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approached them and glanced at the little ones before explaining to Byron.

“‘Madam Lawrence came this afternoon and took the kids out. Maybe they’re
exhausted.”

Lucian wanted to avoid mentioning this. However, since Mrs. Zora had told Byron and
Rosalie, they could only nod their heads.

This was something new, and it surprised Rosalie, making her ponder.
‘Melody took the children out?

‘She has hated Lucian and Nox all this while. Even if she wanted to take anyone out,
she would only take Estelle. Why would she take even the little boys?

‘Moreover, the three kids look unhappy...’

Rosalie frowned and wanted to ask something, but Byron was around. If Melody did
something overboard, she would only be putting Byron in a difficult situation.

Upon thinking this, Rosalie gave up on asking anything and touched the kids ' heads,
trying to comfort them. “Let’s go to bed early after dinner if you're tired.”

Then, she took the kids to wash their hands and seated them by the dining table.
All the dishes on the table were the children’s favorites.
That made Rosalie doubt more about what happened that afternoon.

Meanwhile, Byron casually asked the kids what they did that afternoon,” Where did
Grandma take you all to this afternoon? Did you have fun?”

Lucian and Nox looked at each other upon hearing their daddy’s question.

Nox kept his lips sealed, refusing to say a word.

In the end, it was Lucian who turned around and answered Byron’s question as he
looked into Byron’s eyes, “She took us to the amusement park, and we even had ice

cream! The ice cream was delicious!”

Byron looked at the little boy’s expression and stared into his eyes.




Lucian’s smile was perfect, but he felt aggrieved deep down.

He wanted to tell his daddy that Grandma dumped them in the amusement park this
afternoon.

However, if he told them this, Daddy and Mommy would look for Grandma to get an
explanation.

They could finally stay together with their parents.

Lucian did not want to see the adults getting into a conflict because of them.
They were satisfied as long as they could live with their Daddy and Mommy.
After all, they would not mind even if Grandma disliked them.

“Did you guys only go to the amusement park?” Byron continued asking.

Lucian did not expect Byron to continue asking. He was startled for a few seconds
before nodding guiltily.

Then, Byron asked, “What rides did you guys take? The types of activities you boys and
Estie like are different. Grandma might not be able to take care of all of you.”

The two little boys looked at each other.

Even Lucian did not know how to answer that question.

That afternoon, they only played the maze and spent the rest of the time waiting fortheir
sister...

Byron stared at the three little ones and noticed their strange expressions.

‘Hmm...” Lucian tried to come up with something but dared not look into Byron’s eyes
anymore. “Grandma asked the staff to accompany Lucian and me. Then, she took Estie
to the princesses’ section while we went to the pirates and dwarfs’ sections.”

Those were the sections they had passed by. All they could recall were the names.
They did not know what was in those sections at all.

Fortunately, Byron did not ask further.
He could see that the little ones were not telling them the truth.

Otherwise, the one who spoke would not be Lucian.




The boys’ characters were easy to differentiate. If they really enjoyed their outing that
afternoon, Nox would share everything before Byron even needed to ask.

Unless there were things they felt they could not tell. In that case, Nox would remain
silent and Lucian would speak instead.
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little ones were acting strangely, but she decided to ask them when Byron was not
around.

After dinner, Rosalie wanted to take the kids out, but Byron told her, “| wonder how
things are going on Andrius’ side. Why don’t you give him a call?”

Rosalie hesitated when Byron mentioned the medicinal material supplier.

In the end, she decided to call Andrius first after pondering for a while.

As for the kids, she could ask them about what happened today when she put them to
bed.

Then, she headed to the study to call Andrius.

Meanwhile, Andrius was flustered to receive a call from Rosalie. He thought it was
Byron who asked her to urge him, and he quickly explained. Then, he asked about the
progress of Rosalie and Byron’s relationship.

They both talked for some time on the phone.

Downstairs, the three kids realized something felt wrong and tried to escape. “Daddy,
we want to play in the yard.”

As they spoke, they slowly crept to the yard.
Byron’s forehead puckered, and he followed behind them.

The three kids turned around and noticed that their daddy was behind them. Instantly,
their mood sank.

“Alright. Tell me what happened this afternoon.”




Byron looked at them sternly.

Lucian and Nox played with their fingers with their heads down and did not seem eager
to speak.

Estelle knew nothing about what had happened to her brothers. Since her daddy asked,
she told her daddy what happened briefly.

“‘Hmm... Grandma took us out. Then, she took me to the mall. Lucian and
Nox came home themselves.”

Byron’s face turned gloomier, and he looked at Lucian and Nox. “Is that all?
Why didn’t Grandma take you two along with her?”

Lucian and Nox glanced at their little sister and muttered, “We didn’t want to go. So we
came back ourselves.”

Realizing the little boys’ gazes, Byron’s brows furrowed. He told Estelle,” Estie, why
don’t you go in first? | have something | want to talk to your brothers about.”

Estelle looked at her father and brothers before entering the house obediently.
Only Byron and the little boys were left in the yard.

“Can you tell Daddy now? | promise I'll keep this between the three of us.”
Byron squatted and looked at the two kids before him patiently.

His attitude was patient and calm. The kids felt more wronged upon facing him, yet they
were still worried.

Byron caressed the boys’ hair. “If you don'’t tell me. Daddy and Mommy will be worried.
Do you want to see us worrying?”

The boys bit their lips and pondered.

Lucian lifted his head and looked Byron in the eyes as he stuck out his pinky finger.
“‘Daddy, please promise us you won'’t quarrel with Grandma, okay?”

Byron’s gaze turned cold. He knew his mother would never treat the boys nicely.
However, to know the truth, he chose to swear to Lucian that he would not quarrel with
Melody.




After hooking their pinkies, Nox blurted out what had been troubling him throughout the
day.

“Grandma took us to the amusement park. She asked to play on our own, and we
thought she would pick us up soon, but she did not come back even after we waited for
quite some time. So, we came back home ourselves.”

Then, the little boy continued softly. “Daddy, you promised us that you won'’t be angry
with Grandma. Lucian and | are fine now. Daddy, don’t worry.”

Lucian nodded and said, “We’re happy as long as Estie is fine. Nox and | can take care
of ourselves. We've gone to other places by taxi many times before this!”
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Lucian and Nox upon hearing it.

The place the little boys took the taxi to before this was the manor they lived in now.

He recalled the time when Lucian came looking for Estelle. The teenagers almost beat
them up, and Byron’s displeasure with his mother’s act grew.

The two boys were still young. They were still Estelle’s friends and halfbrothers, even if
they were not his sons like he had announced to the public.

However, his mother was so mean that she could dump the two kids in the amusement
park.

Fortunately, nothing happened to the boys. If anything had happened to them...
Byron would not know how to explain himself to Rosalie.
Upon thinking of the danger the boys might have faced, Byron was afraid.

“We’re smart, Daddy. The driver was also a nice person. He didn’t want to take our
money at first...”

Lucian noticed Byron’s anger and appeased him.

Looking at the kids speaking up for his mother, Byron felt terrible and hugged them.




“I'm sorry that Grandma did something like that to you. | didn’t take good care of you
boys. If Grandma wants to take you out again next time, call me and I'll arrange
everything.”

The little ones calmed down in their Daddy’s embrace and nodded obediently.

Byron caressed their backs and praised them, “You guys did a good job today by
protecting yourselves and not telling your mommy about this. This matter is now a
secret between the three of us. Don’t tell Mommy about this. She’s been busy and tired
lately.”

The little boys were happy to hear their daddy’s praise, and smiles bloomed on their
faces. “We know we shouldn’t make Mommy more tired.”

Byron nodded and let go of them. “Go and play with Estie. Daddy needs to go out for a
while.”

Upon hearing this, Lucian frowned and grabbed Byron’s sleeve. “Daddy, you promised
us not to get into a conflict with Grandma.”

Byron did not expect the boys to be so sensitive. He smiled as he said, “I'm not going to
Grandma'’s place. I'm going to the company for a while because of a work matter.”

He had been in business for years, and it was a piece of cake for him to deceive two
kids.

Lucian and Nox stared at him for a while before letting go of him reluctantly. “Okay...”
Byron smiled and walked into the living room.
Rosalie had just hung up the call and was playing with Estelle inside.

She saw Byron heading out in a hurry and asked him in a puzzle, “What’s wrong? Why
are you going at such an hour?”

Byron said, Tm going out to settle something and will be back soon.” 1
Before Rosalie could ask more, Byron headed out.

Rosalie looked at Byron leaving hastily and sensed something was off. Then, she saw
Lucian and Nox entering the house after Byron.

Rosalie’s attention was on them again.

“‘How was your day this afternoon? Did Grandma do anything that upset you?”




Byron was not around, so she could finally ask them.

Lucian and Nox had vented their grievances when they spoke to Byron. Thus, they felt
nothing when they recalled what happened that afternoon. They smiled as they shook
their heads. “No! We had fun this afternoon!”

Then, they looked at Estelle.

Estelle had cried all day, so she did not think it was fun at all.

However, since her brothers said so, she played along and nodded as she buried her
head in Rosalie’s arms.

Rosalie frowned as she looked at them doubtfully, obviously not convinced.
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Byron pulled over the car outside the Lawrence family’s mansion.

The butler opened the gate quickly. “Sir.”
Byron asked expressionlessly, “Where’s my mother?”

The butler answered, “Mrs. Lawrence has just had her dinner and is having her tea now
in the living room.”

Byron nodded and told the butler not to follow him. Then, he strode into the mansion.

Just as he entered the mansion, he saw Melody sitting on the sofa and drinking her tea
as she watched the TV.

“Why are you here?”
Melody heard the footsteps from the door and turned around.

When she saw her son, she looked startled. The first thought that struck her mind was
that the two bastards must have complained to her son.

Byron stood before her and turned off the TV.



Melody’s face was ashen when she saw that her son seemed mad. “Are you here to
question me?”

Byron asked expressionlessly, “Why did you leave Lucian and Nox alone at the
amusement park this afternoon?”

With a frown, Melody spoke up for herself and questioned Byron back, “You need a
ticket to get into the amusement park. There are staff members everywhere. Nothing
would’ve happened to them! The boys and Estie like different rides. | can’t split myself
into two and take care of all three.”

Byron was displeased to see her speaking about this carelessly. “You’re only so calm
now because they returned home safely!”

them there alone? Have you forgotten how you felt when Estie went missing?”
Mentioning Estelle spiked Melody’s anger. “They aren’t the same! Estie is a daughter of
the Lawrence family. Who are those two?” ‘*hey1 re also a part of the Lawrence family
now!” Byron snapped. “If anything had happened to them, how should | explain it to
Rosie?”

Melody snorted. “Nothing happened to them. | only asked them to play by themselves in
the amusement park. They were the ones who went back themselves.”

What she meant was that Lucian and Nox were to be blamed for this.
Never did Byron expect his mother would push the responsibility on the two little boys.
Furious, Byron shouted, “Do you still think you did the right thing? What you did is no

different from trafficking!”

Melody’s anger shot through her, and she scolded Byron, “How dare you talk to me like
this?! I’'m your mother!”

The mother and son quarreled, and their voices grew louder.

Benedict heard the noise and came downstairs.

When he saw the angry mother and son, he asked what happened in distress.
Hearing his wife dumping the two kids at the amusement park bewildered him.

‘I know you don't like Rosalie, but you can’t do this to those innocent kids.”

Benedict scolded his wife sternly, ‘What if something had happened to the boys today?
Rosalie might never forgive us. How are you going to explain to the outsiders about




this? You said you're doing all this for the Lawrence family, but have you really thought
about the family’s reputation before you did that?”

Anger burned in Melody as her husband and her son scolded her. “Even you’re
speaking up for that Jacobs woman!”
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