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When Names Become Stories By Naomi Ellis 25 Summary In Chapter 25 of "When 

Names Become Stories," titled "Never Letting Go," the emotional connection between 

Elliot and Daphne deepens as they share a quiet weekend together at Rosewood 

Manor. Elliot is captivated by Daphne's calm demeanor, which contrasts with the 

underlying turmoil he senses within her. Their bond grows stronger after a night of 

vulnerability, where Daphne's openness allows Elliot to feel a protective instinct towards 

her, making him yearn for her to reveal her true self without defenses. 

As the chapter unfolds, Elliot and Daphne engage in light-hearted banter, revealing their 

playful dynamic. Elliot teases Daphne about her drinking, suggesting that he wants to 

be there to keep an eye on her. This playful exchange highlights Daphne's internal 

conflict regarding Elliot's previous warnings about alcohol, showcasing her struggle with 

trust and the complexities of their relationship. The weekend provides them the chance 

to escape into their own world, finding comfort in each other's presence despite the 

mundane backdrop of a soap opera. 

A poignant moment occurs when Elliot shares a memory of his mother, linking it to the 

symbolism of crabapple flowers, which represent longing and separation. This 

revelation prompts Daphne to reflect on Elliot's past and the scars left by his father, 

intensifying her emotional connection to him. In a tender moment, she reassures him of 

her commitment, declaring that she will not leave him, which leads to a passionate 



exchange between the two. This moment marks a significant turning point in their 

relationship, filled with intensity and desire. 

The morning after, Daphne experiences a mix of joy and bewilderment as she wakes up 

feeling both sore and elated from their intimate night. Her moment of panic when she 

kneels on the floor reveals her vulnerability and the overwhelming emotions she feels 

for Elliot. Elliot's playful teasing and tender care as he helps her up further illustrate their 

deepening bond, showcasing a softer side of him that Daphne finds irresistible. Their 

interaction is filled with warmth and affection, hinting at a promising future for their 

relationship as they navigate their pasts and emotions together. 

Continue Regular Chapter Reading Below **Chapter 25: Never Letting Go** Elliot's 

gaze remained fixed on Daphne, his eyes tracing every subtle shift in her expression. 

There was something captivating about her calm demeanor-an unusual composure for 

someone her age. It intrigued him and made him wonder what storms brewed beneath 

her serene surface. At times, it felt as though nothing could truly bring her joy. Yet, last 

night was different; he had cherished the way she held him, the way she had opened up 

in a moment of vulnerability. 

It was a bittersweet sensation that drew him closer to her, a mix of sympathy and a 

desire to protect her. He longed for her to remain in his embrace, where she could shed 

her defenses and be the soft, unguarded version of herself. "You're cuter when you're 

drunk," he teased, lowering his head to take a sip of his steaming coffee, the rich aroma 

filling the air between them. Drunk? Daphne scoffed internally. Four cans of beer hardly 

qualified her as intoxicated. "So, you're okay with me drinking now? 



Should I just stock up another four cans tonight?" she replied, a hint of mischief in her 

tone. "Four cans?" Elliot chuckled heartily, the sound warm and inviting. "If that brings a 

smile to your face, then why not? But from now on, you'll only drink when I'm around. I 

need to keep an eye on the real you." Daphne nodded in agreement, but her thoughts 

betrayed her. Didn't he say he'd break my legs if I touched alcohol again? Men. They 

shift their moods quicker than one can flip a page in a book. 

It was the weekend, and for Daphne, this was the first opportunity to spend a significant 

amount of time with Elliot. The possibilities felt overwhelming. Rosewood Manor was 

brimming with activities, yet the two of them found comfort in the simplicity of the couch, 

wrapped up in their own little world. As Elliot focused on work, Daphne sat beside him, 

half-heartedly watching a dull soap opera while engaging in light banter with Phoebe. 

The crabapple trees outside swayed gently in the breeze, sending delicate pink petals 

fluttering to the ground like whispers of spring. 

"My mother adored crabapple blossoms," Elliot said suddenly, breaking the silence. 

Daphne perked up at the mention of his mother, her curiosity piqued. This was the first 

time he had spoken of her, and she leaned in, eager to hear more. "The meaning 

behind crabapple flowers is one of longing and separation," he continued, his long 

fingers brushing through her soft hair with a tenderness that made her heart flutter. 

"Who do you think she was longing for? It couldn't have been that ungrateful man, could 

it?" Daphne felt a knot form in her stomach. 

She had heard whispers about Elliot's father in her past life, the "ungrateful man" who 

had left scars on Elliot's heart. "I shouldn't be talking about this," he murmured, rubbing 



her head affectionately before pulling her closer into his embrace. In that moment, she 

instinctively wrapped her arms around his waist, feeling a warmth spread through her. 

"You... you have me," she stammered, her words tumbling out clumsily, her heart racing 

like a wild drum. Elliot tightened his hold on her, reminiscent of the time he had found 

her curled up in the snow, shielding her from the cold. 

He had searched tirelessly for her, a vow echoing in his heart that he would never let 

her slip away again. He pressed a gentle kiss to the crown of her head, the faint scent 

of milk lingering in the air. "Think carefully, Daphne. If you ever leave me, I can't 

promise what I might do." Daphne lifted her head, her heart pounding as she caught his 

gaze. "I won't leave you in this life unless I die," she declared fiercely, her voice filled 

with determination. Before she could finish, he cupped her face and kissed her deeply, 

his dark eyes sparkling with intensity. "You said it yourself. 

I gave you a chance, didn't I?" Suddenly, Daphne felt weightless as he swept her into 

his arms, carrying her effortlessly. The door swung shut with a resounding bang, their 

breaths mingling in the quiet room. Though she had lived through similar moments in 

her past life, this felt entirely different-electric and alive. His kisses rained down upon 

her like a tempest, and under the warm glow of the light, his eyes were fixed solely on 

her, igniting a fire within. The next morning, Daphne awoke, her body aching in the most 

delightful way. 

Despite the lingering soreness, she knew he was still the same man who had captured 

her heart. As she swung her legs over the side of the bed, the moment her feet touched 

the floor, she crumpled down onto her knees on the plush white carpet, a gasp escaping 



her lips. For a brief moment, panic surged through her-had her legs given out on her? 

This man was unbelievable. Elliot entered the room, a tray of breakfast balanced in his 

hands. When he spotted her kneeling on the floor, fists clenched and an expression of 

fierce determination on her face, he couldn't help but laugh. 

She looked as if she were ready to duel him to the death. "Regretting it? Too late now," 

he teased, setting the tray down before bending to lift her up. He carried her to the 

couch, settling down with her perched on his lap. "I gave you a chance yesterday," he 

said, a playful glint in his eye. Daphne was momentarily at a loss for words. How was 

she to know that was the kind of chance he was referring to? His tone suggested he felt 

a bit wronged, and she couldn't help but wonder who the real victim was in this situation. 

With her doe-like eyes blinking up at him, her lashes still glistening with remnants of 

sleep, she looked impossibly soft. Just one glance from her was enough to send his 

heart racing. "I'll be gentler next time, I promise," Elliot said, brushing her hair back with 

a tenderness that made her feel cherished. No woman could resist this side of him, and 

Daphne was no exception. She had never realized Elliot could possess such softness. 

Compared to her past life, he was already so much more considerate and gentle with 

her now. "Have some food. 

I'll feed you," he said, picking up a bowl of breakfast, blowing gently on the spoon before 

bringing it to her lips. Conclusion In the quiet aftermath of their shared moments, the 

emotional landscape between Daphne and Elliot has transformed into something 

profound and beautiful. The weight of their pasts, once heavy and burdensome, now 

feels lighter as they navigate the delicate dance of intimacy and vulnerability. Daphne's 



fierce declaration of loyalty resonates deeply within Elliot, solidifying a bond forged in 

trust and understanding. 

Their playful banter, laced with underlying affection, reveals a burgeoning connection 

that transcends mere companionship. As they embrace the complexities of their 

emotions, it becomes clear that they are not just two souls intertwined by circumstance, 

but partners embarking on a journey of healing and discovery together. The promise of 

a new beginning hangs in the air, as they learn to let go of the ghosts that once haunted 

them. 

Elliot's gentle touch and teasing words provide Daphne with a sense of safety she never 

thought she could find again, while her unwavering resolve to stay by his side ignites a 

spark of hope within him. Their laughter mingles with the sweet scent of breakfast, 

creating a tapestry of warmth and belonging that envelops them. In this moment, amidst 

the simplicity of shared meals and quiet conversations, they begin to write their own 

story-one that speaks of resilience, love, and the courage to face the future together, 

never letting go of the light they've found in each other. 

Will Daphne's determination to stay by Elliot's side be tested as the shadows of their 

histories threaten to intrude on their blissful present? Moreover, as Elliot continues to 

unveil pieces of his past, the narrative will delve into the intricacies of family dynamics, 

particularly the enigmatic figure of his father. Expect emotional confrontations and 

poignant moments that will challenge both characters to confront their fears and 

insecurities. 



The playful banter that has characterized their relationship will be tinged with the weight 

of their shared experiences, leading to a pivotal moment that could either solidify their 

connection or drive a wedge between them. With each passing moment, the stakes are 

raised, leaving readers on the edge of their seats, eager to discover how love can 

flourish amidst the echoes of longing and separation. Sara Lili Sara Lili is a daring 

romance writer who turns icy landscapes into scenes of fiery passion. She loves crafting 

hot love stories while embracing the chill of Iceland's breathtaking cold. 

 


