheveryleast,that’swhattheassassintoldme,”addedGeraldasheshookhishead,

unsureofwhethertobelievethatornot.

“Thingssimplygetmoreandmoreinteresting,huh…Soafterhecapturedyourparentsandsister,he’s

nowforcingyoutogosavethem?Atthesametime,hedoesn’twantyoudeadeither.Iwonderifyou’re

missingsomethinghere…”mutteredtheoldmanwhoknewDaryl’spersonalitywell,whichwaswhyhe

stillrefusedtobelievethatDarylwouldharmhisfamilywithoutgoodreason.

UnderstandingthatJobsonwastryingtojustifyDaryl’sactions,Geraldsimplyclenchedhisfistsbefore

replying,“EvenifIam,nograndfathershouldevermaketheirgrandsonlearnaboutsomethingthrough

suchdespicablemeans…”

ItwasclearthathishatredtowardDarylhadpeaked,andhadanyoneelsesaidthat,thenGerald

would’vealreadyattackedthemwithouttheslightesthesitation.

SensingGerald’shostility,theoldmansimplymutteredinaslightlyresignedtone,“…Let’stalkabout

thisagainoncewereachthemanor.Whoknows,hemayfinallytellyouwhyhedidallthatonceyou

arrive.Again,beforepartingways,Irememberhimalwaysbeingextremelykindtohisfamilymembers,

especiallyyourparents.Infact,he’shardlyeverscoldedthem!”



BeforeGeraldcouldreply,Fujiko,MasterGhost,andAidenreturned.Seeingthem,Geraldchosenotto

continuethetopic.Instead,heslippedtheseamapbackintohiscoatbeforesippingonhistea.

Oncetheywerecloseenough,Aidenfishedaroundinhisbagbeforetakingabeerbottleout.Tossingit

towardGerald,hethensaid,“Haveadrink!”

Easilycatchingit,Geraldthenplaceditonthetablebeforegettingonhisfeetandreplying,“Appreciated.

Eitherway,Ibetyouguysarehungry.Letmecooksomethingupforus!”

Itwasnowthreeintheafternoon,andnoneofthemhadeatenanythingsincelastnight’sdinner.Since

evenhewasfeelingalittlehungry,hecouldonlyimaginehowstarvedordinarypeoplelikeAidenand

Fujikowere.

“We’reonacargoship,youknow?Notsomeprivateyacht!Withthatsaid,wealreadyhavechefson

board.Wehavesailorsandacaptainaswell,soallofyoucanjustrelax,”repliedJobsonasheheldonto

Gerald’sarm.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldnoddedinresponse.Howconvenient.

ItwassometimelaterwhenGeralddecidedtotakeawalkaroundthedeck.SinceMasterGhostand

Fujikowerebusydistributingthethingstheyhadbought,Aidenwhodidn’thaveanythingelsetodoand

justsohappenedtoseeGeraldwalkingouttossedwhateverhewasdoingasidebeforerunningafter

Gerald.

Oncehewasonthedeck,GeraldstaredattheslowlyshrinkingcountryofJapanbehindthem.Holding

ontotheship’srails,Geraldsighedashefeltalightandsaltyseabreezebrushagainsthisface.

WalkingtoGerald’sside,Aidenremainedsilentforawhilebeforeasking,“Whoexactlyisthatold

man…?”



“He’stheYamashitafamily’selder…He’salsoacultivatorwho,togetherwithmygrandfather,studied

underthesamemaster…”repliedGerald.

“And…hesimplywantstohelpus…?”askedAiden.

“Itwouldappearso,”saidGeraldaftertakingadeepbreath,notevenabletoseeJapananymore.

“Isee…well,nottoberudebut…he’squiteold,isn’the…?Ratherthanhelpingus,don’tyouthinkwe’ll

havetospendmoretimetakingcareofhiminstead…?”whisperedAidenaftertakingapeekatthe

cabins.

Burstingoutinlaughter,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Youknow,evenIcan’tsayforsurethatI’llbeableto

beathim!”

Thoughhehadneverwitnessedtheoldmanincombat,thefactthatJobsonwasabletosummona

flameoutofthinairshowedjusthowstronghiscultivationwas.However,thefactthatJobsonwasable

todothatmeantthatDarylcouldprobablydothesame.Ifthatwasthecase,thenGeraldwasworried

thathe’dfailtorescuehisfamilyoncehegotthere.

Evenso,Geraldhadalreadymadeuphismind.Evenifhegotheavilyinjuredorevenkilled,hewasstill

goingtotrytosavehisfamily.
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“…Cometothinkofit,hedidleapontotheship’sdeckearlier!HowcouldIhaveforgotten?!”exclaimed

Aidenashequicklycoveredhismouth.WasJobsonevenhuman?!

“Indeed.Eitherway,thatjustshowshowstrongheis.Thetruthis,I’mfeelingmuchmoreconfidentwith

himhere,”repliedGeraldasheleanedagainsttherailingwhilelightingacigarette.



Shortlyafter,theyenteredtheship’srestaurant,onlytorealizethatthechefwasalreadydonewith

theirmeals.Fromthelooksofit,thechefwasapro.Afterall,eventhoughonlyfiveofthemwereeating,

thechefhadprepareduptoeightWestondisheswithevensomesoupontheside.Seeingthat,

everyonequicklygatheredaroundthetabletobegindiggingin.

Sinceeveryonewasalreadygatheredthere,Geraldtookthechancetoremindthemthatdangercould

popupatanytimeduringtheirmissiontouncoverthesecretsoftheSeadomtribe.

Afterall,evenduringthespecialforcescompetition,aYanamsoldierhadcomelookingfortroublewith

them.Withthatinmind,GeraldhadnodoubtthatthesecondtheydockedatYanam,newsabouthis

arrivalwouldgettotheYanamMilitaryinnotime.Still,thefactthatthemilitaryleaderwasjustCarter

madeGeraldalittlemorerelieved.

Eitherway,onceGeraldwasdone,Jobsonlookedateveryonebeforeasking,“Speakingofwhich,are

anyofyouinterestedinparticipatinginanauctiononcewearriveinYanam?”

“Hmm?Whatsortofauction?”askedGerald.

“FromtherumorsI’veheard,it’sfocusingontraditionalmedicine,thoughIcouldbewrong,”repliedthe

oldmanasheshookhishead.

“ThenI’mafraidI’mnotinterested,”repliedGeraldwithawaveofhishand,clearlyprioritizingsavinghis

family.

“Isee…Well,Ijustthoughttosayitout…Justincaseanyonewouldbeinterested,youknow?”saidthe

oldmanbeforegoingquiet.

Meanwhile,averyflusteredWillcouldbeseeninhisroom.ThoughhehadinitiallyassumedthatAmare

wouldsuccessfullyassassinateGerald,intheend,Amarenevercametohimtoreporthowthemission

went.Withthatinmind,Willwasn’tevensurewhetherGeraldwasalreadydeadornot!Hecouldn’tjust

lookforAmaretoclarifythingseither.Afterall,Darylhadalreadycaughthimtryingtoassassinate



Geraldonce.IfhemessedupnowandDarylmanagedtoputtwoandtwotogether,hewouldsurelyend

upinboilingwater…!

AsWillcontinuedwonderinghowtosettlethisdilemma,thecornerofhiseyecaughtaglimpseof

Amarewalkingpasthisdoor.Eyewidening,Willimmediatelycalledoutinahushedtone,“Amare…!

Comeoverhere…!”

EversinceDaryllearnedthatWillhadattemptedtoassassinateGerald,Willhadnoticedthatmore

cultivatorsfromhisfamilyhadbeentransferredtohislivingspace.Withthatinmind,Willknewthat

Darylhadsentthemovertokeepaneyeonhim,whichexplainedwhyWillwastryingsohardtolielow.

InsteadofdeterringWillfromdoingthesamething,however,Willwasnowkeenerthanevertokill

Gerald!Hewasutterlyconvincedthatthispersonwouldsnatchhispositionastheheir!
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Whateverthecasewas,uponhearingWill’svoice,Amarecouldn’thelpbutshudderasheturnedaround

andreplied,“MasterWill…”

“Getinhere…!Hurry…!”grumbledWillashecontinuouslylookedleftandright,gladthatnoneof

Daryl’scultivatorswerearoundatthemoment.

WatchingasWillthengesturedforhimtohurryup,Amareknewhehadnootherchoicebuttoobey.

ThoughAmarehadactivelybeentryingtoavoidWillsincehereturned,itappearedthathecouldn’trun

forever.

OnceAmareentered,Willquicklygottwoteacupsoutbeforeasking,“Careforsometea?”

“I…No,I’mfine.Is…thereanythingIcandoforyou,MasterWill…?”askedtheuneasyAmarewitha

gulp.



Raisingaslightbrow,Willthenreplied,“Whatdoyouthink?Tellmewhathappenedalready…!”

“W-whathappenedwhere,MasterWill…?”stutteredAmarewhowasaterribleliar.

“ItoldyoutoassassinateGerald,didn’tI?It’salreadybeenaweeksinceyou’vereturned,don’tyou

thinkit’shightimeyoutoldmewhetheryousucceededornot?”grumbledWillwithafrown,knowing

fullwellthatAmarewasplayingdumb.

“O-oh…!Soyouwereaskingaboutthat,MasterWill…Well…thoughIsearchedfarandwide,Isimply

couldn’tlocateGeraldinJapan!He’sreallygoodathiding…”repliedAmareashesmackedhisforehead,

hopingtofoolWillthathehadjustrecalledtheincident.

“Bullsh*t!IalreadygotconfirmationthatGeraldhadbeenwherethespecialforcescompetitionwas

beingheld!Withthatsaid,howthehellcouldn’tyoufindhimifyouwentthere?!Youdidn’ttakemy

orderseriously,didyou?!”growledWill,activelytryingtosuppresshisanger.

“O-ofcourseIdid…!You’reourfamily’sfuturepatriarch!There’snowayI’ddisobeyyourothersona

whim!BelievemewhenIsaythatIwould’vedefinitelyassassinatedhimhadImanagedtolocatehim

backthen!”declaredtheanxiousAmare.

“…Thenexplainwhyyoudidn’timmediatelyreportbacktomethesecondyoureturnedtotheisland?”

repliedWillinaslightlycalmertone.ThefactthatAmarehadcalledhimthefuturepatriarchofthe

familyhadclearlypleasedhim,andWillwasnowstartingtothinkthatAmarewastellingthetruth.

Clearlygettingbetteratlyingnow,Amarequicklyexplained,“Well…Ijustdidn’thavethecourageto

faceyouafterfailingthemission…Afterall,youtrustedmetocompleteit!”

Bythispoint,Willwassooverjoyedbythethoughtofgettingtobethefuturepatriarchthathedidn’t

evencareanymore.Thinkingback,ofcourseasimpletonlikeAmarewouldfailtooutsmartGerald!With

thatinmind,Willthenreplied,“Well,sinceGeraldmanagedtoevadeevenme,Iguessitmakessense

whyhewasabletoescapeyourgrasp.Fine,you’reforgiven!”



Hearingthat,Amarewhocouldn’thelpbutsecretlysighinreliefthendeclared,“Ifthechanceever

arrives,I’llgladlyattempttotakehimdownagain!”

“Justgobackfornow.Andremember,don’ttellanyoneaboutthis…!”repliedWillinaslightlyresigned

tone.

“Verywell.Ifthere’sanythingelseyouwishtogetdone,makesuretocallformeagain!”saidAmare

beforeattemptingtoleavetheroom.

“Wait,”calledoutWill.
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Momentarilyfrozeninfear,theterrifiedAmaregulpedasheslowlyturnedtofaceWillagain.

Seeingthat,Willthenclearedhisthroatpretendingtobeseriousashesaid,“KeepinmindthatI’mjust

aregularmemberofthefamily.Withthatsaid,don’tidentifymeasthefuturepatriarchsinceMr.Daryl

isstillincontrol.”

“Gotit,”repliedAmareashenoddedbeforeswiftlyleaving.

Afterheleft,Willquicklyclosedhisroom’sdoorbeforepacingupanddownhishandsbehindhisbackas

hemuttered,“Howodd…AsidefrombeingabletotakeWolfandLucdown,Geraldwasevenableto

evadeAmareforsolong!WhatkindofcultivationdoesGeraldevenpossess?Couldhistalentsexceed

thatofordinarypeople…?”

Thoughthereweremanyquestionsinhismind,Willdecidedtoputeverythingasidefornow.

Intheend,hewasprettysurethatDarylwasstilldissatisfiedwithhimforsendingotherstoassassinate



Geraldbeforethis.Withthatinmind,hedidn’tdaremakeanothermovesosoonorhemayreallyneed

togiveuphispositionastheheirofthepatriarch…Itcertainlydidn’thelpthatthereweremanyothers

whoweremoretalentedthanhimwithinthefamily.Whatmore,thoughbeingadoptedbyDarylmade

himspecial,italsomeantthathedidn’tpossessCrawfordbloodinhim.

Fastforwardtotwodayslater,thecargoshipfromJapanfinallyarrivedinYanamwaters.Asidefrom

eatingandsleeping,GeraldhadspentmuchofhistimestaringoutattheoceaninthedirectionYanam

was.Knowingthathewasgettingclosertosavinghisfamily,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeelslightly

anxious.

Afterall,ifhefailedtosavethemnow,therewasahighchancethatsuchagoodopportunitywouldn’t

presentitselfagainanytimesoon.

Whateverthecasewas,sincethecargoshipwasnowsoclosetoYanam,itwasn’tlongbeforethe

YanamMilitaryreceivednewsthatGeraldwascoming.

Upongettingthenews,Carterwhowasinhisofficeinstantlygotupfromhisseatbeforeexclaimingin

fear,“W-what?!Gerald’sback?!”

IthadbeenextremelydifficulttosendGeraldoffinthepast.Tothinkthatthatdevilwasbackwhen

CarterhadbarelyhadthetimetorelaxandenjoyhisnewpositionastheYanamMilitaryleader!

“Heis!Wesawhimstandingatopacargoshipthroughatelescopeaswewereinspectingthelocalsea

areas!”reportedasubordinatewhowasstandingbeforeCarter.

Feelinghispalmsgrowsweaty,Carterwaspromptedtoask,“A-areyousureyouweren’tmistaken?”

“Ahundredpercent!Otherwise,wewouldn’thavereportedthistoyouinthefirstplace!Regardless,

whydoyouthinkthatevilman’sreturnedleader…?Notonlydidbecauseamassivemessinourmilitary,

buthe’salsoexterminatedthreemajorfamilieshere!Ifhe’sreallybackformoretrouble,thenwemay

notbeabletostophim!”repliedthesubordinate.



“Shouldwearmourmostcapablesoldierswithourheaviestweaponstokillhimbeforehelands?I’m

suretroublewillstartbrewingthesecondhedisembarks!”suggestedtheindividualinchargeof

Yanam’sseas.He,forone,didn’twanthistorytorepeatitself.

“LikeIhaven’tthoughtaboutthatalready!Eitherway,resumewithwhateveryouweredoing!I’ll

contactyouifIneedanythingelse!Also,keepacloseeyeonGeraldatalltimes!Don’tlethimsneak

pastus!”grumbledCarterwhocouldfeelaminorheadachecoming.
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Carterhonestlycouldn’tbelievethatthelivingnightmarehadreturnedtohaunthimagainsosoon!He

hadbarelyevenbeenabletoenjoyhisnewpostasmilitaryleader!

Whatmore,hewasutterlyterrifiedthathewouldsomehowendupjustlikeGodwin.Aftersearchingfor

anentiremonth,theyeventuallymanagedtofindhim.

However,helookedmorelikeasavagethananythingatthetime.Hell,hadtheinvestigationteamnot

recognizedhisclothes,hewould’veprobablybeenshottodeaththesecondtheybumpedintohim!

Eitherway,Carterhadmadesuretoconcealtheincidentwell.Afterall,hedidn’twantunnecessary

troubletobrewsincethatcouldpotentiallyaffecthispostasleader.Withthatsaid,Carterhadhidden

Godwininaremotemountainvillage,makingsuretohaveafewofhissubordinatesguardhimthereat

alltimes.

Regardless,afterseeingwhathappenedtoGodwin,Carterwasdeterminednottorepeathisex-leader’s

mistakes.Withthatinmind,thoughtheindividualinchargeofYanam’sseashadmadeatempting

proposaltoimmediatelysendheavilyarmedmilitaryteamstotakeGeraldoutearlier,Carterknew

betterthantojustagreewiththat.

Afterall,Geraldhadyettomakeamoveonthem.Duetothat,eveniftheydidmanagetotakehim

down,Westonasawholewouldpotentiallycomeafterhimnextformurderinganinnocentman!



However,ifheallowedGeraldtosetfootonYanam,thendealingwithGeraldwouldbecomeevenmore

difficult.Asthesayingwent,preventionwasbetterthancure.

Thankfully,afterthinkingforagood,longwhile,

Carterfinallythoughtofagoodidea.Pickingthephoneonhisofficedeskup,Carterthencalledthe

personinchargeofYanam’sseas.Oncehepickedup,Carterimmediatelytoldhimtocomeback,stating

thathewasabouttoissueanextremelyimportantordertohim.

Shortlyafter,themanfrombeforeburstintotheroombeforeaskinginahushedtone,“Arewegoingto

makeGeralddisappearbeforehereachesland,leader…?”

AsthepersoninchargeofYanam’sseas,hewasn’tabouttoallowGeraldtocauseanymoretroubleif

hecouldhelpit.Hell,afterGeraldleftthelasttime,hehadevenfiledanapplicationtopursueandkill

Geraldwhilehewasstilloutatsea.Unfortunately,Carterhaddeniedhisrequest,sohehadtogiveup

ontheideaatthetime.

Whateverthecasewas,uponhearingthat,Cartercouldn’thelpbutnarrowhiseyesasheasked,“Are

youreallyplanningtokillGeraldjustlikethat?”

“AreyouproposingthatwelethimenterYanam?Ifhemanagestogettoland,Geraldwillsurelycausea

chaoticscenelikethelasttime!HewasGodwin’smurderer,forheaven’ssake!”repliedthemanina

slightlyreluctanttone.WhenGodwinwasleader,heneverhesitatedwhenitcametodealingwithhis

opponents.Carterwasthecompleteoppositeofhim.Withhowhesitanthealwayswas,Carterdidn’t

havethedemeanorofaleaderatall!

“Rememberthathe’sstillaWestoner.Ifwelookfortroublewithhimoutoftheblue,I’msureWeston

willtrytomakeanissueoutofthis.Afterall,wehaven’texactlyhadagoodrelationshipwiththe

countryinrecentyears,”mutteredCarterwhofoundoutaboutthesethingswhilehewasstillworking

underGodwin.



“Then…whydidyousummonmehere…?”askedthemaninconfusion.

“Right.IwantyoutokeepacloseeyeonGeraldandreporthiseverymovetome.Ifittrulyseemslike

he’sapproachingourdocks,immediatelyreportback.I’mmeetinghiminpersonthistime…”ordered

Carterafterthinkingforabit.
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“B-butleader!YoushouldknowhowcruelGeraldis…!Notonlydidhekillourformerleader,buthe’s

alsotakenoutourcountry’sthreemajorfamilies…!Withhowmuchchaoshe’scausedhere,it’sonly

safetoassumethatyou’llbeinseriousdangerifyoufacehim!”repliedtheterrifiedman.

“It’sfine,I’mtheleader,afterall.IfIdon’tstepup,whatrightdoIhavetoholdthisposition?”said

Carterashepointedathisseatinacalmtone.

Truthbetold,Carterwasextremelyterrified.However,hewasalsowellawarethathehadyettooffend

Gerald.Infact,hehadevengivenGeraldhissilentapprovaltoleaveYanambackthen,andhewassure

thatGeraldwouldrememberthat.

AsforwhyhewantedtomeetGerald,CarterwantedtoinquirewhyhehadcometoYanamthistime.

RegardlessofwhateverorwhoeverGeraldwaslookingforhere,Carterwouldsurelyobtainandhandit

orthemtotheyouthinexchangeforpeace.Withanyluck,Carterwouldbeabletoretainhisnew

positionformuchlonger.

“Leader…I…!”saidthepersoninchargeofYanam’sseasbeforehisvoicetrailedoff.Whilehehadno

ideawhatCarterwasthinking,hecouldn’thelpbutfeelthathispreviousopinionsaboutCarterwere

toorashnow.Asitturnedout,theleaderhadbeenplacingYanamfirstthisentiretime.Hell,hewas

evenwillingtoriskhislifeforthecountry!

“There’snoneedtosayanymorethanthat.JustdoasIordered,”repliedCarterashegesturedforthe

mantoleave.



“…Understood!I’llgetsomementobewithyou,justincase!Thatway,ifGeraldtriesanythingfunny,

you’llatleastbeabletoremainrelativelysafe!”declaredthemanbeforeleavingCarter’soffice.

Thesecondheleft,Cartercouldn’thelpbutslumpintohischair.JustthinkingaboutmeetingGerald

madehishandstrembleuncontrollably.Evenso,he’drathertaketheinitiativetolookforGeraldrather

thantheotherwayaround.Doingsocouldatleastminimizethepotentialdamagedone.

Eitherway,Carter’sorderswerequicklyspreadaround,andinnotimeatall,overtenfleetsfrom

Yanam’smaritimeforcessetofftokeepacloseeyeonGerald,everyoneaboardmakingsuretodetail

thelocationofGerald’scargoshipatalltimes.

ItwasonlywheneveningfellwhenGerald’sshipwasfinallyanchoredatYanam’sdocks.Bythatpoint,

asidefromtheoldman,theotherfourhadchangedintonewsetsofcleanclothes.

Thesecondtheywereabouttogothroughcustoms,however,theywereimmediatelystoppedbyten

armedsoldiers.

“Quitethewarmwelcomewe’regetting,don’tyouthink?”saidJobsonwithachuckle,seemingly

unafraidofallthoseguns.Afterall,hehadalreadyseenmuchoftheworld.

“Let’sjustsayIhadsomeissueswiththembeforesothey’realittlescaredofme…”repliedGeraldashe

scratchedthebackofhisheadbeforesighing.

Shortlyafter,thepersoninchargeofYanam’sseassteppedforwardbeforesaying,“Mr.Crawford!Our

leaderwouldliketomeetyou!”

“Carterwantstomeetme?”repliedGeraldwithaslightfrown,recallinghowCarterhadmerelybeenan

executivebeforeGeraldhadgottenridofGodwin.Thinkingback,itwasratherfunnyhowthatdrunken

manwhomGeraldhadcapturedbackthenendedupgettingelectedtobethenextmilitaryleaderof

YanamWhateverthecasewas,themanthennoddedbeforesaying,“Indeed.Pleasecooperatewithus,



Mr.Crawford.”

“Gladly,thoughcouldyouaccommodatemyfriendsforthemeantime?”repliedGerald.

“We’vealreadyconsideredthat.Withthatsaid,pleasecomewithme,ladiesandgentlemen.I’llbe

leadingyoutoyourguestroomstorestinthemeantime,”saidthemanasheturnedtolookatAiden

andtheothers.
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Feelingachillrundownhisspine,Carterfoughttheurgetofleebeforegesturingforthemen

surroundingGeraldtoleaveashesaid,“Leaveusbe.”

Hearingthat,thesoldiersgaveasalutebeforeleavingtheoffice.

Thesecondtheyweregone,Carterquicklyclosedthedoor.GulpingashewalkedtowardGeraldand

handedhimacigarette,Carterthensaid,“Um…So…Whyexactlyhaveyoureturned,Gerald…?I-If

there’sanythingoranyoneyouneed,justsaythewordandI’llhelpobtainthemforyou…!”

Lightingthecigarettebeforesittingonthecouch,Geraldthencrossedhislegsbeforereplying,“I’mnot

lookingforanyoneoranything.”

“H-huh…?Then…Whyareyouhere…?”whimperedtheterrifiedCarter.

“I’mjustheretosightsee.OramInotwelcomehere?Justsoyouknow,Istillhavethegreencardissued

byyourgovernment,”saidGerald,amusedbyCarter’shypervigilance.Thismanwasincomparableto

Godwin!

“O-ofcourseyouare…!Iwelcomeyouifyou’rejusthereforthat…!”repliedCarterasheplacedhis

handstogether.



“Goodtohear.Anyway,ifthere’snothingelse,I’llbetakingmyleavefirst,”saidGeraldasheplacedhis

unfinishedcigaretteintoanashtraybeforegettinguptoleave.

“P-pleasewait!”calledoutCarter.

“Whatisitnow?Stopwastingmytime…”growledGeraldwithadeepfrown.

“I-I…Please…isthattheonlyreasonyou’rehereinYanam…?I’mjustworriedformycountry’ssake

afterallyou’vedonehereinthepast…”whimperedCarterwhohadnochoicebuttobehonestsincehe

didn’twanttoaccidentallyangerGerald.

“You’reworried,yousay…?”repliedGeraldashelookedattheterrifiedman.

“Y-yes…YoushouldknowthatI’mtellingthetruthsinceI’vealwaysbeenhonestwithyou…P-please

rememberthatIwasalsotheonewhogavetheorderforyoutosafelyleavebackthen…HadInotdone

that,thepersoninchargeofYanam’sseaswould’vedefinitelycontinuedtryingtoretaliate,you

know…?”stutteredCarterasherevealedanawkwardsmile,clearlytryingtobutterGeraldup.

“Soyou’resayingIshouldstatemytrueobjectiveasthanks?”sneeredGeraldinresponse.

“O-ofcourse,not!I’mjustsayingthatwe’lldefinitelyhelpyouifyouneedanything!Inreturn,Ionlyask

thatyoudon’t…well…goonanotherrampage…”mutteredCarter.
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“Fine,IcametoYanamtolookforsomething,butI’mnotinterestedincausinganyunnecessary

trouble,”repliedGeraldbeforeturningtofacethedooragain.

“T-thenI’ll-”However,beforeCartercouldevenfinishhissentence,Geraldhadalreadywalkedout.



Still,sinceGeraldhadclarifiedthathewasn’theretocausetrouble,Cartercouldn’thelpbutfeelslightly

relieved.Aslongashedidn’tgooutonhiswaytooffendhim,thenGeraldwouldn’tbeanissuefor

Yanam.Regardless,Geraldsoonmadeittotheguestroomsthatwasn’ttoofarfromCarter’soffice

wheretheothersalreadywere.Thoughtheterm‘guestroom’hadbeenused,thetruthwas,Carterhad

bookedoneofthemoreluxurioushotelsinYanamforthem.Sincetheplacewasusuallyreservedfor

importantpeoplefromoverseas,ifonedidn’thavetherightconnections,thentheywouldn’tbeableto

staythere,eveniftheyhadthemoney.

Eitherway,theotherswereeatingatthemomentGeraldenteredtheroom.

Seeinghim,Aidenimmediatelyputhisfooddownbeforeasking,“Gerald!WhatdidCarterwantfrom

you?”

“He’sjustworriedthatI’llcauseunnecessarychaoshere.Afterall,hejustgotpromotedtobeingthe

militaryleader,”repliedGeraldasheshookhisheadwithasmile.

WatchngasGeraldthensatbesidehim,Aidencouldn’thelpbutsneer,“Hah!Italldependsonwhether

theypickabonewithusfirst!”

“Indeed.Eitherway,allofyoushouldrestupforthenight.Fortomorrow,I’llhaveMasterGhostcome

alongwithme.Aiden,Fujiko,andSeniorJobson,youthreecancontinuerestinghere,”repliedGerald,

nottakingCarterwhowasnowherenearasbigathreatasGodwinwasseriouslyatall.AslongasCarter

madeonewrongmove,Geraldcouldeasilygetridofhim.

“I’llbecomingalong,”saidtheoldman.

“Alright,”repliedGerald,knowinghowknowledgeableandexperiencedJobsonwas.Hell,thoughthe

probabilitywaslow,therewasalwaysachancethatJobsonwouldnoticesomethingthatGeraldmissed

whiletheywereintheancientruins.Eitherway,oncedinnerwasover,everyonereturnedtotheir



respectiveroomstorest.

Lyingonhisbedthatwasrightnexttothewindow,Geraldtookapeekoutsideandsawthatseveral

Yanamsoldierswereguardingthehotel’sentrance.Notevenbotheringaboutthem,Geraldthenturned

tofacethevast,silentoceanbeforelookingatthecloudyandmoonlessnightsky.

“We’regoingtohaveheavyraintomorrow…”mutteredGeraldashelitacigarette.

Justsecondsafterhebeganpuffingonit,afewraindropsfellagainstthewindowpane.Soonenough,

torrentialrainbegancrashingdown.Despitetheheavyrain,theYanamsoldiersseemedcompletely

unfazedastheycontinuedpatrollingthearea.

Staringatthefallingrain,Geraldwasremindedofthenighthisfamilywaskidnapped.Drenchedinrain

uponreturninghome,Geraldhadnoideawhathadhappenedtohisfamilytillheeventuallyrescued

MasterGhostandfoundout.

Puttinghishandstogether,Geraldthenclosedhiseyeswhilefacingtheskybeforewishing,“Maythings

gosmoothlythistime…ThesoonerIgettosavethem,thebetter…”

Thesecondhissentenceended,thunderranginthesky,followedbyaboltoflightningthat

momentarilylitthedarkskyup.
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Darylappearedinhisdreamsthatnight,andtheoldmankeptontalkingaboutGerald’schildhoodtill

themomentGeraldfinallyawokefromhisnightmare.Evenashepantedvigorouslyuponwakingup,

Geraldcouldn’thelpbutcheckhissurroundings.Ithadallfeltsoreal.Oncehecalmeddownalittle,

Geraldsawthatitwasonlyfourinthemorning.

Lookingoutthewindow,Geraldrealizedthatitwasstillrainingheavily.Knowingthathewasn’tgoingto

getanyfurtherrestthatnight,Geraldthenrolledoutofbedandstoodbythewindow,silentlygazing

out.



Allofasudden,knockingcouldbeheardfromhisdoor.Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldthenlooked

throughthedoor’speepholeandsawthatitwasAiden.Openingthedoor,Geraldcouldn’thelpbut

smileashesaid,“Wellsomeone’searly…”

“Yes,aboutthat…Yousee,Ijustreceivedanurgentmessagefrommysuperior,butbeforethat,doyou

stillrememberMissLawrence?”askedAideninanervoustone.

“Thatunrulyyounglady?Ofcourse,Ido.Youescortedherback,right?”repliedGeraldwhoneededa

momenttoevenrememberher.

“Bingo.WhileIdidsendherback,sheapparentlyreturnedtoYanamalone.Sincethen,nobody’sbeen

abletocontacther.Withthatinmind,mysuperiorhasurgentlyorderedmetolocateher.Following

that,I’mtosafelyescortherback.”MutteredAidenashedoublecheckedifanyonewasnearbybefore

closingthedoorbehindhim.

“Nowwhyonearthwouldshecomehere?”askedGeraldwithafrownasherecalledthetimeheand

AidenhadescortedhertotheGrubbfamily.Hadtheynotsteppedinbackthen,shewould’vesurely

gottendeflowered.

Eitherway,GeraldalsorememberedtellingLindsaytimeandagainnottocontactthatfamily,andhe

wasprettysurethatshehadpromisednottobackthen.

“HowshouldIknow?MysuperiorhasevenaskedtheLawrencefamilyregardingthis,thoughthey

refusedtoexplainwhyshehadreturned.Personally,Iassumeshe’sherebecauseofthatmysterious

keepsakethatshesent.TheGrubbsmayhavesomecontactwiththeLawrencesaswell,sothe

LawrencesprobablyhadnosayinLindsay’sreturn,whichultimatelyresultedinthecurrentsituation,”

repliedAidenwithahelplessshrug.

“Wellisn’tthisinteresting…”saidGeraldwithachuckle.



“Easyforyoutosay…WhatshouldIdo…?”mutteredtheanxiousAiden.

“YoulikeLindsay,don’tyou?”repliedGeraldwithaslightlyraisedbrow.

“…H-huh?Wheredidthatcomefrom…”mutteredAiden,failingtostophimselffromblushing.

“Behonestwithme.”

“That…I’m…nottoosureaboutthat,tobehonest…”repliedAidenasbeloweredhishead.Sincehehad

beeninthemilitaryforsomanyyears,hehadnevertrulyconsideredstartingalovelife.

“Alright,listenup.You,ofallpeople,shouldknowthatmygoalistouncoverthesecretsoftheSeadom

tribeattheancientruinssothatI’llpotentiallybeabletolocateYearningIslandandsavemyfamily.I

trustyouunderstandhowmuchthismatterstome,correct?”askedGeraldaftertakingadeepbreath.

“Ido,”repliedAidenwithaslightnod.

“Good.Now…IfyoutrulylikeLindsay,I’lldefinitelyhelpyousaveher.Afterall,whatarefriendsfor?

However,ifyoudislikeher,thenthisisamatterbetweenyouandyoursuperior.Inotherwords,you’ll

besavingheronyourown.Withthatsaid,what’sitgoingtobe?”askedGeraldinasolemntone.
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“I…Don’tknow…”mutteredAiden,clearlyconflictedaboutthewholematter.Whilehewasn’tsureifhe

reallylikedher,hedidfeelgreatuneasethesecondhissuperiortoldhimthatLindsayhadgonemissing.

Afterall,hisfirstreactionwastoupdateGeraldaboutthisdespitetheungodlyhour!

“Ifthat’sthecase,remindyoursuperiorsthatyou’recurrentlyonvacationandtellthemtosend

someoneelsetosaveher.Ifyou’renotseriousabouther,thenstaywithme.I’llneedallthehelpIcan



get,”repliedGeraldashelookedoutthewindow.

“But…MissLawrencecouldbeindanger…”saidAiden.

WhilehewouldnormallyprioritizeGerald,thethoughtthatLindsaywaslockedupbytheGrubbswas

makinghimhesitate.However,Aidenwasalsoworriedthatifherushedover,hecouldpotentiallyruin

things.

“Hmm?Didn’tyousayyoudislikedher?”repliedGeraldwithalaugh.Gerald,forone,knewAidenwell

enoughtoknowthatifhedidn’tcareaboutLindsay,hewouldn’thavecomerunningovertotellhim

aboutthisinthefirstplace.Hell,ifthatreallywasthecase,hewould’veprobablyrejectedhissuperior’s

ordersthesecondhegotthem!

Uponhearingthat,Aidenwentsilentforamomentbeforeeventuallysaying,“…Alright,I’vemadeup

mymind.Let’ssaveher.”

“Wellsaid.We’llfocusonrescuingMissLawrencefirst,then,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

Whilesavinghisfamilywasimportant,GeraldknewthatLindsay’srescuehadtobeprioritized.Afterall,

hewaswellawareofwhatkindsofpeoplewereintheGrubbfamily.Withthatsaid,ifshetrulyhad

beencapturedbythem,thenanydelayswouldsurelyresultinhereithergettinghurtordefiled.

Shouldthatcometobe,thenAidenwoulddefinitelybebrimmingwithselfreproach,andGeraldreally

didn’twanttoseehisgoodfrienddrowninginsuchgrief.

“Thankyou,Gerald…”saidAiden,pleasedthatGeraldwaswillingtohelp.

Shakinghishead,Geraldsimplyreplied,“There’snoneedforthat.Eitherway,didyoursuperiorprovide



anyhintastowhereshecouldbe?”

Thoughhehadn’tsaidit,GeraldhadbeenkeepingtabswithallthetimesAidenhadremainedbyhis

sidetohelphim.Withthatinmind,nowthatAidenneededhishelp,Geraldwasdefinitelygoingtolend

hisaid.Regardless,Aidenthenshookhisheadbeforesaying,“Unfortunately,no.Hejusttoldmethat

MissLawrencewentmissinginYanam,andthattheLawrencesprovidednousefulinformationaboutall

this…”

“Isee…Well,eithershewascapturedbytheGrubbs,orshemaynotbeinYanamatall,”repliedGerald

ashenarrowedhiseyes.

“That’swhatI’mthinkingaswell,”mutteredAidenwithasigh.

“Thenlet’sstarttheinvestigationattheGrubbfamily’smanor,”repliedGeraldinahelplesstone.Since

hehadkilledFreybackthen,nobodyelseintheGrubbfamilyshouldhaveulteriormotivesagainst

Lindsay.Thoughthatwasthecase,theyreallydidn’thaveanyotherleadsatthemoment,sotheymay

aswellinquiretheGrubbsaboutthisfirst.

“Andtheancientruins…?”askedAiden,feelingslightlyembarrassedforcausingGerald’sgoalstobe

delayed.

“Let’ssaveMissLawrencefirst,”repliedGeraldwithaslightwaveofhishand.

Withtheirmindsmadeup,theduothenimmediatelyleftthehotel.Ontheirwayout,Geraldmadesure

tosendatextmessagetoMasterGhost,explainingthegistofwhereheandAidenwereoffto.Aside

fromtellinghimtorelaythemessagetoFujikoandJobson,Geraldalsostatedthattheywouldreturn

immediatelyiftheymanagedtosaveLindsay.
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Thoughithadalreadybeenrainingforages,therainonlyseemedtogetheavierastheduogotinto

theircar.SinceYanamsoldierswerestillpatrollingthearea,thesecondtheysawGeraldandAiden



leaving,oneofthemimmediatelyreportedthesituationtotheirsuperior.

Meanwhile,Carterwassleepingsoundlywithintheleader’slounge.AfterlearningthatGeraldwasn’t

heretocausechaos,Carterhadbeensorelievedthathehadinvitedseveralexecutivestodrinkwithhim

thenightbefore,whichexplainedwhyhewasinsuchacomfortableslumber.

However,thesnoringmanwasabruptlyawokenwhenhisbutlerburstthroughthedoor,gentlyshaking

Carter’ssleepingbodyasheexclaimed,“B-badnews,Captain…!”

Annoyedthathewassuddenlyawoken,Carterthenyelled,“Getlost!”

“Captain!GeraldandthatspecialforcessoldierfromWestonhavejustleftthehotel!Shouldwesend

ourmenovertokeepaneyeonthem?”repliedthebutlerwhowasn’tintimidatedintheleast.

Undernormalcircumstances,thebutlerwould’vesurelysentpeopleaftertheduowithoutevenneeding

toaskforCarter’spermission.However,sinceCarterapparentlyhadhisownwaysofdealingwith

Gerald,thebutlerrefrainedsincehewasworriedthatsendingtheirmentotailGeraldwouldeventually

ruineverything.

“Let’sjusttalkaboutitonceI’mup…!Withthatsaid,ifyoudon’tgetlostnow,you’reinforaworldof

trouble…!”growledCarter.Sincehewasn’tfullysoberyet,hehadn’treallyheardwhathisbutlerhad

said.Tohim,everythingwassimplygibberish.

“Withallduerespect,captain!Geraldandhisallyhaveleftthehotel…!”repliedthebutlerwhohadno

choicebuttoraisehisvoicealittle.

“Areyoucourtingdeath?!”roaredCarterashefishedforhispistolthatwasbyhisbedbeforeaimingit

atthebutler!



“I-I’llleaveimmediately…!”criedoutthebutlerbeforerushingoutoftheroom.Whileheknewthatthe

halfawakeCarterhadn’tgottenthemessage,thebutlerwasn’tabouttoriskhislifejusttogethispoint

across.

Knowingthathehadsuccessfullygottenridoftheloudbutler,Carterthentossedhispistolontothe

floorbeforelyinginbedagain.Itwasn’tlongbeforehissnoringresumed.

BackonGerald’sside,heandAidencontinuedspeedingtowardtheGrubbfamily’smanor.Thoughthe

wipersweredoingtheirbesttoclearthewindscreen,therainwasabsolutelyhorrendous.Notwanting

toriskcrashingthevehiclesincehecouldbarelyseetheroadbythispoint,Geraldhadnochoicebutto

slowthecardown.

Staringattheonslaughtofrainoutsidehiswindow,Aidenwaspromptedtoask,“DoyouthinkMiss

Lawrenceisindanger,Gerald…?”

“YouknowIcan’tanswerthat,”repliedGeraldashefocusedontheroad.Honestly,haditnotbeena

missiontosavehisfriend’sloveinterest,Geraldwouldn’tevenhaveconsidereddrivinginthisweather.

“Isee…Still,sincewe’vegottenridofPrey,sheshouldbefineifshe’scurrentlywiththeGrubbs.After

all,asidefrombeingherfather’sgoodfriend,LucianisalsoMissLawrence’sgodfather.Withthatin

mind,Ireallyhopethatshe’sthereandthatherphoneisjustbrokenorshejusthasn’tbeenlookingat

it…”mutteredAiden.

“Thatwouldbeforthebest,”repliedGeraldwithashrug.
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WhilethejourneytotheGrubbmanorshould’vetakenthreehoursatmost,itendedupextendingto

fivehoursduetothetorrentialrain.Withthatsaid,itwasnearnoonbythetimetheygottothemanor.

Afterparkingthecar,GeraldcheckedhisphoneandsawthatMasterGhosthadseenhismessage.

PleasedthatMasterGhosthadalsosaidthathewouldrelaythemessagetotheothers,Geraldwas



abouttoleavethecarwhenhesuddenlynoticedaservantrunningtowardhimwithanumbrella.

Outstretchinghishandthatwasholdingontoafoldedumbrella,theservantthenasked,“Goodday,sir.

MayIknowwhyyou’rehere?”

“I’mlookingforMr.Grubbtodiscusssomething,”repliedGeraldashetooktheumbrellaandopenedit.

OnceAidenwasunderGerald’sumbrellaaswell,theservantsmiledbeforeasking,“Pardonme,but

whichMr.Grubbcouldyoubereferringto?”

Asidefromtheliveinson-in-lawandthedaughter-in-law,mostofthepeoplelivingtherewereGrubbs.

“Lucian,”repliedGeraldinacalmtone.

“Oh?You’reheretomeetthemaster?”repliedthestunnedservantwhoquicklystraightenedhisbackto

appearmorerespectful.

“Ishein?Ifheisn’t,there’snoneedtoringhimup.We’lljustwaithereforabit,”saidGeraldasheand

Aidenbeganwalkingintothemanor.

“He’sin.Withhowheavytherainistoday,hedoesn’thaveanyotherguestsvisitingeither,”explained

thebutlerasheloweredhisgaze,notevendaringtolookGeraldintheeye.Afterall,notonlyhadthe

youthdaredtocomeover,buthehadevencalledhismasterbyname!Allthatcouldonlymeanthat

Geraldeitherpossessedahighstatusorhewassomeonehismastertookextremelyseriously.

“Leadustohim,”repliedGerald.



Withthat,theservantinstantlyledthetwotothereceptionroom,wheretheywerepromptlyserved

somehottea.

Ashortwhilelater,Aidenwhohadantsinhispantscouldn’thelpbutsay,“…I’mtakingalookaround.”

IfLindsayreallywaslockedupinhere,hewasgoingtotakeeverychancehecouldtosearchforher.

Frowningslightly,Geraldreplied,“Justremainseatedhere.I’msurehe’llcomesoon.”

“ButI’mworriedaboutMissLawrence’ssafety…!”grumbledAidenashestaredoutthewindow.Not

showingsignsoflettingupatall,therainwassoheavythathecouldbarelyseeathing.

“Evenifshe’shere,haven’twealreadyalertedtheenemybyshowingourselves?Ifyoustartsearching

now,aren’tyoujustmakingitevenmoreobviousthatwe’relookingforher?”repliedGeraldashe

sippedhistea.

“I…didn’tthinkofthat…”mutteredAidenashequicklycalmeddown.

“I’mgladyou’verealized.Nowgetbackhereandhaveyourteawhileit’shot,”repliedGeraldasheheld

Aiden’scupoutforhim.

ThesecondGerald’ssentenceended,Lucianundertheguideofhisservantcouldbeseenenteringthe

receptionroom.Thoughhispantsweredrenchedinrainwater,hedidn’tseemtocareatall,especially

whenhesawGerald.

Instantlybreakingintoasmile,LucianthenwalkeduptoGeraldhishandextendedwhilesaying,“And

hereIthoughtmyservantwaskiddingwhenhesaidyouwerehere!”

“It’sbeenawhile,Mr.Grubb,”repliedGeraldashebeganwalkingtowardtheenthusiasticmanaswell.



“Indeed!Still,whyareyoubacksosoon?Doyouhavesomeaffairstoattendto?Orcoulditbethat…

You’vemanagedtograspthemeaningbehindtheDevotionMirrorandyou’reheretoreturnit?”asked

LucianasheshookGerald’shand.

“You’rethinkingtoohighlyofme,Mr.Grubb.There’snowayI’dbeabletoseethroughthemirrorthis

quickly!Truthbetold,I’veyettoevenscratchthesurfaceofthemirror’ssecrets!”repliedGeraldashe

shookhisheadwithalaugh.
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Thetruthwas,Geraldhadn’tevenlookedattheDevotionMirrorfromthesecondhegotit.Hehad

simplybeentoobusytounravelitsmysteries.Whatmore,themirrorwasn’texactlyasimportantas

Lucianwould’velikedtobelieve,thoughGeraldknewbetterthantotellhimthat.Afterall,anenraged

Lucianwouldonlyspellmoretroubleforhim.

“Ohplease,yourtalent’sexceptional,mister!Afterall,you’rethefirstpersonwho’sbeenableto

retrievethemirrorfromthecave!Sinceyou’veevenobtainedrecognitionfrommyancestors,Ihave

reasontobelievethatit’sonlyamatteroftimebeforeyouuncoveritsmysteries,”declaredLucianashe

shookhishead,makingitclearthathetrustedtheDevotionMirror’schoice.

“Don’tworry,I’lldefinitelysharewhatlieswithinthemirrorifImanagetocrackthecode,”replied

Geraldwithaheartylaugh.

“Ifyoumanagetodoso,you’lltrulybeagreatbenefactortomyfamily!”declaredLucian,hiseyes

glimmeringwithhope.

Accordingtohisfamily’sancestralrecords,anyonewhomanagedtograspthemeaningofthemirror

wouldgainsupremeskillsandcultivationthatwouldthengrantthemeasieraccessinbecomingatop

cultivator.Withthatsaid,ifGeraldsucceededindecodingthemirror,thentheGrubbswouldeasily

becomethelargestandstrongestfamilyintheentiretyofYanam!Actually,sinceallthecultivatorsin

theirfamilywouldbeabletomaxouttheircultivationbythen,forgetYanam,they’dbecomethe

strongestcultivatingfamilyinthecultivationrealm!



Regardless,Geraldthenreplied,“It’salreadyanhonortobegiventhechancetoinspectthismirror…”

Throughouttheirconversation,GeraldhadkepttabsonLucian’sexpressions.Asidefromexcitement,

however,Geraldcouldn’tdiscernanyothervagueexpressions,whichmeantthatLucianhadn’t

kidnappedLindsay.Thoughthatwasthecase,thatdidn’tmeanthattheotherGrubbshadn’tdonethe

deed.

Whateverthecasewas,uponhearingthat,Luciancouldn’thelpbutexclaim,“Youtrulyaremyfamily’s

luckystar,mister!”

“Youflatterme.Speakingofwhich,haveanyweirdincidentshappenedwithinyourfamilyrecently?”

askedGerald.

“Hmm?Everything’sbeennormalasfarasI’mconcerned…Honestly,haveyoureturnedtodealwithmy

family’saffairs,mister?Doesitconcernthecaveorthemirror…?”repliedLucianafterthinkingforabit.

“Let’sjustsaythatI’vereturnedtolookforsomething,thoughitdoesn’tconcernyourfamily.Don’t

overthinkmyearlierquestion,”repliedGeraldwithawaveofhishand,notwantingtoaccidentally

mentionthathewasheretoinvestigateLindsay’sdisappearance.

“Isee…Youscaredmeforamomentthere…However,thereisoneotherthingI’dliketotalktoyou

about…”mutteredLucianafterheavingarelievedsigh.Itwassomethingthathehadrealizedrightafter

Geraldleftbackthen.
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“Goon,”repliedGeraldashemomentarilylookedattheheavyrainoutside.

“Well…I’msureyouknowofmyadoptedson,Frey,right?Yousee,it’sbeenagessinceI’velastseen

him…Heseemstohavejustvanishedintothinair!Itdoesn’thelpthatasfarasIknow,hedidn’thave



anydisputeswithmyotherfamilymembers.Withthatsaid,Iwaswonderingifyouhadbumpedinto

him…”mutteredLucianwithaslightfrown.

InhissearchforFrey,notonlyhadLuciansearchedeverynookandcrannyofhismanor,buthehad

evengonetoalltheplacesFreyusuallywentto.Hell,asidefrommeetingupwithFrey’sfriends,hehad

alsousedallhisconnectionstolocatehissontonoavailevenaftertwoentiremonths.

“Frey?”askedGeraldinacalmtone,thoughhonestly,hecouldn’thelpbutfeelsadforLucian.Afterall,

hehadkilledFreybackinthatcave,andGeraldwasprettysurethatnotevenFrey’sashesremained.

Still,tothinkthatLucianthemightymasteroftheGrubbfamilywouldendupadoptingsuchanevil

son…Howtrulypitiful.

“Yes…WhileIhadinitiallydoubtedthathehadmetwithanaccidentorwaskidnapped,aftersolong,I

justwantnewsabouthimalready…Anynews…”mutteredLucian,hiseyesnowslightlyredandteary.

UnabletobeartellingLucianthetruth,Geraldsimplyreplied,“…I’llkeepaneyeoutforhim.IfIhear

anythingaboutFrey,I’lldefinitelynotifyyou.”

“Iappreciateit.Still,Ihaveafeelingthathe’sprobablybeenkilledbyanaccidentsomewhere…Evenif

that’sthecase,Istillhavetofindhiscorpseinordertogivehimaproperburial…”saidLucianbefore

sighingheavily.Itwasclearthathenolongerhadanyhopethathissonwasalive,andthathewasonly

sayingallthistogetitoutofhissystem.

“Iagree.AsWestoncustomsgo,alldeadindividualsneedtobeburied,”repliedGerald.

Noddinginresponse,LucianthenwipedhistearsawaybeforelookingatGeraldandsaying,“…Either

way,dostayheretilltheraingoesaway…It’sdangeroustodriveinsuchhorridweather…Speakingof

which,yousaidyouwereheretolookforsomething,right?Tellmewhatitis.Igetmymentoobtainit

foryou.”



“Icangetiteasily,sodon’tworryaboutit.Whateverthecaseis,let’stalkaboutitoncetherainstopsin

afewdays,”repliedGeraldashelookedoutside.

“Afewdaysindeed…Well,itdoesn’tseemliketherainwillbelettingupanytimesoon,whynotstay

hereinthemeantime?I’llgetmybutlertocleanupafewofourguestroomslater.Also,you’ve

probablydrivenforquiteawhiletogethere,correct?Youmustbestarving!I’llgetmychefstoprepare

somethingforusrightthisinstant!Wecanjusteatinthereceptionroom,”saidLucianwithasubtle

smile.Gerald’sarrivalhadhonestlybeenthebestthingthathadhappenedtohiminthepastfewdays.

“I’llbetroublingyouthen,Mr.Grubb,”repliedGeraldasheplacedhishandstogetherbeforeLucian.

“Ohplease,you’renotroubleatall!Truthbetold,I’mgladyou’restayinghere!”repliedLucianwitha

waveofhishand.Asitturnedout,Lucian’stemperamenthadundergonequitethechangeeversince

Freydisappeared.

…

“Well,lookslikewe’llbestayinghereforthenextfewdays,Aiden,”saidGeraldasheturnedtofacethe

dazedboy.

Quicklysnappingoutofit,Aidensimplyrepliedwithanod.

Itwasn’tlongafterbeforeservantsbeganappearingwithseveraldishesinhand.TocelebrateGerald’s

arrival,Lucianevengothisspecialwineout,andthetriofoundthemselvesenjoyingtheirmealinthe

receptionroomasraincontinuedpouringoutside.

Oncetheyweredonewiththeirmeals,GeraldandAidenheadedtotheirguestroomsthathad

thoroughlybeentidiedup.ThesecondAidenclosedthedoorbehindhim,heimmediatelyinchedcloser

toGeraldbeforewhispering,“DoyouthinkLucian’sawareofLindsay’sdisappearance…?”



Narrowinghiseyes,Geraldthenthoughtforamomentbeforereplying,“…Idon’tthinkso,no…”
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“Isee…Still,let’sstartinvestigatingtonight.Afterall,evenifLucian’snotawareofit,hisotherfamily

membersarestillhighlysuspicious.Thelongerwedon’tmakeamove,thehigherthechancesofMiss

Lawrencebeingindanger…!”declaredAidenwhodidn’tevenbotherwhisperinganymore.Thoughthe

heavyrainmaskedhisvoicewell,itdidn’tchangethefactthathistonesuggestedthathewantedtoflip

throughtheentiremanortoseeifLindsaywaspresent.

Frowningslightly,Geraldthenreplied,“Calmyourself.”

“LikehellIcan!IfMissLawrenceendsupbumpingintosomeonelikeFreyagain,she’lldefinitelybe

ruined!”grumbledAidenwithasigh.

“Andthat’sexactlywhyyoushouldremaincalm.Howareyougoingtosaveherwithanunclearmind?”

repliedGeraldwhoknewhowAidenfelt.

Afterall,hehadbeenmuchmoreanxiousthanAidenbackwhenMilafirstgotcaptured.AsGerald

wouldcometolearn,untilhecalmedhimself,hewouldn’teverbeabletoresolvehisproblems.

Thankfully,hemanagedtoslowlycalmhimselfovertime.

Whateverthecasewas,knowingthatGerald’swordsmadesense,Aidenthenloweredhisheadwitha

sighbeforesayinginaresignedtone,“Fine,I’lltrytoremaincalm…”

“Attaboy.Now…let’sthinkthisthrough.IfitreallywasaGrubbwhokidnappedLindsay,whowouldbe

ourprimesuspect?”askedGeraldslightlyloudlyduetothecrashingrainashesatatthesideofthebed.

“Frey’smen,”repliedAidenalmostinstantaneously.Hehadalreadyconsideredthatpossibilitywhile

theywerestillinthecarearlier.



“Whiletheydosoundlikethemostplausiblesuspects,whywouldtheywanttocaptureherinthefirst

place?”saidGeraldwithanod.

“That…I…can’tsayforsure…”mutteredAidenasheshookhishead.Itwasclearthathehadn’tthought

thatfarahead.

“Firstoff,Frey’smenonlywentafterherinthefirstplacebecauseofFrey’sorders.Nowthathe’sdead

andthemembersoftheGrubbfamilyhavenoideawherehe’sgoneto,whywouldhissubordinates

suddenlywanttokidnapher?”repliedGerald.

“Imean…whenFreywasabouttodeflowerherthatnight,plentyofhismenwerewithhim…I’msureat

leastsomeofthemyearnedforher…Tome,thataloneisreasonenoughforthemtokidnapher!”said

Aidenasherecalledtheeventsofthatnight.

“Whilethat’scertainlyapossibility,it’salowone.Besides,that’smostlyjustspeculation,”replied

Geraldwithanod.

“Then…WheredoyouthinkLindsayhasdisappearedto?”askedthepuzzledAiden.

“Forone,Idon’tthinktheGrubbshaveanythingtodowithhergoingmissing.However,Idohavea

feelingthattheyhaveotherissuesthattheydidn’treporttoyoursuperior…”repliedGeraldashe

narrowedhiseyes.

“Otherproblems…?Cometothinkofit,backwhenmysuperiorcontactedme,hetoldmethatthe

GrubbshadonlytoldhimthatLindsayhadgonemissingonherwaybacktoYanamandnothingelse…”

mutteredAiden,nowstartingtofeelenlightened.

“Lindsayisn’tafool,Aiden.Afterthatincident,Ibelievethatshe’dhavereportedanysubsequent

journeysshemadetoherfamily.Whatmore,there’sahighchanceshehadmadesufficient

preparationsbeforeevenarrivingattheGrubbfamily’smanor.Withallthatinmind,there’snowaya



similarincidentcould’vetakenplace,”repliedGeraldwithafaintsmile,seeingthatAidenwasfinally

startingtoseehispoint.

“That’sright!Lindsayshould’vetoldherfamilybeforecomingover!”exclaimedAidenwhonowhada

newoutlookonthecase.

“Bingo.Whilewedon’tknowwhethershe’sbeinglockedupinthemanororshe’sjusthavinggeneral

troublesreportingback,IcansayforsurethattheGrubbsaredefinitelyhidingsomethingfromus,”

repliedGeraldasheopenedthewindowbeforelightingacigarette.
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Fromthelooksofit,theheavyrainwasn’tstoppinganytimesoon.

“ShouldweaskthemembersoftheGrubbfamilythen?”askedAidenashefishedhisphoneout,fully

preparedtocontacthissuperior.

“Let’sdoathoroughinvestigationherefirst.Still,ifsheisn’tinthemanor,thenthisincidentisdefinitely

muchmorecomplicatedthanwhatweinitiallyimagined…TheGrubbsmayhaveeitherbeenafraidof

theotherpartywhichwouldexplainwhythey’veremainedquietaboutit,orthere’sjustsomeother

reasonwe’renotseeingyet,”repliedGeraldasheplacedhishandsagainstthewindowsillwhilestaring

outside.

“TheGrubbstrulyareaninterestingbunch…Lindsay’sgonemissingyettheystillrefusetorevealit!Are

theyonlygoingtobesatisfiedoncesomethingbadhappens?”growledAidenasheslammedhisfist

againstatable,wonderingwhatLindsaywasexperiencingrightnow.Ifsheendedupgettingdefiledby

someonelikeFrey,Aidenwasn’tagainstmurderingtheculprit…!

“Ican’tsayforsure,”repliedGeraldasheshookhishead,makingitclearthatevenhehadnoideawhat

theGrubbswerethinkingandwhytheywouldcommitthedeed.

“Then…whatshouldwedonow…?”askedAidenashewalkeduptoGerald.



“Let’sgetsometestfirst.I’lltrygettingsomeinformationoutofLuciantomorrow.Hopefullythat’llclear

oursuspicionsofthefamily,”repliedGeraldashetossedhiscigaretteoutintotherain.

Knowingthatthatwasprobablythebestcourseofaction,Aidensimplynoddedinresponse.

Fastforwardtothenextday,theraindidn’tseemtobelettingupatall.Infact,hadGeraldnotchecked

thetimeandrealizedthatitwasalreadyeight,hewould’vesurelyassumedthatitwasstillinthemiddle

ofthenightwithhowdarkitwasoutside.Regardless,aftergettinghimselfcleanedup,Gerald

immediatelyheadedofftolookforLucian.

Oncetheymetup,LucianinvitedGeraldforbreakfast.Soonenough,thetwoweresittingoppositeeach

otherasservantsservedthemtheirmeals.

Bitingintoaloafofbread,LucianthenturnedtolookatGeraldbeforeasking,“So,hadagoodrest?”

“Therainwasabittooloudformytaste,butImostlysleptwell,”repliedGeraldwithasmile,making

suretocarefullyobserveanychangesinLucian’sexpressiontheentiretime.

“It’llunfortunatelyberainingcatsanddogsinthenextfewdays.Still,thatmeansyou’llgettostay

longerhere.Truthbetold,it’sbeenthelongesttimesinceI’vehadachancetohavebreakfastwitha

youtheversinceFreywentmissing…”mutteredLucianwithasigh.

ThoughhewasawareofFrey’sbadhabits,FreywasstillLucian’sadoptedchild.Inaway,thiswashis

faultsincehehadspoiledFreytoomuchasachild.Hell,hehadevenpromisedtomakehimtheheirof

thefamily!However,thatdidn’tmeanthathedidn’twantFreyaround.Honestly,Lucianwould’vesurely

fallenintomuchdeeperdepressionbynowhaditnotbeenforthefactthathestillneededtotakecare

ofhislargefamily.



“Isee…Couldyoudetailmeontheincident…?”askedGeraldwhohadbeenwaitingforLuciantobringit

up.

“Idon’tknowmuchmyself,thoughitseemsthathevanishednottoolongafteryouguysleftback

then…”repliedLucianwholookedparticularlysaddenedeverytimehehadtotalkaboutFrey.

“Howunfortunate…”saidGerald,expertlypretendingthathedidn’tknowanything.

“Indeed…Afteraboutaweekofattemptingtocontacthimtonoavail,Ifinallylodgedapolicereportto

investigatehisdisappearance.However,asI’vesaid,heseemstohavevanishedintothinair…”replied

Lucianwithaheavysigh.
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“Weretherenocluesleftbehindatall…?”askedGeraldwhowasnowprettysurethatLucianhad

nothingtodowithLindsay’sdisappearance.Afterall,Lucianhadn’trevealedanyoddexpressions

throughouttheirconversation.

“Iftherewereany,wewould’vefoundthemagesago.Whatatragedy…NotonlydoInotknowwhether

myson’sdeadoralive,butevenifhe’spassedon,Ican’tfindhiscorpse!Thisistrulyasdepressingas

thingscanget…”mutteredLucianasheshookhishead.

“HaveyouconsideredquestioningFrey’ssubordinates?Afterall,theywereclosesttohimsotheymay

haveanideaofwhatbefellhim,”repliedGeraldashescratchedhischin.

“I’veaskedthemonmultipleoccasions,buteverytimeIdid,theirresponsesremainedthesame.

Essentially,allofthemsaidthatafterFreyleftoneafternoon,heceasedtocontactanyofthem.That

wasprobablythedayhewentmissing,”saidLucianwhohadalreadyconsideredeverythingthatGerald

hadsuggested,makingitevidentthathehadgoneallouttolocatehisson.

“Isee…”repliedGeraldwithasigh.



“Well,Idon’thavemuchhopethathe’salivebythispoint,soI’monlyhopingthatIcanatleastbury

him.Still,beingburiedabroadisquitefrowneduponbyusWestoners…”saidLucianasheshookhis

head.

“It’ssimplykarma…”mutteredGeraldtohimself.

“Comeagain?”askedLucianwhogenuinelyhadn’tcaughtwhatGeraldhadsaid.

“Hmm?Oh,Isaidit’ssuchapity.Afterall,he’stheheirofyourfamily,no?”fibbedGerald.

“Heis.Thoughhe’smyadoptedson,hischaracterandbehavioraremuchmoreoutstandingcompared

tomybiologicalchildren…He’sbeenhelpingmemanagemyfamilybusinessalotinrecentyears,you

know?AndasfarasIknow,he’snevermadeamistake.Iwasabouttotellhimthathewasgoingtobe

theheiroftheGrubbstoo,butalas,heendedupvanishingoffthefaceoftheearth!”mutteredLucianin

ahelplesstone.

“Trulyapity…”repeatedGerald.

“Well…Let’snottalkabouthimanymore…Speakingofwhich,there’sgoingtobealocalauctionina

fewdays.Icouldbringyouthereifyou’dlike,”repliedLucianwhodidn’twanttosoundoverlysad

beforehisguest.

Afterall,thoughhissonwasmostprobablydead,thefactthatGeraldhadreturnedmeantthatnot

everythingwasalldoomandgloom.

Ashisbutlerhadpreviouslysaid,ittrulywastherightchoiceforhimtohandtheDevotionMirrorto

Gerald.Afterall,notonlydidhetrustthatGeraldwouldn’trunoffwithhisfamily’streasure,buthealso

believedthattheyouthwouldeventuallysharehisfindingswithhimonceGeraldcrackedthemirror’s



code.

Bythatpoint,everyoneinhisfamilywouldundoubtedlybeabletoimprovetheircultivation,andLucian

genuinelyhopedthatthatwouldhelpgivebirthtomoreoutstandingyouthslikeFreywhowouldtry

theirbesttobepartofthefamily.

Eitherway,uponhearingthat,Geraldsimplyshookhisheadbeforesaying,“I’mnotthatinterestedin

auctions.”

“Well,thisisn’tanordinaryauctionbyanymeans.It’sactuallythelargestauctionofthecultivation

realmthat’sheldonceeveryfiveyears!Withthatsaid,lotsofraretreasureswillbethere,andifyou’re

lucky,youmaybeabletogetyourhandsonsome!”explainedLucian.

“…Oh?Thelargestyousay…”repliedGeraldasheraisedaslighteyebrow.

“That’sright.Justsoyouknow,Mr.Lawrenceiscomingalongaswell.Cometothinkofit,it’sbeen

almosttwentyyearssinceIlastmethim…Withthatsaid,meetingLindsaybackthenwastrulyaneye

opener.Tothinkthattwodecadeshadpassedintheblinkofaneye…”mutteredLucianwithasigh.

WiththementionoftheLawrencefamily,Geraldtookadeepbreathbeforesaying,“…Ifit’salrightwith

you,couldyouansweraquestionofminehonestly?”
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“Ofcourse!Askaway!”repliedLucianwithanod.

“Well…MissLindsay…Sheneverreturnedsincesheleft,correct?”askedGeraldwithaslightfrown,

thoughaftertalkingtwicetoLucianaboutit,hefeltthatthemantrulydidn’tknowathingaboutallthis.

Whatmore,withhowfondlyhespokeofLindsay,itwashardtoimagineLuciantobeherkidnapper.



“…Whatdoyoumeanby‘returned’?Weren’tyouandAidentheoneswhocamewithher?”replied

Lucian,clearlystartledtohearthat.

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenreplied,“No,Imeantafterthat…”

“Well…Eversinceyoulefttogether,she’sneverreturned…Besides,Mr.Lawrencenevermentioned

anythingaboutsendinghisniceback…”mutteredLucianinresponse.

“Isee…”

“Though…Where’sthiscomingfrom?CouldsomethinghavehappenedtoLindsay…?”askedLucianina

serioustone.He,forone,wasn’ttheheadofthefamilyfornothing.

“Unfortunately,yes,”repliedGerald.

“What?Whyhaven’tIheardaboutthis?Actually,howdidsheevenmanagetodisappear?Afterall,not

onlydoesshehaveyou,apersonwhowasabletotakeoutthehigheldersofthethreelargestfamilies

inYanam,butshealsohadAidenaspecialforcesagentonherside!”exclaimedLucianasheclenched

hisfists.

“IthappenedafterAidensentherback.Apparently,shereceivedamissionfromherfamilyand

supposedlyreturnedtoyourmanorinYanam.Thatwaswhenshewentmissing,”explainedGeraldinan

indifferenttone.

“Butthat’simpossible!Mr.LawrencenevereventoldmethatLindsaywascomingback!I’llcallhimright

thisinstanttoaskwhatreallyhappened!Howcouldshehavejustdisappearedonherwayhere?And

whyhadn’thetoldmeaboutthisseriousmatter!”exclaimedLucianashegottohisfeetbeforegetting

hisphone.



“Holdit,Mr.Grubb!”repliedGeraldashegrabbedLucian’sarm.

“Withallduerespect,notonlyisMr.Lawrencemylifelongfriend,butLindsayisalsomyniece!Howdo

youexpectmetowaitwhensomethingcould’vehappenedtoher?!”exclaimedLucianwhowas

honestlymoreanxiousnowcomparedtowhenhewastalkingaboutFrey.

“Ifthingswerereallythatsimple,thentheLawrenceswould’vesurelynotifiedyouthesecondLindsay

departed.Afterall,shehadonlymadeitbacksafelybackthensinceAidenwaswithher!”repliedGerald

asheshookhishead.

“AreyousayingthattheLawrencesdon’twantmetoknowaboutallthis?”askedLucianafteraslight

pause.

“WhileIdon’tknowwhat’shappenedbetweenyoutwo,Isuspectthattobethecase.Afterall,weonly

learnedaboutherdisappearancefromAiden’ssuperiorwhowastheonlyonetheLawrenceshad

notifiedabouttheincident.Withthatsaid,AidenandIhadcomehereinthefirstplacetoinvestigate

whethertheGrubbswereinvolvedwithLindsay’scase,”explainedGeraldonceLuciancalmeddowna

little.

“What?Whyonearthwouldwedothat?It’snotlikeshehasanythingparticularlyvaluablethatwe

need…”repliedLucianashefirmlyshookhishead.
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“Well…thatshouldbethecase…”saidGeraldasheraisedaslightbrow.

“Areyouhidinganythingelsefromme,mister…?”askedLucian,curiousaboutGerald’sresponse.

“Thetruthis,FreyhadpreviouslyattemptedtoharassMissLindsay,thoughImanagedtostophimin

time,”repliedGeraldashestaredstraightintoLucian’seyes.



“Thatutterb*stard!”yelledLucian.

“Hmm?Aren’tyougoingtoatleastsuspectmeofslander…?”repliedGeraldwhocouldn’thelpbut

chuckle.

“Unfortunately,whileFreyisgoodwithmostthings,theonethinghe’sbadatisselfcontrol…Ican’t

evencounthowmanygirlshe’sharmed,andeverytimeit’smyjobtocompensatethem…Still,tothink

thathe’dactuallysethiseyesonLindsaythistime…Thatboyreallyislosinghisconscience!Ifhe

succeeded,Idon’tthinkI’deverhavethefacetomeetMr.Lawrencefortherestofmylife!”explained

Lucianwithadeepsigh.

“Isee…Well,sincewe’renowonthesamepage,IadmitthatIhadinitiallysuspectedtheculpritstobe

Lucian’smen.However,fromwhatI’vemanagedtogatherhere,Ibelievethattheymaynotbeinvolved

thistime.Still,sincetheLawrencesaretryingtolimitthenumberofpeoplewhoknowabouther

disappearance,Ihavereasontobelievethatthecaseisn’tgoingtobecrackedthateasily…”replied

Gerald.Bytellinghimallthis,notonlywouldhebeabletocurbLucian’sanxiety,buthecould

potentiallygettheGrubbstoalsohelpinthesearchforLindsay.

“There’snoreasonforhertocomeoverinthefirstplace.Also,asyou’vesaid,Mr.Lawrenceshould’ve

notifiedmeaboutallthis…Whatcouldhebehiding…?”mutteredLucianasheponderedthesituation.

“There’snopointinbroodingoverit.Eitherway,I’dliketomeetupwithFrey’smensothatIcan

completelyruleyourfamilyout.OnceIconfirmthatthey’renotinvolved,Icanheadoffandstart

investigatingelsewhere.Areyoualrightwiththat?”askedGeraldashelitacigarette.

“Ihavenoproblemwiththat,”repliedLucianbeforefishinghisphoneoutandgivinghisbutleracall.

Oncehismessagegotacross,Lucianplacedhishandsonthetableasherackedhisbrains,wondering

whatthehellwasgoingon.

Minuteslater,theduosawthebutlerrunninginwithhisumbrella,thoughtheheavyrainstillmanaged

tocompletelydrenchhispants.Regardless,afterwalkingoverandgivingGeraldanod,thebutlerwas



promptedtoask,“Youcalled,master?”

“Indeed.How’stheinvestigationonFrey’sdisappearancegoing?”askedLucianwithasigh.

“Unfortunately,we’vemadenoprogressevenafterusingallthefamily’sconnections…Withthatsaid,

pleasementallyprepareyourself,master…”repliedthebutlerasheshookhishead.

“Indeed.Well,I’malreadyexpectingtheworst.Eitherway,gocallFrey’smenover.Ihavesomethings

toaskthemabout,”orderedLucianwithawaveofhishand.

“Butmaster,we’vealreadyquestionedthemovertentimesnow…Addingthattothefactthatyou’ve

promisedthemamilliondollarprizeiftheymanagedtoprovideanyclues,I’msuretheywould’vetold

youanythingtheyknewbynow…”mutteredthebutler.
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“Thisisn’taboutFrey…It’saboutLindsay.She’sapparentlygonemissingonherwayhere!Also,since

Frey’sharassedherbefore,Gerald’saskingforhismentocomeovertoseeifthey’reinvolved!”replied

Lucianwithasigh.

“W-what?She’sdisappeared?!”exclaimedthebutler,clearlyshockedbythenews.

“Indeed…Also,ifanyofhismenrefusetocome,callthepolicetoconductasearchonthem!Wehave

toensurethatLindsay’sdisappearancehasnothingtodowithourfamily!”orderedLucian.

Noddinginresponse,thebutlerthenquicklyrangallofthemup,tellingthemtogatherthere.Oncehe

wasdone,however,thebutlercouldn’thelpbutask,“Um…Whyhaven’tIheardthatMissLindsaywas

comingover,master…?”

“Iwasjustmadeawareofthismyself,”repliedLucian.



“Ifthat’sthecase,thenwhywouldtheotherfamilymembersknowaboutthis?CouldoneoftheGrubbs

knowsomeonefromtheLawrencefamily…?”mutteredthebutlerashescratchedthebackofhishead.

“Youmakeafairpoint!Howonearthhadtheyknownaboutthisbeforeus?”exclaimedLucian.

“Mr.Grubb,asI’vesaid,Lindsay’sdisappearancemayhavenothingtodowithyourfamily.Withthat

said,I’mmerelyaskingforFrey’smentocomeovertoconfirmthat,”repliedGerald.

“IfImay,couldyoudetailallthat’sbeenhappening?I’mjustcuriousastohowMissLindsaysuddenly

disappeared.Afterall,notonlywerewenotifiedinadvanceofherarrivalbackthen,butIalso

rememberMissLindsaygettingescortedbyaspecialforcesagentfromWestonthelasttimeshecame

over,”askedthebutler,wonderingwhatchangedthatledtoherdisappearance.

“Well,theLawrencesapparentlynotifiedAiden’ssuperiorsaboutLindsay’sdisappearancewhileshewas

onherwaytoyourmanor.Withthatsaid,weinturnonlyfoundoutaboutallthisthroughAiden’s

superiors.Eitherway,asidefromthat,theLawrencesapparentlygavenofurtherdetails…”explained

Gerald.

“Howabsolutelystrange…”repliedthebutlerashecontinuedscratchingthebackofhishead.

“Whateverthecaseis,Lindsay’sgonemissingwithinYanam,sowehavetofindher!”growledLucianas

heclenchedhisfists.

Shortlyafter,Frey’smencamerunningin,completelydrenchedinrain.Notknowingwhytheywere

calledover,theysimplystoodatthedoor,waitingforLuciantosaysomething.However,Luciansimply

staredatthemwithoutsayingaword,immediatelycausingallofthemtogulp.Hadtheymessedup?

Butthatcouldn’tbe!Afterall,eversinceFreywentmissing,theyhadn’tleftthemanoratall…!



Eventually,thebutlerwhorealizedthatLucianwasn’tgoingtosayanythingsoonwaspromptedtosay,

“So…Doallofyourealizewhyyou’vebeencalledover?”

“Wedon’t…”repliedafewofthemenastheyshooktheirheads.

“I’dlikeyoutoconsidereverythingyou’vedoneinthepastfewdays.Ifyouadmittodoingsomething

wrong,thenyouwon’tbeheldresponsible.However,ifyoucontinuetryingtokeepitasecret,thenI’m

afraidtheconsequenceswillbedire,”saidthebutler.
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“B-butwehaven’tdoneanything!”

“Yeah!We’vebeenstayinginthemanorthisentiretime!Ifyoudon’tbelieveus,youcancheckthe

surveillancefootage!”

“IsthisaboutyoungmasterFrey?Isthereanynewsabouthim?”askedthefrightenedmenastheytried

torememberwhethertheyhadaccidentallyviolatedanyofthefamily’srules.

“Howmanydaysago,Gerald?”askedLucian.

“Aboutaweekago,”repliedGerald.

“Sendsomeonetogothroughallthesurveillancefootagefromthepastweek!Conductthorough

investigationsonanyonewho’sleftthemanorforpersonalmattersinthepastweek!”orderedLucian,

promptingthebutlertobegincallingsomeonetoreviewthefootage.

Eitherway,afterhearingallthat,Frey’smencouldn’thelpbutfeeldumbfounded.Afterall,asidefrom

howseriousLucianandhisbutterlooked,Frey’smenwerewellawarethatLucianbarelyeverrequested

forthesurveillancefootagetobechecked.Withthatinmind,theyknewthatsomethingmajorwas



definitelyhappening.

Oncethebutlerwasdonewithhiscall,heturnedtolookatFrey’smenbeforeasking,“So…Whathave

allofyoubeendoinginthepastfewdays?”

“Aswe’vesaid,wereallyhaven’tdoneanything!Thefootagewillproveourinnocence!”

“That’sright!Still,what’sallthisabout…?Didsomethingbighappen…?”askedoneofthemenwitha

gulp.

“Youdon’tneedtoknow.However,notethattillthismatterisproperlyinvestigated,noneofyouare

allowedtoleavethemanor.Knowthatallyourmovementswithinthemanorwillbemonitoredaswell,”

repliedthebutlerwithafrown.

“Understood!”declaredthemeninunison.Whateverwashappeningwithinthefamily,theywere

apparentlyinvolved.

Regardless,uponhearingthat,thebutlersimplywavedhishandbeforesaying,“Nowleave…”

Noddinginresponse,thementhenleftthescene,disappearingoncemoreinthepouringrain.

Oncetheyweregone,thebutlerclosedthedoorbehindthembeforewalkinguptoLucianandsaying,“I

don’tthinkthey’reinvolvedwithherdisappearance.”

“Let’scheckthefootagefirstbeforejumpingtoconclusions.Eveniftheydidn’tleavethemanor,there’s

alwaysachancethattheysentsomeoneelsetodothedeed!Withthatsaid,I’msuretracesofthecrime

willbeleftbehind!Eitherway,iftheytrulyaretheculprits,Iwon’tbelettingthemofflightly…!”growled

Lucian.



“I’llmakesuretorunathoroughinvestigation,”repliedthebutler.

“WhileI’dliketocontribute,Ionlyknowasmuchasyoudoknow,”saidGeraldwithasigh.Sincehe

didn’tevenknowwhereLindsayhadfirstgonemissing,locatingherwasnearimpossibleatthispointin

time.

Still,sincethiswasforAiden,Geraldwasgoingtodohisbest.He,forone,hadalreadyexperiencedthe

painoflosingMila,andhedidn’twantAidentogothroughthesameagony.

“Still,Mr.Lawrenceisquitethecharacter.Afterall,hisdaughter’sgonemissingyetherefusestonotify

usaboutit!Evenifhehashisreasons,hecan’tjustdisregardLindsay’ssafety…!”
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Knowingthatlookingforherthiswaywasnodifferentfromlookingforaneedleinahaystack,Lucian

couldn’thelpbutfeelslightlyhelpless.Itcertainlydidn’thelpthatthelongertheytooktolocateher,the

higherthechancesofherbeingindanger.

“Then…shouldwejustcallMr.Lawrenceforanexplanation…?”askedthebutler.

“Iattemptedto,butGeraldstoppedmeearlier,statingthatiftheLawrenceswerealreadyrefusingto

elaboratetotheWestonspecialforces,therewaslittlechancethatthey’dgiveusanymoredetails.

Withthatsaid,however,IbelievethatMr.Lawrencemustbeinquiteapickle.Sinceheprobablywon’t

provideuswithanynecessaryinformation,let’sjusttryourbesttosaveLindsay.Evenifwefailtodoso,

attheveryleast,wecansaywetriedourbest.Thatway,itwon’tbetooembarrassingformetomeet

himinthefuture,”repliedLucianasheshookhishead.

“Speakingofwhich,theorganizersforthebigauctionsentusthreeadmissionticketsfortheauctionlast

night,master.Withthatsaid,notcountingthebothofus,we’regoingtohaveoneextraticketdueto

youngmasterFrey’sabsence…”mutteredthebutlerashefishedthreegoldenticketsoutfromhis

breastpocketbeforeplacingthemonthetable.



Hearingthat,LucianthenlookedatGeraldbeforeasking,“Well…Areyouinterestedingoing…?”

“I’dbegladto.Afterall,yousaiditonlytakesplaceeveryfiveyears,correct?”repliedGeraldwithanod.

Whilehehadn’tbeeninterestedinitatthestart,afterbeingtoldthatitwasn’tanordinaryauction,he

figuredthathemayaswelltryhisluckthere.

Besides,whileitwastruethathisprioritywasstilltolearnthesecretsoftheSeadomtribeintheancient

ruinsinordertogettotheislandandsavehisfamily,gettingstrongerwasequallyasimportant.Afterall,

thoughhehadthepoweroftheHerculeanPrimordialSpiritonhisside,hestillwasn’tthatconfident

thathewouldbeabletotakeonDaryl.Hell,hewasn’tevensureifhecouldtakeonWillortheother

Crawfordsthathehadyettomeet.

Regardless,uponhearingthat,Luciancouldn’thelpbutsmileashesaid,“It’sadeal,then.Theauction’s

aweekaway.Ifit’snotaproblem,let’sheadtheretogether.”

Noddinginresponse,GeraldthenleftLucian’sroombeforereturningtohisroomtoupdateAidenonall

thathadhappened.Oncethatwasdone,Geraldthenleftthemanorinhiscar.

Gerald,forone,estimatedthatreviewingallthatfootagewouldtakeatleastthreedays.Sincethe

auctionwasn’ttakingplaceanytimesoonanyway,hemayaswellusethetimetochecktheruinsout.

Afterall,thesoonerhelearnedthesecretsoftheSeadomtribe,thesoonerhecouldplanthingsout.

Still,therainstormwasn’tmakingthingsanyeasierforhim…Intheend,hemanagedtoarriveatthe

forestthroughmemoryinthelateafternoon.Duetothecontinuousrain,however,thesecondhe

steppedout,heimmediatelyrealizedthathewasgoingtobetrudgingthroughamuddypaththeentire

way.Completelydrenchedinamatterofseconds,allGeraldcoulddo

Waswipesomeoftherainwateroffhisfacebeforemakinghiswayintotheforest.Thoughthecanopy

blockedquiteabitofrain,Geraldstillhadtooccasionallywipethewateroffhisfacetoevenbeableto



seethepathbeforehim.

ItwasabouthalfanhourlaterwhenGeraldfinallymadeittothemountaincave.Uponentering,hesaw

boneslitteredalloverthegroundjustlikelasttime,thoughhewaslesscautiousnow.Afterall,theold

manguardingthecavehadpreviouslytoldhimthateverythinginherewashis.

Withthatinmind,thesecondheenteredthecave,theoldman’svoicecouldbeheardsaying,“You’re

back.”

“Iam,senior,”repliedGeraldwithabow,hispalmandfistmeetingeachother.

“Iexpectedyoutoreturninafewyears,notintwomonths.Withthatsaid,haveyoureturnedtofind

something?”askedtheoldmaninamuchkindertonethanbefore.

“Youguessedcorrectly,”repliedGeraldaswalkedfurtherintothecave.

Chapter2276

Aftersteppingonseveralmoundsofbones,Geraldsoonarrivedattheinnermostpartofthecave.

Walkingoutthestonechamber,theoldmanmomentarilylookedatthedrenchedboybeforeshaking

hisheadashesaid,“Arareheavyrain…”

“Indeed…Regardless,I’mherebecause-”

“Stop.Comeoverhereandwarmupfirst.I’llgogetsomedryclothesforyou,”interruptedthemanas

heplacedafingeroverhislipsbeforeheadingfurtherdownthestonechamber.

WhileGeraldhonestlywasn’tevenbotheredabouthiscurrentcondition,sincetheoldmaninsisted,he



simplyshookhisheadbeforefollowinghim.Ashewalkeddownthechamber,hecouldn’thelpbutnote

thatthechamberhadbarelychangedfromthelasttimehewashere.

Regardless,hesoonsawtheoldmanrummagingthroughastonecabinet.Pokinghisheadout,theold

manthentossedabagatGeraldwhilesaying,“Trytheseon.”

BythetimeGeraldcaughtthebag,theoldmanwasalreadytossingsomefirewoodintoabasinnextto

hisbed.Withjustasnapofhisfinger,flamesflaredoutthedrywood,instantaneouslywarmingthe

entirestonechamber.

Naturally,thissurprisedGerald,andhewasmomentarilyspeechless.WhileherememberedJobson

performingsomethingsimilarbackattheYamashitamanor,itwasclearasdaythatthisoldmanwas

evenmorepowerfulthanJobson.

NoticinghowstunnedGeraldwas,theoldmancouldn’thelpbutlaughbeforesaying,“Summoninga

flamelikethatisnothing!”

“ThefactthatyoucansaythatmeansIhavealongwaytogo…”repliedGeraldwithasigh.Afterall,if

anoldmantaskedwithguardingsomeruinswasalreadythisstrong,thenGerald’scurrentcultivation

wasjustthetipoftheiceberg.

“SowhatifI’mstrong?There’snoplaceformetousemypowers!ThoughIguessbeingabletosummon

firewheneverIwantisconvenient…Eitherway,enoughtalk,gochangealreadybeforeyoufallsick,”

saidtheoldmanashesatcrossleggedbythefirewhileextendinghispalmsout.

“But…this…”mutteredGeraldinaslightlyembarrassedtoneashelookedatthebagtheoldmanhad

thrownathim.Geraldfiguredthatalltheoldman’sclotheswerehemprobessincehehadonlyever

seentheoldmanwearingthem,andwhileitdefinitelysuitedGerald’stemperamentasacultivator,

theywerenowinthesecularworld!Ifheworethisout,thenhewouldsurelydrawunnecessary

attention,thusinconveniencinghimtodothings.



“What?Youdon’tlikemyclothes?”askedtheoldmanasbeglaredattheboy.

“Ofcourse,not…”mutteredtheflusteredGeraldasheunwillinglyundressedbeforeopeningthebag

onlytofindhimselfsurprisedsinceitcontainedasetofrathermodernandcasualclothes!Infact,there

wasevenmodernunderwearandsocks!Gerald,forone,wasn’tgoingtocomplain,andhequicklygot

himselfchanged.

Uponhearingthebucklingofabelt,theoldmanwaspromptedtoask,“Well?Doesitfit?”

“Itfitsperfectly,honestly.Still,tothinkthatyou’dforeseemydrenchedarrivalandevengetmethis

fittingoutfit…”mutteredGerald,feelingslightlytouched.

“Ohplease,Ididn’tgetthemforyou.IsimplyboughtthemtolookatwheneverIfeltbored!Asforthe

perfectfit,Iguessyoujusthappentosharethesamemeasurementsasmyson!”repliedtheoldman

withacackle.‘

“H-huh?”saidGeraldasheawkwardlytookasniffathisclothes.

Chapter2277

“Don’tworry,theyhaven’tbeenwornbefore,”repliedtheoldmaninanindifferenttone.

Sheepishlynoddinginresponse,Geraldthenhunghisclothesbythefirebeforesittinginfrontoftheold

manasheasked,“So…DoyouknowwhyI’mhere,senior?”

“DoyouthinkIknowdivinationtechniquesorsomething?”repliedtheoldmanasherolledhiseyes.

“Well…I’mheretouncoverthesecretsofYearningIsland.FromwhatthedescendantsoftheSeadom

tribetoldme,alltheimportantrecordsoftheirtribewerekepthere…”mutteredGeraldwithasigh.



“YearningIsland?Seadomtribe?”repliedtheoldman,lookingslightlyconfused.

Seeingthat,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“Perhaps…Icouldlookaroundmyself…?”

“Byallmeans.AsI’vesaid,everythinginhereisyourssinceyouhavetheHerculeanPrimordialSpirit

withinyou.I’mjustheretoguardyourbelongings,”repliedtheoldmanashecontinuedwarming

himselfbythefire.

Noddingwithasigh,Geraldthengottohisfeetbeforewalkingtowardthebookshelvesinthestone

chamberwhilesaying,“Forcontext,myparentsandsisterhavebeenimprisonedonthatisland.With

thehelpoftheseamapthatIpreviouslyobtainedhere,wemanagedtofindthedescendantsofthe

SeadomtribewhothentoldusthatthesecretstogettingtoYearningIslandwerewithintheseancient

ruins…”

“Thengoaheadandstartsearching,”repliedtheoldmanwithoutevenliftinghishead.

Hearingthat,Geraldthennoddedbeforestartingtobrowsethroughthemanybooksthere.

Shortlyafter,theoldmanyawnedbeforewavinghishandslightlypromptingthefiretomoveabit

closertoGerald’swetclothesandsaying,“WhileImaybeprying,withyourpower,youshould’veeasily

beenabletoprotectyourfamily.Unless,ofcourse,you’veoffendedsomepowerfulpeopleinthe

cultivationrealm.”

“Inaway.Mygrandfather’stheculprit,”repliedGeraldashemomentarilystoppedflippingthrougha

book.

“Oh?Howinteresting…Areyoutellingmethatyourfamilyfelloutwithyourgrandfather,resultingin

himkidnappingthem?Ifthat’sthecase,whydidn’thekidnapyouaswell?”askedtheoldmanwitha



slightlyraisedbrow.

“Beatsme,”repliedGeraldasheshookhishead.

Wavinghishandfanforawhile,theoldmanthenlaidonhisbedbeforesaying,“Whataqueerturnof

events…Regardless,Ihopeyou’reawarethatyou’vejustlearnedthebasicsoftheHerculeanPrimordial

Spirit.Withthatsaid,ifyourgrandfatherisreallystrong,youmaynotbehisopponent.”

“Evenso,Istillhavetotry,”repliedGeraldashegrittedhisteeth,knowinghowtruetheoldman’s

wordswere.

“Goodluckfindinginformationonwhateverthatisland’snameisthen,”saidtheoldmanasheclosed

hiseyes.

“YearningIsland,”repliedGeraldinacalmtone.

Uponhearingsnoring,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutturnaroundwithaslightlyraisedbrow.Realizingthat

themanhadfallenasleep,Geraldwentsilent,notwantingtoaccidentallywakehimup.

Followingthat,asidefromtheoccasionalsoundofGerald’sfootsteps,pagesflipping,andthecrackling

ofburningwood,allelsewassilent.Eventheoldmanstoppedsnoringafterawhile.Regardless,

throughoutthatperiod,Geraldmadesuretocarefullyreadthrougheverypagehecameacross,fearing

thattherecordonYearningIslandwouldendupbeingjustasimpleandeasilymiss-ablefootnote.

Unfortunatelyforhim,therewerebookshelvesagainstallfourofthewalls.Fromwhathecouldtell,

therewereatleastahundredbooksoneachbookshelf,anditwashonestlywaymorethanGeraldhad

anticipated.

Truthbetold,hehadexpectedtheoldmantojustgethimthebookthatheneededthesecondhe

mentionedYearningIsland.Sadly,thatsimplywasn’tthecase,andhewasprettymuchforcedtoslowly



flipthroughallthebooksthere.Whileitwascertainlyannoying,thiswastheonlywaytogetthe

informationheneeded.

Afterquitesometime,Geraldfoundhiseyesightgettingblurrierandblurrier.However,hedidn’tdare

stopsincehehadbarelyevenfinishedreadingafifthofthebooksthere.Howfrustrating.
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Justashewasstartingtosmokeandresthiseyesforabit,Geraldheardtheoldmansay,“Foundwhat

youwerelookingfor?”

“Notyet,”repliedGeraldwithasigh.

“Isee.Youshouldknowthatthereareatleastathousandbooksinhere,withmostofthemabout

cultivationskillsandtheothersbeinghistoricalrecords.Withthatsaid,ifyoureallywantinformationon

thatisland,I’mafraidyou’llneedaminimumofhalfamonth,”saidtheoldmanwhilerollingoffhisbed.

“Istherenobetterwaytodothis…?”mutteredGeraldashewatchedtheoldmanwalktowardhim.

“Ofcourse,not!Thoughtheancientruinshaveexistedforoverathousandyears,I’veonlybeenherefor

thepastsixtyofthem.Eventhen,I’veyettotouchasinglebookinhere!”repliedtheoldmanashesat

besideGeraldbeforelookingup.

Stubbinghiscigaretteout,Geraldthengottohisfeetbeforereachingforabookashesaid,“How

troublesome…”

Despitehowtimeconsumingallthiswas,Geraldknewbetterthantogiveup.Afterall,thiswashisbest

shotoflearningthesecretsofYearningIsland.

Regardless,seeingthatGeraldhadresumedreading,theoldmanwentsilentbeforeeventuallydeciding



toheadbacktobedtotakeanothernap.

Wakingupagainsometimelater,hestaredatGeraldforawhilebeforeleavingthecave,hishands

againsthisbackAroundhalfanhourlater,theoldmanreturnedwithafewbags.

MovingastonetableuptoGerald’sback,theoldmanthenplacedthebagsonitbeforesaying,“Alright,

timetoeatYou’llneedtheenergyifyouwanttokeepsearching.”

Realizingthattheseniorhadbroughtfoodback,Geraldthenstraightenedhisstiffneckbeforereplying,

“Iappreciateit,Senior.”

WatchingasGeraldloosenedhismuscles,theoldmanthensatbeforetearingoffachickendrumstick

andasking,“So,doyouonlyplanonleavingafteryou’vefoundtheinformationyouneed?”

“Mostprobably,”repliedGeraldinacasualtone.

“Thenbepreparedtosleepoutside.There’sonlyonebedhere,”saidtheoldmanashepointedathis

stonebed.

“You’rebeingabittoomuch,don’tyouthink…?”mutteredGerald,feelingslightlyspeechless.

“Wereyouthinkingofsleepingonmybedthen?”repliedtheoldmanasheraisedaslightbrow.

“…No,ofcoursenot…”saidGeraldwithasigh.Truthbetold,hedidn’tmindsleepingonthefloor,butat

theveryleast,hewantedtosleepsomeplaceawayfromthewindandrain.

“Speakingofwhich,where’sthegeneralareaofthatisland?”askedtheoldmanwhohadnearlyfinished



eatingtheentirechickenonhisown.

“Northbay,”repliedGerald.

“Finally,afamiliarname.IfI’mnotmistaken,there’sanancientbookabouttheislandsinNorthbayon

thatbookshelf,thoughI’mnotsurewhichbookitis,”saidtheoldmanashelickedhisfingersclean

beforepointingatoneoftheshelves.

“Oh?”repliedGerald,hiseyesmomentarilyglintingwithexcitement.

“Relax,kid,getsomerestaftereating.Youcancontinueonceyouwakeup.FromwhatIcantell,therain

shouldlastforatleastthreemoredays,soit’snotlikeyoucanleaveanytimesoon,”saidtheoldmanas

hetookanotherroastedchickenoutofanotherbag.
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Watchingastheoldmanthenpushedthechickentowardhimwithagrin,Geraldsimplynoddedbefore

saying,“Iappreciateit,senior.”

Bitingintoadrumstick,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeelthatitwasaspecialtreattobeabletoenjoya

pieceofhotandcrispyfriedchickeninsuchcoldweather.Regardless,oncehehadhisfill,Geraldsatby

thefiretorest.Seeingthat,theoldmanthengotuptostartlookingforthebookthatcontained

informationabouttheNorthbaySea.

Afterawhile,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeelbored.Staringatthefirebeforehim,hewassuddenly

remindedoftheoldman’sabilitytoconjurefireoutofthinair.SinceJobsoncoulddothesame,Gerald

waspromptedtoask,“Say,senior?Doyouknowanythingaboutninjas?”

“Noideawhattheyare,”repliedtheoldmanashepickedanotherdustybookupbeforestartingtoflip

throughit.



“Isee…Well,backwhenIwasinJapan,Imetanelderwhowascapableofsummoningfireoutofthin

air,justlikeyou,”saidGerald.

Pausingforamoment,theoldmanthenreplied,“He’sprettystrong,then.”

“Indeed…IwonderwhenI’llgettothatlevel,”saidGeraldashelookedathispalm,tryingtofigureout

howitwasdone.Afterall,creatingfireoutofthinairwasalmostmagicalinnature.

“You’llfindoutonceyoubetterunderstandtheHerculeanPrimordialSpiritorDevotionMirror,”replied

theoldmanashepointedatGerald’schest.

Lookingatwheretheoldmanwaspointingat,Geraldrealizedthathewaspointingdirectlyathis

supposedlywellhiddenmirror!FromthemomenthehadlefttheGrubbmanor,Geraldhadkeptthe

mirrorclosetohimatalltimes,fearingthathemightaccidentallyloseit.

However,thoughhehadn’tmentioneditfromthemomentheenteredthecave,theoldmanhad

apparentlyknownaboutitfromtheverystart!Fullyawarethathehadalsobeenparticularlycarefulto

concealitwhilechangingearlier,thesurprisedGeraldcouldn’thelpbutmutter,“Senior,you…”

“You’rewonderingwhyIknowyouhavethemirror,correct?”repliedtheoldmanwithasmirkashe

casuallytossedthebookinhishandtothetopoftheshelf.

WatchingasGeraldnoddedinresponse,theoldmanthenaddedinaratherdisdainfultone,“IfIwas

abletodetectyourHerculeanPrimordialSpirit,whatmakesyouthinkthatyoucanhidetheDevotion

Mirrorfromme?It’snothingspecial!”

ThewayhesaiditmadeitsoundliketheGrubbfamily’sancestraltreasurewasnothingmorethana

commoncabbage.



Afterponderingforamoment,Geraldthenasked,“Then…DoyouandtheoldseniorImentioned

possesspowersstrongerthantheHerculeanPrimordialSpirit?”

“Negative.Incaseyouhaven’tnoticed,theHerculeanPrimordialSpiritissomethingallcultivatorsyearn

for.IfIhadit,I’dcertainlynotremainstagnantatmycurrentcultivatinglevel.Infact,I’dprobablyhave

advancedtoanotherlegendaryrealm!Regardless,there’snopointtalkingaboutallthistoanewbielike

you,”repliedtheoldmanwithafrown,makingitevidentthathebelievedthatGeraldwouldn’t

understandhimevenifhetriedtoexplainthings.

“Then…WhydoIhavetofullyunderstandthepoweroftheHerculeanPrimordialSpiritbeforeIcan

attainacultivationlevellikeyours…?”askedGeraldwhohadconstantlybeenfumblingthroughouthis

pathofbecomingabettercultivator.Withthatsaid,sinceitwasn’teasytocomeacrosssomeonewho

knewtheirstuffintermsofcultivation,therewasnowayhewasgoingtomissthischancetolearnfrom

theoldman.

Uponhearingthat,theoldmantossedhisbookawaybeforesittingbeforeGeraldandsaying,“Alright,

listenup.”
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“Tocreatefireoutofthinair,youfirstneedtocreatearesonancebetweenyourownpowerandthe

powerofheavenandearth.Withthatsaid,youcanuseyouressentialqitomobilizethenatural

elements.Know,however,thatcreatingfireisoneofthesimplestthings.FromwhatI’veheard,the

greatmastersinancienttimeswerecapableofoverturningmountainsandevenmakingthesunand

moonvanishwithasimplegesture!”explainedtheoldmanwithalonginggaze,knowingthatthatwas

thetruelimitofcultivation.

Unfortunately,acultivatorcapableofthathadn’tappearedinoverathousandyears.Afterall,notonly

didoneneedtobeextremelytalented,buttheyalsoneededtohavegreatskillandluckbeforethey

couldevenremotelysucceedinachievingsuchgreatness.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutmutter,“But…isn’tmakingthesunandmoonvanish

impossible…?”



Gerald,forone,hadreceivedenougheducationtoknowthatitwasliterallyimpossibletocontrolthe

sunormoon.Suchanactionsimplyviolatedthemostbasicofnaturallaws!

HittingGeraldontheheadwithakaratechop,theoldmansimplysnapped,“Didyouseriouslyjusttake

measafool?Haven’tyouheardoffigurativelanguagebefore?!”

WatchingasGeraldwhowasnowholdingontothebumponhisheadgroanedinpain,theoldmanthen

added,“Regardless,onceyoureachacertainlevelofcultivation,you’llbeabletoformaconnection

withthesurroundingnaturalenergy.It’sbeenrainingcatsanddogsforafewdaysnow,right?”

“Indeed…”mutteredGeraldashecheckedonhisclothesthatwerenowfullydried.

“Lookatmypalm,”repliedtheoldmanasheextendedhisdryhand,promptingGeraldtokeepaclose

eyeonitWatchingastheoldmanfrownedbeforemovinghispalmslightly,Geraldwassoonabletofeel

moisturearoundhim.Ashestaredon,Geraldwassurprisedtoseemoreandmorewaterdroplets

formingontheoldman’spalm.Soonenough,therewasenoughtoformasmallpuddle.

Aswaterbegandrippingfromtheoldman’shandandontotheconcretefloor,thestunnedGeraldwho

hadn’twitnessedsuchatechniquebeforecouldn’thelpbutask,“Is…thisnaturalenergyaswell…?”

“Butofcourse!Thisismerelyanexampleofhowmycultivationresonateswiththesurroundingnatural

energy.Withhowheavilyit’sbeenrainingthesepastfewdays,Icouldfloodthiscaveinamatterof

secondsifIwanted!Wouldyouliketoseethat?”askedtheoldmanwithagrinasheclappedhishands

together.

“Pleasedon’t!”yelledGerald,knowingthatthiscavewasfilledwithhispossessions.Iftheoldmanreally

decidedtofloodthisplace,thenforgetthetreasuresstoredinhere,he’dprobablylosehisoncechance

oflocatingYearningIsland!

“Heh.Eitherway,sinceyouhavetheHerculeanPrimordialSpiritinyourbody,onceyourcultivationgets

tomylevel,you’llbewaystrongerthanme.SinceIcanmobilizethenaturalenergywithinten



kilometersatmylevel,you’dprobablybeabletomobilizeatleastahundredkilometersbythen,”

repliedtheoldmanasheoutstretchedhishandtowardthebookshelfandasplitsecondlater,asingle

bookwaslaunchedfromtheshelftowardhim!



Chapter2281

Hegrabbedthebooksteadilyandcontinuedreadingafterlickinghisfinger.

Geralddidnotstayidle.Instead,hecleanedupthestonetable,walkedtothepreviousbookshelf,and

startedrummaging.

Meanwhile,intheGrubbfamily,undertheinstructionsofthebutler,thefootageofthesurveillance

systemovertherecentweekwaschecked.

“WhereisGerald?”Lucianglancedatthefootageandturnedaroundtoaskthebutlerbehindhim.

“Master,Mr.Geraldhasgoneoutthismorning,sayingthatheisinvestigatingsomething.Heestimated

thathewouldtakearoundtwotothreedaystocomeback,”saidthebutler.

“Whereistheyoungmanwhocamewithhim?”Lucianasked.

“Intheguestroom.However,thisgentlemanhasnotbeeninaverygoodmood.Hedidn’teatthethree

mealssenttohimtoday.Heonlyaskedforafewcupsofwaterfromtheservants,”saidthebutler.

“Sigh.IguessthehigherupsfromWestonmusthaveputpressureonhimtogetLindsayoutsafelyof

Yanam.Still,withtheinformationwehavenow,letalonesaveher,wedon’tevenknowwhoabducted

herandwheresheis.”

Lucianputhishandsonthetableandsighed.



“Master,shouldweaskforhelpinyournamefromafewfamiliesandconsortiathatareclosetousto

investigateiftherehavebeenanykidnappingcasesoranystrangesituationsrecently?”

Althoughthebutlerhadbeenworkingunderorders,hehadbeenthinkingabouthowtosolvethis

matterallthetime.

“You’reright.Yougoandhandleitinmyname.”

Lucianfrowned,andafterthinkingitoverforawhile,hesaidimmediately,“Right,goandcallthespecial

forcesagentover.SinceGeraldisnothere,lethimtakealookatthefootage.”

“Noproblem.”Thebutlerrespondedandleftrightaway.

Afterawhile,Aidenknockedonthedoorandcamein,hisfaceextremelygloomy.Hehadn’treceived

anynewsofLindsayoverthesetwodays,andheevensuspectedshehadbeenkilled.

“You‘reBaker,right?”SeeingAidencomein,Lucianasked.

“Yes.”Aidennodded.

“Hereisthefootageofthemanoroverthesesevendays.Ihaveorderedmymentolookatallofthem

alldaytoday.Nothingstrangewasfound.ItcanalmostruleoutthepossibilityoftheGrubbfamilybeing

involvedwithLindsay’sincident.”

Lucianpointedatthemengoingthroughthefootageonthecomputerscreenashespoke.

“It’snottheGrubbfamily.Then,Whatshouldbethesituation?”AidenbelievedLucian’swords.Afterall,

whentheytalkedaboutthislastnight,hehadbeenpresent.



“Wedon’tknowyet.I’vejustorderedthebutlertoaskthefamiliesandconsortiainYanamwhoare

closetoustohelpinvestigate.Ithinkthereshouldbesomeclues.”

LuciangotupandpouredaglassofwaterforAiden.

“Thankyou,UncleGrubb.”Aidentookitwithbothhandsandnoddedhisheadtothankhim.

“Don’tpressureyourselftoomuch.IfsomethingtrulyhappenstoLindsayandyourhigher-upsblame

you,theLawrencefamilyandIwillprovethatyouhavedoneyourbest.”SeeingAiden’sdejectedface,

Luciancouldn’thelpbutpathisshoulderandcomforthim.

Aidenwasjustaboutthesameageashisownyoungestson.

“No.NothingwillhappentoMissLindsay.”NooneexpectedthatafterhearingLucian’swords,Aiden’s

eyesbecamesternimmediately.Eventhecuphewasholdingwascrackedbyhisgrip.
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LucianwasalittlesurprisedandwonderedwhyAiden’sreactionwassointense,buthedidn’tquestion

thelatteranyfurther.

“WeallknowthatLindsaywilldefinitelynotbeindanger.Don’tworry!”Luciancontinued.

“Bytheway,PatriarchLucian,doyouthinkitcouldbetheworkofthewardepartmentofYanam?”

AidendraggedLucianintoasmallroom,closedthedoor,andaskedinasoftvoice.

“Whatdoyoumean?”Lucianfrowned.



“YoushouldknowthatBrotherGeraldandIhavehadaconflictwiththewardepartmentofYanam

before,right?”Aidengulpedandasked.Eversincehehadwokenup,thisthoughthadbeenonhismind

thewholeday.Themorehethoughtaboutit,themorehefeltitwaspossible.

“Iknow.Geraldkilledthehigheldersofthethreelargestfamilies,andeventheformerheadofthewar

department,GodwinLinwod,hasdisappearedstrangely.Thiswasalsodonebyyouguys,right?”

Luciannodded.ThismatterwasnolongerasecretinYanam.Everyoneknewaboutit,butnoonedared

totalkaboutitinpublic.

“So,coulditbethatthewardepartmentheldagrudgeandabductedMissLindsay,andtheLawrence

familycouldnothavestartedadisputebetweenWestonandYanam,sotheychosetohideitfrommy

higherups?”Aidencontinued.HehadpreparedtobreakthenewswhenGeraldcameback.

“Hmm…”Lucian’sfaceturnedsomewhatgloomy.

Aiden’swordswerenotentirelyunreasonable.Itwasindeedpossibleforthewardepartmenttocapture

Lindsay.Ifthatwasreallythecase,itwasrightforMr.Lawrencetonottellthetruth.

“I’llinvestigatethearmy!”SeeingLucian’sreaction,Aidenwasevenmorecertain.

“Wait,don’trush!”LuciangrabbedAiden’sarm.

“UncleGrubb,wecannotwaitanymore.MissLindsaymaybebeingtorturedevenatthismoment.I

havetosaveherassoonaspossibletoensurehersafety!”Aidenwasveryemotional.

“Howareyougoingtogothere?”Lucianheldhimtightly.



“OfcourseI’mgoingbycar!”Aidenfeltalittlebaffled.

FromheretothewardepartmentofYanam,ittookatleastthreehoursofdriving.Ifhewalkedthere,he

wouldhavenostrengthleftbythetimehegotthere.

“I’mnottalkingaboutthat.”

“AlthoughYanamisnotasstrongasWeston,itisstillawardepartment.Therearecountlesssoldiers

andgunsinside.Withyougoingtherealone,whatotherconsequencewouldyoufaceotherthanyou

gettingkilledbythem?Besides,doyouhaveaguninyourhand?”

LuciansizedAidenupandaskedslowly.

“I…”Aidenwasdumbfounded.Hehadindeedneglectedthisaspect.AlthoughhewastheKingofSoldier,

thewardepartmentofYanamwasnotweakBesides,whenhehadtakenhisleave,hehadalready

handedoverhisgunandbullets.Fromheadtotoe,hedidn’tevenhaveabayonet.

“So,althoughthismaylikelybetheworkofthewardepartment,youstillhavetowaithereatleastuntil

Geraldcomesbacktodiscussthenextstep.”SeeingthatAidenhadcalmeddown,Lucianloweredhis

toneslightly.

“Then,wecan’tjustsithereandwait.BrotherGeraldsaidthathewillcomebackintwotothreedays,

butwecan’tbesure.”AidenknewwhatGeraldwasgoingtodo.So,twotothreedayswastheshortest

estimation,butasforhowlongitwouldtake,itwasnotcertain.

“Howaboutthis?Ihaveafewfriendsinthewardepartment.Wecanaskthemtolookintoit.”Lucian

didn’tknowwhyAidenwassoimpatient,butLindsaywashisniece,sohewouldtryeverythinghecould.

“Thankyou,UncleGrubb.”AidenclaspedhisfistandboweddeeplytoLucian.
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“Thereisnoneedtothankme.IamLindsay’suncle.Youwereonlyorderedtoprotecther.Talkingabout

gratitude,Ishouldbetheonetothankyou.Ithankyouforbeingsoattentive.Evenafteryourmission

ended,you’restillverymuchconcernedaboutLindsay’ssafety.”

LuciangrabbedAiden’shands.Hehadnotseensuchasentimentalyoungmanforalongtime.Although

hewasacquaintedwithsomeoutstandingpeopleinthisindustry,thoseweremerelyprofitoriented

menwhoweregoodatflatteringpeople.

“UncleGrubb,you’dbettercontactthemquickly.Ihonestlyfeelthatthiswasdonebythewar

department.”Aidencontinued.

“Okay,I’llcallthosefriendsandaskthemtofindoutwhatisgoingoninthewardepartment.I’llletyou

knowifIfindanything.”

“However,youmuststayinthemanor.Don’trushoutonawhim.Withyourstrengthalone,evenif

Lindsaywastrulylockedupthere,beforeyoucanevenfindher,you’llbecaught.”Lucianwasstillalittle

worried,sohecontinuedtoadviseAiden.

“Don’tworry,UncleGrubb.Iwillcalmdown.”Aidennoddedinagreement.“Then,I’llgobackfirst.Feel

freetocallmeifyouneedanything.”

“Goahead.”Lucianwavedhishand.

RightafterAidenhadleft,Luciancalledhisfriendsinthewardepartment.InsteadofmentioningLindsay,

hepumpedhisfriendsforinformationaboutthewardepartmentunderthepretenseofchattingand

catchingup.



Inthecave.

Afterafewhoursofsearching,theoldmanfinallyfoundtherecordsabouttheNorthbaySea.Hepatted

ittogetthedustoffandhandedittoGerald.

“ThisistheancientbookwithrecordsabouttheNorthbaySea.Thereshouldbeinformationaboutthat

soand-soisland.Ifitisnoteveninthisbook,youcanonlygoandsearchforthethingsleftbehindby

thatfamily.Asforwhereitis,Itrulydon’tknow.”Theoldmanpoundedhisbackandlayonthestone

bedtorest.

“Thankyou,Senior.”Geraldnoddedingratitude.

Ignoringthedustonit,afterblowingitonce,heopenedthebook.

Itcouldbeseenthatthepapersofthewholebookhadturnedyellowish,andtherewereevensome

tears.Inthebook,therereallywererecordsabouttheNorthbaySea.However,asGeraldflipped

throughit,thesmileonhisfacegraduallydisappeared.

Uponcomparingittotheseamap,Geraldrealizedthattheislandhe,Aiden,andMasterGhosthadgone

towascalledGongIsland.

Evenafterreadingittwice,therewasstillnothingaboutYearningIsland.

“It’snotthere?”Theoldmanleanedsideways.SeeingGerald’sface,hecouldalreadymakeaguess.

“Yes.”Geraldsighedandshookhisheadasheputtheancientbookbackontothebookshelf.

“ThisYearningIslandisindeedwellhidden.Iguessitshouldnotbeanordinaryisland.Areyousurethat

whateverfamilyleftbehindreallyhasawaytofindthisisland?”Theoldmanleanedonhisarm,looked



atGerald,andasked.

“Idon’tknow,butrightnow,thereisnobetterwayotherthanthis.”Geraldshookhisheadonceagain.
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“Then,youcanonlycontinuesearchinghere.ItjustsohappensthatIhaven’tseenasinglepersonhere

fordecades,soyoucanchatwithme.”Theoldmancouldn’thelpbutshowasmileonhisface.

“Didn’tyougooutandbuysomethingjustnow?”Geraldglancedatthegarbagehehadjustcleanedup.

“That’sdifferent.Ifyouwerenotheretoday,Iwouldnothavegoneout.Beforethis,Iwouldonlygoout

onceaweek.IfIkeepstayinginthisstonechamber,Iwillturnintoapsychosoonerorlater.”

Theoldmanrolledoverandsaid,“Someyearsago,therewerestillsomepeoplewhotriedtobreakin.I

couldstillteasethemforfun,butnow,Idon’tencounterthosetypesanymore.”

“Teasethem?”

Geraldraisedhisheadandlookedaroundthecave.Seeingthewhitebonesontheground,hesuddenly

feltacoldshiverrunningdownhisspine.

“I’mjustjoking.”Theoldmanshookhishead.

“Bytheway,didtheformerchiefofYanamcomeherebefore?Ifollowedhimtogethereinthefirst

place.”

Geraldsuddenlythoughtofthepreviousincidentandasked.



“Hewasjuststandingattheentrance.ApartfromcultivatorswithHerculeanPrimordialSpirits,nooneis

allowedtocomenearthisplace.Thisistherulesetbyourancestors.”Theoldmanrolledoveragainand

lookedatGerald.

“ItseemsthatIhavetothanktheHerculeanPrimordialSpiritinme,otherwise,Iwouldhavediedhere.”

Geraldpointedatthepilesofwhitebonesandsaidwithlingeringfear.

“Notnecessarily.Withyourability,it’simpossibleforyoutobargeinbyforce,butIwouldn’tbeableto

stopyoueither.Maybeyouwouldhaveendedupwithsomeseriousinjuriesandrunaway.”Theold

mansizedupGeraldasheresponded.

“Seriousinjury…”Geraldfeltthattheoldmanwastalkingmoreandmoreboldly,sohestoppedreplying.

“Bytheway,Senior.Istillhaveonequestion.”Geraldwantedtosmoke.Whenheputhishandintohis

pocket,hetouchedtheseamapandsaidhastily.

“Justask”Theoldmansaidcoolly.

“Thisseamap.”Geraldtookouttheseamapandwalkedtowardtheoldman.“Previously,Isawthe

YearningIslandonthisseamap,butitkeptmoving,anditonlylastedlessthanaminute.Sincethen,I

haven’tseenitanymore.”

“Youwanttoaskmewhathappenedandhowtomakeitreappear,thenwiththismap,youcanconfirm

theexactlocationoftheislandandfindabetterwaytogetthere?”

Theoldmantooktheseamapandlookedatittwicebeforethrowingitawaycasually.



“That’sright!”Hearingtheoldmansayeverythingthatwasonhismind,Geraldnoddedexcitedlyand

waitedquietly.

“Idon’tknow.”Whowouldhaveexpectedthatthewordsthatcameoutoftheoldman’smouthwould

makeGeraldfeelincomparablydepressed.

“Ithoughtyouwouldknow.”Geraldretrievedtheseamapandputitbacksafelyintohispocket.

“I’mjustaguardianhere,notanencyclopedia.HowwouldIknowanythingaboutthosethings?”Theold

mansatupandtookoutametalboxfromthebedside.Hetookoutapieceofcigarettepaperandputa

handfuloftobaccoonit.Afterrollingandsealingitwithhissaliva,bestuffeditintohismouth.“Doyou

havealighter?”

“Yes.”Geraldtookouthislighterandlitthecigarettefortheoldman.Then,hesmokedonetoo.

“AlthoughIdon’tknowanythingaboutit,fromwhatyou’vesaid,IfeelthatthisYearningIslandisnotan

ordinaryplace.Itshouldbeveryhardtolocateit.Ihonestlydon’tknowhowyourgrandfatherfoundit

inthefirstplace.”Theoldmanspokeashesmoked.

“IfonlyIknew.”Geraldexhaledapuffofsmokeandrepliedslowly.

“Let’scontinuesearching,then.”Theoldmanstretchedouthishandwhichwasclutchingthecigarette

andpointedatthebookshelves.
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Geraldwalkedtothefrontofthebookshelfandcontinuedtosearchwiththecigarettestillinhismouth.

Meanwhile,asGeraldwasstilllookingfortherecordsoftheSeadomtribe,farawayinasecretbasein

theoutskirtsofYanam,Lindsayhadalreadybeenlockedupthereforthreedays.



Shehadbeenlockedupinanalmostpitch-blackprisonwithnolight,andtherewereonlyaboutfourto

fivesquarefeetofspace.Whenshewalkedforward,shecouldfeelthecoldironbars.

“Mealtime!”

Animpatientandnoisyvoicecamefromthedistance.Notlongafterthat,Lindsaysawthelightofa

flashlight.Itwaswiththisfaintlightthatshewasabletoseehersurroundings.

Shewasindeedinaverysmallprison.Thesurroundingsseemedtobeofthesameconstruction,butit

seemedlikeshewastheonlyonebeingheldhere.Lindsayneverheardanyothervoiceorsawanyone

elsesendingfoodtotheothercells.

Justasshewasthinkingaboutthis,aratheroldlunchboxwasthrownintohercell.

“WhereamI?”Lindsaygatheredhercouragetoask.

NotlongafterAidenhadsentherhome,shehadreceivedanorderfromherfathertoreturntoYanam

oncemoretogiveUncleGrubbasurprise,andthesurprisegiftwasinherpocket,wrappedinan

envelope.However,onceshehadarrivedinYanam,themomentshehadgottenofftheplane,shehad

beenambushedfromtheback,andhermouthhadbeencoveredwithawettowel.Nomatterhowhard

shestruggled,shecouldnotbreakfree.Whenshehadwokenupagainfromtheeffectoftheanesthesia,

shewasalreadyhere.

Asfortheenvelopeandotherthingswithher,theywereallgone.Onlyherclotheswereleft.

“Girl,I’mwarningyounottoask,orelseyoumightloseyourlifehere.”Adeepvoicerangout.



“AreyouaWestoner?”Hearingthevoice,Lindsaywasalittlestartled.“AmIinWestonorYanam?”

“Ifyouaskoncemore,yourlifemightjustbetakenaway.”Theotherpartydidnotsaymuchandleft

rightaway.

Lindsaycalledoutafewtimesbutdidnotgetanyreply.Shecouldonlyhelplesslylookforthelunchbox

inthedarkandeatthemediocrefood.Althoughittastedratherbad,ifshedidnoteat,shemightreally

diehere.

Afterdrinkingthewaterinthelunchboxandfillingherstomach,Lindsaystartedthinkingaboutwhyshe

washere.

Nomatterhowmuchshethoughtaboutit,shecouldnotfigureouthowithadhappened.

Herheartwasfilledwithanxietyandfear,andshesuddenlythoughtofGeraldandAiden.Althoughit

wasdangerousbeingbytheirsideandtheydidnottakecareofherastheyoungladyofalargefamily,

shehad,nevertheless,alwaysbeensafe.

LindsayknewclearlythatwitheitherGeraldorAidenbyherside,shewouldnothaveendedupinthis

situation.

Nowthatshewaslockeduphere,shewasnotevensureifshewasinWestonorYanam.Shedidn’teven

knowwhotheotherpartywas.Theonlythingshecoulddowasstayinthissmallspace.

Afterthemanhaddeliveredhermeal,hewentbackthewayhehadcome,upthroughthestairs.She

gottoknowthereasonthisplacewasdarkwasbecauseitwasunderground.

-
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Athickirondoorwasinstalledtothehouseandtheprison,andnotabeamoflightcouldcomein.

“Doyouthinkit’snecessarytotransferallthepeoplelockedupherejustbecauseofthisgirl?”Whenhe

cameup,amanintheuniformofthewardepartmentofYanamasked.

Thesetwopeoplewerethesoldiersofthewardepartment.TheyhadbeenorderedtoguardLindsay.

Oneofthemwasaleaderofasmallteamofthewardepartment,andanotheronewashissubordinate.

“Don’task.Thisisnotwhatweshouldknow.Sinceitisamissionfromthehigherups,weshouldjust

followtheorderwithoutquestion.Becarefulnottogetintotrouble!”Theonewhohadcomeupfrom

theprisonwastheleader.Hearinghissubordinate’swords,hescoldedhimhurriedlyinalowvoice.

“Thereareonlytwoofushere.Besides,Iamjustwhiningtoyou,Leader.HowcanIsaythistoother

people?”Beingstuckherefortwodays,thesubordinatefeltratherbored.

Apartfromthemanwhosentfoodanddrinksontimeeverymorningbycar,hewouldnotseeanyone

elsethewholeday,andnotevenasoundcouldbeheard.

“Anyway,youshouldnottalknonsense.FromwhatIknow,thisisaveryimportantmatter.Whatweare

doingnowisasecretmissionforthewardepartment.Ifyouarenotafraidtodie,youcankeepon

mentioningthis.Ifyougetintotrouble,don’tinvolveme.”

Thecaptainapparentlydidnotdaretosaymuch.Aftersayingthat,hestopped.

Thesubordinatedidnotwanttomakeafoolofhimself,sohestoppedtalking.

Unexpectedly,justaftertheirconversation,acarstoppedoutside.



“Remember,don’tsayaword.Youmightwanttodie,butIdon’t!”Thecaptainremindedhiminasoft

voicebeforerunningtoopenthedoor.

“Iknow.”Thesubordinatenoddedandcleanedupthetablequickly.

Beforethecaptaincouldopenthedoor,thedoorwaspushedopen,andamiddleagedmanwitha

seniorarmbadgeoftheYanamwardepartmentcamein.Behindhim,therewerefourarmedsoldiers.

“Isthereanything?”Oncethemiddleagedmancamein,heasked.

“No.Eversinceshewaslockedup,shehasbeenstayinginthecellobediently.WhenIbringherfood,I

talktoherintheWestonlanguageasinstructed.SheisprobablywonderingifsheisinYanamorWeston

now.”Thecaptainstoodstraightandreplied.

“Good.Whenthisisover,Iwillgiveyouallapromotioninrank!”Themiddleagedmanpattedhimon

theshoulderinsatisfaction.

ThismiddleagedmanwasnoneotherthanthemanwhohadreportedtoCarterLucababoutGerald’s

arrivalinYanamandthepersoninchargewhowantedtosendthefleettogetridofthem.Sincehefelt

thatCarterLucabhadnotdoneanythingafterbecomingthechief,hehaddecidedtosecretlyhandleit

himself.Bythetimehehadgotteneverythingdone,hewouldthentakeCarter’splaceandbecomethe

newchief.Besides,hebelievedthatafterhehadconfessedeverythinghehaddone,thewholewar

departmentwouldsupporthim.

“Thankyou,Sir!”saidthecaptainandhissubordinateinchorus.

“Icameheretodaynotjusttocheckthesituation,butalsototellyouthatfromtodayonward,therewill

notjustbethetwoofyouhere.Iwillsendasmallarmedteamhereeveryday.”Themiddle-agedman

pausedmomentarilyashespoke.



“Isthereanydanger?”Hearingthis,thetwoimmediatelyfeltabitscaredandaskedhurriedly.

“Notfornow.”Themiddleagedmandenied.

Actually,thereasonforhisactionwasverysimple.WhenhehadabductedLindsayafterGerald’s

departurefromYanam,hehadalreadysenthismentokeepwatchontheLawrencefamily.The

momentLindsayhadleft,theyhadfollowedherandcarriedouttheabductionwhenshehadarrivedat

Yanam.

HedidthatbecausehewantedtouseLindsaytomakeGeraldreturnsothathecouldmakehimfallinto

thetrapsthathehadpreparedinadvance.
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AslongashecouldkillGerald,hewouldbeabletoestablishhispositioninthewardepartment.

Still,hedidn’texpectthatGeraldwouldactuallycomeback,andwhenhesuggestedthistoCarter,his

suggestionhadbeenfirmlyrejected.Iftheyhadfollowedhissuggestion,Geraldwouldhavediedatsea

bynow.

Butnow,theyhadletGeraldenterYanam.Herememberedclearlywhathadhappenedthelasttime

Geraldhadcome,sohewasworriedthatGeraldwouldfindthisplace.Afterall,theimpactGeraldhad

givenhimthelasttimewastoostrong.Hehadtobewellprepared.

“Wearenotafraidofanydanger!”Thecaptainsimplydidnotcareaboutwhathewassayingandbitthe

bulletasheagreedtoit.

“Youcangooutandprepare.Doitfast.”Themiddleagedmannoddedandwavedhishandatthe

peopleoutside.



“Yes!”Unexpectedly,apartfromthefewstandingatthedoor,adozenmenfromoutsidealsorepliedin

unison.

“Whatisthis?”Thecaptainaskedcarefully.

“Iamsettinguptrapsaroundthisplace.Youtwodon’thavetogooutforthetimebeing.Iwillsendyou

foodandwaterdaily,”saidthemiddleagedman.

“Understood!”Thecaptainrepliedquickly.

“Issheinside?”Themiddleagedmanpointedattheirondoor.

“Yes,”saidthecaptain.

“Bringmetoher.”Themiddle-agedmanwalkedtowardtheirondoor.

Thecaptaintookafewstepsquicklyandwalkedinfrontofthemiddleagedmantoopentheirondoor.

Then,heilluminatedthepathwithaflashlight.Walkingalongthelongpath,theyfinallycametothecell

whereLindsaywasbeingheld.

“LindsayLawrence.”Lookingatthewomaninthecell,themiddleagedmanrevealedasmileonhisface.

ThiswasthebargainingchiphewasgoingtousetothreatenGerald.HeknewthataslongasLindsay

wasinhishand,Geraldwouldstepintohistrapsoonerorlater.

“Whoareyou?”Seeingthelightfromtheflashlight,Lindsaystoodupandasked.

“Youdon’thavetoknowwhoIam.Youjusthavetoknowthataslongasyoustayhereobediently,you



willbedoingmeagreatfavor.However,ifyouthinkofdoingsomethingelse,Iwillkillyouwithout

hesitation.”

ThemiddleagedmanwalkedforwardandtalkedtoLindsayfromacrosstheironbars.

“YouarefromthewardepartmentofYanam,right?”Lindsaystaredattheman,andwhentheflashlight

swayed,shesawthearmbadgeonhisarm.

“That’sright.IamindeedfromthewardepartmentofYanam.Butwhatcanyoudoevenifyouknow

aboutthis?Canyousendamessageoutfromhere?Don’tforgetthatallyourbelongingshavebeen

confiscated.Youcanonlyshout.”

Themiddleagedmanlaughedloudly.

“Okay,then.Iwilljuststayhere.”Afterknowinghisidentity,Lindsayunderstoodthatitwasnousefor

hertosayanything.Sheturnedaroundandsatdownintheinnermostpartofthecell.

“Keepafirmeyeonher.Ifanythinghappenstoher,Iwilltakeyourlives,understand?”Aftertalkingto

Lindsay,themiddleagedmanturnedtothecaptainandspokeinalowvoice.
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“Whatexactlyisheridentity?”Thecaptainlookedattheskinnygirlinthecellandaskedcuriously.

Manypeoplehadbeenheldinthissecretprison,butnoonehadbeentreatedsoseriouslybeforetothe

extentthattheyhadtosettrapsoutside.

“Doyouknowthattherearethingsyoushouldnotask?”Themiddleagedmanglaredathimand

scoldedhiminalowvoice.



Thecaptainshudderedanddidnotdaretosayanythinganymore.

“MissLawrence,wewillmeetagain.Butwhenithappens,itwillnotbeinthisplace.”Themiddleaged

manlookedatLindsay.Aftersayingthis,heturnedaroundandleft.

Lindsaystoodinthecell.Shehadroughlyfiguredoutthesituation.Shewasmostprobablybaitto

attracthistarget,andthetargetshouldbeGerald,whohadmadetroubleinthewardepartmentof

Yanambefore.

Otherthanthat,Lindsayreallycouldn’tthinkofareasonforthewardepartmentofYanamtoabduct

her.

IntheGrubbfamily.

Lucianreceivednewsfromthewardepartment.

“Areyouserious?Wheredidhego?”Afterreceivingthenews,Lucianreturnedtohisroomimmediately

andaskedinalowvoiceintothephone.

“Idon’tknow.Ijustsawhimleavewithquiteafewmen.Heseemedverynervousandcautious.Besides,

whenGeraldcametoYanampreviously,heonceproposedtomakeamoveatsea,butCarterrejected

hisproposal.”

“MaddoxChaberthasbeenverycomplicitandaggressiveeversinceGodwinLinwodwasinpower.Now

thathehasanunthinkingchieflikeCarterLucab,heshouldnotbeabletoresisthisloneliness.”Hearing

hiswords,Luciansaid.

“Yes.AfterCarterbecamethechief,Maddoxhasdonealotofthingsbothopenlyandsecretly.Hehas



theintentionofreplacingthechief.MissLawrencefromWestonismostprobablypartofhisplan,”said

thepersonontheotherendofthephone.

“Okay.Continuetokeepaneyeonit.Callmewheneverthereisnews.IfyoucanfindoutwhatMaddox

istryingtodo,thatwouldbebest!”Luciannodded.

“I’lltrymybest.Maddoxisaverycautiousperson.It’sverydifficulttofolloworpryhim,butI’llseewhat

Icando.”Thepersonsoundedabituneasy,buthestillagreedtoit.

“Sorrytotroubleyou.Iwillthankyouproperlythenexttimewemeet.”Lucianwasverygratefulforhis

help.

“We’lltalkaboutthatlater.Don’tcallmeforthetimebeing.WhenIgetanyclues,Iwillcontactyou,”

saidtheman.

“Noproblem,”repliedLucian.

Hearingthis,bedirectlyhunguphisphone.

Sittinginhisroom,Luciandrankhisteaandbeganmullingoverthephoneconversationhehadjusthad

withthatman.Hewasanofficedirectorinthewardepartment,sohisrankwasconsiderednotvery

high.Still,thatwasnottosaythathisrankwaslow.Hewouldstillbeconsideredpartoftheupperlevel.

WhenLucianhadcometoYanamdecadesago,hehadgottentoknowhimcoincidentally.Itwaswithhis

helpthatLuciancouldestablishhispositioninYanam.Althoughtheyhadnotcontactedeachotherover

severalyears,theywerestillverygoodfriends.

Thistime,whenLucianaskedhimforhelp,heagreedtoitrightaway.



“Whatdidhesay?”Thebutlerstoodbesidehim.WhenhesawLucianhangupthecall,heasked.

“Aiden’sspeculationshouldberight.Lindsay’sdisappearancereallyseemstohavesomeconnection

withthewardepartment,anditisverylikelythatMaddoxistheoneresponsibleforit.”

Lucianlitacigaretteandspokeslowly.

Chapter2289

“MaddoxChabert?Isn’thethepersoninchargeofthesea?Howcanheberelatedtothismatter?”The

butlerwasconfused.

“Youdon’tknowthatwhenGeraldreturnedtoYanam,thewardepartmentknewaboutitatonce.

MaddoxplannedtodirectlyexterminateGeraldatsea,butCarterrefuseditfirmly.IfLindsay’s

disappearancetrulyhassomethingtodowithhim,heshouldbeplanningtousehertothreaten

Gerald.”

“Inthatcase,BrotherLawrenceshouldnotknowaboutthis.Or,ifheknowsalittle,heisunlikelytosay

itdirectly.Afterall,it’sthewardepartmentwhoisresponsible.Ifhereportsit,itwillinevitablymake

thingsevenbigger.”

Luciansmokedhiscigaretteasheanalyzedthings.“Then,wecannotjuststandbyandwatch.Master,I

thinklshouldremindyouofthis.AlthoughourfamilyhasahighpositioninYanam,wecannotfallout

withthewardepartmentbecauseofLindsay.Thatwouldbeverybadforus.”

ThebutlerwasworriedthatLucianmightnotconsiderthisforthesakeofhisrelationshipwiththe

Lawrencefamily.Nomatterhowstrongafamilywas,itwasimpossibleforthemtofightagainstthewar

departmentheadon.Itwouldbelikehittingastone

Withanegg.

“OfcourseIknow.”Lucianrolledhiseyes.



“Then,whatdoyoumean?”Thebutlercontinued.

“Nothinginparticular.IwilljustlethimcontinuekeepinganeyeonthewardepartmentandMaddox

Chabert.Asfortherest,wewillwaitforGeraldtoreturnanddiscussitwithhimbeforemakinga

decision.”Lucianexhaledapuffofsmokeandsaidcoolly.

“Thisisindeedthebestway.”Thebutlernoddedinagreement.

“Bytheway,hastherebeenanynewsaboutFrey?”Lucianraisedhisheadandasked.

“Stillnothing,Master.Isuspectthattheyoungmasterhasalreadybeenkilled…”Thebutlersighedand

shookhishead.“We’vedoneeverythingwecould,but…”

“Enough.Don’tsayit.”Notwaitingforthebutlertofinishhiswords,Lucianwavedhishand.

Heknewwhatitmeant,buthewasnotwillingtobelieveit.Hewassuchanoutstandingadoptedson.

Howcouldhedisappearovernightwithoutevenleavingasingleclue?!

“Doyouwanttocontinuetheinvestigation?”Thebutlerpausedandasked.

“Sigh.Let’sstopfornowuntilafterwesettlethematterathand.”Lucianletoutalongsigh.Whenhe

saidthat,hefeltasthoughhisaurahaddiminished.Hedidnotlookliketheheadofafamilyatall.In

fact,helookedmorelikeanoldmaninthelatteryearsofhislife.

“Understood.”Thebutlernoddedandstoppedtalking.



Inthecave.GeraldwasstillsearchingforthesecretsoftheSeadomtribekepthere.

Onewholedaypassedbyintheblinkofaneye.Althoughtherewaslightcominginfromtheentranceof

thecave,duetotheheavyrain,theskywasdark.Ifhedidn’tcheckhisphone,hewouldn’tknowifit

wasdayornight.

Theonlysoundsthatcouldbeheardvaguelywerethesoundsofthepouringrainandtheoccasional

thunder.

“Notbad.You’vesearchedoneentirebookshelfinaday.Ibetyouwillbeabletofinditinaweek.”

Theoldmanspentmostofhistimesittingcrossleggedonthestonebed,leaningagainstthewallashe

lookedatGerald.

“Don’tmakefunofme,Senior.Pleasehelpmeout.Istillhaveothermatterstotakecareof,andI’m

runningoutoftime.”Geraldsmiledbitterly.Herubbedhissomewhatsorehandandspoke.
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“Lookforityourself.Iamalreadysoold.Myphysicalstrengthhaslongbeenexhausted.”Theoldman

shookhisheadandlitacigarette.

“Whowouldbelievethat?”Geraldsaiddisdainfully.

“Ican’thelpyousearchforit,butifyouareinterested,Icanteachyouhowtomakeyouressentialqi

resonatewiththesurroundingnaturalenergy.”Theoldmanshookhishead.

“Really?”Themomentheheardthat,Gerald’seyesshoneimmediately.However,afterawhile,he

shookhisheadandrefused.“Forgetit.I’lljustcontinuetolookforwhatIneed.”



“Oh?Areyounotinterested?”TheoldmandidnotexpectthatGeraldwouldsaythat.

“I’mveryinterestedinit.”Geraldshookhisheadagain.

“Becomemyapprentice,andIcanteachyou.”Theoldmanthrewawaythecigaretteandsaidseriously.

“Ifitwereanyothertime,Iwouldsurelyagreetoitimmediately.Butnow,Istillhavemanythingsto

settle.Besides,controllingnaturalenergyiscertainlynotsomethingthatcanbelearnedovernight.I

don’thavethatmuchtimetowastehere.”

Geraldtookadeepbreathandsaidwithsomeregret,“Besides,youtoldmebeforethisthatmycurrent

cultivatinglevelisverylow,andIhavenotmasteredthepoweroftheHerculeanPrimordialSpirit

completely.EvenifIwantedtolearn,IamafraidIcanonlylearnthebasics.”

“Ididn’texpectthatyouarestillquiteselfaware.”Theoldmannoddedinsatisfaction.

“Senior,afterIsettleallmymatters,Iwilldefinitelycomebackhereandstudyunderyou.Bythen,it

won’tbeaproblemformetobecomeyourapprentice,”Geraldsaidashecontinuedtopickupthe

dustybooksonthebookshelfandrummagethroughthem.

“Canyoutellmewhatothertroublesomethingsyouhavetosolve?”Theoldmancrossedhislegsand

posedasifhewaslisteningtoastory.

“AfriendofminehasstrangelydisappearedinYanam.Ihavetosaveher.”Sincetheoldmancouldeven

knowabouthisHerculeanPrimordialSpiritandDevotionMirror,Geraldthoughtthattherewasnothing

tohide.Besides,itwasprobablyaverysmallmattertohim.

“Okay.Tellmewheresheisandhowshelooks.Icanbringherbackinhalfaday.”Sureenough,theold



mandidnottakeitseriouslyatall.

“Shedisappearedstrangely.IfIknewwhereshewas,Iwouldhavesolveditalready.”Geraldshookhis

headhelplessly.

“So,shedisappeared.”

“Whydoyoukeepencounteringsuchbizarrethings?”Theoldmancockedhiseyebrowsandlaughed

hoarsely.

“IfIknewthat,Imightnothaveencounteredallthistrouble.”Geraldrandomlygrabbedabookand

flippedthroughit.However,beforehecouldfinishhiswords,hispupilsdilated.

Onthepagehehadturnedto,thewords‘TheRecordsoftheSeadomTribe’werewrittenclearlyonit.

Althoughitwaswrittenintheancientscriptofthetribe,Geraldcouldstillrecognizethemsomehow.

Afterall,hehadseenmanysuchscriptsinthesecretroomoftheFutabafamily.

“Foundit?”SeeingGerald’ssurprisingreaction,theoldmanrolledoutofthebedandaskedashe

rushedforward.

“Thisshouldbetheone.”Gerald’shandswereshakinginexcitement.-
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Aftertakingadeepbreath,Geraldslowlybeganflippingthroughthepages,makingsuretobe

particularlygentleforfearthatthethousandyearoldbookwouldaccidentallyturntodust.

Tohisdismay,however,hecouldn’tunderstandwhatwaswritteninitatall!Atmost,hewasableto

gatherbasedonthecrudesketchesonafewofthepagesthatthebookwasdetailingsomesortof



sacrificialritual,notunlikewhathehadseenontheseamapbackthen.

Carefullyandslightlyexcitedlycarryingthebookovertotheoldman,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“Can

youreadthis,senior?”

Raisingaslightbrow,hethengavethebookalookbeforeeventuallyshakinghisheadashesaid,

“Unfortunately,Ican’t.However,basedonthesketch,I’massumingthey’reattemptingtosummon

rain.”

“What?Isn’tthisasacrificialritual?”repliedGerald.

“Whateveritis,itdoesn’tmatter.Afterall,thoughyou’vefinallymanagedtofindthebook,youcan’t

makeheadsortailsofit!It’snodifferentfromabrick!”saidtheoldmanbeforelaughingaloud.Tothink

thatafterallthateffort,itwasultimatelyjustawasteoftime.

Chucklinginresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“WhileIcan’treadit,there’ssomeonewhomayjustbeable

to…”

“Oh?Who?”

“Agoodfriendofmine…Regardless,I’msayingthissinceaftergettingtoknowthedescendantsofthe

Seadomtribe,weweregivenaccesstoasecretroomthatcontainedseveralbooksinanunknown

language.However,thisfriendofmineseemedtobeabletoreadthemjustfine,”repliedGeraldashe

thoughtaboutMasterGhost.

“Isee…Perhapshe’llbethekeytocrackingthiscode,”saidtheoldmanwithanod.

“Indeed…Eitherway,I’llbetakingmyleave.I’lldefinitelycomebacktovisitwhenIhavethetime,



senior!”repliedGeraldashecarefullyslippedtheancientbookintohiscoatpocket.Afterplacinghis

handstogetherandbowinginrespect,Geraldthenturnedtoleave.

“Hmm?You’releavingalready?”askedtheoldman,lookingslightlysurprised.

“Yeah!Don’tworry,I’lldefinitelyreturntovisitonceI’mfree!”declaredGeraldratherenthusiastically.

“Aren’tyouatleastgoingtochangebackintoyouroriginalclothes?They’recompletelydrynow!”

repliedtheoldman.

“Justleavethemtherefornow!I’llswitchclothesagainthenexttimeIreturn!”yelledGeraldwhowas

nowsofarawaythatevenallhisshoutingsoundedfaint.

“Howimpatientcanthatboyget…?”mutteredtheoldmantohimselfasGeralddisappearedinthe

distance.

Shakinghisheadwithachuckle,hethenturnedtolookatthepilesofbooksscatteredallovertheplace

beforewalkingtowardthemtostarttidyingup.

Thetruthwas,hehadreadnearlyeverybookinherethroughouthisstay,whichmeantthathehadno

actualissueswithunderstandingthelanguageoftheSeadomtribe.Withthatsaid,hehadonlyliedto

Geraldaboutnotunderstandingsincehewantedtheboytostayforanotherdayortwo.

Still,tothinkthatGeraldwouldactuallyknowsomeonecapableofreadingtheSeadomtribe’slanguage!

Theboywasalsoluckythathehadmanagedtofindtheexactbookheneededinasingleday.

Clappingthedustoffhishandsoncehewasdonerearrangingallthebooksbackonthebookshelf,the

oldmanthenmuttered,“Returnwhenyou’refree?I’llbeluckyifyoustillremembermeaftertenyears!

Thenagain,I’llprobablybedeadbythen…”



Shakinghishead,hethenwavedhishandcausingalargeshaletocoverthecave’sentrancebefore

sittingcrossleggedonhisbed.Closinghiseyes,theoldmanthenenteredacultivatingstate.

Whileitwasstillrainingoutside,itwasmuchlighterthanbefore.Understandingthat,Geraldmadea

maddashtillhegottohiscar.Ignoringhowdrenchedhewasandhowmuddyhisshoeswere,Gerald

immediatelytookhiscoatoffthesecondhegotintothecartocheckonthebook.Thankheavensithad

remaineddry.

Leaningagainsthisseat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutbreatheasighofreliefashesaid,“Alright…I’vefinally

foundit…”

Oncehehadcaughthisbreath,GeraldbegandrivingoutoftheforesttoreturntotheGrubbmanor.On

hiswaythere,hemadesuretosendatextmessagetoMasterGhost,tellinghimtobringJobsonand

FujikototheGrubbmanoraswell.Therewassomethingimportantthatheneededtoattendto.
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Thoughhehadacceleratedtheentireway,itstilltookGeraldfourwholehourstogetfromtheforestto

theGrubbmanor.Regardless,uponGerald’sarrivalatthemanorataboutninethatnight,hisreturnwas

quicklynotifiedtoLucianwhouponlearningthatinstantlyurgedAidentoheadtothereceptionroom.

Lucianhimselfthenjoggedoutthemanortogetherwithhisbutlertogreettheyouth.

Uponseeingthem,Geraldnoddedbeforeasking,“Goodevening,Mr.Grubb.Havemyfriendsarrived?”

“…Friends?”repliedLucianinaconfusedtoneasheledGeraldtothereceptionroom.

“Iguesstheyhaven’t.Eitherway,dopreparethreeguestroomsforthemsincetheymayneedtostayfor

quiteawhile.Don’tworry,we’llallleaveoncewe’verescuedMissLawrence,”saidGeraldashe

estimatedhowlongitwouldtakeforMasterGhostandtheotherstocomeover.



Justashefiguredthatthey’dbeherebythehour,LucianwhofinallyrealizedhowdrenchedGeraldwas

hurriedlyreplied,“Noproblem,butbeforethat,dogetachangeofclothes!You’resoakedfromheadto

toe!”

Simplynoddinginresponse,Geraldthenfollowedthebutlertoanotherroomtogethimselfchanged.

Takingtheopportunitytogetacoldshoweraswell,Geraldreturnedabouttenminuteslater,looking

fullyrefreshed.

SeeingGerald,Lucianwaspromptedtoask,“So…Didthingsgosmoothly,whateveryouweredoing?”

“Theydid,indeed,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

“Gladtohear.Regardless,whileyouweregone,wethinkwe’vemanagedtofindthepersonresponsible

forkidnappingLindsay!”declaredLucianwithasmile.

“Goon…”

Afterexchangingglanceswithhisbutler,Lucianthensaid,“WebelievethatMaddoxChabertisthe

culprit!”

“Neverheardofhimbefore,”repliedGeraldafterthinkingforawhile.

“Whileyoumaynotknowhim,hedefinitelyknowsyou,”saidLucian.

“…Hmm?Haveloffendedhimbefore?”repliedGerald,understandingjusthowmanyenemieshemust

haveaccidentallymadethroughouttheyears.



“Youcouldputitthatway.Yousee,MaddoxisfromtheYanammilitary,andhe’stheoneinchargeof

Yanam’sseas.FromwhatI’vebeentold,Maddox’sfirstreactionuponhearingthatyouhadreturnedto

YanamwastoproposetoCartertohaveyourlifeendedwhileyouwerestilloutatsea.Sincethatdidn’t

happen,it’sfairtoassumethatCarterdeniedthat,”repliedthebutler.

“Soyou’resayingthathe’scapturedLindsaytothreatenme?”askedGeraldashethoughtaboutit.

“Ibelieveso.Iknowafewpeoplefromthemilitary,andafteraskingaround,itappearsthatMaddoxhas

rarelyappearedatworkinthepastfewdays.Forthosewhomanagedtocatchglimpsesofhim,they

statedthatasidefromhimlookingimmenselyvigilant,Maddoxhadapparentlygottentenreplacement

soldierstofollowhimatalltimesaswell.Whatmore,somealsosaidthathehadtakenafewitemsfrom

themilitary’sequipmentdepartment!”explainedLucian.

“…Itdoesn’taddup,”repliedGeraldafterthinkingaboutallthathehadjustheard.

“Whatdoyoumean?”askedAidenwhohadbeensilenttheentiretime.

“Well,ifMaddoxkidnappedhertothreatenmeafterCarterrejectedhisproposal,Ifindthetimingfor

thattobeabitoff.HowlonghasLindsaygonemissingagain,Aiden?”repliedGeraldasheturnedto

lookatAiden.

“Aboutaweekago.WhileweimmediatelytookactionafterIgotthemission,mysuperiorshadactually

receivedtherequestfromtheLawrencesafewdaysprior,”saidAiden.

“Bingo.Butwe’veonlybeenhereforthreedays,”repliedGerald.
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“…AreyousayingthatMaddox’sactionssimplycoincidedwithyourreturn?Asin,hekidnapped

Lindsaytolureyoubackandfinallydealwithyou,notknowingthatyouwereplanningtoreturn

anyway…?”saidLucianashetappedonhisdesk



“It’scertainlyapossibility,”repliedGerald.

“Indeed…Regardless,I’vealreadytoldmyfriendtokeepaneyeoutonMaddox.Withthatsaid,he’ll

definitelynotifymethesecondMaddoxdoesanythingweird.Withanyluck,we’llsoongetthe

opportunitytotailMaddoxandhopefullybeabletosaveLindsay.So,whatdoyouthink,Gerald?Any

bettersuggestions?”askedLucian.

“Notatall.I’mfinewiththatplan,”repliedGeraldwithanod,knowingthatgoingwithLucian’splanwas

probablytheirbestbetofsavingLindsay,atleastforthemoment

Thesecondhissentenceended,oneofLucian’sservantsenteredtheroomwithadrippingumbrellain

handbeforesaying,“ThereareafewpeopleclaimingtobeGerald’sfriendsatthedoor,master.”

“Howmanyarethere?”askedGerald.

Uponhearingthat,theservantwentsilentforamomentbeforeeventuallyreplying,“Three,Ipresume.

Unfortunately,itwasabittoodarkformetosayforcertain…”

Noddinginresponse,Geraldthensaid,“Invitethemin.”

ThoughLucianknewthatGeraldwouldn’tjustinviteanyonerandomtohishouse,hecouldn’thelpbut

ask,“…Caresharingwhothoseindividualsare…?”

“Ofcourse.Oneofthemisagoodfriend,andtheotheristheyoungladyofJapan’sFutabafamily.Asfor

thethirdperson,he’sanelderfromanotherJapanesefamily.Incaseyou’reworriedabouttheir

trustworthiness,Iknowallofthemwell,Mr.Grubb,”

ExplainedGerald.



“Gladtohear,”repliedLucianashenoteddowneverythingthatGeraldhadjusttoldhim.

Shortlyafter,Jobson’svoicecouldbeheardsaying,“I’veheardthattheGrubbsarequiteinfluentialin

Yanam.Tothinkthatyouwereacquaintedwithsuchagreatfamily!”

UponrealizingthatJobson,Fujiko,andMasterGhostwhowerebeingledintothereceptionroombythe

servantfrombeforewerehere,Geraldimmediatelygottohisfeetbeforegreeting,“SeniorJobson!”

Seeingthat,Lucianquicklygotupaswell,understandingthatJobsonwasnoordinarypersonsinceeven

Geraldrespectedhim.

Asthebutlerimmediatelybeganservingthethreenewfacessomehottea,Jobsonwalkedoverto

Lucianbeforeplacinghishandstogetherandsaying,“Ah,youmustbeMr.Grubb!I’veheardquiteabit

aboutyou!”

BeforeLuciancouldreply,Geraldcouldbeseengesturingtowardtheseatbesidehimashesaid,

“Whateverthecaseis,dotakeaseatfirst,sir.Afterall,I’msurethejourneyherewaslongandtiring.”

Hearingthat,Jobsonthennoddedashe,MasterGhost,andFujikotooktheirseats.Onceseated,Jobson

waspromptedtoask,“So…I’massumingyou’vefoundawaytosavethatmissinggirl?”

“Wehave,thoughit’llprobablybeawhilebeforewemanagetogetanyresults,”repliedGeraldashe

pouredmoreteaforJobson.

HavingafeelingthatGeraldstillwantedtotalkaboutotherthingswiththem,Lucianthenclearedhis

throatashesaid,“Regardless,it’sgettingratherlatesoI’llbeexcusingmyselffirst.Also,yourrooms

havealreadybeenprepared,soonceyou’reallreadytoturnin,justtelltheservantwholedyouinto

bringyouthere.”



Followingthat,Luciangavehisbutlerabriefglance,andthetwothenbeganleavingtheroomwith

umbrellasinhand.

“Thanksforhavingus,Mr.Grubb!”calledoutJobsonjustsecondsbeforeGeraldclosedthereception

room’sdoorbehindthem.

Oncethetwoweregone,Jobson’ssmileinstantlyvanishedashewhispered,“So…Sinceyoucalledallof

ushere,I’massumingyou’vemadeprogressinourmainmission?”
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“Ihaveindeed,”repliedGeraldwithanodasheplacedtheancientbookthathehadguardedcarefully

uptillthispointontothetable.

Frowningslightly,Jobsonthenasked,“…Andthisis?”

Astheothersgotclosertothebookaswell,Geraldcarefullyopeneditbeforepointingatthesquiggly,

wormlikewordsashesaid,“Ifoundthisintheancientruins,andIbelievethatitcontainstheSeadom

tribe’sknowledgeonhowtogettoYearningIsland.”

“Thisbelongstomyfamily…?”mutteredFujikoasshecuriouslylookedatit.

“Itshouldbe.ThoughIcan’treadthelanguage,thewordslooksimilarenoughtotheonesinthebooks

inyourfamily’ssecretroombackintheFutabamanor,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

“Well,yourassumptionwasrightonthemark!”saidMasterGhostaftergettingagoodlookatthebook.

Chucklinginresponse,GeraldthenplayfullyjabbedatMasterGhost’sarmbeforereplying,“Iknewyou

couldreadit!Hurryandseeifthere’sanyinformationregardinghowtogettoYearningIsland!”



ImmediatelyfeelingpressuredbyGerald’swords,MasterGhostimmediatelysaid,“Justtoclarify,Ionly

learnedalittleabouttheSeadomtribefrommymaster.Withthatsaid,I’mnoexpertinthelanguage,so

don’texpectmytranslationtobeperfect…”

Pattinghisback,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Justdoyourbest!”

Noddinginresponse,MasterGhostthentookadeepbreathbeforepickingthebookupandattempting

totranslateit.Uponseeingthat,everyoneinstantlywentquiet,notwantingtoaffecthisconcentration.

Fastforwardtohalfanhourlater,MasterGhostmadeitpastthefifthpagebeforerubbinghisslightly

soreeyesashesaid,“So…FromwhatIwasabletogather,theverystartofthebookdetailshowto

conductoneoftheSeadomtribe’ssacrificialrituals…Withthatsaid,Ibelievethepartsaboutgettingto

YearningIslandshouldcomemuchlateron…”

WatchingasMasterGhostthentookasipofhisteathathadalreadygonecold,Geraldreplied,“That’s

greatprogress!Don’tworry,you’redoinggood.Takeyourtime…”

Followingthat,MasterGhostresumedreading.However,oncehegottothelaterpartsofthebook,his

frownstartedgettingdeeperanddeeper.Ashehadsaid,hewasnoexpertinthelanguage,andit

certainlydidn’thelpthatmostofthewordswerenearindistinguishablesincethebookhadbeeninthat

dampcaveforsolong.

Eventually,however,MasterGhostfinallysaid,“…Alright,soapparently,theSeadomtribehadtoleave

YearningIslandaboutathousandandtwohundredyearsagoduetothearrivalofagroupofpeople

whosuddenlytookovertheirhome…Sincetheinvadershadmasteredtheelementsofwaterandfire,

theSeadomtribehadnochoicebuttoleave…”

“Theinvadersaremostlikelycultivatorsofold…”repliedGeraldashethoughtaboutJobsonandtheold

man’sabilitytobendnaturalforcestotheirwills.



Regardless,uponhearingMasterGhost’sgroanafterheresumedreadingforawhile,Geraldwhohada

badfeelingaboutthatwaspromptedtoask,“…Issomethingthematter?”

“Well…Accordingtothebook,YearningIslandisamagicalplacethatwasformedbytheessenceof

heavenandearth.Withthatinmind,topreventothersfromeasilylocatingit,theSeadomtribehad

placedthesolemethodtogettoYearningIslandontheislandthattheymovedtoafterbeingkickedout

oftheirhome.Inotherwords,you’llhavetofindtheislandthattheSeadomtribemovedtoinorderto

evenremotelygetachancetogettoYearningIsland…”mutteredMasterGhostashelookedatGerald.
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“C-comeagain…?Areyousureyoudidn’tmistranslate…?”repliedGeraldashisexpressionstiffened.

“Unfortunately,whileImaymistranslateawordortwo,IdoubtthatI’dgetanentiresectionwrong…”

mutteredMasterGhostwithasigh,knowingthathistranslationwasprobablyrightonthemark.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldfloppedontohischair,feelingimmenselydrained.

“G-Gerald?!”calledoutAidenasherushedtoGerald’sside.

“I’mfine,Ijust…needamoment…”mutteredGeraldasheclosedhiseyeswhilewavinghishand.This

wassimplytoomuch,evenforhim.

Afterall,everycluehegotonlyseemedtoleadhimfurtherdowntherabbithole.Whilehehadinitially

thoughtthathe’dbeabletogettotheislandbylocatingtheSeadomtribe,thatonlyendedupleading

himtotheancientruinsofYanaminsearchofhisanswer.Despiteallhiseffortstoobtainthisbook,

however,henowapparentlyhadtosearchforyetanotherisland.

Itcertainlydidn’thelpthathe’dprobablyneedtoscourthroughthatentireislandtoevenremotely

standachanceoffindingawaytogettoYearningIsland.Alltheserepeatedletdownswerestartingto

takeaserioustollonhismorale.



Truthbetold,hewasnowmostworriedthathe’dfailtogettoYearningIslandevenafterfindingthe

islandthattheSeadomtribehadrelocatedto.Howmuchlongerdidheneedtowaitinordertoreunite

withhisfamily…?

Lookingatthedisheartenedboy,Jobsonclearedhisthroatashegottohisfeetbeforesaying,“Well,I’m

feelingrathersleepy,soI’llleaveyouyoungpeopletotalkamongyourselves.”

RealizingthatJobsonwasleaving,FujikogaveAidenalookbeforewhispering,“Yousaidyouweresleepy

earlier,right?Let’sheadbacktoourroomstogether.It’sdarkoutside,soI’malittleunsettledtogoout

therealone…”

“I’mnotsleepy…I’mstayingherewithGerald,”repliedAidenwhofailedtogetherhint.

“Oh,forheaven’ssake…!Justcomealong…!”grumbledFujikoassheglancedattheexhaustedlooking

Gerald.

“Fine…”mutteredAiden.Thoughhestilldidn’tgetthemessage,hestillobedientlyfollowedheroutand

withthat,theonlypeopleleftintheroomwereGeraldandMasterGhost.

Ashortwhilelater,MasterGhosttookacigaretteoutbeforehandingittoGeraldandsaying,“Careto

haveone?”

Takinginadeepbreathnowfeelingmuchcalmerthanbefore,Geraldthenfrownedslightlybefore

asking,“Areyousureyoutranslateditcorrectly?”

“Mostofit,yes.So,what’sournextstep?FromwhatIcangather,theislandmentionedbythebook

shouldbetheonewehadpreviouslyseeninthecorneroftheseamap.Theonewherewesawthe

Seadomtribeperformingthesacrificialritual,”repliedMasterGhostwhowasjustrelievedthatGerald



wastalkingagain.

“WhatelsecanIdo?Allwecandoistrylocatingthatislandnext…”mutteredGeraldwithatiredsmile.

“Itwon’tbeeasytolocatethatisland,”repliedMasterGhostashebegansmoking.

“Iknow…Iplantoheadtotheancientruinsagaintoseeifthatoldmanwillbeabletohelp.Afterall,he

wastheonewhohadlocatedthisbookformeinthefirstplace,”saidGeraldashethoughtaboutthe

oldman.

“Areyouheadingoutalready?”askedMasterGhost.

“No,I’lldothatafterwesaveLindsay.Afterall,Ican’tjustpostponethingsnowthatwefinallyhave

morecluesonhercase,”repliedGeraldasheshookhishead.-
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“Gotit,”repliedMasterGhostwithanod.

“Eitherway,let’sputthisincidentasideforthemoment.I’llneedsometimetoconsiderhowtoresolve

theissue,”saidGeraldashepuffedonhiscigaretteaswell,nowcompletelycalm.

Truthbetold,hesimplycouldn’tfigureouthowDarylhadledtheentireCrawfordfamilytoYearning

Island.Afterall,itwasextremelydifficulttoevenlocateandgettotheplace!

Healreadyhadeverythingneededtogettothatisland,right?CouldthepastDarylhavetakenthesame

approachashimtolocateYearningIsland…?Butifthatwasthecase,thenTakuyawould’vesurelytold

himaboutit.Whatmore,theFutaba’swould’vesurelyrecordedsuchamajorincident,butsinceTakuya

hadbeensobewilderedwhenGeraldfirstmentionedthetopic,Geraldwassurethattherecorddidn’t



exist.

Regardless,aftergivinganod,MasterGhostpointedattheancientbookbeforereplying,“CanIkeep

thatforawhile?”

“Whatdoyouintendtodo?”askedGerald.

“I’dliketolookthroughitwheneverIhavethetime.Whilethepossibilityislow,there’salwaysachance

thatImissedsomethingout,”repliedMasterGhost.

“Isee…Feelfreetotakeit,then,butkeepitsafe.Istillneedtoreturnittotheancientruins,”said

Geraldwithanod.Whilethebookwasuselessinhishands,thesamedidn’tapplywhenMasterGhost

hadit.

WatchingasMasterGhostthencarefullykeptthebook,Geraldwaspromptedtostubouthiscigarette

beforegettingtohisfeetwithastretchandsaying,“Well,dogetsomerestfornow.We’llbesaving

Lindsayfirstbeforeresumingourmainmission…”

Afterthinkingthingsthrough,Geraldrealizedthathewasn’tallthatdevastated.Afterall,healready

knewthatitwasn’tgoingtobeeasytosavehisfamily.Thisfailureonlysolidifiedthatthejourneywas

goingtobeacomplicatedanddangerousone.

Hehadn’tobtainedanynewinformationabouttheSunLeagueeither,thoughGeraldwasprettysure

thathewouldonlygettheslightestchanceoflearningathingaboutthemoncehegotridofthe

Crawfords.Whileachievingthatwouldsurelybenopieceofcake,Geraldhadmadeuphismind.He

wasn’tstoppingtillhegottohisgoal.

Eitherway,uponreturningtohisroomandgettingacoldshower,Geraldwasabletoputthosethoughts

awayjustintimeforhimtoturninforthenight.



Fastforwardtothenextmorning,Geraldwasdeterminednottotalkabouttheincidentagain.Withthat

inmind,heimmediatelywentofftolookforLucianandtheotherstodiscusshowtheyweregoingto

getmorenewsfromthemilitary.

“Really?!”exclaimedAidenoncetheywereallgatheredwithexcitementafterhearingLucian’sgood

news.

“Indeed!Rememberthatfriendofmine?HewasabletoeavesdroponaconversationbetweenMaddox

andhissubordinates!”repliedLucianwithanod.

“Hemustnothavewantedtoattractunnecessaryattention.Afterall,hediddoallthisatnight,whichis

rathersuspicious,tosaytheleast…”mutteredGeraldthoughheknewbetterthantoslanderthem

withoutanyevidence.Still,afterobtainingallthisinformation,itwasgettingclearerandclearerthat

thosefromtheYanammilitaryespeciallyMaddoxwereinvolvedinthisaffair.

“Trulyso…Regardless,sincemyfrienddidn’tfollowhimnotwantingtoaccidentallyexposehimselfand

getintotroublewiththemilitary,wedon’texactlyknowwherehewent…”saidLucian.
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Uponhearingthat,Geraldquicklyreplied,“Noworriesthere.AidenandIwilljustheadovertohavea

look.”

“Agreed!”addedAidenwhowould’verequestedtodosoevenifGeraldhadn’twantedhimtocome

alonginthefirstplace.

Hearingthat,Fujikothensaid,“I’mcomingalongtoo!”

“Juststayhere.Don’tworry,I’lldefinitelyaskforyourhelpinthefuturewhenIneedit,”repliedGerald

asheshookhishead.



“But…I’mstrongerthanAiden!”mutteredFujiko,feelingslightlypuzzled.

“Takeintoconsiderationthatwe’llbemakingourmoveatnight.Withthatsaid,it’dbeslightly

inappropriateforyoutobewithtwomeninthedark.Besides,wewon’tknowwhereMaddoxwillgo,so

I’dpreferifonlyAidencamealongwithme,”repliedGerald.

Hearinghowresolutehewas,Fujikohadnochoicebuttoobey.Afterall,sherememberedpromising

himthatshe’dlistentoallhisordersaslongasheallowedhertofollowhimtoYanambackthen.With

thatsaid,she’dratherlistenthantopotentiallygetsentbacktoJapan.

Regardless,pleasedtohearthatGeraldandAidenweresteppingin,Lucianwhoknewhowpowerful

Geraldwasthensaid,“I’llbenotifyingmyfriendaboutthissothattheycancooperatewithyouonce

you’rethere,then!”

IftheytrulymanagedtolocateLindsay,thenthey’dsurelybeabletobringherbackbydawn.

“Unnecessary.AidenandIwilljustwaitattheentranceofthemilitarybase.Speakingofwhich,Ineedto

knowwhathelookslike,”repliedGeraldwho’drathernottroubleothersifhecoulddoithimself.

“Holdon,letmefindapictureofhim,”saidLucianashefishedhisphoneout.Afterscrollingthrough

severalpictures,hefinallymanagedtofindthegroupphotographthathadbeentakenduringanevent

thathadMaddoxinit.

ShowingittoGerald,theyouththentookacarefullookatitbeforereplying,“Alright,I’vememorized

hisface.”

“Gladtohear.Eitherway,thoughyou’reheadingoveratnight,dobecareful.Remember,sinceMaddox

wastryingtolureyouoverinthefirstplace,heprobablyhasallsortsofpreparationstodealwithyou



shouldyouappear!”mutteredLucianafterloweringhisphoneinaslightlyworriedtone.

“Noworries,dealingwithsuchpeopleisapieceofcakeforme,”repliedGeraldwithaheartylaugh

beforepattinghischest.

“Well,I’msurethemissionwillgoswimminglythen!Eitherway,sinceyou’remakingamovetonight,we

mayaswelleatearlysothatyoucanrestabitafterthemeal.”

Seeingthatitwastwointheafternoon,Lucianturnedtofacehisbutlerbeforeadding,“Orderthechefs

topreparesomefood.”

“Rightaway,master,”repliedthebutlerwithanodbeforehurryingout.Abouthalfanhourlater,a

multitudeofdisheswereserved.

Throughouttheirmeal,LucianmadesuretotellGeraldeverythingheknewaboutMaddoxandthe

militaryingeneral.Naturally,Geraldmadesuretonoteeverythingdown.Oncetheirmealwasover,

insteadofheadingbacktotheirroomstorest,allofthemsimplysataroundinthereceptionroom.It

waswhenduskbegantofallwhenGeraldpattedAidenontheshoulder,promptingtheduotoleavethe

receptionroom.

Aftertheyhadleftforawhile,Lucianlookedathisbutlerbeforesaying,“Havesomeofourmenfollow

themfromadistance.Whilethepriorityistokeepbothofthemsafe,shoulddangerbefalltheduo,tell

ourmennottodoanythingrash.Instead,theyhavetoreporttome.”

WhilehewasconfidentinGerald’sstrength,LucianknewthatMaddoxwasnoordinaryperson.With

thatinmind,LucianwassurethatthemanhadsetseveraltrapsupforGerald,andhewassimply

worriedthatGeraldwouldendupfallingintooneofthem.
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“Rightaway!”declaredthebutlerwithanod.Soonenough,eightofthefamily’sstrongermenbegan

tailingafterAidenandGerald.



Throughouttheduo’sdrivetowardtheYanammilitarybase,Aidenkepthisfistsclenched,clearly

worriedaboutLindsay’ssafety.Afterall,whoknewwhetherMaddoxandhismenwoulddoanything

inappropriatetoher.

SensinghowtenseAidenwas,Geraldsmiledsubtlybeforesaying,“Calmyourself.Remember,ourmain

goaltodayistogetafirmgraspofthesituation.Whileit’sbestifwemanagetofindLindsayaswell,

there’snoneedtobeoverlyanxiousifwecan‘tfindheryet.”

Hearingthat,Aidenthentookadeepbreathashereplied,“Gotit.”

“Good.Also,evenifwedocomeacrossLindsay,Ineedyoutoremaincalmandlistentomycommands.

Afterall,notonlyarewestilldealingwithYanamsoldiers,butthere’salsoagoodchancethatMaddox

hasalreadysetuptrapsforus.Withthatsaid,ifyoubehaverashly,there’sagoodchancethatwe’ll

quicklybeoverwhelmed.Bythatpoint,evenifwedomanagetoescape,ournextattempttosave

Lindsaywillsurelybeexponentiallydifficulttoachieve,”saidGerald,knowingfullwellthatAidenwas

pronetobehavingrashly.Itcertainlydidn’thelpthattherewerealreadyafewinstanceswhereAiden

hadnearlyruinedhisplans.

“Gotit!”repliedAidenwithanod.Pleasedtohearthat,Geraldthenbeganacceleratingtothemilitary

base,sendingwateronthedrenchedroadflyingallovertheplace.

Sometimelater,Geraldthroughhisrearviewmirrornoticedseveralcarsfollowingthem.Thoughitwas

stillrainingratherheavily,hewasabletomakeoutthatthosecarsbelongedtotheGrubbs.

Shortlyafter,Aidencouldn’thelpbutsay,“…Haveyounoticedthosecars?They’vebeenfollowingus

forawhile…”

ThoughAidenwasgenerallyplayful,intheend,hewasstillaspecialforcessoldierofWeston.Withthat

inmind,itmadesensewhyhewaseventuallyabletonoticethesamethingasGerald.



Hearingthat,Geraldthenlookedatthecarsonemoretimebeforecalmlyreplying,“They’recarsowned

bytheGrubbs.”

“…Huh?Butwhyaretheytailingus?”mutteredAiden,unabletoseetheconnection.

“PerhapsLuciansentthemoverasbackup,fearingthatwe’dgetintotrouble.Eitherway,justignore

them.Theirpresencewon’taffectus,”repliedGeraldwhodidn’ttakethemseriouslyatall.

Afterall,it’snotliketheywerecapableofhelping.Hell,theycouldpotentiallyendupburdeninghim!

Still,hedidn’twanttotellthemtoleavesinceLucianhadprobablysentthemoveroutofkindness.

Whateverthecasewas,itwasgoingtotakethematleastthreehourstogettothemilitarybase.

ItwasaroundthenwhenMaddoxcouldbeseenpreparingtosendagroupofsoldiersouttocontinue

settinguptrapsneartheareawhereLindsaywaslockedup.Ifeverythingwentswimmingly,thenonce

everythingwassetup,hewouldreleasethenewssothatGeraldwouldlearnwhereLindsaywas.

Followingthat,Geraldwouldsurelycomerescueher.

WhileitwastruethatGeraldwasimmenselystrong,intheend,hewasstillonlyahuman.Withthatin

mind,theboywouldsurelybeunabletosurviveallthetrapsandsnipersMaddoxhadsetuparoundthe

area.ThesecondMaddoxgavehiscommand,Geraldwouldbehitbyanonslaughtofbullets,and

Maddoxwassurethattheyouthwouldfinallydiebythen!

Shortlyafter,asoldierenteredhisofficebeforereporting,“Thecaptainhassentarepresentativetous,

askingwhyyou’vebeencontinuouslyleadingsoldiersoutinthenight.Healsowishestoknowwhy

you’vetakenquiteafewresourcesfromthearmory…”
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“Justmakeupanexcuse.Thatgood-for-nothingCarterisnothingbutacoward…He’sprobablyjust

worriedthathispositionwillbenegativelyinfluencedifanythinghappens!Howunfortunateforour

militarytohaveapersonlikehimasourleader!”sneeredMaddox.



“Loudandclear,”repliedthesoldierwithanod.

Jugglinghisarmydaggerthathadacrimsonblade,Maddoxthenlookedatthesoldierbeforeasking,

“Speakingofwhich,haveallofyoupreparedthethingsI’vetoldyouto?”

“Wehave.We’rejustwaitingforyourcommandbeforewesetoff,”repliedthesoldier.

“Waittillnightcomes.Remember,ifanyoneasks,justtellthemthatI’mleadingallofyououtfora

routinepatrol.Don’tansweranythingelse!”orderedMaddoxafterthinkingaboutitforawhile.

Throughoutthisperiod,Maddoxhadbeendoingquiteafeweyecatchingactivitiesinpreparationfor

gettingridofGeraldforgood.SinceitwasclearthathewastryingtoreplaceCartertobecomethenew

leader,Maddoxwaswellawarethathecouldmakenewenemieswithinthemilitaryatanysecond.

Withthatinmind,thelesshismenrevealed,thelowerthechancesofhisgoalsgettingaffectedbythose

underCarterintheend.

“Nottoworry!Thisisn’tmyfirstdayworkingunderyou,deputycaptain!”repliedthesoldierwitha

chuckle.

“Gladtohear.Nowleavemebe.Onceallthisisover,notonlywillyougetatwomonthvacation,but

you’llalsobegivenfifteenthousanddollarstoenjoythenewyearwith,”saidMaddoxwhowaslooking

athisdeskcalendarashegesturedforthesoldiertoleave.

“Iappreciateit,deputycaptain!”declaredthesoldierwithawidesmilebeforebowingandleaving

Maddox’soffice.

Thesecondthedoorwasclosed,Maddox’seyeswentsinisterashestabbedhisdaggerintohisoffice

desk,causingthedesktocrackalittle.



“OnceIendyou,I’llsurelybepromotedtomilitarycaptain…”growledMaddoxashegrinnedwickedly.

Truthbetold,hehadalreadybeenplanningallthiseversinceGeraldtookdownthethreemajor

familiesinYanam.HisexcitementhadonlygrownwithGodwin’sdisappearance,thinkingthathe’d

surelybecomethenextcaptainwithhowcapablehewas.

Unfortunately,thatd*mnedCarterhadappearedoutofnowhereandsnatchedthepositionfromhim!

Naturally,thiscausedseveralofthemorediehardmilitarycaptainsMaddoxincludedtofeelutterly

repulsedbyhim.

Regardless,oncehegotridofGerald,Maddoxwasgoingtomakesurethateveryoneinthecountry

wouldlearnaboutwhathedid.Followingthat,they’dsurelybelievethathewasbetterthanCarterat

protectingYanam,thusgivinghimachancetoreplacethatcoward…!

Fastforwardtodusk,Maddoxandhissecretarywhowasholdingontotheirumbrellacouldbeseen

walkingtowardalargegateatthesideoftheirbase.Asidefromthetenpreparedlookingpeoplewhom

Maddoxhadtransferredover,Maddoxcouldalsoseetheequipmentthathehadtakenfromthearmory

beingloadedintothebackofoneoftheSUVs.

UponrealizingthatMaddoxwashere,everyoneimmediatelydeclared,“Vicecaptain!”

“Everythingreadytogo?”askedMaddoxashelookedathismen.
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“Indeed.Wecansetoffassoonasyoucommandusto,”repliedthesecretary.

“Let’sheadoutthen.Thesoonerwegetthingsdone,thesoonerwereturn.I’drathernotattracttoo

muchunnecessaryattentioneither,”mutteredMaddoxwithaslightfrownwhenhesawallthestaff

memberslookingathim.OnceMaddoxgotintotheleadingcar,itdidn’ttakelongbeforetheybegan



makingtheirwaytoasecludedprison.

Meanwhile,Geraldwhohadparkedhisowncarinawellhiddencornerneartheentrancesimplylita

cigarettewhenhesawtheteamofcarsleaving.

Glaringatthevehicles,Aidenthenmuttered,“Heshouldbeinoneofthem,right…?”

“Ifyou’retalkingaboutMaddox,yes,Ibelieveso,”repliedGeraldashetookapuffofhiscigarette

beforenarrowinghiseyesandstartingtotailthecarsatanappropriatedistance.

RealizingthatGeraldhadmadeamove,thosefromtheGrubbfamilybegantakingadetourusinga

smallerpathinsteadoffollowingthemfrombehind.Afterall,thoughGeraldandAidenwereoutinthe

open,asinglecardrivingpastthemilitarybase’sentrancewasn’tgoingtoappearthatsuspicious.The

samecouldn’tbesaidiftheircarswereincludedintheequation,andthey’drathernotruntheriskof

gettinghaltedbythemilitary.

Regardless,whentheyfinallygottothemainroadagain,theyquicklyrealizedthatnoneofthecars

werethere!

“Theyaren’there!”exclaimedtheanxiousdriveroftheleadingcarthroughhiswalkietalkie.

“Wherehavetheydrivenoffto?”repliedtheothersattheback,feelingutterlyconfused.

“I…Idon’tknow!Theywereclearlydrivinginthisdirection!Itdoesn’tmakeanysense!Theywereonly

outofsightforaboutaminute!”

“Thenwhatshouldwedo?Themasterwillsurelyhaveourheadsifwereturnlikethis!”



“Isuggestwesplitup!Afterall,therearethreeroadshere!Withanyluck,we’llbeabletofindthem

again!Remembertonotifytheothersifyoudo!”

“Soundsgood!I’minontheidea!”

“Thenlet’stakeouralternatepathsnow!KeepintouchandpraythatwemanagetofindGeraldagain!I

reallydon’twanttopissthemasteroff!”declaredoneoftheGrubbsasthemenimmediatelybegan

executingtheirplan.

MovingbacktoGerald,hehadn’tdisappearedduetoasuddenaccelerationoranything.Thetruthwas,

themilitarycarshadsimplyturnedtowardtheoppositedirectionnotlongaftertheyleftthebase!

Sittingintheshotgunseat,Aidenwhohadalreadyseenthemilitarycarsmakeseveralturnsbynow

couldn’thelpbutask,“…Dotheyreallyhavetobethiscautiousattheirownbase’sentrance…?”

“TheYanammilitaryprobablyisn’tthatpeaceful.Regardless,it’sclearthatMaddoxisdoingsomething

shady.Afterall,hewouldn’thavetobethiscautiousifhewasmerelyexecutingamissionissuedbythe

military,”repliedGeraldwithasubtlesmile.

“Indeed…Eitherway,ifthisb*stardreallydidkidnapher,I’lldefinitelytearhimtoshreds!”growled

Aidenasheclenchedhisfists.

“Let’snotdothat,”saidGeraldasheshookhisheadwithasmile,makingsuretoalwaysmaintainasafe

butnoteasilydetectabledistanceawayfromthemilitarycars.

AsfortheGrubbfamily’ssubordinates,evenafterspeedingalongallthreeroadsforovertenminutes,

noneofthemevencameacrossasinglecar.-

Chapter2301-2305
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AfterupdatingeachotherandknowingthattheyhadtrulylostGerald,themenhelplesslyregrouped

beforereportingtheincidenttoLucian.

Atthetime,LucianwasentertainingJobsonandtheothersastheyhadtheirtea.Asexpected,upon

pickingthecallup,hissmileinstantlyvanished.Afrownnowonhisface,Lucianthengrowled,“Getback

here…!”

Hearingtheclearchangeintone,Jobsonwhowasenjoyingsomedessertwaspromptedtoask,“Is

somethingthematter…?”

“ThemenIsentouttohelpGeraldandAidenhavelosttrackofthem,SeniorJobson!”mutteredLucian

withasigh.Still,tothinkthatthey’dmakesuchanamateurishmistakeatsuchacriticalmomentwhen

theywerekeypersonnelofhisfamily.

Laughinginresponse,Jobsonthenreplied,“AndhereIthoughtitwassomethingserious!”

“…Isthisnotseriousenough?GeraldandAidenaredealingwiththemilitaryhere…Whatifsomething

happenstothem?”saidtheworriedLucian.

“Youtrulyunderestimatethatboy,”repliedjobsonashestuffedacupcakeintohismouth.

“WhileIknowthathe’sstrong,thisisthemilitarywe’retalkingabout…Asidefromthetrapsthat

Maddoxhasprobablyalreadypreparedforhim,healsohasaccesstopowerfulweapons…!”saidLucian

asheconsideredcallinghisfriendinthemilitarytostepin.

ExtendinghishandandcuppingitoverLucian’sphone,Jobsonthenreplied,“That’sexactlywhyIsaid

youunderestimatehim.CorrectmeifI’mwrong,butGeraldalonewasabletotakeouttherespected

eldersofthethreemajorfamiliesinYanam,right?”



Noddingslightly,theconfusedLucianwhohadnoideahowthiscontributedtotheconversationsaid,“…

Indeed,andseveralothersinthosefamilieswerekilledaswell.Withouttheirleaders,thethreefamilies

areabouttocompletelycrumble…”

“Isee…Isee…Nowtellme,whichisstronger?Themilitary?Orthethreefamilies?”askedJobsonashe

satbesideLucianwhilegesturingforFujikotobringhimmoredessert.

“Well…thoughthemilitaryhasaccesstomodernweapons,thethreefamilieshavecultivators…With

thatsaid,ifthey’repitagainsteachother,Ifeelthethreefamiliesaredefinitelystronger…”

“Bingo.SoifGeraldwasabletotakethemoutalone,doyoureallythinktheYanammilitarystandsa

chanceagainsthim?Truthbetold,hadyourmenmanagedtotailhimalltheway,Ifeeltheymayhave

endedupburdeninghimmorethanbeingahelp!”repliedJobsonwithasatisfiedsmile,knowingthat

Lucianfinallyunderstoodhispoint.

Smackinghisforehead,Lucianwhowasnowfeelingmuchbetterthensaid,“…Igetit.TothinkthatI’d

overlooksomethinglikethis!Allthatworrywasfornaught!”

“Iagree.Eitherway,let’sjustwaitforhisreturn.Evenifhefailstorescuehertoday,I’msurehe’llbe

abletoobtainsomerelevantnews,”repliedIobsonashecontinuedeating.

RealizingthatJobsonwasalmostfinishedwithhisplateofdesserts,Lucianturnedtolookathisbutler

beforesaying,“GetmoredessertforSeniorJobson.”

“I’mgood.Whilethedessertsaregood,I’mafraidImaygettiredofthemifIhaveanymore.Withthat

said,doyouhaveanytea?”askedJobson.

“Ofcourse!Greenorblack?”repliedLucianwithanenthusiasticnod.
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“Eitherwilldo.Still,allofyoutrulyunderestimatehimThatboy’swaystrongerthananyofyoucould

everimagine…”saidJobsonashenonchalantlywavedhishand.

“…Includingme?”askedFujikoasshepointedatherself.She,forone,believedthatsheunderstood

Geraldextremelywell.Whileshedidn’tknowwhyhewasthisstrong,afterspendingsomuchtimewith

him,shewasprettysurethatsheknewtheextentofhiscapabilities.

“Butofcourse.Infact,theboyprobablyisn’tawareofhowstrongheiseither,”repliedJobsonwitha

shrugbeforelaughingheartily.Fromthelooksofit,heappearedtohetheonewhoknewGeraldbest

amongtherestofthemthere.Regardless,Jobson’steaarrivedshortlyafterandtheoldmanbegan

drinkingitinsatisfaction.

MovingbacktoGerald,hehadbeenmaintainingasafedistancefromthemilitarycarsthisentiretime.

Feelingslightlyimpatient,AidenwhojustwantedtoknowhowLindsaywasdoingwaspromptedtoask,

“Wherethehellaretheygoing…?It’sbeenalmostanhournow!Allthisisjusttooweird…”

“Abitanxious,aren’twe?Areyouthisimpatientwhenyoucarryoutothermissions?”repliedGerald

withaslightfrown.

“ButLindsay…”mutteredAidenwhoknewbetterthantobehavethewayhecurrentlywas.However,he

simplycouldn’thelpit.Afterall,Lindsaywasn’tsomeonerandomhehadtosave.Sinceemotionswere

involved,Aidencouldn’tdenythatitslightlyaffectedhisprofessionalism.

“Whatabouther?Also,lastIchecked,you’renotthatemotionalaperson.Areyougoingtocommit

suicideifyoufindoutthatshe’sdead?”sneeredGerald.

“I…No,Iwouldn’tgothatfar…”mutteredAidenwhodidn’tdaretofurtherangerGerald.



“Good.Nowbeabitmoreseriousandstopsayingsuchpointlessthings,”repliedGeraldwhocould

sensehowmuchAidenlikedLindsay.Evenso,Aiden’simpulsivenesswouldonlyleadtotheirruin,so

Geraldhadtokeephimincheck.

RecallinghowanxioushehadbeenwhenMilafirstdisappearedandhisfamilygotcaptured,Gerald

remindedhimselfthathehadonlybeenabletostartmakingrescueeffortsafterforcinghimselftocalm

downandthinkthingsthrough.Withthatsaid,beinganxiouswascompletelyuseless.

“Iwasjustventingalittle…”mutteredtheslightlyaggrievedAiden.

BeforeGeraldcouldreply,henoticedthatthemilitarycarshadsuddenlysloweddown.Withthat,he

waspromptedtosay,“Quietdown.They’reabouttomakeamove.”

“Inthisforest…?”mutteredAidenashelookedoutthecarwindow.

“Apparently.Still,it’sawonderwhatthey’replanningtodoallthewayouthere…”repliedGeraldwho

hadafeelingthatLindsaymaybecloseby.Afterall,whyelsewouldMaddoxcometosucharemote

areainthedeadofnight?Addingthattohowvigilanthehadbeenuponleavingthemilitarybase,itwas

evidentthathisactionswerenothingshortofshady.

“Indeed…Regardless,justsaythewordandI’llmakemymove!”declaredAidenratherenthusiastically

asheunsheathedhisarmydagger.

“Relax.Let’sseewhatthey’replanningtodofirst,”repliedGeraldasheslowedthecardown.Though

theywerequiteadistanceaway,Geraldwasstillabletoclearlyseewhatthesoldierswereupto.

Parkingthecarbytheroad,GeraldthenplacedahandonAiden’sthighbeforewhispering,“Let’sfinally

seewhatthey’reupto.Don’tgetdiscovered.”



Aftergettingoutofthecartogether,Aidenthengulpedasheheldontightlytohisarmydaggerwhile

saying,“Loudandclear.”

AsforMaddox,hehadnoideathatthetwowerekeepinganeyeonhim.Afterall,tohim,hisplanwas

perfect,sotherewasnowayGeraldwouldbeabletolearnaboutallthis.Tillheeventuallyreleasedthe

news,hewascertainthatonlyafewpeoplewouldevenknowaboutthisplace.
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EventhoseguardingtheplacehadnoideawhoLindsayactuallywas,whichwaswhyMaddoxwasso

surethatnobodywouldbeabletoexposetheincidenttillhereleasednewsabouthercapture.

Everythingwasgoingtobeperfect!

Whateverthecasewas,aftergettingoutofthecar,Maddoxbeganwalkingdeeperintotheforest,

makingsuretocarefullyavoidallthetrapsthathehadsetup.Sincetheleaderandteammemberwho

hadbeentaskedwithguardingtheplacehadbeeninformedthatMaddoxwascomingover,theywere

alreadywaitingforhimbythetimehewalkedover.

Watchingastheyquicklyjoggedovertogreethim,Maddoxwhowasnowholdingontoanumbrella

lookedaroundbeforeasking,“So,how’sthesituation?”

“Imean…Nobodywouldevercometosucharemoteplace…Forgethumans,bothofusbarelyevensee

birdshere!”repliedtheleaderasheshookhishead.

“Isthathowyoushouldreporttoasuperior…?!”growledMaddox.

“N-no,sir!Nothinghappened!”repliedthefrightenedleaderasheimmediatelystraightenedhis

posture.

“Good.Eitherway,I’vebroughtyoursuppliesfortomorrowsothatIdon’thavetocomeoverinthe

morning.ThelessIcomehere,thelowerthechancesofmegettingfoundout,”saidMaddoxashe

gesturedtowardoneofhissoldierswhopromptlywalkedoverwithablackbaginhand.



“Weappreciateit,deputycaptain,”repliedtheleaderashetookthebagwithanod.

Noddinginresponse,Maddoxthenturnedtolookatthesoldierswhohadjustgottenoutofthecars

beforeordering,“Alright,gettowork.Everythingneedstobesetupwithinthreedays.Ican’twaitany

longer!”

Followingthat,Maddoxcouldn’thelpbutimagineGeraldfallingintooneofhistrapsuponenteringthe

forest.Unabletomoveaninch,Maddoxwouldthenorderhishiddenmentobeginshootingattheboy!

Therewasnowayhewasgoingtosurvivethat!

“Abouttime!”yelledMaddoxwithglee,onlytorealizethathehadyelledhisthoughtsout!

Lookingathismen,Maddoxthenclearedhisthroatbeforesaying,“…Eitherway,it’seightnow.We’llbe

leavingatmidnight,somakehaste,orI’lldeductyourallowances!”

“R-rightaway,deputycaptain!”declaredthesoldiersastheyrushedtostartwork,notwantingtheir

salariestobecut.

Forcingasmile,theleaderthenwalkeduptoMaddoxbeforesaying,“So…wouldyouliketocomein

andhaveaseat,deputycaptain…?”

Ignoringthequestion,Maddoxsimplyasked,“Isshedoingfine?”

“Sheis!”declaredtheleader.



“Good.Makesuretofeedherthebareminimumjustsoshedoesn’tstarvetodeath.Thisisaprison,not

ahotel!”growledMaddoxashewalkedintotheroomandlookedattheirondoor.

“W-we’vealreadybeendoingso…Ifwefeedheranyless,she’lldieforsure!Whatmore,thefoodshe’s

beengettingisworsethanwhatstraysarefed…”mutteredtheleaderwhohadalmostgaggedwhenhe

firstsawwhathewassupposedtofeedher.

“Areyoutakingpityonher?”askedMaddoxwitharaisedbrow.

“O-ofcourse,not!I’lldoanythingyouask!”stutteredtheleaderasheshudderedslightly.

Turningaround,Maddoxthensaid,“Tellme…DoyouknowwhyIchoseyoutoguardthisplace?”
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“Ican’tsayIdo…”mutteredtheleaderasheshookhishead.

“It’sbecauseyou’resmarterthantheothers,andIintendtotrainyouifyoudowell.Don’tmissthis

opportunity,”sneeredMaddox.

“T-thankyou,deputycaptain…!Iwon’tletyoudown!”declaredtheleaderwithabroadsmileashe

quicklybeganmassagingMaddox’sshoulders.

Meanwhile,GeraldandAidenwerestillkeepinganeyeonthingsfromtheforestedarea.Gerald,forone,

hadrefrainedfromgettingtooclosetothemsincehewasn’tsurewhethertheyhadinstalledany

surveillancecamerasnearby.

Regardless,afterpayingcloseattentiontohissurroundingsforawhile,Aidenwaspromptedtosay,“…

There’sahouseoverthereIthink…”



Aidenhadonlybeenabletoseethebuilding’soutline,whichexplainedwhyhesoundedslightlyunsure

ofhisstatement.Regardless,uponhearingthat,Geraldwhohadbeensittingonarockforawhilenow

replied,“Indeed…Eitherway,whatdoyouthinkMaddoxplanstodo?Hisactionshavebeenextremely

shadyuptillthispoint…”

“Idon’tknow…Maybehe’stryingtohideacorpse?”

“Withhisrank?Hecould’vejusttoldoneofhisrandomsubordinatestodothedeed.Withthatsaid,he

wouldn’thavecomealongifitwasjusttohideacorpse,”repliedGeraldasheshookhishead.

“Well…whatdoyouthink,then?”askedAiden.

“IfeelthatMaddoxmaybehidingsomethingimportanthere,”repliedGerald,whowasonlyableto

clearlyseetheexteriorofthedesolatehousefromwherehestood.

“CoulditbeLindsay?”askedAiden.

“Wedon’tknowthatyet.”

“Still…Regardless,arewegoingtoeventuallysneakinorarewejustgoingtocontinueobservingfrom

here?”askedAidenasheclenchedhisdagger,fullyreadytoheedGerald’scommands.

“Let’swaitabitmore,”repliedGeraldashecrossedhislegs…

Itwassometimelaterwhenoneofthecarswasdrivenaway.Thankfully,Geraldhadparkedhiscar

behindafewlargetrees,andthedarknessofnightmadeitevenharderforuntrainedeyestodetect.



Eitherway,itwasalmostfourhourslaterwhentheothercarsweredrivenoffaswell.Aftergivingthe

carsagoodlook,Aidencouldn’thelpbutwhisper,“…Something’soff.”

“Elaborate,”repliedGerald.

“Well…it’sbeenrainingthisentiretime,right?”askedAidenashecontinuedstaringatthebootsofthe

cars.

“Forthreedaysinarow,yes.What’syourpoint?”

“I’mgettingtothat…Yousee,whenoneofthecarspassedbyusearlier,Icouldn’thelpbutnoticethat

themudtracesonitstireshadbeenraisedparticularlyhighInotherwords,theyhadprobablybeen

transportingquitealotofheavythingsearlier.Withthatsaid,theitemshaveprobablybeenleftbehind

sinceIwasabletodiscernallthisinthefirstplace,”explainedAiden.

“You’renothalfbad!”exclaimedthesurprisedGeraldashepattedAidenonhisbackHehadn’t

consideredallthisatall!

FeelingslightlyembarrassedtobepraisedbyGerald,thegrinningAidenthensheepishlyscratchedthe

backofhisheadashesaid,“Itwasjustabasicobservation…”

“Regardless,Idon’tthinkweshouldmakeourmovefirst.Still,we’vedefinitelymadequiteabitof

progressjustbylocatingthisplace,”repliedGerald.

“…Huh?Why?”

“Asyousaid,theyprobablyleftabunchofstuffhere.However,iftheyweresimplyleavingthings

behind,whydidtheyhavetospendsomanyhourshere?Thefactthattheyalsoscatteredaroundthe

areathroughouttheirtimehereleadsmetobelievethattheywereprobablyburyingtraps.Let’s

continuetalkingaboutthisoncewe’rebackinthecar,”explainedGeraldashegottohisfeet.
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“…Alright…”mutteredAideninahelplesstone.WhilehehadafeelingthatLindsaywasdefinitelyin

there,sinceGeraldhadprohibitedhimfromentering,therewasnothinghecoulddoaboutit.

Regardless,aftergettingintothecar,Geraldimmediatelybegantailingthemilitarycarsagain.After

drivingforabit,hewaspromptedtosay,“AsIsaid,theyprobablyhavetrapsburiedaroundthearea.

Addingthattothefactthatthereareprobablypeopleguardingthevicinity,I’drathernotriskgetting

caughtwhiletryingtosaveher.Ifwefailandgetnoticed,savingherinthefutureisgoingtobe

increasinglydifficult.”

Shortlyafter,theycaughtuptothemilitarycarsagain,andGeraldquicklysloweddowntokeepasafe

distancefromthem.Bythatpoint,Aidenhadmostlycalmedhimself,leadinghimtomutter,“…Well,at

theveryleast,wenowknowthatLindsayismostprobablyinthere…”

“FromhowshadyMaddoxhasbeen,Iagree,”saidGeraldwithanodastheycontinuedfollowingthe

carstilltheyeventuallyarrivedatthemilitarybase.

Naturally,Geralddidn’tfollowthemin,andinsteadbegandrivingbacktotheGrubbmanor.Itwas

aroundtwointhemorningwhentheyfinallygotback.

Beforeenteringtheirguestrooms,GeraldmadesuretolookatAidenbeforesaying,“Trynottothink

toomuchabouttonightandgetsomerest.”

“Iwill…”repliedAidenwithafirmnod…

Noddinginresponse,Geraldwasjustabouttoenterhisroomwhenthebutlersuddenlyranoverwhile

saying,“Mr.Crawford!Masterhasorderedmetoleadyoutohimthesecondyoureturn!Hesaiditwas

extremelyurgent.”



“What’stheissue?”askedGeraldasheturnedtolookatthebutler.

“I’mnotsureeither.However,followingacallthatmadethemasterfrown,hetoldmetokeepaneye

onthesurveillancesystemandtoalsotellyoutomeetupwithhimthesecondyoureturn,”repliedthe

butlerasheshookhishead.

Frowningslightly,Geraldthenreplied,“Leadtheway,then.”

Withthat,thebutlerthenledtheduotowhereLucianwascurrentlyresting.Thesecondtheyentered,

theywereimmediatelygreetedbyacloudofcigarettesmoke.Lookingattheashtraythatwasbrimming

withcigarettebutts,AidenwhowasworriedthatallthishadsomethingtodowithLindsaywas

promptedtoask,“Youcalledforus,Mr.Grubb?”

“Indeed.IreceivedacallfromMaddoxabouttwohoursago,”repliedLucianashepuffedonhis

cigarette.

“What?Buthewasstillinaremotearealocatedwestofthemilitarybasebackthen…”mutteredGerald

withaslightfrown.

IgnoringGerald’sstatement,Aidenthensaid,“Well,whatdidhesay?”

“Hewasinvitingmeandthosefromafewothermajorfamiliestodiscussthedevelopmentplansofeach

familyoverameal.Maddoxalsostatedthathewantedtotakethechancetogetthefamiliesto

cooperatewitheachotherinordertoimproveYanam’seconomy,”repliedLucian.

Chucklinginresponse,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsay,“Isn’theinchargeoftheYanam’sseas?Why’she

meddlingwiththeeconomy?”



“You’retellingme.Regardless,asyoucanprobablyguess,eventslikethesewereusuallyofficiatedby

theministryoffinanceaswellastheministryofcommerceandindustry.Withthatinmind,since

Maddoxistakingtheinitiativetoruntheeventthistime,Icanonlyassumethathe’suptonogood,”

repliedLucianwithanod.

“Noneedtoevenassume,he’sdefinitelyplanningsomething.Still,sincehewantstoholdapartyso

much,let’sgotogether,”saidGeraldashelitacigarette.

“You…Wanttogotoo?”askedLucian,feelingslightlysurprised.

“Butofcourse!Sincehewantstokillmethatmuch,Imayaswelltakethatchancetomeethim,”replied

Geraldwithasmile.-
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“…Fine,I’llbringyoualong.However,dokeepinmindthatMaddoxhasinvitedpeoplefromseveral

otherfamiliesandcompaniesaswell.Withthatsaid,evenifhemakesthingsdifficultforus,wecan’t

justfighthimthere…”saidLucianinaconcernedtone.

Laughingaloud,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Don’tworry,I’mwellawareofthat!”

“I’mgladtohearthat.Well,puttingthisaside,howdidthingsgoonyourend?Didyoumanagetofind

whereLindsayisbeinglockedup?”askedLucian,pleasedtohearthatGeraldwasn’tplanningtodo

anythingrash.

Hearingthat,Geraldthenbegandetailingeverythingthathadhappenedinthepastfewhours.

Oncehewasdone,thesatisfiedLucianwhonowknewthatGeraldwasn’tthekindofpersonwhodid

thingsimpetuously,waspromptedtosay,“Fromthelooksofit,Lindsayismostprobablybeinglocked

upthere.Still,I’mgladyoudidn’tjustrushin.I’veheardplentyofbadrumorsaboutthatcruelman,and



I’mprettysureyou’dhavetriggeredoneofhistrapsifyouhadattemptedtosaveherearlier.Whatever

thecaseis,let’sresumethisdiscussionafterproperlyconsideringeverything…”

Seeingthattheirconversationwasover,thebutlerclearedhisthroatbeforesaying,“Speakingofwhich,

theauctionisinafewdays.Wouldyouliketostartmakingpreparations,master?”

“Hmm…Hasthemoneybeenprepared?”askedLucian.

“Everything’sbeenprepared,includingthemoney.We’vesentthequotaofpeopleaswell,butthat’s

notwhatImeant.Ifyou’veforgotten,theauctionisbeingheldonasmallislandwithinYanam.With

thatsaid,you’llneedtomakeamoveaboutthreedaysfromnowinordertogetthereadaybeforethe

auctionbegins,”explainedthebutler.

Uponhearingthat,LucianturnedtolookatGeraldasheasked,“Doyouhaveaproblemwiththat?”

“Notatall,Icangoanytime,”repliedGeraldwithashrug.

“ThenafterjoiningMaddox’spartytomorrowandtakingthefollowingdayoff,we’llsetoffearlyforthe

islandonthethirdday,”saidLucianwithanod.

“Anauctiononanisland…?Whatkindofauctionevenisthat…?”askedAiden.

“Longstoryshort,it’sanauctionforcultivators,”explainedGerald.

“Evenifyourefusetodetailit,couldIcomealong…?”askedAidenwhogenuinelywantedtolearnmore

aboutcultivatorsfromthedayhelearnedthatGeraldwasone.



“Unfortunately,weonlyhavethreetickets,”repliedthebutler.

“Isee…Whatapity…”mutteredthedisheartenedAiden.

“However…Ifyoureallywishtogothere,Idon’tmindgivingyoumine.Afterall,I’vealreadypartakenin

multiplesimilarauctionswithmaster,somissingoutononewon’tmeanmuch,”repliedthebutler.

“CanI…?”askedAidenashelookedatbothGeraldandLucian.

“Idon’tmind.Besides,ifmybutlerstays,he’llbeabletoinformusifanythinggoeswrong,”replied

Lucianafterthinkingforawhile.

“But…I’mnotexactlyacultivator…IsitreallyfineifIcomealong?”askedAiden,nowfeelingslightly

worried.

“Oh,don’tworryaboutthat.Plentyoftheattendeesaren’tcultivators,yousee.Afterall,asidefrom

itemsthatcultivatorscanuse,rareplantsandmineralswithvariousspecialeffectswillalsobeupfor

auction.Withthatsaid,manyoftheparticipantswillberegularpeoplefromlargefamilies,”explained

Lucian.

“Well,that’sgoodtohear…”mutteredAidenwitharelievedsigh.

“Indeed.Regardless,it’sgettinglate,sogoonaheadandgetsomerest,”repliedLucianwithayawn.

Honestly,hewould’veheadedtobedagesagohadGeraldreturnedearlier!
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Regardless,afterreturningtohisroom,Geraldbeganthinkingaboutallthathadhappenedtonight…



AsforMaddox,hecouldbeseensittingbeforeafewofhisconfidantsinahighendvillanearthe

militarybasewithaglassofredwineinhand.Aftergulpingitdown,hewaspromptedtosay,“Alright,

onceyoureturn,Iwantallofyoutotellyoursubordinatestodresssmartlytomorrow,gotthat?”

“Weknow.Don’tworry,everythinghasalreadybeenwellprepared.Thingswillsurelybeperfect

tomorrow,”repliedoneoftheconfidantsafterlookingattheothers.

“Still…AreyoureallysurethatGeraldwillcomeovertomorrow,deputycaptain?”askedabald

confidant.

“Whywouldn’the?”repliedMaddoxashepouredhimselfanotherglassofwine.

“Imean…EversinceheenteredYanam,we’velostallnewsregardinghim…”mutteredthebaldmanina

slightlyworriedtone.He,forone,hadbeenbyMaddox’ssideforthelongesttime,whichwaswhyhe

didn’tfeartalkingabouthisworries.

“Whilethat’sagoodquestion,whydon’tyoustartconsideringwhereGeraldcould’vegonetoeversince

hearrived?Afterall,hecouldn’thavejustbeensleepingonthestreetsthisentiretime,right?”replied

Maddoxasheplacedhiswineglassdown.

“Well…maybehe’sbeensleepinginahostelorguesthouse…?”saidthebaldman.

“Ormaybehe’satafriend’shouse,”addedanotherconfidant.

“Thoughthosearedefinitelyviablesuggestions,allofyouhaveignoredthefactthatit’sbeenabouta

weeksincewe’vecapturedLindsay.Withthatinmind,I’msuretheGrubbswould’vealreadyheard

aboutthis.SinceGeraldwould’vesurelytakenthechancetomeetupwiththeGrubbsuponarriving,I

havereasontobelievethatLucianwould’veaskedforhishelptosavethegirl.Duetothefactthathe



knowsLindsay,Geraldwouldsurelybecompelledtoassist.Littledoesheknowthatshe’sinour

possession!”declaredthesmilingMaddoxinaconfidenttone.

“Iunderstandnow!”

“Youtrulyarethesmartestpersonwithinourmilitarybase,deputycaptain!”exclaimedMaddox’s

subordinateswhohadn’tevencomeclosetoseeingthewayMaddoxsawthings.Truthbetold,theyhad

beenwonderingwhyhewantedtoorganizeabusinesspartyoutoftheblue.Afterall,hehadn’tdone

anythinglikethatinthepast.Now,everythingwasclearasday.

“Flatterywillgetyounowhere.Regardless,justfollowandlearnfrommeandIassureyouthatyou’llall

bepromotedinnotime!Bythatpoint,I’llexpectallofyoutobeabletothinkcriticallyandhandleother

affairsforme.That’stheonlywayyou’llimprove!”declaredMaddoxashepointedatthem.

“Weawaitourpromotions!”yelledthemenastheybowedtowardMaddox.

“Wellsaid.Eitherway,makesuretocheckforanyimperfectionstomorrow!Everythingneedstobe

perfect!IfGeralddarestocomeover,we’llfinallybeabletocapturehim!Followingthat,I’llhave

Lindsaykilledrightbeforehisveryeyes!”declaredMaddox.

Afterthemeetingwasadjourned,Maddoxcouldn’thelpbuthumashereturnedtohisroom.He,for

one,wassurethatGeraldwouldn’tbeabletoescapehisgraspthistime,nomatterhowstronghewas.

Unfortunatelyforhim,Geraldhadalreadyseen

Throughallhisplans.

Fastforwardtothenextday,Geralduncharacteristicallyremainedinbedpastdawn.Afterall,nowthat

hehadmomentarilyputresearchonYearningIslandasideandhealreadyhadquiteabitofinformation

onLinday’scase,hedidn’thavemuchtodobutwaittoparticipateinMaddox’spartythatnight.

Perhapshecouldgetmoreinformationthere.



Lyinginbed,hecouldn’thelpbutthinkaboutallthathehadgonethroughinthepastfewmonthsjust

tolearnmoreaboutYearningIsland.
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Innotimeatall,eveningcame,andGeraldgothimselfcleanedbeforechangingintoanicesetofclothes.

ThoughtheeventwasorganizedbyMaddox,apartywasaparty,sohehadtomakesurethathewasat

leastwelldressed.

Regardless,onceLucianwasprepared,bothofthemleftthemanortoheadtoMaddox’svillawherethe

partywasbeingheld.Thevillaitselfwasonlytwostreetsawayfromthemilitarybase,sosoldierscould

beseenpatrollingtheareaalldaylong.

AsidefromMaddox,thishigh-endvillaneighborhoodwasalsowheremostofthemilitaryleaders

includingCarterstayed.Ratherthanbeinginterconnected,eachofthevillaswasbuiltindividuallywith

separateaccesspathsandsmallgardens.

Whateverthecasewas,uponenteringthecar,Lucianinsteadoftellingthedrivertostartthecarupwas

promptedtolookatGeraldbeforeasking,“Honestly,doyouthinkweshouldbringafewotherswithus?

Afterall,ifMaddoxisreallyattemptingtosetusup,I’llendupburdeningyousinceyou’llhavetofocus

onprotectingme…”

“WhileIseewhereyou’recomingfrom,intheend,IfeelthatI’llhavetoprotectbothofyouinsteadof

youalone!Withthatsaid,bringingmorepeoplealongisonlygoingtobemoretroublesomeforme,”

repliedGeraldwhoknewthathewasatleastcapableofprotectingLucianaslongashewasalonefrom

themostdangerousofsituations.

“Isee..Well,I’llbeinyourcare,then…”mutteredLucianbeforechucklingawkwardly.

“Indeed.Eitherway,let’sgomeethimalready,”repliedGeraldasheleanedagainsthisseatbefore

closinghiseyes.Hearingthat,Lucianthennoddedathisdriver,andthecarcametolifejustseconds



later.

Meanwhile,Maddoxcouldbeseenpuffingonacigarinhisvillaashestoodbeforetwentysniper

soldierswhomhehadspeciallychosenfortonightabouttwodaysago.

Knowinghowcapabletheyeachwere,Maddoxcouldn’thelpbutsay,“Trulyelitesamongelites…”

Hearingthat,hisconfidantsteppedforwardbeforereporting,“I’vealreadygiventhemanentireday’s

worthofspecialtrainingforthisevent,deputycaptain!OnceGeraldappears,they’lldefinitelybeready

tosnipehishead!”

“AndwhotoldyouthatIwantedGeralddead?”repliedMaddoxwitharaisedbrow.

“Huh…?But…thenwhydidyouorganizethispartyandrequestforallthesesnipers…?”askedthe

puzzledconfidantwhohadassumedthateverythinghadbeenpreparedthiswaytofinishGeraldoff.

“Useyourheadanddon’taskthingsyoushouldn’t!”grumbledMaddoxashestubbedhiscigaragainst

hisconfidant’sneck!

Flinchingfromthesearingpain,theconfidantthenbackedawayasMaddoxpuffedintohiscigarand

ordered,“Alright,enoughdilly-dallying!Headtoyourrespectivepositionsandprepareyourselves!

Remember,nobodyshootsunlessIgivetheorder!”

Bythetimethetwentysnipersgotintopositionallaroundthevilla,theskywasalreadystartingto

darken.Moreandmoreguestswerestartingtoarriveaswell,andallofthemwerediscussingwhy

Maddoxhadinvitedthemthere.Whiletheywereallconfused,allofthemhadstillrushedoversince

theywerewellawareofhowhighMaddox’sstatuswas,beingthedeputycaptainandall.



StandingontheVilla’stopfloor,Maddoxplacedhishandagainstawindowashepeereddown,

constantlyonthelookoutforGerald’sarrival.Whenhefinallysawtheyouthexitingacar,Maddox

instantlysmiledasheslammedhisfistontothewindowsill.

Takinginadeepbreath,hethensaidinasinistertone,“Gerald…!SoyoureallywerewiththeGrubbs…!”
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MovingbacktoGerald,heandLuciancouldbeseenwalkingintothevilla,leavingtheirdriverbehindin

thecar.

UponseeingLucian,everyoneinthevillaimmediatelycuppedtheirhandsastheygreeted,“Mr.Grubb!”

ThoughtheGrubbsdidn’thavethebestpropertiesinthecountry,theywerestillacultivatingfamily,so

theyweredefinitelyworthyofrespect.

Regardless,Luciansimplysmiledashereplied,“Evening,everyone.”

“Who’sthatyoungman,Mr.Grubb?Andwhere’sFrey?”askedoneofthemembersinthecrowd,

promptingeveryonetolookatGerald.TheywererightfullycurioussinceLucianwaswellknownfor

bringingFreyalongregardlessoftheevent.Noteven

Hisbiologicalsonsweregivensucharight.

Fightingtheurgetofrownuponhearinghisson’sname,Lucianquicklymanagedtocalmhimselfbefore

replying,“ThisisGeraldCrawford,andhe’sanimportantguestofmyfamily.Ibroughthimoverinhopes

ofintroducinghimtoallofyou.”

“G-Gerald…?!”exclaimedseveralpeoplefromthecrowd,makingitclearthattheyallrecognizedthe

name.Thenagain,itwasimpossibletoforgetafterthatpersonwreakedhavocintheircountryback

then.



Sensinghowtenseeveryonesuddenlywas,Geraldquicklycuppedhishandsbeforesaying,“Greetings.

I’mnewtothisplace,soI’llbeinyourcarefromnowon!”)

Uponhearingthatthiswashisfirsttimehere,everyoneimmediatelybreathedasighofrelief.Sincethey

hadonlyheardaboutGerald’sname,theyquicklyassumedthatthisyouthonlysharedthesamename

astheothermoredangerousGerald.Withthatinmind,afewpeoplefromthecrowdbegansaying,“But

ofcourse!AguestoftheGrubbsisaguestofours!Feelfreetoaskforhelpshouldyouneedanyinthe

future!”

“Indeed!Asidefromyourgoodtemperament,youlookratherhandsomeaswell!I’msureyou’llbean

evenfinermaninthefuture!”

Aftertheduowalkedthroughtheseaofcompliments,thecrowdslowlybegansharingdetailsaboutthe

propertiestheyowned,withsomeevenstartingtodiscusspotentialcollaborations.

Thoughthescenegotrathernoisy,thesecondMaddoxshowedhimself,everyoneinstantlywentsilent.

MomentarilylookingatGerald,Maddoxthenpretendednottoseetheyouthbeforeenthusiastically

declaring,“Greetings,everyone!Pleasemovetothebanquethall…”

WhilehedefinitelynoticedMaddox’sleer,Geraldsimplychosetoignoreit.

Eitherway,thetwothousandsquarefeetbanquethallwaslocatedbesidethevilla,andMaddoxusually

usedtheareaforeitherorganizingsocialactivitiesformembersofthemilitaryorforentertainingguests.

Aseveryonebeganwalkingtowardthehall,LucianandGeraldmadesuretolagbehindthegroup.Once

mostofthemhadwalkedpastthehall’sdoors,Luciantookthechancetowhisper,“Isanything

wrong…?”



“Whatdoyouthink?”repliedGeraldwithasubtlesmile.

Gerald,forone,hadalreadysensedthepresenceofseveralsnipersfromthemomenthearrivedatthe

villa,andhewasprettysurethattherewereevenmorethathehadn’tpinpointedyet.Maddoxhad

definitelypreparedalargesurpriseforGerald.

Noddinginresponse,Lucianthensighedbeforesaying,“Justbecareful…Ifnecessary,notifymeofany

dangerinadvancesothatIdon’tendupburdeningyoutoomuch…”

“Don’tworry,there’shardlyanydanger,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

Regardless,onceeveryoneenteredthehallincludingGeraldandLucian,thedoorstothebanquethall

wereslowlyclosed.
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Thesecondthathappened,thesniperswhohadbeenlyinginambushimmediatelyrushedtowardthe

banquethall’sexterior,efficientlysurroundingtheareainnotimeflatastheypatientlyawaited

Maddox’scommandfromtheoutside.

Meanwhile,insidethebanquethall,Maddoxclearedhisthroatbeforedeclaring,“Thankyouallfor

attendingtonight!Whilesomemaysaythatthemilitaryshouldn’tbeinvolvedwiththecountry’s

economy,Isayotherwise!We’retruthfullyinterestedinknowinghowyou‘realldevelopingaswell!

Withthatsaid,letusbegindiscussingthenextstepinimprovingYanam’seconomy!”

Ashesaidallthat,MaddoxmadesurenottoevenlookatGeraldforfearthathistrueintentionswould

endupgettingexposed.Thatidiotwouldfinallybehis…!

UnfortunatelyforMaddox,Geraldhadalreadyseenthroughallhisplans.



Whateverthecasewas,MaddoxthenturnedtolookatLucianmakingsuretocasuallyglanceatGerald

intheprocessbeforeadding,“Whydon’twestartwithyou,Lucian?Dosharewhatthenextstepfor

yourfamilyis!”

“ThoughtheGrubbsdon’thavethatmanypropertieswhencomparedtotheothershere,I’mhonestly

satisfiedaslongasIcankeepthemupandrunning.Withthatsaid,myfamily’sjustgoingtocontinue

doingwhatit’salwaysdone.However,wearen’tagainstchange,sodoshareyourplanswithus!”

repliedLucianwhohadmomentarilybeencaughtoffguardasherepliedinabureaucraticmanner.

“Wellsaid!Whatabouttheothers?”saidMaddoxwithanod,clearlynotplanningtodoanythingjust

yet.

“Idohavesomethingsplanned.Eversince‘that’incident,thethreemajorfamilies’propertieshave

beenonthedecline.Ifwejustcontinueignoringthat,oureconomycouldbenegativelyaffected!With

thatsaid,sincemyfamily’sinthefoodindustry,I’mplanningtoacquireallthefoodfactoriesbelonging

totheJewells.Whatdoyouthink?”askedamiddleagedmanwhowasdonningasuitratherloudly.

“Ithinkit’sanexcellentidea!Ifyouneedanything,donotifymeandthemilitarywilltryourbestto

fulfillyourneeds!”repliedMaddoxwithouttheslightesthesitation.Afterall,hedidn’thavemuch

interestinwhodidthejob.Still,hewasn’tagainstobtaininglongtermbenefitsfromthembyhelping

themnow.

“Iappreciatethefeedback,deputycaptain!”declaredthemiddleagedmanwithabow.

“Asformyfamily,wedon’thaveanyplanstofurtherdevelopyet,sowe’llbedoingthesameasthe

Grubbs.Evenso,I’dstillappreciatehelpfromthemilitary!”saidanothermiddleagedman.

“Butofcourse,we’llhelp!Justcontactmysecretarywheneveryouneedaid!”repliedMaddox.

“That…”mutteredthemiddleagedman,feelingrightfullypuzzled.Afterall,throughouthismanyyears



doingbusiness,notoncehadbegotteninvolvedwiththosefromthemilitary.YethereMaddoxwas,

tellinghimtojustcontacthissecretary.Sincewhenhadthemilitarystartedgettinginvolvedwith

Yanam’seconomy?Itcertainlydidn’thelpthatMaddoxsoundedseriousaboutallthis!

“Hmm?Anyquestions?”askedMaddox.

“No,I…wasjustwonderinghowIshouldrepayyouforyourhelp!”repliedthemiddleagedmanafter

quicklymakingsomethingup,knowingthathe’dgetintotroubleifherevealedhistruethoughts.

Laughinginresponse,Maddoxsimplysaid,“We’reallpeopleofYanam,arewenot?I’mjustdoingmy

partasacitizen!Also,Ithoughtthatthiswouldbeagoodchancetogettoknowyouguys,sodon’t

worryaboutrepayingmyaid!”

“Hear!Hear!”declaredeveryone,unabletohelpthemselvesfrombreathingsighsofrelief…-
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“Regardless,enoughtalk!Youcancontactmysecretarywhenthetimecomes,butfornow,digin!No

needtoholdbackjustbecauseI’mthedeputycaptain!”declaredMaddoxwithawaveofhishand,

promptingseveralservantstobeginservingdishesanddrinks.

“Asifeverything’sthatsimple…Ifhiswordsweregenuine,thentheMaddoxwe’relookingatisa

fake..!”sneeredLucianinasofttone.

“Eitherway,we’llseehowthingsgo.Still,Idon’tthinkhe’llbedaringenoughtocauseamessbeforeso

manypeople,”repliedGeraldashebeganeating.

“Aren’tyouworriedthathe’lltrytopoisonyou…?”mutteredLucianinaslightlyconcernedtone.



“Evenifhedoes,hispoisonprobablywon’taffectmeatall.Remember,I’mnoordinaryperson,”replied

Geraldwithasmile.

“…You’reright.Well,IguessI’lldiginaswell!”saidLucianwhohadn’tconsideredthatearlier.Only

someonewithhighcultivationlikeGeraldwould’vebeenabletoobtaintheDevotionMirrorinthefirst

place.Withthatsaid,ordinarypoisonswoulddefinitelybeineffectiveonsomeonelikehim!

Eitherway,Geraldquicklyfinishedhismealbeforeraisinghishandashesaid,“Deputycaptain?CouldI

haveanotherset?I’mnotquitefullyet!”

Thoughhehadn’texpectedGeraldtojustcallouttohimlikethat,Maddoxsimplysmiledashefaced

oneoftheservantsbeforeordering,“Butofcourse!Servethatboymorefood!”

ToMaddox,thefactthatGeraldhadusedsuchafriendlytonetospeakwithhimmust’vemeantthathe

wascompletelyunawareofhisplans.Withthatinmind,Maddoxdidn’tmindhumoringGerald’srequest.

Afterall,theboywasgoingstraighttohelloncehewasfull!

Afterthinkingaboutthatforabit,MaddoxturnedtolookatLucianbeforesaying,“Lucian!”

“Yes?CanIdoanythingforyou,deputycaptain?”askedLucianasheloweredhisforkandspoon.

“Indeed!NowthatIthinkaboutit,who’sthatyoungmanbesideyou?Idon’trecallseeinghimbefore

this,”repliedMaddoxashelookedatGerald.

“Hmm?Oh,hisnameisGeraldCrawford,andhe’saguestoftheGrubbs.Sincehisfamilyownsquitea

numberofpropertiesinWeston,Ibroughthimovertowidenhishorizons.Whoknows,hecouldendup

collaboratingwithsomeofthebosseshere!”explainedLucian.



“Oh?IheardthatcompaniesfromWestonareknownfortheirhonestyandintegrity!”

“Samehere!I’mupforacollaboration!”exclaimedseveralofthosepresent.

AllofthemknewthatLucianwouldn’tjustbringsomeonerandomover.Withthatsaid,thoughLucian

hadn’tspecifiedthekindsofpropertiesGerald’sfamilyowned,theattendeeswereprettysurethatthey

werebigones.Afterall,whyelsewouldLuciantreatGeraldsorespectfully?

“GeraldCrawford…?Wasn’tthatthenameofthepersonwhohadcausedquiteabitofchaosinour

countryawhileback?”repliedMaddoxwithaslightfrown,stillpretendingthathewasn’tawareofwho

Geraldwas.

Hearingthat,GeraldthengottohisfeetbeforecuppinghishandsbeforeMaddoxashesaid,“Iassure

youthatwejustsharethesamename,deputycaptain.Afterall,notonlyisthismyfirsttimeinYanam,

butI’malsomerelyanordinaryperson!There’snowayI’deverbeabletocauseanysortofchaos!”

“…Isee!Trueenough,plentyofpeopleontheplanetsharethesamename!Eitherway,I’mquite

interestedinWeston,sowhydon’tyoustaybackandintroducemetosomeofyourpropertiesafterthe

party?Whoknows,IcouldfacilitateyourcollaborationswiththoseinYanam!”sneeredMaddox.
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ThoughLucian’shandsinstantlybegantrembling,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Whynot?Imayaswelltake

thechancetolearnmoreaboutYanamaswell!”

Uponhearingthat,Luciancouldn’thelpbutwhisper,“Whyonearthwouldyoupromisehimthat…?!”

“Don’tworryaboutit.Sincehewantsmetostaysomuch,I’lljustoblige,”repliedGeraldwithafaint

smile.



“Still…Allowmetoremindyouthatwe’restillprettyclosetothemilitarybase,sodon’tdoanything

unnecessarytohim.Remember,Lindsayisverylikelyinhishands,soifyoukillhim,wemayneverbe

abletogetherback!”mutteredLucianwhoknewthatGeraldwasn’teasilydissuaded.

“Copythat,”repliedGeraldwithaslightnod.

“Goodtoknow…Eitherway,I’llbetryingmybesttostaybackwithyou,”repliedLucianasheresumed

eating,notwantingMaddoxtofindhimsuspicious.

Shortlyafter,Geraldfinishedhismealandleanedagainsthisseatwithhiseyesclosed.Thoughhe

lookedlikehehaddozedoff,thetruthwas,Geraldwasactivelyspreadingouthisessentialqitogeta

bettergraspofwhatwashappeningaroundthemansion.

Bythetimehewasdone,Geraldsensedthepresenceoftwentysnipersandoverahundredspecial

forcessoldiersaroundthearea.Therewasapparentlyagroupofpeoplesurroundingthebanquethall’s

exterioraswell.

SeeingalltheeffortMaddoxhadmadetotraphim,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsmile.Itwouldberudeof

himnottostayback.

Meanwhile,MaddoxwhowasunawareofwhatGeraldwasdoingcouldbeseentalkingandlaughing

withtheentrepreneursandpatriarchswhomhehadinvited.Whileitwastruethathehadsetallthisup

justtodealwithGerald,hewasn’tabouttopassupthechancetogetintothesepeoples’goodbooks.

Withtheirsupport,hewouldsurelyhaveaneasiertimesnatchingCarter’spositionfromhiminthe

future…!

Regardless,thepartysoonendedandalmosteveryonewasleftsatisfied.Afterall,Maddoxwas

providingthemwithbenefitsunlikeanyothermilitaryofficialhaddoneinthepast!Ofcourse,theywere

wellawarethatthey’dhavetoreturnmorecommissionstohiminexchange.However,sincetheywere

stillgoingtobeearningmuchmoreanyway,theydidn’tfindsharingapartoftheirearningstoMaddox

assomethingunprofitable.



Withnothingelsetotalkabout,thedrunkenmiddleagedmenthenhobbledoutofthebanquethall

whilesaying,“Well…We’llbetakingourleavefirst,deputycaptain…!We’llsurelypayyouavisitonce

we’refreeinthefuture…!”

Naturally,thesoldiersoutsidehadlongretreatedbeforethemenevenleftthebuilding.

Whateverthecasewas,uponhearingthat,Maddoxwalkeduptothemwithasmileashereplied,“Feel

freetocomeanytimeyouwant!I’llbesuretokeepallofyoucompany!”

Oncehehadsentallofthemoff,Maddox’ssmileinstantlyvanishedashenoddedathisconfidant

beforegesturingtowardGeraldwhowasstillinthehall.Seeinghiscue,theconfidantthengothiswalkie

-talkieoutbeforetellingthesniperstogetready.

Followingthat,MaddoxreturnedtothebanquethallandsatbesideLucianbeforesaying,“Youknow,

it’sgettingratherlate,Lucian.Whydon’tyouheadbackfirst?Don’tworry,I’llhavesomeonedrivehim

homeonceI’mdonetalkingtohim.”

“Withallduerespect,Gerald’snewtothisplace,sohe’sstillunawareofmanyofourcustoms.Because

ofthat,IinsistthatIsay,”repliedLucianwithaslightlyawkwardsmile,notwantingtooffendMaddox.

“It’sfine,isn’tit?Intheend,wewereallonceordinarypeoplewhoworkedourwayup,soIcouldn’t

carelessaboutformalities.Besides,it’snotlikewe’regoingtohaveanimportanttalkoranything.It’s

justgoingtobeafriendlychat,”repliedMaddoxinanannoyedtone.

“…Fine…Then…CanIatleastwaitoutside…?”mutteredLucianinresignation.
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“Justheadbackfirst.I’llgetsomeonetosendhimhomelater,”repliedMaddoxwithawaveofhishand.



Thoughhewasclearlyworried,allLuciancoulddowasnodasheslowlyleftthearea.Onhiswayout,

however,herecalledwhatJobsonhadsaidregardingGerald’sstrength.Iftheboywasstrongenoughto

takeouttheeldersofthethreemajorfamilies,thenMaddoxwasprobablynothingtohim.Thethought

ofthatdefinitelyhelpedLucianrelaxabitmore.

Regardless,onceLucianwasgone,Maddoxlitacigarettebeforeclearinghisthroatashesaid,“So…Any

ideawhyItoldyoualonetostayback?”

“Hmm?Nottheslightestidea,”repliedGeraldinanindifferenttoneashelithisowncigarettebefore

turningtolookatMaddox.

“Well,notonlydoeseveryonenowknowthatyou’restayingbackwithme,butthey’realsoawarethat

you’reLucian’sguest!Withthatsaid,shouldanythinghappentome,theGrubbswillsurelysuffer!”

scoffedMaddoxashecrossedhislegs,soundinglikehehadeverythingundercontrol.

“Youmakeafairpoint,”repliedGerald.

“Ofcourse,Ido.Eitherway,allowmetosaythatIreallyhadn’texpectedyoutobedaringenoughto

returntoYanam.Justsoyouknow,thesecondwesawyououtatsea,myfirstactionwastoproposeto

Cartertosendoutafleettoendyou!Tothinkthatthatcowardofamanwouldrejectmyidea!Hadhe

simplylistenedtome,youwould’vebeendeadbynow!Youhavenorighttobesittingbeforeme,got

that?!”growledMaddox.

Thoughhesaidthat,hecouldn’thelpbutfeelthankfulthatCarterhadrejectedhisideabackthen.After

all,hadGeralddiedthen,Maddoxprobablywasn’tgoingtogethischancetoreplaceCarterascaptain

byclaimingthegloryofkillingGeraldhimselfthissoon.Whilehewasnolongerthatangeredbyhim,

MaddoxwasstilldisgustedbyCarter’scowardice.

Eitherway,uponhearingthat,Geraldsimplypretendedtobeinnocentashesaid,“Comeagain?Idon’t

getwhatyou’resayingatall!”



“Oh,cuttheact.We’retheonlyonesherenow,”repliedMaddoxwithawaveofhishand.

Notevenbotheringtoplayalonganymore,GeraldwhotrulyfeltthatwhatMaddoxwasdoingwas

meaninglesssimplyasked,“Fine,fine…Regardless,whydoyouwantmedeadthatmuch?”

“Gladyouasked.Oncenewsaboutmekillingyouspreads,I’llsurelybepromotedtocaptain!”said

Maddoxashegotupbeforeslowlywalkingaroundtheboy.

“Doit,then,”repliedGeraldasheplacedhishandsagainsthischair’sarmrestswhileleaningback.

“WhileI’dloveto,I’mgoingtobetheprimesuspectifIkillyouhere.Nottoworry,you’lldefinitelyfall

intomyhandsinthenextfewdays,”saidMaddoxasheshookhishead.

“Yousoundprettysureofyourself.”

“Forgoodreason.Regardless,knowthatwhenthetimecomes,you’llsurelycometomeobediently,”

repliedMaddox.

“Ilookforwardtoit,then.Nowifyou’llexcuseme,I’llbetakingmyleave,deputycaptain,”saidGerald

ashegottohisfeetbeforetossinghiscigarettebuttontothefloor.Thesecondhewalkedout,however,

hewasimmediatelygreetedbythesightoftwentyarmedmen,allofthemaimingtheirsniperriflesat

him.
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“Abitoverprepared,don’tyouthink?”scoffedGeraldbeforechuckling.



“Can’tbehelped.Afterall,Ihadseveralprestigiousguestsovertoday.HavetomakesureIkeepthem

safe,youknow?Eitherway,stepasideandlethimleave,”repliedMaddox.

“Roger!”declaredthesnipersbeforemakingwayforGerald.

Simplyshakinghishead,Geraldthenwalkedoutofthevillaaseveryonewatchedhimleave.

Shortlyafter,Maddox’sconfidantinchedovertoMaddox’ssidebeforewhispering,“…Um…Deputy

captain…?Thatwasourbestshotofkillinghim…!Whydidyoujustlethimofflikethat…?”

Smackingthebackofhisconfidant’shead,Maddoxthengrumbled,“DoIhavetospelleverythingout?

Today’sgoalwasjusttoseewhoGeraldhadbeenstayingwith!ThelastthingIwantisforhimto

continuebeingoffradar!Puttingthataside,ifwedealwithhimnow,notonlywilltheGrubbsbeafter

ourheads,butWestonasawholewillalsobegivingustrouble!”

“I…Igetitnow…!You’replanningtogetridofhimoncehefindsoutthatwehaveLindsayandattempts

tosaveher,right…?”whimperedtheconfidantashecoveredhishead.

“Bingo.Ifwetakehimoutlikethatandeverythinggoesperfectly,thenhisdeathwillbecalleda

‘mysteriousdisappearance’thatwon’timplicateus!”saidMaddoxashewatchedGeraldfinallyleavehis

sight.

MovingbacktoGerald,hehadbarelyleftthevillawhenhesawtheGrubbfamily’scarparkednottoo

faraway.UponseeingGerald,Lucianimmediatelygotoutofthecarbeforeasking,“Thatwasfast.Why

didyouleavesoquickly?Didhemakethingsdifficultforyou?”

“Puttingthataside,whydidn’tyouheadhome,Mr.Grubb?”askedGeraldashegotintothecar.



“Iwasjustworriedforyoursafety…IfiguredthataslongasIwashere,theywouldn’tdaretodo

anythingtoyou,”repliedLucianwithasighofreliefnowthatheknewGeraldwassafe.

“Hewouldn’thavedaredtokillmewithorwithoutyou.Besides,hismenwouldn’thavebeenableto

defeatmeinthefirstplace,”saidGeraldwithoutaworryintheworld.

“His…men?”askedLucian,feelingslightlypuzzled.

Afterall,hehadpreviouslyaskedGeraldifhesensedanydanger,buttheboyhadsimplyshruggedthe

questionoff.

“Indeed.Twentysnipersandaboutahundredspecialforcessoldiers,tobeexact.Theyhadbeenhiding

alloverthevillathisentiretime,”repliedGeraldashepattedthedriver’sshoulder,promptinghimto

startdriving.

“Mygod!”exclaimedtheshockedLucian.

“Don’tworry,itwasalljustforshow.Heprobablywantedtoscaremeorsomething,”repliedGeraldas

herolledthecarwindowdowntolookaround.

“That’sabsolutelyterrifying!HadMaddoxsimplyorderedhissoldierstoopenfire,allofuscould’vedied

thereandthen!”exclaimedLucian,hisforeheadnowdrenchedincoldsweat.

“Relax.Remember,he’sstillthedeputycaptainofYanam’sseas,sohewon’tmakesuchanamateurish

mistake,”repliedGerald.

“Eitherway,let’sheadback…Iwasslightlydrunkearlierbutthisconversationhasfullysoberedme

up…”mutteredLucianasherolledhisownwindowdowntofeelthecoolnightbreezeonhisface.



“Speakingofwhich,InolongerhaveanydoubtsthatLindsayiswithMaddox,”repliedGeraldwithasigh.

“Oh?Didhementionanythingabouther?”askedthesurprisedLucian.
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“HesaidthatI’dfallintohisgraspwithinthenextfewdays,sowhatelsecouldthatimply?”replied

Gerald,honestlyamusedbyhowconfidentMaddoxhadsounded.

“Well,thatprettymuchconfirmsit.Allthethingsyoulearnedthatnightprettymuchpointedtohim

beingtheculpritanyway.Eitherway,what’sthenextstep?Withhowconfidentheseemswithhisplan,

youshouldreallyrefrainfromactingrashly…”mutteredLucianinaworriedtone.

“I’lljustwaitforhimtotellmethenews,”repliedGeraldashelookedoutthewindow.

Itwasnearingmidnightwhentheyfinallygotbacktothemanor.Thesecondtheygotoutofthecar,

Aidenimmediatelyrushedout,yelling,“Gerald!”

Thebutlerwhohadtwoumbrellasinhandsoonranoutaswell,callingout,“Master!”

UponstandingbeforeGerald,Aidenimmediatelyadded,“Whydidn’tyoutellmeyouleft?Icould’ve

followedtogiveextraprotection!”

“WhileIappreciatethethought,you’dprobablyendupneedingmyprotectioninstead,”repliedGerald

withachuckleashepattedAiden’sshoulder.

“Heavyrainisapparentlygoingtopersistforanotherweek,master.Withthatsaid,I’vealready

preparedsomethickclothesforallofyou.Thatway,youwon’tgettoocoldduringtheauction,”saidthe

butlerashehandedanumbrellatoGeraldbeforeraisingtheotheraboveLucian’shead.

“Letitrain.It’sraretogetsuchlongperiodsofheavyrainanyway,”repliedLucian.



“Indeed.Regardless,didMaddoxmakethingsdifficultforbothofyou…?”askedthebutlerasthegroup

beganwalkingbackintothemanor.

“Nottoomuch,thoughhedidhaveseveralmenlyinginwait…”mutteredLucianwhocouldn’thelpbut

shiveratthethought.

“Iassumehedidsooutofworrythathisguestswouldfindthemselvesindanger,”repliedthebutler

wholackedthecontextthatGeraldandLucianhad.

“Isupposeyou’reright,”saidGerald,endingtheconversation.

Sinceitwasalreadypastmidnightbythetimetheyenteredthemanor,Lucianchosenottosaymuch

andsimplyreturnedtohisroomguidedbyhisbutlertorest.Thepartyhadgivenhimenoughscaresfor

onenight.

Geraldhimselfreturnedtohisguestroom,followedbyAiden.Hanginghiscoatinthecloset-andseeing

thatAidenhadnointentionsofleaving,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“Notplanningtogetsomerest?”

“Ialreadytookanapintheafternoon,soI’vehadplentyofrest.Regardless…Didyoumanagetogather

anyclueswhileyouwerethere?”askedAidenasheshookhisheadbeforepullingachairoutforGerald

tositon.

“Whatcluesareyouhopingfor?”repliedGeraldashepouredhimselfaglassofwater.

“CluesregardingMissLawrence,ofcourse!”saidAiden.

“IguessIdidmanagetogathersomething.”



“Goon…”mutteredtheanxiousAiden.

“Well,it’sconfirmedthatLindsayhasbeencapturedbyhim,”repliedGeraldashegesturedforAidento

sitbesidehim.

Aftertakingaseat,AidenwaitedpatientlyforGeraldtocontinue…However,theyouthshowednosigns

ofhavinganythingelsetosay.Withthat,Aideneventuallyasked,“…Isthatit?Whataboutwhether

Lindsayisbeingimprisonedbackinthatforestedarea?”

“AndhowwouldIlearnaboutthat?”repliedGeraldasherolledhiseyes.

“…Huh?Then…Whatshouldwedo…?”mutteredAideninadisheartenedtone.Itwasclearthathehad

expectedGeraldtobringmorenewsback.-
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“Whatelsecanwedo?Wewaitfornewstocome,ofcourse!Doyoureallythinkit’sthateasytoexpose

Maddox?Doyoutakehimasafool?”repliedGeraldasheruffledAiden’shair.

BrushingGerald’shandoff,Aidenthensaid,“…So…Wereallycan’tdoanything…?”

“Precisely.Look,it’sprettymuchconfirmedthatMaddoxhasLindsaywithhimnow,soallthat’sleftto

doistowaitforhisnews.Itprobablywon’tbealongwaitanywaysincehewantstokillmesomuch,”

repliedGeraldwithachuckleashetookanothersipofwater.

“Thenlet’sprepareourselvesinthemeantime,”saidAidenasherelaxedslightly.



“There’snothingtoprepare.Afterall,youwon’tbehelpingoutmuchinthefirstplace,”repliedGerald.

“Huh..?Whywouldyousaythat?”askedAiden,rightfullyconfused.

“Aiden,youonlyhaveasinglearmydagger.Maddoxhadtwentysnipersandatleastahundredsoldiers

underhiscommandearlier.Tellmeagainhowyou’replanningtohelp?”

“That…”mutteredAidenashelookedathisonlydaggerbeforefallingsilent…

“Still,I’drathernotexposethefactthatI’macultivatorifpossible.Withthatsaid,I’llstillbebringing

youalong.GoaskLuciantomorrowtoseeifhecangetyoubetterequipment,”repliedGeraldwitha

shrug.

“Expose?Gerald,I’mprettysureeveryoneinYanamalreadyknowsyou’reacultivator!”saidAidenwith

alaugh.

“Thefewerpeoplewhoknow,thebetter.Regardless,nowthatIthinkaboutit,justletmeaskLucian

abouttheequipment.HopefullyIcangetsomegoodonesforus,”repliedGeraldwithasigh.

“Gotit,”saidAidenashenoddedinresponse.

Fastforwardtothenextday,GeraldwentofftolookforLucianthesecondhegotup.

UponhearingwhatGeraldhadtosay,thesurprisedLuciancouldn’thelpbutreply,“You…need

equipment…?”

“It’sfineifyoudon’thaveany,thoughIjustthoughtI’dask,”saidGerald,whowaswellawarethatguns



couldn’tbelegallyobtainedinYanam,whichmeantthatevenfamilieswithhighstatusesliketheGrubbs

hadtroublegettingtheirhandsonthem.Withthatinmind,apartfromthegunsownedbythemilitary,

allothergunsinthecountryweremostprobablysmuggledin.

“Well,Icangetsome,butI’llneedsometime…Regardless,whyareyourequestingforthemoutofthe

blue?”askedLucian.

“Let’sjustsayIdon’twanttoomanymorepeoplelearningthatI’macultivatorwhileI’msavingLindsay.

Withthatsaid,havinggunswillsurelyhelpwithkeepingthatasecret,”repliedGerald.

“Isee…Howaboutthis?I’llmakesomearrangementslatertoseeifIcangetsomesuppliesfromthe

wardepartment.It’llprobablystilltakeafewdays,though,”saidLucian,whowaseagertohelpaslong

asitcontributedtosavingLindsay.

“Iappreciatethehelp,”repliedGerald.

“Now,now,remember,you’retheonedoingabigfavorforme!Ishouldbetheonethankingyoufor

goingalloutjusttosavemyniece!”saidLucianinasheepishtone.

BeforeGeraldcouldreply,Lucian’sbutlershowedupandsaid,“Oh?Soyou’rehereaswell,Mr.Gerald!

Howconvenient!”

“Issomethingthematter?”askedLucianashewatchedhisbutlerjogover.
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“Well,duetoallthisheavyrain,it’shonestlybestifyouleavefortheislandtoday.Otherwise,delays

mayhappenandyouwouldn’twanttomissthefirstdayoftheauction,right?”saidthebutler.

Hearingthat,LucianturnedtolookatGeraldbeforeasking,“Areyoufinewithleavingtoday?”



“I’mgoodtogo,”repliedGeraldwithashrug.

Noddinginresponse,LucianwasabouttoleavewhenhesuddenlyrememberedGerald’srequest.With

that,heturnedtolookathisbutleragainbeforesaying,“Speakingofwhich,useourfamily’s

connectionstoobtainsomeguns.Themore,thebetter.”

“That’llbedifficult,butI’lltrymybest,”repliedthebutlerwithaslightlytroubledexpression.

“Idon’tcareevenifyouhavetospendextratogetsmuggledones.They’recrucialfortherescue

mission,”declaredLucian.

Uponhearingthat,thebutlerhadnochoicebuttoreply,“…Understood.”

“Nowthatthat’soutoftheway…GogetAiden.We’llbeleavingassoonaswe’redonepackingup.As

Mr.Schmidtsaid,therainwillprobablyimpedeourjourney,sothesoonerweheadout,thebetter,”

saidLucianashelookedatGerald.Fastforwardtohalfanhourlater,allthreeofthemwereallpacked

upandreadytogo.

Afterdrivingforquiteabit,theyeventuallyarrivedattheportwheretheywouldbetransportedtothe

islandataroundnoon.Asthetriomadetheirwaytothesmallpier,theysawthatatleastadozensmall

boatshadalreadybeenmooredthere.Fromthelooksofit,theyhadbeenhiredbytheauction’s

organizerstohelppeoplegettotheisland.Regardless,thoughtheboatswereprettysmall,together,

theywerestillasighttobehold.

Whateverthecasewas,afterapproachingaseatedmanwhowaswearingalongrobe,Lucianasked,

“Howmuchtogettotheisland?”

“Twentythousanddollars,”repliedthemanwithoutevenlookingup.



“Here,”saidLucianashehandedthemanawoodenbox,unsurprisedbytheoutrageousprice.Afterall,

thiswasn’tLucian’sfirsttimehere,andthepricinghadbeendifferenteverytimeanyway.Still,itwas

luckythathehadpreparedenoughbeforecomingover.

Takingthebox,themanthenlookedinsidebeforeclosingitagain,notevenbotheringtocountthe

exactamountinside.Followingthat,hehandedittoanotherman-whowasstandingnearby-whothen

tossedthecashintohiscar.

“Thethreeofyou,right?Goon!”saidthemanashepointedattheboats.

Astheybeganwalkingdownthedock,Aidencouldn’thelpbutmutter,“…Isn’tthatpricingabit

outrageous…?”

“Twentythousandisnothingforthoseattendingtheauction.Inaway,thepricingalsoactsasa

screeningprocesstodifferentiatebetweenthosewhoreallywishtoparticipateandthosewhoare

merelyherehopingtogetsomeexcitement,”repliedLucianashedisplayedproofofhispaymentupon

arrivingatoneofthesmallboats.

Followingthat,thethreewerehandedoarsbeforetheygotintotheboatandbeganrowing.Looking

around,Geraldsawthatmanyotherswerealsorowinginthesamedirection.

Beforehecouldwonderhowlongtheywouldneedtorow,however,atailwindsuddenlybeganblowing.

Whilethewinditselfwasn’tallthatstrong,itallowedtheirboatstosailforwardextremelysmoothly.

“Youknow,Ireallycan’tevenbegincomprehendingthepowerthattheauctionorganizerholds!”

mutteredLucianashestoppedrowingandplacedhisoartotheside.

“Indeed…Thisreallyissomethingelse…”saidGeraldwithanod.Afterall,asidefromthefactthatthere

weresomanyboatsonthemove,theislandwasn’teveninsightyet!Howstrongwastheorganizerif

theywereabletoconjurewindstomovethemforwardfromthisrange…?



Lightingacigaretteasheenjoyedthecoolseabreeze,Lucianthenmuttered,“Iwonderwhat’sgoingto

beonauctionthistime…Irememberthefinalauctionitembeingatreasuremapthelasttimethe

auctionwasheld.”

“Isee…speakingofwhich,dotheyacceptcards?”askedGerald,rememberingthatLucianhadpaidin

cashearlier.

“Ofcoursetheydo.It’snotlikethey’recompletelyisolatedfromtheworld.Still,bearinmindthat

everythingherewillcostatleastafewmilliondollars…”repliedLucianwithanod.
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“Gladtohear,”saidGerald.

“Istheresomethingyou’rehopingtobuy?”askedLucianinacurioustone.

“Nothinginparticular,thoughifIfindanythinggood,Imaybidforit,”repliedGeraldasheshookhis

head.Whilehewasn’tabigfanofauctions,sincethisonewasheldonceeveryfiveyears,hehada

feelingthattherewereboundtobeitemsthatwouldcatchhisfancy.Shouldhecomeacrossone,he

wouldsurelybidforit.

Afterall,whatwasmoneytoGerald?

“…Well,alright,butagain,Iwarnthatthisauctionisgoingtobeunlikeanythingyou’veeverseenin

Weston.Oncewe’reontheisland,evenrandomstreetstallitemscancostmillionsofdollars!Withthat

said,you’llneedmillionstopurchaseevenasingleauctionitem…”explainedLucian,hopingthathis

warningswouldhelpGeraldavoidgettingoverlydisappointedbyhislackofpurchasingpowerlater.

“Iunderstand,”repliedGeraldinanindifferenttone.



Afterall,healreadyknewthatthiswasagameforthericheversinceLucianhadtoldhimthatthe

auctionwasonlyheldonceeveryfiveyears.

“I’mglad.Eitherway,we’llprobablybeontheboatforafewmorehours,butrestassured,the

organizershavedesignatedplacesforustorestoncewearriveattheisland.Whiletheauctionstarts

thedayaftertomorrow,thestreetstallsontheislandwillbeginoperatingbymorning.Withthatsaid,

maybewe’llfindsomethingnicetomorrowmorning,”explainedLucianashelookedatalltheother

similarboats.

Aftergivinganod,Geraldsimplyclosedhiseyesinresponse,releasinghisessentialqiintheprocess.

SinceLucianhadmentionedthatmanycultivatorswereattendingtheauction,Geraldknewhehadtobe

careful.Trueenough,withtheaidofhisHerculeanPrimordialSpirit-whichallowedhimtosense

everythingwithinatenkilometerradius,Geraldquicklylearnedthattherewerecultivatorsinalmost

everyboat.Someofthemwereevenstrongerthanhim,butonlymarginally.

Geraldwasn’tabouttolethisguarddownbeforethosewhodidn’tappeartobecultivatorseither.After

all,whoknewwhethertheywereactuallyatcultivationlevelssohighthatevenhewasunabletodetect

them?

Whilehewouldn’thavebeenthiscautiousinthepast,aftergettingtoknowJobsonandtheoldmanin

theancientruins,Geraldnowknewthattherewerecountlessmorecultivatorsouttherewhowere

muchstrongerthanhim.Hejustwasn’tstrongenoughtobeworthyofmeetingthemyet!

Regardless,ashelookedattheboatsaroundthem,Aidencouldn’thelpbutask,“…Say…Won’t

commonersfindalltheseboatsleavingtheportsuspicious…?”

“Well,everytimethere’sanauction,theorganizersdisguisetheeventassomethingelse.Duetothat,

commonerstendtojustignoreallthis.Besides,theislandisquitefarfromshoreandthere’sevenasea

fogaroundit,sotherereallyisn’tachanceoftheauctiongettingfoundout,”explainedLucianashe

pointedatthefoginthedistance.



Fastforwardtoaroundfivehourslater,theoutlinesoftheislandcouldbeseen,promptingGeraldto

stretchbeforegivinghissurroundingsagoodlookThoughthiswasjustanauction,therewerecountless

cultivatorsattending,sohehadtoremainvigilantatalltimes.
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Itwashalfanhourlaterwhentheboatswerefinallyanchoredattheshorebyafewmendonninglong

robes.

Upondisembarking,Lucianimmediatelydisplayedtheirticketsbeforesaying,“Thethreeofusarefrom

theGrubbfamilyinYanam.”

“Rightthisway,”repliedoneofthemenaftertakingabriefglanceatthetrio.

Noddinginresponse,LucianthenputtheirticketsawaybeforegesturingforGeraldandAidentokeep

closeashesaid,“Alright,let’shaveamealbeforegettingsomerest.Sincethesky’sgoingdarksoon,I

believethatthestreetstallswon’topentoday.”

Thoughtheislandappearedsmall,uponentering,Geraldquicklyrealizedthatitwasprobablyeven

biggerthanGongIsland.Whatmore,insteadofhavingamodernlook,theislandhonestlyfeltlikean

ancientWestontown.Gerald,forone,feltlikehehadjusttime-traveledathousandyearsback.

Nowfeelingabitmorecuriousabouttheisland,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“Dopeopleactuallylive

onthisisland…?”

“FromwhatIknow,theorganizeronlysendspeopleoveramonthortwo-beforetheauctiontakesplace

-tocleantheplaceup.Followingthat,they’llhostallthebiddersandoncetheauctionends,theplace

willbecleanedupagainbeforetheislandissealedoff.Speakingofwhich,there’ssomethingthatyou

mayfindinteresting.Yousee,quiteafewpeoplewho’veattendedtheauctionbeforehaveclaimedthat

astheywerepassingthroughthisarea-whentheauctionwasn’ton,theislandcouldn’tbeseenatall!It

wasalmostasthoughtheislandonlyappearedwheneveranauctionwasabouttobeheld!Though

manyalreadyknowaboutthisrumor,nobody’sbeenabletocrackthecodeofthevanishingisland!”

explainedLucianashecontinuedleadingtheduototheplacetheyweregoingtobestayingat,atleast



accordingtotheinvitationcard.

Regardless,uponhearingthat,Geraldinstantlyfrownedashesaid,“…Comeagain?”

“Hmm?DidIsaysomethingwrong?”askedLucianashestoppedwalkingforawhile.

“Well…youmentionedtheislandonlybeingvisiblewheneveranauctionisbeingheld,correct?”asked

GeraldashethoughtaboutYearningIsland.AfterdealingwiththeCrawfordcultivatorsbackthen,he

hadlearnedofYearningIsland’smysteriousabilitytojustvanish,somethingthatthisveryislandthey

wereonwasapparentlycapableofdoingaswell.

“Idid,thoughIassureyouit’sonlyarumor.Unlessyou’veseenthisislandbefore?”repliedLucianashe

shookhishead.

“Negative.Ineverevenknewthatthisauctionexistedbeforeyoutoldme,”mutteredthefrowning

GeraldwhowasalreadycertainthatthisislandwasequallyasabnormalasYearningIsland.

KnowingGeraldwellenough,Aiden-whohadthoughtthesamethingasGeraldafterhearingLucian’s

explanation-waspromptedtoask,“AreyouthinkingaboutYearningIsland,Gerald?”

“Indeed…IftheretrulyisarelationshipbetweenthisislandandYearningIsland,thenifIlearnthis

place’ssecrets,ImayfinallybeabletofigureouthowtogettoYearningIsland!”declaredGeraldwitha

nod.

“…Whatexactlyisthis,YearningIsland…?”askedLucian,feelingutterlyconfused.
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Afterlookingaroundtomakesurethatnobodywaslisteningin,Geraldthenwhispered,“I’lltellyou



aboutitanothertime.Therearemorepressingissuesathandnow.”

“Hmm..?Likewhat?Doshare.MaybeIcanhelp!”repliedLucian.

“Let’stalkaboutthisoncewe’reinamoreprivatearea.ThewallshaveearsandI’drathernothave

othershearthis,”mutteredGerald,promptingLuciantonodbeforecontinuingtoleadtheway

followingthepathontheinvitationcard.

Itwasabouttwentyminuteslaterwhenthetrioarrivedatawooden,three-storybuildingthatwas

surroundedbyfoodstallsandeventwopawnshopsthatapparentlyonlyacceptedgoldandsilveras

currency.ThescenenaturallypuzzledGeraldwhocouldn’thelpbutwonderhowthosepawnshopsand

foodstallshadevencomehereinthefirstplace.Thoughhewasconfused,heputthethoughtasidefor

nowasheheadedupstairs.

Theorganizerhadarrangedforthemtostayintheeasternmostroomonthethirdfloor,andsincethe

invitationgroupedthetriotogether,theysoonfoundthemselveslookingatanantique-lookingsuite

withthreebedroomsconnectedbyalivingroom.Thoughtheaustere-lookingroomwaswellfurnished,

therewasn’tanelectricalapplianceinsight,notevenalightbulb!AsGeraldwaswonderinghowthey’d

keeptheroomlitatnight,hisquestionwasquicklyansweredwhenhesawanunopenedpackofcandles

onthetable.

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenputhisluggagedownbeforelightingacigaretteandsayingina

monotonoustone,“I’dliketolearntheisland’ssecrets.”

“That’s…goingtobeabitdifficult.Afterall,noordinaryislandwouldhaverumorsaboutitonly

reappearingeverytimetherewasanevent…”mutteredLucianasheshookhishead.Whilepast

attendeeshadcertainlybeencuriousaboutallthis,theyhadneverseriouslyattemptedtocrackthe

code.Afterall,everyoneknewthattheorganizer-whohadneverevenshowntheirfacebefore-wasnot

someonetheycouldaffordtomesswith.

“Evenso,I’mgivingitago.Understandinghowthisislandworksisextremelyimportanttome,”replied

Geraldwithasigh,knowingfullwellhowpowerfultheorganizerwas.Evenaftersqueezingeveryounce

ofhispower,itwasstillprobablygoingtobeimpossibleforhimtousehisessentialqitoblowboats



forwardforhours!

“…IsallthisrelatedtothatYearningIslandyoumentionedearlier…?”askedLucian.

“Indeed.Let’sjustsaythatthatislandissimilartothisone.AsforwhyI’mtryingtogetthere,it’s

becausemyparentsandsisteraretrappedonthatisland,whichexplainswhyuncoveringthisisland’s

secretsissoimportanttome.Withanyluck,shouldImanagetolearnhowthisislandoperates,Imay

finallygetmychancetoheadtoYearningIsland…”mutteredGeraldashelookedoutthewindow.

“Isee…Still,youshouldknowthattheorganizernevermakesanappearance.Withthatsaid,noneofus

knowtheirtrueidentity!”repliedLucianwithaslightnod.

SensingLucian’sworry,Geraldsimplysaid,“Ibelievethatthatcanchange.WhileIwon’tdoanything

toodrasticjusttocrackthecode,I’llstillbepryingaroundtoseeifIcanlearnanythinguseful.”

“I’llhelp,”repliedLucianashepattedGeraldontheshoulder.

“Iappreciateit.Eitherway,I’llbegettingsomerestfirst.Callmeifthere’sanything,”saidGeraldashe

puffedonhiscigarettebeforewalkingtowardoneofthebedrooms.


